SAPPER ARTHUR GORDON YAXLEY
4808 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Arthur Gordon Yaxley stated he was born in Don, Devonport, Tasmania on 26 January, 1887 and another source states Port Sorrell, Tasmania and the fifth son of Matthew and Susan Sarah (nee Revell) Yaxley.  Military experience was six months with the Volunteers.
He married on 21 April, 1910 at Devonport to Eleanor Hancock and their wedding was reported in the: 
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In 1914 they were residents at Spreyton and his occupation was a labourer.
At the recruiting depot in Devonport, Tas on 11 February, 1916 the twenty-nine-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 179cms (5ft 10½ins) tall, weighing 72.7kgs (160lbs) with a chest measurement of 97cms (38ins) and a medium complexion with his brown eyes testing to good vision in his right eye and poorer eyesight in the left one and black was his hair.  Distinctive mark was an oval scar one and a half inches long on his right forearm.  Methodist was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Eleanor Yaxley of Spreyton, Tasmania and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their child.
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Acknowledgement to the new recruits was published in the:

News of the departure of several of the recruits was published in the:
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He took the Oath of Allegiance at Claremont camp on 2 March, 1916 with their arrival there reported in the:
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Allotment was with the No. 5 Tunnelling Company (6th Military District) from 1 March, 1916 and basic training continued to the 29th April.  
The next day their section of 3 officers and 76 Other Ranks plus 8 Reinforcements were transferred to Broadmeadows Camp, near Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) to join members of the No. 5 Tunnelling Company recruited from Victoria made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.) and also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic.)   His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4808.

Early in May 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training. 

The 7713-ton transport Warilda sailed from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Vic the No. 5 company departing on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O. Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Tunnelling Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O. Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O. Rs, set forth on their voyage the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at the Aust Details Camp, No. 3 Camp at Parkhouse.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 15 October, 1916 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot on 19 October.  He was sent to Segregation Camp on 31 October and returned to the A.G.B.D. on 2 January, 1917 until January 13 proceeding to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

Returned on 12 March and was taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company on 15 March, 1917.  The day after his arrival two camouflets were blown, one in Gallery 23 D.M. at a depth of 85 feet using 6000 pounds of ammonal and in Gallery 1 DDM using 4600 pounds at a depth of 112 feet.  
These camouflets were fired in conjunction with artillery & Trench Mortar bombardment of the enemy shaft-heads and in the vicinity where the enemy was heard working in his system up to the moment of firing.  Their casualties were assumed to have been heavy.  The tunnellers resumed work a few hours later.
Blue Chevrons were issued on 25 May, 1917 to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

His service continued without incident and was a recipient of comfort gifts from the Kalgoorlie Ladies Committee.  Each recipient signed the Thank-you letter which was reprinted in the: 

He was a member of a Detachment to the Armentieres sector and a full report of their movements and casualties taken from the Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company are as follows:
“The Detachment at Armentieres in the XVth Corps area, completed their work which was in time to be of great importance in the enemy attack which began on 9th April, and lasted for nine days till the 18th April.

The work of our Detachment and their behaviours during the attack was very creditable to everybody concerned.  Unhappily a very capable and popular officer in the person of Lieut. Neil CAMPBELL and 1057 Sapper KELLY, E. were killed, but only one other casualty occurred in the wounding of 4765 Sapper HOGAN, A.W. by a gunshot wound in the chest.

Lieut. J. DOW, the officer with the Detachment who assumed command after Lieut. Campbell was missing, in his report to the C.O. wrote:

Heavy bombardment commenced on the 8th and lasted all night.  Gas and H.E. shells were heavy.  It was rumoured that the enemy had broken through our line at Laventie.  On the 9th at 8 a.m. the day relief of 12 O.R’s went to work as usual with Lieut. Campbell in Charge.

In the afternoon I stopped the 4 p.m. relief from going to work.

Acting on instructions received from Lieut. Campbell, I telephoned the C.R.E. 34th Division for orders at 4 p.m. 

I was ordered to report to 101st Brigade at once.

Lieut. Campbell returned with the off-coming relief at 4.30 p.m.  I fell the men in with full kits and 48 hours rations.  There were 2 officers and 38 O.R’s in the party.

We march to assembly point (No 3 series M.G. Es.) (Sheet 36 B. 22 C. 40.85) while Lieut. Campbell reported to 101st Brigade per motor cycle.  Lieut. Campbell was ordered to report with the party to 102nd Brigade at Erquinghem.  The men were marched to Erquinghem and reported to 102nd Brigade at 7 p.m.  The 102nd Brigade ordered us to report back to 101st Brigade.

I marched the men back to No 3 Series Emplacements, (very heavy shelling on both marches) and again reported to 101st Brigade at 8 p.m. who ordered us to again report to 102nd Brigade.

Lieut. Campbell, self and four men went back to Erquinghem and reported to 102nd Brigade at 9 p.m., leaving the balance of the party in charge of Corporal Barsby at No 3 Series.  The G.O.C. 102nd Brigade ordered us to report to Major Osborne of the 15th Royal Scots Regiment.  
We did so and sent runners back for Cpl Barsby and others.  When the party arrived at 11 p.m. Major Osborne told us to report to Lieut. Young (Coy Commander) who showed us a position and ordered us to dig in.

This position was facing S.W. on the right flank of and at right angles to the front of the X Battalion.  (A composite Battalion of pioneers, Engineers, 18th N.F. and attached Infantry).

Lieut. Young told us we were behind the Reserve Line.  We posted sentries and stopped there all night.  Apparently there was no one on our right flank.  Erquinghem was heavily shelled until 1 a.m. on 10th.  We stood to until dawn.  At 7 a.m. the enemy appeared to be advancing – our right flank still in the air.  This was reported to Lieut. Young.  At noon, the enemy was seen crossing our front from left to right about 600 yards away.  Our right flank still unprotected.    Again, I reported this and sent out patrols to get in touch with our nearest troops.  Patrols reported a gap of 200 yards between us and some pioneers.

I patrolled the gap myself, and found it to be as reported.  We lengthened our line to try and link up.  The enemy was getting closer.  We opened fire at 400 yards.  At this stage a German was seen crossing our front about 200 yards away.  Sappers 5786 MUIR, J., 5858 WATSON, J.A. and 4434 NUNN-PENDLE, J. stalked him and took him prisoner.  An officer then reported that a Battalion of Royal Scots was coming to reinforce and fill the gap reported.  I met the officer and showed him the position.  Another Battalion came up and took up a position parallel to the railway line, and on our left flank.  The enemy came nearer and occupied a farm in front.  There was heavy enemy machine gun and rifle fire.  It was then 6 p.m.  Very heavy shortrange fire came from enemy light artillery.  Lieut. Campbell was now put in charge of the Company of the X Battalion to which we were attached, in place of Lieut. Young.  At 7.30 p.m. Lieut. Campbell received written orders from C.O. Xth Battalion to retire and report to Col. Stephenson, 16th Royal Scots at Jesus Farm.  Cpl BARSBY states that as the runner with this order came along the line he called out to the men “Jerry is over the canal, get back quickly.”  Although I did not hear this personally, the statement has been corroborated by several men of the detachment.

A number of men then retired without orders.  Lieut. Campbell did not seem satisfied and told me to hang on, while he saw about it.  He then walked towards Headquarters and was lost to view behind a burning estaminet.  He was not seen again by any of the party.  
Both companies on our flanks then retired and I ordered my company to retire in conformity.  During the retirement Sapper Kelly was hit and fell – He was believed to be killed.

The enemy were then very close and the enemy M.G, rifle and artillery fire was very heavy.

I took Sapper Ashford and went to Battalion Headquarters of 15th Royal Scots to look for Lieut. Campbell but found Headquarters deserted.

I picked up Cpl Barsby and 29 O.R’s at the rendezvous and reported with them to Jesus Farm at 8 p.m.

The balance of party were missing.  I looked for Col. STEPHNSON and Col. Lloyd of 12th Suffold Regt. 40th Division who took charge and posted us on the left of Wigan Post.  I called the roll.  Lieut. Campbell and the following O.R’s were missing:-



“6891  Spr. BURKE, G.F.

4518  Spr.  WILSON, P.R.




  5858   “    WATSON, J.A.  

6876    “    COOK, G.W.




  6668   “    BROWNHILL, F.W.
4808    “    YAXLEY, A.G.



  1057   “    KELLY, E. (Believed killed)

We stood to till 2 a.m. then fell in and marched to Neippe still under Col. LLOYD’s orders.  We arrived at Neippe at 3.30 a.m.  I called the roll and found that L/Cpl Mayne, Spr AHEARN, and Spr ROBERTS missing.

We rested until 5 a.m. then fell in and marched to the Mill off Armentieres – Bailleul Road.  We dug in here.

At noon we were ordered to fall in as a platoon attached to the 12th Suffolks.  We marched across the main road and took up a position at approximately.
At 1 p.m. we advanced as a wave in support of 12th Suffolks to hold enemy.

The South Wales Borderers, forward on our left front twice retired and were collected and sent back by Sgt Mjr MACEY of 12th Suffolks and myself.

We lay out all day in the field, under fire.  M.G.’s and Snipers very active.

4765 Spr. HOGAN, A.W. was sniped through the left breast.  4746 Spr. CAHILL, 6765 Spr. HOW, 2891 Spr. BLIZZARD and 4411 [4511] Spr. WILLIAMS, H. carried him to Field Dressing Station.  Spr. Williams returned.  The other three were stopped by an officer.

At dark (8.30 p.m.) the 12th Suffolks retired, as ordered, through my position and my platoon covered in retirement, and followed on as rear guard, in accordance with instructions from Col. LLOYD.

We marched towards Bailleul and rested for a few hours on Bailleul Road.

I called the roll and found Spr. HOW, CAHILL, BLIZZARD missing.  Fell in at 5 a.m. and marched to STRAZEELE.  Rested till 8 p.m.  After thanking the men for the support they had given, Col. LLOYD ordered me to report with my party to 1st Australian Brigade Headquarters at Pradelles. I did so and bivouacked the Aust. L.T.M. Battery.

On April 13th Brigade Major, 1st Australian Brigade, ordered me to report to 1st Field Coy Engineers at Borre, under Capt B. DOWLING.  I did so, and rested that day.

On April 14th, at 8 a.m. we marched to forward billets of 1st Field Coy, A.E. at Pradelles, our men were attached to the 2nd and 3rd Sections of the 1st Field Coy.  We worked on STRAZEELE defences and spitlocking and digging trenches.  There was a heavy bombardment of billets.  I sent a report by D.R.L.S. to C.O. 3rd Australian Tnlg Coy stating position, nominal roll, and asking for orders.

On April 15th we reconnoitred positions for charges to mine roads at Strazeelle, Sec. Bois and Railway.

We excavated for above but there were no explosives to complete the charging.

On 16th and 17th we dug strong points and alarm posts.  There was very heavy enemy shelling.

At 8 p.m. orders were received from the C.O. 3rd Australian Tnlg Coy to meet transport at Wallon Capelle at noon of 18th to rejoin the Unit.

On the 18th I fell in the Detachment and we marched to Wallon Capelle.  We met the lorry from 3rd Aust. Tnlg Coy, picked up L/Cpl MAYNE and 8 men at EBBLINGHEM and arrived at Headquarters of 3rd Aust. Tnlg Coy at 6 p.m.

The following is a nominal roll of the party at 4.30 p.m. on 9.4.18:

Lieut. N. Campbell

Lieut. J. Dow


1251 Cpl Barsby, S.



4395 L/Cpl Mayne, E.

5616 L/Cpl Stubbs, W.S.
910 Spr. Ahearn, R.T.


6668 Spr. Brownhill, F.H.
922   Spr. Bennetts, A.C

6891   “   Burke, F.S.



4537   “   Burke, W.E.

4277   “   Bunning, W.

4746   “   Cahill, S.


6873   “   Cook, C.W.

6765   “   How, W.G.

4765   “   Hogan, A.W.


5337   “   Hausson, F.G.  
1057   “   Kelly, E.

5363   “   Leaver, C.H.


4419   “   McLean, A.

4422   “   McLean, T.D.

1223   “   Marsh, E.



5786   “   Muir, J.

4434   “   Nunn-Pendle, J.
2325   “   Novok, S.  


1215   “   Peach, J.

5819   “   Ritten, T.   

6645   “   Ryan, T.


4462   “   Roberts, W.

4843   “   Symons, A.V. ]
4516   “   Wilson, J.

4818   “   Wilson, P.R.

1237   “   Smitheram, T.T.
5858   “   Watson, J.A.


1200   “   Williams, W.

4808   “   Yaxley, A.G.

1247   “   Ashford, S.F.

4282   “   Browne, S.

5724   “   MacManus, P.  
2891   “   Blizzard, D.N.


4511   “   Williams, H.
The behaviours of the Detachment under trying circumstances was splendid.  Their coolness and steadiness under heavy fire was admirable.

Their conduct, whilst acting as a covering screen in the retirement on the night of the 11th was worthy of the high traditions of the British Army.
It is with very great regret that I have to report:

“Lieut. Campbell, N


-

Missing (believed killed)

  

1057  Spr. Kelly, E.


-

      “              “          “

  

4765    “   Hogan, A.W.


-

Wounded (G.S.W. in chest).”

(Sgd.) JOHN DOW


19.4.18




         Lieut. 3rd Aust. Tunlg Coy.”

The incidents above reported form a series of exciting happenings at a time when Tunnellers were, from force of circumstances, doing Infantry work, and very creditably too.

The C.O. received the following letters from the Controller of Mines, 1st Army:

   “C.O.,


3rd Aust Tnlg Coy

The chief engineer XVth Corps has read the report upon the operations of your Northern Detachment during the fighting near Armentieres of 9th to 18th April, 1918.

He wishes me to convey to Lieut. Dow and all ranks of the detachment his warmest congratulations on the splendid manner in which they behaved.






(Sgd.) R. STOKES, 







Lt Col, R.E.







   Controller of Mines

1st Army







28th April, 1918.

In an audit of the Company, he was noted to be still serving with his section on 26 April, 1918.

On 27 May, 1918 was wounded in action suffering from a shell gas attack and taken to the 34th Field Ambulance then on to the 6th Casualty Clearing Station.

The Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company recorded the following:
“On 27.5.18, the following O.R’s were gassed.



6687  Spr.  Wilson, W.T.

5956  Spr.  Baxter, T. 



6106    “     Cripps, A.


2485     “   Bunyan, J.C.



5844    “    Tainsh, H.


4808     “   Yaxley, A.G.



4746    “    Cahill, G.J.


5784     “   Millane, J.A.



8214    “    Morse, B.”
Sapper was moved two days later to the 30th Casualty Clearing Station and discharged to his unit on 31 May, 1918.
Base Records regretted to advise his wife on 10 June, 1918 it was reported her husband had been gassed and classed as wounded.  His address was included for correspondence.

He was paid in France on 13 June, 1918.

His name appeared in the 443rd Casualty List appearing in the:

On 7 September, 1918 he was sent to the 47th Field Ambulance being admitted with Pulmonary Tuberculosis and a day later entered the 12th Stationary Hospital with Tubercule of the Lung and admitted on 10 September to the 22nd General Hospital diagnosed with Pulmonary TB.
On 14 September, 1918 was invalided to England on the hospital ship Pieter de Connick entering the Grove Military Hospital, Tooting with Tuberculosis.  On 30 September was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital, Harefield.

Mrs Yaxley was advised further by Base Records on 3 October, 1918 that it was reported that her husband was admitted to Grove Military Hospital, Tooting, England on 14/9/18 sick, not diagnosed yet, actual condition not stated.  His address was also included.

Remained a patient until 23 October, 1918 then discharged to the No. 2 Command Depot, Weymouth.  Returned to No.1 A.A.H. on 4 November and was probably still there when Peace was declared.
Mrs Yaxley wrote to Base Records on 16 November, 1918 stating that about six weeks ago word was received about her husband ill in England, since then she had received no word about him or his name in any list so far.  If there is any report about him to find out about his condition and let her know it would be a great relief.  It is a long time to wait each week since expecting to hear.
Base Records replied on November 18 acknowledging her letter and since reported he was admitted to hospital in England suffering from an illness not diagnosed, nothing later has come to hand.  In the absence of such it can be assumed that he is making satisfactory progress, the practice of overseas authorities being to notify this Department of any material change in condition.  Letters addressed as previously advised would be forwarded to wherever he may be located at the time of their arrival abroad.  Your husband’s name will be published shortly in the press in Casualty list 443.  Any later cable reports will be promptly transmitted to her.

Sapper Yaxley embarked for Australia on 5 January, 1919 due to Tubercule of Lung on board H.T. Kanowna.  Base Records advised his wife on 24 January that he was returning home.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 7 March, 1919.  News of their arrival was published in the:

The soldiers for Tasmania left by ship with their impending arrival published in the:


He appeared before the Medical Board at No. 12 Aust General Hospital, Launceston on 12 July, 1920 and his Statement of Case reads:

Essential facts:
suffering from Phthisis [old name for TB] contracted in France, 1918






(sgd.) A.G. Yaxley


Caused by:

Military service


Present condition:
Fibroid phthisis left lung





Home treatment recommended


Debility caused by:
in the field


Board finding:

Caused by military service


Disability permanent: No


Improvement:

Slowly and partially

Labour market:
100%


Discharge:

Yes


Further treatment:
Home treatment


Approved:

Hobart 12/7/1920

He was noted to be still on strength with military authorities on 13 July, 1920.

Anglesea Barracks, Hobart forwarded to Base Records on 26 July, 1920 medical documents of the ex-soldier who arrived by Kanowna on 7 March, 1919 and to be discharged on 10 September as medically unfit.
Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th Military District) on 10 September, 1920 as medically unfit.

Arthur Gordon Yaxley passed away on 3 August, 1921 aged 34 years at Spreyton.  News of this and arrangements were published in the:

A report on the fate of the local enlistees was published in the:


Interment took place in the Don Congregational Cemetery, Devonport within plot 292.

His military funeral was covered by the 


Business in regards to his Estate was advertised in the:


His widow placed the following in the Bereavement Notices in the:

The British War Medal (4125) and the Victory Medal (4114) were issued for his sacrifice to Sapper Arthur Gordon Yaxley, 3rd Tunnelling Company.

His widow signed the delivery receipts on 3 May, 1922 at Spreyton, Tas for the British War Medal and Victory Medal for Base Records.
Mrs Yaxley died on 1 January, 1967 aged 79 years.  

In the Tasmanian Garden of Remembrance at Carr Villa War Cemetery, Launceston a plaque commemorates his service on Wall 5, Row H.  
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North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Saturday April 23, 1910:


WEDDING BELLS


A very pretty wedding took place on Thursday at the residence of Mr James Hancock, Don, when Miss Eleanor Hancock, youngest daughter of the late Mr James Hancock, Sen., and Mr Arthur Gordon Yaxley, fifth son of the late Mr Matthew Yaxley, of “Pleasant Valley,” Forth, were married in the bonds of matrimony by the Rev. Stewart Byron, of Devonport.  The bride was given away by her brother Mr James Hancock, looked very charming in an Empire gown of cream voile trimmed with silk net and guipure insertion.  She was attended by her little niece, Miss Violet Hancock, who looked very sweet in a cream serge Dorothy dress trimmed with lace and insertion and white droop hand made of silk straw trimmed with white bows and wreath of pink roses, and also wore a gold brooch, the gift of the bridegroom.  The bridegroom was attended by his brother Mr Garnet Yaxley.


After the ceremony, the guests (who included only the immediate relatives of the respective couples) sat down to the sumptuous repast, after which the usual toasts were proposed and responded to.  During the evening the happy couple left for their future home at Spreyton, amidst showers of confetti and good wishes.  The bride’s travelling dress was a navy coat and skirt, with which she wore a beautiful fully embroidered and drawn-thread work white silk blouse; she wore a droop hat of pale pink chip straw swathed with pink surah silk and rosettes.  The presents were numerous and useful.





North West Post Saturday February 12, 1916:


RECRUITING CAMPAIGN


The first examination for enlistment in the A.I.F. was carried out at the Drill Hall, Devonport last night.  Capt. Heyer was the examining Medical Officer.  The Area Officer (Lieutenant F. Dransfield) supervised the arrangements assisted by Lieutenant D.M.  White (Senior Cadets).  22 submitted themselves, of whom 10 were passed for active service; 6 for home service, and 6 rejected.  Those who passed were A.G. Yaxley, Roy Waldo, W.D. Weller, G. Readman, C. Hearps, F. Hilliard, J. E. Mitty, C.E. Barr, E.B. Slater, E. Butler.





North West Post (Formby) Thursday March 2, 1916:


RECRUITING CAMPAIGN – DEVONPORT RECRUITS


Privates E.R. Hancock, A.G. Yaxley, F.C. Stonehouse and G. Readman left Devonport by yesterday morning’s train for the Claremont camp here they will join the A.I.F.				


Article abridged





The North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Monday March 6, 1916:


THE NEW ARMY – ENTERED CAMP AT CLAREMONT - OVER 1,000 SINCE NEW YEAR


The undermentioned (56) officers and men joined the Claremont Camp on Thursday:


Privates D.L. Treweck, J. Hern, L. M’Gee, W. Parsons, W.J. Williams, G. Breward, B.K. Baker, L.R. Bartlett, J.H. Roberts, L.A. Gill, C.J. Thorpe, A.E. Ford, G.R. Jackson, J.D. Shepherd, E.H. Cooke, A.W. Walsh, J.H. Crawford, H.W. Chapman, E.D. Churcher, E.C. Barrett, W.H. Lovell, H. Mayne, G. Readman, E.R. Hancock, A.G. Yaxley, A.W. Hunn, A.R. Reed, J.A. Barrow, B. West, W. Cock, L.W. Smart, M.G. Hawkesford, G.W. Bailey, A.A.S. Feltham, B. Lawson, E.C. Stonehouse, J. Pugh, C.C. Dawes, A.H.T. Bender, L.J. Shea, S.C. Sinclair, H. Swinton, C. Robertson, C. Moran, T. Doyle, E.H. Bennett, C. Clayton, C.G. Swinton, W.J. Drew, W. Stewart, G. Gould, F.G. Lowrie, J.R.C. Parson, Lieut.-Col J.E.C. Ford, Captain J.P. Clark, Captain J.D.W. Chisholm. Lieut. H.L. Foster.





Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday April 16, 1918:


TUNNELLERS’ COMFORTS – MEN WHO RECEIVED THEM 


Sometime ago gifts were despatched to the front by the No. 1 Tunnelling, Pioneers and Engineers committee, and a list of recipients has now been received by the secretary, Mrs R.M. Jordan as follows—No. 4808 A.G. Yaxley,											


Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Thursday June 27, 1918:


WOUNDED IN ACTION


Spr. A.G. Yaxley, Spreyton, (gas)							Article abridged





The Herald Friday March 7, 1919:


KANOWNA’S TROOPS ARRIVE


In dreary weather the troops from the hospital ship Kanowna landed late this afternoon.  Arrangements were made for them to be taken direct to Caulfield Military Hospital, as it had been found out that, owing to the large number of serious cases in hospital ship contingents, in is useless to take men to the “finalisation” depot as the majority of them require further treatment.  Eight cot cases and 90 invalids were landed for Victoria.





The Mercury Monday March 10, 1919:


SOLDIERS IN QUARANTINE – THE S.S. KANOWNA’S TROOPS


The troops from the s.s. Kanowna will arrive at Hobart from Barnes Bay tomorrow afternoon.  They include several cot cases, which will be taken direct to the Base Hospital. 





Advocate (Burnie) Friday 5 August, 1921:


MEN AND WOMEN – PERSONAL PARAGRAPHS


The death of Mr A.G. Yaxley took place at his residence at Spreyton on Wednesday.  Deceased was only 34 years of age, and he leaves a widow and daughter to mourn their loss.  He saw active service with the A.I.F., 3rd Tunnelling Company, and his health suffered in consequence.  He will be accorded a military funeral, which is fixed for to-morrow, starting for the Don Cemetery at 1.30 p.m.


FUNERALS


YAXLEY—The funeral of the late Sapper A.G. Yaxley, late of Ulverstone, will leave Mrs Walsh’s residence, Esplanade, Devonport, at 12.45 this day, arriving at the Anglican Church, Ulverstone, at 3 p.m.  Friends please accept this intimation. —Jeffrey, Undertaker.


R.S.S.A.I.L.A., Devonport—All returned soldiers are requested to attend, in uniform, the funeral of their late comrade, Sapper Gordon Yaxley, leaving his late residence, Spreyton, at 1.30 p.m. tomorrow (Saturday) for the Don Cemetery—J.N. Holyman, President.


P.A.F.S.O.A, No. 8—Members are requested to attend the funeral of our late Brother A.G. Yaxley, which leaves his late residence, Spreyton, at 1.30 p.n., to-morrow for the Don Cemetery.








Advocate (Burnie) Monday 8 August, 1921:


THE SPREYTON CONTINGENT AND THEIR FATE


(By Senex)


The death of A.G. Yaxley (A.I.F.), of Spreyton, after a long and trying illness, the result of being gasses, recalls to my mind the enlistments from the little district of Spreyton, and the fate of the gallant little contingent, Arthur Graver, Willian and Dan Sheedy, and Harold Smith saw service in Gallipoli in the A.I.F., though, I think Dan was in the naval service.  Harold Smith was wounded before the evacuation, and returned to his home with his right arm crippled for life.  Graver and William Sheedy saw service in France, and gave their lives for their country. Sheedy had the longest run, and was a sergeant-major at the time of his death.  On the failure of the conscription poll, married men began to join up, amongst them being A.G. Yaxley, G. Readman and J.P. Evans who sent away together.  Evans was returned first I believe; he is now much improved.  Readman returned next, badly injured in the arm, but has since recovered, whilst Yaxley was a hospital case for long weary months before he was returned home to die a long lingering death, the result of that hellish atrocity, gas, first brought into use by German “kultur” and eventually used against them by the Allies with great success.


Contd.





Continues


It was evident to me that poor Yaxley would never recover; for the fine strong willing workman was a physical wreck on his return, and his death may be looked upon as a happy release.  After the repeated rejections, on account of failure to pass the sight test, Arthur Dumbleton was taken for the Army Medical and was the most fortunate of this little band of neighbours, having the privilege of being in at the finish and being employed in the Field Ambulance on 8th August, 1918, which was Australia’s “busy day” at the war, for the Aussies and Canadians had the distinction of taking “star” parts on the breaking of the Hindenburg line.





Those attending the funeral and thinking of the past must have rejoiced in the fact that Yaxley willingly did his duty, though the path of duty with him, as with Graver and Sheedy, led to the grave.  Let us hope the survivors of the A.I.F. will stand together in peace times, doing their duty as in the war, and remembering that having won the war it is obligatory for good Britishers to win the peace. For peace has its victories as well as war.    





Advocate (Burnie) Monday August 8, 1921:


MEN AND WOMEN – PERSONAL PARAGRAPHES


The funeral of the late Sapper A.G. Yaxley, of Spreyton, took place yesterday afternoon, the place of interment being the Don cemetery.  The large attendance testified to the respect in which deceased was held.  Four returned soldiers bore the coffin to the grave.  Rev. Fred J. Wood conducted a service at the graveside, where the P.A.F.S. ritual was also observed by the lodge chaplain.  Captain Ferry (Salvation Army) sounded “The Last Post.”





Advocate (Burnie) Tuesday August 23, 1921:


NOTICES


EXECUTOR’S NOTICE.  It is requested that all claims against the Estate of ARTHUR GORDON YAXLEY, late of Spreyton, deceased be forwarded forthwith to the Executors, under cover to J.H. Henry, auditor, Devonport.





Advocate (Burnie) Saturday September 3, 1921:


THANKS


Mrs A.G. Yaxley wishes to sincerely thank all kind friends and relatives for letters, cards and floral tributes, and personal expressions of sympathy in her sad bereavement; also to thank Dr Addison and Sister Finlay for kindness shown.  Spreyton, Sept 2. 1921.





Photos sourced from Find-a-Grave website
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Their grave in Don Cemetery, Devonport, Tas


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website: Contributed by lulu








