SAPPER GEORGE YEATES
2369 – 1st Tunnelling Company
George Yeates stated he was born in Braidwood, Goulburn, New South Wales on 7 September, 1886.  His birth was registered as Yates and was the son of Mary Caroline Temperance Yeates (17) who left the newborn infant with her parents Joseph Thomas and Fanny Yeates who reared him.  His mother Mary Caroline Yeates married in Balmain, Sydney in 1894 to Thomas G. Cutts, a fireman and they resided at Petersham. 
Military experience was gained from three years with the 3rd Light Horse.  

In 1913 he was a labourer at Back Creek, Braidwood then worked at Orange, NSW prior to enlistment.

At the recruiting depot in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 23 January, 1916 the twenty-nine-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination after being rejected for defective teeth.  Attestation forms completed on 7 February describe him as 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-92cms (34-36ins) and had a fair complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar on outer side of right knee and lower end of shin.  Church of England was his religion.  Next-of-kin was given as his mother Mrs F. Yeates [grandmother], care of Mrs Gray, Coles Stables, Hegarty Street, Glebe, Sydney, NSW.    The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW on 7 February, 1916.

Basic training commenced with C Company, Depot Battalion, Casula to 13 February when allotted to the Mining Corps until 25 March, 1916 and transferred to Rosebery Park, Sydney joining the 2nd Reinforcements to the Mining Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2369.
Acknowledgement to the departing volunteer was published in the: 

[image: image1.jpg]



The Reinforcements consisting of 3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks (180 members) embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 31, 1916 on the transport HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.  The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  The Star of Victoria departed the next day for Port Said and spent the day in port May 5, 1916.  From the Suez the men were transported to Alexandria where they were transhipped to the City of Edinburgh leaving on May 5 for the crossing to France.  They arrived at Marseilles on May 17 and were entrained to Aust General Base Depot at Etaples marching in on June 1, 1916.
On 25 June, 1916 was attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field working in Belgium on Trench 88, Ploegsteert 123 and Monmouth House 96.  All quiet was reported and underground listening for the enemy taking place.  The following day the company took over from the 250th Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers E 1/2 Saps.

Sapper was wounded in action during the night of 17-18th August, 1916 suffering a bullet wound to his left knee and taken to the 8th Casualty Clearing Station and the following day conveyed on the Ambulance Train to the No. 35 General Hospital for further treatment of a fracture and wound from a gunshot.
The Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company records the following for that period:



“BAILLEUL



August 17
Working Ploegsteert (123), Prowse Point, Bullring (61 & 2)”

On 25 August, 1916 was invalided from Calais to England on the hospital ship Brighton entering the 5th Northern General Hospital, Leicester suffering a serious bullet wound left knee.  
The following Telegram was sent to his next-of-kin as follows:


The following letter was sent to Base Records:









Fire Station, Petersham, Sydney








    18/9/16


J. M’Lean


Dear Sir,


Would you be so kind as to let me know No. 2369 Sapper Geo. Yeates, 1st Tunnelling Comp. A.E.


Who he left as next-of-kin and address for any cable to be sent to, as I being his mother I would like to


know.


Trusting you will oblige me this favour.  Believe me.








Yours faithfully








    (Mrs) T.G. Cutts


He left here in April.

Base Records replied on 26 September, 1916:


Mrs T.G. Cutts,


Fire Station, Petersham, NSW


Dear Madam,

In acknowledging receipt of your communication dated 18th instant, concerning your son No. 2369 Private G. Yeates, Mining Corps, I have to inform you that advice has been received here to the effect that this soldier has been wounded.  He is not reported as seriously wounded however, and in the absence of further particulars favorable progress may be assumed, it being the practice of the overseas Authorities to notify this Department of any serious change in condition.

His postal address is:

WOUNDED
2369 Private G. Yeates,





1st Company, Mining Corps,




Tunnelling Company,




C/o A.I.F. Headquarters,




130 Horseferry Road,




London, S.W.

A telegram was despatched from this office on 9th instant, advising you of the above casualty; however, your change of address has been noted, and all further reports will be promptly forwarded to you, as, according to the records you are shown as this soldier’s next-of-kin.








Yours faithfully,








   Base Records

The following Telegram was sent to Base Records on 11 October, 1916:


Reply from Base Records returned:


Base Records replied as follows by letter dated 12 October, 1916:


Mrs G. Gray,


76 Alfred Street,


Annandale, Sydney, NSW


Dear Madam,


With further reference to your telegram dated 11th instant I have to state the only report received


concerning No. 2369 Sapper G. Yeates, 2nd Reinforcements, Mining Corps, was contained in a


cable message which briefly intimated that he had been wounded.  He is not reported as seriously


wounded however, and in the absence of further news it is to be assumed favourable progress is


being maintained, it being the usual practice of the overseas authorities to notify the Department


of any material change in condition.  

His postal address is suggested as: [as above letter]









Yours faithfully









    Base Records
Another letter from Miss M. Yeates of Hornsey, 124 Ocean Street, Paddington, Sydney wrote to Base Records concerning Sapper G. Yeates and No. 3052 Private E.A. Taylor, 31st Battalion and she received the same standard reply as above with their addresses for correspondence being included.
Was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital until 13 October, 1916 moving to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth and entered a day later Monte Video camp.  On 31 October proceeded on furlough and report to the Command Depot at Wareham on November 14, 1916.
Mrs T.G. Cutts wrote another letter dated 31 December, 1916 to Base Records as follows:


Major J.M. Lean


Dear Sir,


Would you be so kind as to let me know if my son No. 2369 Sapper Geo. Yeates, 1st Mining Corps, 1st

Tunnelling Company, AIF who was wounded on August last, if he has joined his company in France or


is he coming home as I have not heard of his whereabouts since Sept. 16, 16 when he was in Leicester


Hospital, England.


Trusting I’m not giving you too much trouble.







I remain yours sincerely,








(Mrs) T.G. Cutts

On New Year’s Day, 1917 marched into the Drafting Depot at Perham Downs for training.

His name was among those appearing in the Casualty List published in the:


Base Records received a letter from Mrs Maud Gray dated 2 January, 1917:











76 Alfred Street,










Annandale











2nd January, 1917


Dear Sir,


Just a line to ask you if any cables or news of any kind should come through from the front concerning my brother, Sapper George Yeates (2369) kindly send it to me as he left my address at the headquarters.  My mother was living with me at the time he got wounded and the cable was sent to her.  Mother is now in a hospital an invalid and dying and she asked me to write and inform you and to ask you to send all information to me as I am drawing my brother’s pay.  He made me his next-of-kin.  The lady that wrote to the Base Records some time ago has nothing, nothing to do with him at all.  My address is 76 Alfred Street, Annandale.  I moved from Hegarty Street, Glebe last February before my brother sailed.  I saw by Monday’s paper that he had returned to duty and his address was Petersham.  It should have been Glebe.  The lady that wrote to the Base Record lives in Petersham and she had it altered.  

If you look through the books you will find that I am drawing his pay.  I am very sorry to trouble you

I would not have written to you only I do not want the cables to go astray for my mother’s sake.  She is worrying over him.








Yours faithfully








  Maud Gray
Base Records wrote to Mrs M. Gray on 8 January, 1917 in reply to her letter and advised that a communication had also been received from Mrs T.G. Cutts who stated that she was the mother of the abovementioned soldier and in view of conflicting statements it was necessary for her to furnish their office with a full explanation of the matter in order that his papers may be properly adjusted.

A day later Base Records wrote to Mrs T.G. Cutts, Fire Station, Petersham stating that according to records at their office next-of-kin of the abovenamed soldier was originally shown as mother – Mrs F. Yeates, but you in your communication of the 18 September, 1916 referred to this soldier as your son.  It was assumed that you were identical to Mrs Yeates and had remarried; the records amended accordingly.  In view of information which had reached their office they were obliged if she would kindly state whether such is the case.

The latest advice received here regarding Sapper G. Yeates was to the effect that he was discharged on 13/10/16 from 1st Auxiliary Hospital to Weymouth and gave his current postal address.
Mrs Maud Gray replied from her Annandale address on 12 January, 1917 to Base Records:


Dear Sir,


I am sorry that you have been troubled concerning my brother No. 2369 Sapper G. Yeates, Mining 


Corps.  Mrs T.G. Cutts is mother in name only.  She never bothered herself about George.  She


left him when he was only a fortnight old and never kept him in her life.  My mother reared him.


They are not on friendly terms.  She never bothered about him until he got wounded.  Mrs Cutts is


my sister Mary.  She is not on friendly terms with me because George always makes his home with

me and it was his wish for her not to have anything to do with his business at all.  Mrs Cutts had


George before she got married to Mr Cutts.  Her name before marriage was Mary Yeates.  We always


call George our brother because my mother reared him and he always calls us all his sisters.  I hope


you will not have to alter his papers on her account as she was not mother to him at all.  I am sure


my brother does not wish her to have anything to do with him at all.  He left me to draw his money


for him.  Kindly let me know if Mrs Cutts can have his papers altered and draw the money herself.  


Everything I have told you is the truth.  I never thought there would be any trouble about him like


hhis.  It is not right that she be allowed to interfere with his papers or anythings after all this time it


is nearly twenty-nine years she is only troubling about him now.  I had a letter from my brother last

mail saying that Mary is not known by the military authorities.  I am sending you the letter with it


in so you can see for your self he does not want her to trouble about him.  Kindly return the letter


from my brother as I want to keep it.  I am very sorry that you have been put to so much trouble.


I hope everything will be alright. 







I remain yours faithfully, 






    Mrs Maud Gray






 
Annandale


P.S.  Excuse the writing as I am not a very good scholar.

Transcript of her brother George’s letter written on paper printed with: Australian Imperial Force










No. 2 Command Depot










Monte Video, Weymouth










England.   [all crossed out]










Nov. 16, 16










Wareham


Dear Maud,


Yours to hand yesterday glad to see you are all very well as I am doing fairly well but my leg is a


bit weak yet.  By the time this reaches you I will be in France again stopping bullets.  I hope to


stop another the day I get back to the trenches so I can get away from it but I may stop one I may


never get over but I don’t think so.  George seems to be having a Bad time with his back.  I sent you


a cable last night to send me five pounds.  I never got any papers from any one.  It is not much use


sending them.  I went 160 miles to see Sid and never saw him as he was removed to another camp.


I think he has joined the Engineers.  There is not much chance of me getting home again for perhaps


years.  It is no use of any of you worrying over me as I am doing All Right but can’t say when this

lot will be over.  I can’t say anything of what I have saw.  I have had a look around London but I


don’t care much for it.  Sydney will do me.  I will have to say goodbye as news is off.




I remain with you and love xxxxxx.  Your fond brother




Sapper G. Yeates, 2369 1st Aust Tunnelling Company




1st Aust Division Base Depot, A.P.O. S17 France


Tell Hazel and Irene to write to me.


This is the part I want you to see at the bottom said Maud Gray:


Mary was very wild over me sending you the cable.  She could not understand how she did not hear


from the Military but she never will as they don’t know anythink about her.  Good bye.
Base Records replied on 17 January, 1917 to Mrs Gray and begged to inform her that her brother Sapper George Yeates showed his mother, Mrs T.G. Cutts as his next-of-kin, consequently that lady will be informed of any reports received at this office concerning her son.  The writer went on to state however that has nothing to do with his allotment of pay which she said has been left to her.  All matters concerning the pay of her brother were not dealt with by their officer, but by the Paymaster, Victoria Barracks, Sydney.
In view of the special circumstances of the case, the writer arranged that any further reports received, will be communicated to her as well as his mother.

Mrs Cutts wrote to Records on 24 January, 1917 from Fire Station, Stanmore Road, Petersham:


Major J.M. Lean,


Dear Sir,


In answer to your letter dated 13 Jan. regarding my son 2369 Sapper G. Yeates, Mining Corps I must 

tell you that Mrs F. Yeates is my mother and George Yeates grandmother who he lived with for many 

years and in the last 3 years in the State Hospital, Newington, ill and helpless as a baby and I really 

don’t know why he left her address care of my sister Maud Gray.  I have been married to Mr Cutts for

22 years.  I think as Sapper Geo. Yeates mother I have every right to be notified if he is ill or wounded.

Trusting you will still leave my address to be notified if it is necessary.

My son told me he left my address.

Thanking you for past favours and I have not taken up too much of your time.








Yours faithfully,








(Mrs) T.G. Cutts

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on 28 January, 1917 on board the transport S.S. Onward arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the following day.

A slight skin disease appeared on 5 February, 1917 while at the A.G.B.D. causing him to be sent to the 26th General Hospital at Etaples for treatment of scabies (a skin irritation caused by Itch Mite whose eggs are laid under the skin’s outer layer).  Discharged to the Depot for base details on February 25 after treatment completed.
News of his return to duty was reported in the:


Was sent to Segregation Camp, Etaples on February 26 where he remained until March 20, 1917.

Sapper was detached for duty on 7 April, 1917 with the 4th Division Salvage Corps.  Went before the Anzac Headquarters Review Board on 8 May and classed “A” fit by the medical board.  Re-joined his unit on May 25, 1917 from the Salvage Corps.
Mrs Cutts wrote to Base Records on 9 May, 1917 as follows:


J.M. Lean


Dear Sir,


I would like you to furnish me with news of my son of his whereabouts [military details given] as to whether


he returned to his company or is returning home as he was wounded and in hospital when I last heard


of him and trusting you will oblige.








Yours faithfully








(Mrs) M. Cutts

Their reply may have been on their printed card but letter stamped “sent through the section dealing with replies.” 

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving two years abroad.

The death of his grandmother aged 69 years was announced in the:


Interment for her took place in Anglican portion of Rookwood Cemetery within Section 5 in grave no. 4685.


He was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on 27 April, 1918 where he remained and was there when Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Leave from France was granted and taken from 14 November and returned to duty on November, 28, 1918.

Went sick on 31 December, 1918 and sent to the 55th Casualty Clearing Station then by Ambulance Train no.1 to the 7th General Hospital with a social disease.  From there was admitted to the 39th General Hospital until 15 January, 1919 when transferred to England entering the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford the next day.  After treatment of 45 days was discharged to the Convalescent Depot, Parkhouse on January 25, 1919.
Marched out on 4 February, 1919 to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny.

Sapper Yeates embarked for Australia on 2 March, 1919 on board H.T. Derbyshire.  Base Records advised next-of-kin on 17 March he was returning home. 
Another letter was sent to Base Records from Mrs George Gray, 149 Pyrmont Road, Pyrmont dated 6 March, 1919 informing Base Records that she had changed her address and could they give her any information as she heard he was in hospital in France with Influenza and was very ill.  She would be thankful for any information of him as she was very worried about him and let her know when he was coming home.
Records replied on 12 March, 1919 noting her change of address and no recent report to any effect had been received respecting this soldier.  His illness must not at any time have developed serious symptoms, otherwise cabled intimation would have been received from abroad.  
Cases of minor indisposition unlikely to develop seriously are usually reported to this office in hospital lists, which arrive later by post.  His address for correspondence was included.  Upon receipt of advice when he is returning to Australia she would be notified.

He filled in his Demobilisation form on 12 March, 1919 giving the following information:

Address prior to enlistment:

Mongorlowe, Braidwood, NSW

Date of birth:



7 September, 1886

Status:




Single – no dependants

Usual occupation:


Labourer

Last occupation:


Farm labourer £2 10s per week

Name & address last employer:
G.E. Wright, Orange, NSW

Promise of employment:

No

Returning to:



NSW.  Federal Electorate: Calare

Present condition:


Nil  22/3/19

Mrs M. Gray wrote to Base Records on 24 March, 1919 asking could they oblige with two more tickets to the Anzac Buffet for her sisters to meet Sapper George Yeates next month.  He was coming by the Derbyshire.  She would be very grateful to them if they could let her have two more tickets.

On March 27, 1919 Base Records replied stating that departmental instructions precluded them from issuing additional tickets of admission to the “Anzac Buffet”. 
The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 22 April, 1919.
News of their impending arrival was published in the:


Soldiers for Sydney (2nd M.D.) continued with their arrival reported in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 9 June, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  The British War Medal (37174) and the Victory Medal (36581) were issued to Sapper 2369 George Yeates, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

His Will was returned to the 2nd Military District on 30 October, 1919.

He returned to work at Orange, NSW and married there in 1923 to Linda Annie Matthews, daughter of Thomas and Mary Ann.

A copy of his service records was requested by the Sydney branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records and forwarded on 5 April, 1927.

In 1930 he was a poultry farmer at Bosley Park, Fairfield where they remained until listed in 1954 at 71 Proctor Parade, Sefton working as a storeman.   In 1958 their residence was given as 61 Proctor Parade, Sefton.

His wife Linda Yeates died in 1964 and he re-married in 1965 to Laurel Eunice May Williams at Bankstown.  His residence in 1977 was 12 Burton Avenue Chester Hill.

George Yeates passed away in the Concord Hospital on 3 October, 1977 aged 91 years.  Family announcements were published in the:


Cremation took place at Rookwood Crematorium.  His grandparents were listed as Joseph and Fanny Yeates in death records as his parents.
His mother Mary Caroline Cutts and husband Thomas resided at Nowra, NSW and she died there on 6 December, 1948.

REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:


1934
Yates, G.
Bosley Park, Fairfield
 Changed in 1947 to G. Yeates 71 Proctor Parade, Sefton
         1960-68
Yeates, G.
71 Proctor Parade, Sefton

             1969
Yeates, G.
71 Proctor Parade, Sefton

         1970-71
Yeates, G.
71 Proctor Parade, Sefton
Circular sent.  Reply ’71
© Donna Baldey 2022

www.tunnellers.net
Goulburn Evening Penny Post Tuesday March 28, 1916:


BRAIDWOOD


Sapper George Yeates (aged 29), a native of Braidwood, and the fifth son of Mrs Yeates, now of Sydney, and who enlisted in Sydney on Jan. 7th, spent his final leave with his relatives and friends early in the week.





								MRS F YEATES


								CARE MRS GRAY


								COLES STABLES, HEGARTY STREET


								GLEBE


	REGRET REPORTED SON PRIVATE GEORGE YEATES WOUNDED WILL PROMPTLY ADVISE


	ANYTHING FURTHER


							BASE RECORDS


								9/9/16








BASE RECORDS, MELBOURNE





	RECEIVED WIRE TWENTY-THREE SIX NINE SAPPER G YEATES 1ST AUST TUNNELLING CO


	IS THERE ANY FURTHER NEWS REPLY PAID


						MRS G. GRAY


						76 ALFRED STREET,


						ANNANDALE





	D.O’R								MRS G GRAY


									76 ALFRED STREET


									ANNANDALE


	NO FURTHER NEWS SAPPER G YEATES LETTER FOLLOWING


							BASE RECORDS


							  12/10/16 





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday January 2, 1917:


NEW SOUTH WALES 


RETURNED TO DUTY


Spr. G. YEATES, Petersham								Article abridged





Goulburn Evening Penny Post Tuesday February 27, 1917:


BRAIDWOOD


Sapper Geo. Yates, who was seriously wounded in the knee and leg some weeks ago, is back again in the Belgian trenches.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday September 17, 1917:


FUNERALS


YEATES—The Friends of Mr and Mrs CUTTS, and Mrs DOYLE, of Petersham, Mrs GRAY, of Annandale, and Miss YEATES are kindly invited to attend Funeral of their dearly beloved MOTHER, Fanny Yeates to move from William Metcalfe and Co’s Parlour, Church-street, Parramatta, THIS (Monday) AFTERNOON, at 10.30 for Church of England Cemetery, Rookwood.


WILLIAM METCALFE and CO.





Headstone for his grandmother Fanny Yeates in Rookwood Cemetery, Sydney


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave contributed by Kaz Bee





Age Tuesday April 22, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


Subject to pratique being granted the Victorian troops from all transports Ulimaroa and Derbyshire will disembark at the new pier Port Melbourne at 11 a.m. to-day.


The procession will take the usual route, Flinders-street, Elizabeth-street, Bourke-street and Swanson-street and should arrive in the city shortly before noon.   						


Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Friday April 25, 1919:


THE DERBYSHIRE


An enthusiastic welcome was accorded to the soldiers who landed yesterday afternoon from the steamer Derbyshire.


A feature of reception at the Anzac Buffet was the number of trips made to and from Woolloomooloo wharfs by a motor car decorated with the floral design “Victory.”  This car conveyed five batches of men in the afternoon and a similar number in the morning.


At the Anzac Buffet the Government was represented by Mr G.W. Fuller (Chief Secretary), who was accompanied by Captain J.W. Niesigh.





Sydney Morning Herald Thursday October 6, 1977:


DEATHS


YEATES, George—October 3, 1977, at R.G.H., Concord, late of 12 Burton Avenue, Chester Hill, dearly loved husband of Laurel, loved father of Thomas (deceased), dear step-father of Beryl and Keith Master, loved Pa of their family.


	Aged 91 years.


	Lest we forget.


Please watch these columns for funeral arrangements.





Sydney Morning Herald Friday October 7, 1977:


FUNERALS


YEATES—The relatives and friends of the late GEORGE YEATES, of 12 Burton Avenue, Chester Hill, are invited to attend his funeral, this day (Friday), to leave the Uniting Church, Bent Street, Chester Hill, after appointed to commence at 11.45 a.m.


At the conclusion of the service, the funeral will leave for the Rookwood Crematorium.


DIGNIFIED FUNERALS








