SAPPER DANIEL EDWARD YOUNG
7723 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Daniel Edward Young stated he was born in Thames, Waikato, New Zealand in 1873 the son of David Kerr (died 1908) and Catherine (nee Moolick) Young.  He came to the goldfields of Western Australia where he is listed in 1915 at Wurarga, near Mount Magnet working as a labourer.
At the recruiting depot in Onslow on 19th February, 1917 the 44-year-old single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall with a chest measurement of 98cms (38½ins) and postal address was care of the G.P.O. Perth.  Declared fit the next day his application was accepted by the recruiting depot.

Attestation forms were completed and describe him further weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a fair complexion, grey eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive mark was a tattoo on his left arm.  Roman Catholic was his religion.  He had no fits, insanity or Tuberculosis.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Catherine Young of Waisongomai, Te Aroha Goldfields, Auckland, N.Z. 
He reported to Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on 9 April, 1917 for basic training and took the Oath of Enlistment the following day and allotted to D3 Depot Battalion.  Was to be moved on 16 May to the Xth Depot Battalion but this changed and sent to the Tunnellers Reinforcements the next day.

On 15 June, 1917 was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria joining the Tunnellers’ Reinforcements to July 17 then moved to B Company and later joined the April, 1917 Reinforcements.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7723.  Military authorities noted his Will was lodged with them as they prepared to depart.

The April Reinforcements consisted of 168 members who embarked on the troopship HMAT A68 Anchises on August 8, 1917 from Sydney, NSW.  Colds and influenza were prevalent at the commencement of the voyage.   Crossing the Pacific Ocean the vessel arrived at Colon, Panama on September 2, 1917 departing six days later.  Halifax, Nova Scotia was reached on the 18th and after three days in port departed on September 21, 1917.  
The final journey to England was completed after a 55-day voyage when they docked at Liverpool on October 2, 1917.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth.  The following day they arrived at Nos 1 and 3 Details Camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded overseas to France from Southampton on 16 November, 1917 arriving the following day at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles.  Marched out on 20 November and attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field four days later.  
Marched in to the Aust Corps Depot on 13 December from duty with the 3rd Pioneer Battalion and attached on 4 January, 1918 to the 2nd Tunnelling Company.

Sapper went sick on 19 January, 1918 to the 57th Field Ambulance suffering scabies (a skin irritation caused by Itch Mite whose eggs are laid under the skin’s outer layer) and moved to the 52nd Field Ambulance a day later.  Returned to duty on January 27.
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

Sapper was wounded in action on 12 March, 1918 being gassed by a shell attack and taken to the 149th Field Ambulance progressing to the 48th Casualty Clearing Station and conveyed on Ambulance Train no.24 to the 12th General Hospital at Rouen the next day.

The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company recorded the following on this attack:
“12/3/18


O.C. visited new camp site, and conferred with C.E. regarding action in case of enemy attacks.

Tactical situation still more critical.  Enemy artillery activity intense, shells being used extensively, mixed with a proportion of H.E.

The area around No. 3 Section Forward Billets at Trescault heavily shelled with gas resulting in 2 officers (Lieut. L.G. Wilkins and Lieut. S. Halford) 74 sappers of the Coy being gassed, besides 58 attached infantry.  The bombardment lasted from 7 p.m. to 3 a.m. [number cut off] night of 12/13th and was spread over quite a large area, which retained a dangerous concentration of gas for over 24 hours.  It is estimated that the enemy fired 40,000 shells on the Corps front during the 24 hours.  The majority of these fell in and around Trescault.  The enemy also shelled various points in back areas with H.E.  These included Metz, Ytres Station and Royaucourt.  Owing to the tactical situation Labour Corps ordered not to have any men on detachment after evening of the 12th.”  

On 16 March was invalided to England on the hospital ship West Australia and admitted to the Military Hospital at Lewisham the next day.  A cable was sent from Base Records on 26 March, 1918 to his mother via authorities in Wellington, NZ as follows:
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Was transferred to the 2nd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford on 8 April and discharged to furlough three days later and report to the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott on April 25.  A medical notation dated 27 April stated: “cough, dyspnoea (breathless on exertion) pain in chest.” 

Base Records sent another cable to authorities in Wellington, NZ:

His name was among those listed in the Casualty List appearing in the:


He was reported Absent from Leave at Headquarters, London the same day.
Disciplinary action was taken for the following:




Offence:
London 26/4/18 AWL from 11 a.m. 25/4/18 until 10.30 a.m.





26/4/18




Award:

Admonishment by Major C.H. Holland



Total forfeiture:
2 day’s pay by R.W.

A standard form of notification from Base Records to his mother was dated 12 May, 1918 begged to advise that it was now reported that her son was now convalescent.  His address was also included for correspondence.

Marched out on 4 July, 1918 to the Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill from the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott.

Proceeded overseas to France from Southampton on 25 July arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles the following day.  Marched out on July 28 re-joining his unit on 1 August, 1918 and was taken on strength with the 2nd Tunnelling Company.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 3 February, 1919 to prepare to return for repatriation marching out from the Aust Infantry Base Depot, Havre on 12 February crossing to England arriving at the 2nd Training Brigade a day later to await their voyage home. 

After demobilisation Sapper Young embarked for Australia from Devonport, England on 13 April, 1919 on board H.T. Castalia.  Base Records advised his mother on 17 May he was returning to Australia.  The troopship docked at Albany (5th Military District) on 24 May.  
News of their arrival was announced in the:

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board held at No. 8 Aust General Hospital, Fremantle on May 24 and his Statement of Case reads;


Wounds or injury:
Gassed – Metz – March, 18.  Hospital duration three weeks



Illness on service:
No



Present condition:
Fit    (signed) D.E. Young



Heart, lungs, other organs, hearing: normal



Any abnormality:
No



Dentally fit:


Recommendation:
Fit for discharge



Approved:

Perth 26/5/19

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 16 June, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

His Will was returned to the 5th Military District on 29 October, 1919.

The British War Medal (20080) and the Victory Medal (19200) were issued for serving his country to Sapper 7723 Daniel Edward Young, 2nd Tunnelling Company.  These medals were not collected from the designated barracks and were returned to Base Records on 30 September, 1924.  A letter was sent to him care of the last known address of his next-of-kin on 29 October, 1924. 
From 1922 to 1925 he was listed as a miner at Celebration City, Kalgoorlie district.  By 1936 to 1937 he was mining at Mount Monger, Kanowna district and early in 1943 was 10 miles south of Spargoville, Kalgoorlie area working as a prospector.  Later that year was listed at the Star and Garter Hotel, Kalgoorlie giving the same occupation. 

Daniel Edward Young passed away in the Coolgardie District Hospital on 9 July, 1948 aged 75 years.  Announcement was placed in the:
His grave can be located in the Roman Catholic portion of Coolgardie Cemetery within H in grave no. 122.  There is no headstone recorded.
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Western Argus (Kalgoorlie) Tuesday April 16, 1918:


AUSTRALIANS IN ACTION – W.A. ROLL OF HONOUR


WOUNDED


Sapper Daniel Edward Young, gas, severely;						            Article abridged





Albany Advertiser Saturday May 24, 1919:


RETURNING SHIPS


PER CASTALIA AND WYREEMA


The transports Castalia and Wyreema, with returning West Australian troops on board, arrived from the United Kingdom on Thursday afternoon.  Both were pronounced clean ships, and not only were the local soldiers landed yesterday morning, but the others passing through were given shore leave.  From the Castalia there were disembarked eight officers and 60 other ranks.  Both batches were entertained at luncheon by the Red Cross ladies at the Town Hall and then proceeded to the railway station to catch a special train which left for Perth at 2 o’clock.





Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday July 10, 1947:


FUNERAL NOTICES


YOUNG—The friends of the late Daniel Edward Young, late of Widgiemooltha, Mt Monger and Coolgardie, are respectfully informed that his remains will be interred in the Roman Catholic portion of the Coolgardie Cemetery.  The Cortege will leave the Coolgardie District Hospital THIS (Thursday) MORNING at 11 o’clock—W. Strother, Funeral Director


YOUNG—R.S.L., Coolgardie Sub-Branch—Members of the above are respectfully invited to follow the remains of our late comrade, Daniel Edward Young.  Cortege will leave the Coolgardie District Hospital THIS (Thursday) MORNING, at 11 o’clock, for the Coolgardie Cemetery—W. Berritt, Secretary.
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