SAPPER FREDERICK WALTER WRIGHT
3515A – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Frederick Walter “Friday” Wright was born on 12 August, 1894 near Bourke, New South Wales the son of Louisa Wright (aboriginal woman) and an unnamed father.  In 1915 he was working as a labourer at Killarney near Toowoomba, Queensland.

At the recruiting depot at Toowoomba on 28 July, 1915 the single labourer gave his age as twenty-four years (actual age was 21 years) when applying for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken of the Killarney resident were his height of 164cms (5ft 4¼ins) tall with a chest measurement of 87cms (34ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer. 
Attestation forms were completed and describe him further weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a dark complexion, dark brown eyes and black hair.  Church of England was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs L. Wright of James and Cameron Streets, Newcastle, NSW.  He stated he had been fined 5 shillings for drunkenness two years previous.  The Oath of Allegiance was taken and signed the same day.  Basic training commenced with the 31st Depot Battalion at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane until 26 August then received further training with the 9th Reinforcements to the 9th Battalion.

It is not known if “Friday” Wright had any previous training as a boxer prior to his enlistment but his talent showed through during the sports training made available to soldiers in their free time at the barracks.  He became a promoted contestant in Brisbane and at the barracks contests. 
Military Discipline was issued for the following while a member of A Company, No. 6 Depot Battalion:



Crime:

Brisbane 5/9/15





(1) Conduct to the prejudice of good order that in accosting a lady in the





street and insulting her





(2) Resisting arrest





(3) Striking military police and inflicting grievous bodily harm





(4) Using obscene language

Remanded for further investigation by authorities and dealt with in November, 1915.
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A six-round boxing contest was advertised with him contesting at the Brisbane Stadium on 15 September, 1915 and reports of the contests were published in the:

At the stadium at Baker’s Paddock, Enoggera barracks he contested another fight which was reported in the:
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He was arrested in Brisbane on 23 November, 1915 for the following:
Offence:
(1) escaping from arrest from the detention camp [found in Elizabeth St, city]

(2) resisting arrest - Cab fare charge 3 shillings back to barracks to be deducted from pay




(1) pleaded guilty




(2) pleaded guilty
Award:

(1) 14 days F.P. No. 2 [field punishment]



(2) 14 days F.P. No. 2   25/11/15 M.F. Lyons Assistant Provost Marshall

A report of his court martial at Victoria Barracks was published in the:
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[image: image4.jpg]


Other contests were advertised for him at the Brisbane Stadium for 8th and 16th January, 1916 in the:
Contesting public boxing tournaments began to clash further with his military training as he had to take unauthorised leave in order to compete which got him into deeper trouble.


Offence:
Enoggera Absent without leave from midnight 10/1/16 to 4 p.m. 17/1/16


Award:

14 days C.B. [confined to barracks]


Total forfeiture:
7 day’s pay       Notes: 173 days service; character fair.
Was transferred on 16 January, 1916 from the 6th Depot Battalion to the 11th Reinforcements to the 25th Battalion.

Doctors A.C.F. Halford and A.M. McIntosh of Turrawan, Clayfield gave their medical report on him dated 17 January, 1916 as follows:

This is to certify that F.W. Wright has been suffering from Neurasthenia [nervous condition, constantly worried to point of exhaustion] for the past few days.


Despite this “Friday” Wright competed at the official opening of the boxing stadium at the outer paddocks of Enoggera barracks several days later and reports appeared in the:

A new contestant Tommy Ryan had defeated all the local boxers thus making a name for himself and reported in the:

With or without permission “Friday” left to compete in contests as the following discipline shows:

Offence:
17/2/16 Absent without leave from 6 a.m. 17/2/16 till 3 p.m. 20/2/16 - 129 hours




(2) disobedience of orders on parade 22/2/16


Award:

14 days C.B. by Major F.J. Board, commander Bell’s & Vidgen’s paddocks





Notes: length of service – 7 months.  Last entry in conduct book 18/1/16


Offence:
Brisbane 21/2/16 drunkenness – 4.45 p.m.   Cab Fare 3 shillings

Award:

Fined 10 shillings by Major F.J. Board – Bell’s & Vidgen’s paddocks

At the end of his patience on 29 February, 1916, Lieutenant A.E. Harris, the Officer Commanding the 11th Reinforcements to the 25th Battalion wrote to the Adjutant, Bell’s & Vidgen’s paddocks making special application for the transfer of Private Wright, Frederick Walter from the Unit under his command.  He considered him undesirable in view of his past and present conduct and enclosed an extract of his conduct sheet (offences listed above).  He had been in camp since 28 July, 1915 and was appointed to the 9th Reinforcements, 9th Battalion on 26 August, 1915 from thence to late No. 1 Depot Battalion to No. 6 Depot Battalion (A Company) to present unit 11th Reinforcements, 25th Battalion.
On 1 March, 1916 Major J.A. Austin, Reinforcements wrote to the Camp Commandant that he recommended that Pte Wright, Frederick Walter, known as “Friday” Wright be discharged from the A.I.F. as not likely to become an efficient soldier and is undesirable.  He went on to say “The ways of a big town have almost demoralised him.  He understood he is a half-caste Māori.”  Discharge was approved on 4 March, 1916.  Military discharge was issued in Brisbane on 13 March, 1916 – not likely to become an efficient soldier.

Demoralised, to some extent perhaps or was his body unable to withstand the continuous six months of vigorous punching during the frequent tournaments and recovering while training as a soldier simultaneously.  He did find military discipline contradictory to his own free will.
Just over a fortnight later he contested with others at the Brisbane Stadium with a write-up as follows in the:
The last of his fights to be reported was early in April, 1916 in the:

Less than a month later on 1 May, 1916 at Port Melbourne, Victoria the single twenty-four-year-old miner applied to re-enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  In order to be accepted into the Aust Imperial Forces he claimed he was of Māori descent being born in Rotorua, New Zealand.  Forms of Attestation were completed and describe him as 163cms (5ft 4ins) tall, weighing 61.3kgs (135lbs) with a chest expansion of 82-87cms (32-34ins) with a dark complexion, his brown eyes testing to good vision and black hair.  Distinctive marks were three feint vaccination marks on his left arm, three tattoos on his left arm and one on the right one.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Louisa Wright of Nord’s Wharf, Catherine Hill Bay, Newcastle and later changed to Cobar, NSW.
He was allotted to the Miners’ 4th Reinforcements in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 3515.  It was noted that he had not taken the Oath of Allegiance which was signed on the day of embarkation.
The 81 Reinforcements embarked on the transport RMS Orontes on August 16, 1916 from Melbourne, Vic. The mail ship sailed to Adelaide, S.A. then Fremantle, W.A departing on August 23, 1916. After leaving the stormy Australian coast the vessel docked at the African ports of Durban, Capetown and St Vincent.

The following disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Crime:

At sea 7/9/16 AWL (under 6 hours)



Award:

Forfeits 1 day’s pay by O.C. Troops 9/9/16


After fifty-two days at sea of generally fine and mild weather arrived at Plymouth, England on October 2, 1916.  They were detrained to Tidworth and marched in to No. 3 Details Camp for further training for the front at Parkhouse.
Was admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological hospital at Bulford on 14 October and after nineteen days curative care was discharged on 1 November and taken on strength at No. 3 Details camp.

Further discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
Parkhouse (1) failing to rise at Reveille (2) not complying with an order 





by N.C.O.



Award:

168 hours detention by Captain Leech M.C. 4/11/16

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on New Year’s Day, 1917 on board S.S. Arundel arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.  His regimental number became 3515A from January 10, 1917.

On 13 January was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

Sapper was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on 27 January, 1917.

The following was dealt with:



Offence:
4/3/17 while on active service not complying with VII Company Routine





Order No. 295 dated 23/8/16



Award:

7 days F.P. No. 2



Offence:
4/3/17 W.O.A.S. absent without leave from 9 a.m. to 9.30 a.m. 1/4/17


Award:

2 days F.P. No. 2

Went sick to the 133rd Field Ambulance on 5 April, 1917 moving to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station a day later being diagnosed with a social disease then conveyed on Ambulance Train no.20 to Boulogne and admitted to the 7th Convalescent Depot.  A relapse occurred and he entered the 51st General Hospital at Etaples.



Crime:

W.O.A.S. 17/4/17 breaking out of hospital at Etaples



Award:

14 days F.P. No.2 by C.O. 18/4/17

Was transferred to the Aust Military Police’s Compound, Etaples after discharge from hospital.  On 1 May marched into the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles.  On 11 June, 1917 marched out to the 3rd Tunnelling Company and was taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company.

In the After War Report for the 3rd Tunnelling Company the following was recorded around the time he arrived:
“At the beginning of June following on the advances made in the Hill 70 Sector, work was put to hand to consolidate the new positions and to build Dugout Extensions.  The investigation detachment continued the examination of the captured enemy shafts and galleries.

Listening was still carried out at Hill 70.”

Marched out on 30 August. 1917 to the 16th Field Ambulance with dental caries and moved for treatment at the 18th Casualty Clearing Station.  On September 1 admitted to the 4th Stationary Hospital at Arques and discharged to duty thirteen days later.



Crime:

Absent from tattoo 7/10/17



Award:

2 days F.P. No. 2   8/10/17



Crime:

Drunk and creating a disturbance in a billet 20/10/17


Award:

14 days F.P. No. 2 by O.C. Coy 23/10/17
Back in Brisbane he was mentioned in an article about the boxers at Enoggera camp during 1916 and was published in the:



Crime:

Drunkenness 26/11/17


Award:

14 days F.P. No. 2 by O.C. Coy 27/11/17

He appeared before a Court Martial at La Rouse on 24 December, 1917 as follows:



Charged:
(1) disobeying a lawful command given by his superior officer on 1/12/17





(2) violently resisting an escort whose duty, it was to have him in charge



Finding:
Guilty – Sentence 18 months I.H.L. [in hard labour] 26/12/17



Confirmation:
By Col. D.A. Waring, 138th Infantry Brigade



Remarks:
Remitted to 6 months I.H.L. by Gen. Horne, commander 1st Army 13/1/18


Time awaiting trial:
1/12/17 to 25/12/17.  Portion of forfeiture – concurrent

On 19 January, 1918 admitted to undergo sentence of 12 months, awarded 24/12/17 at No. 10 Military Prison at Dunkirk.

On 13 June, 1918 was admitted to No. 2 Alex. Hospital, Dunkirk suffering conjunctivitis in right eye and discharged back to prison on June 23.

Sapper Wright was released after transfer to the 5th Military Prison on 23 June, 1918 due to review with suspension of sentence and to be entrained back to his unit re-joining the following day.


He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

On 11 December, 1918 was reported again for trial by Field General Court Martial.  This was held on 29 December, 1918 at Carvenon as follows:


Charged:
Absenting himself without leave from 0700 hrs 14/11/18 to 1600 hrs 





23/11/18.  Charge (2) sect. 10 

(2) A.A. Striking a person in his custody he was placed

(3) Resisting an escort whose duty it was to apprehend him 22/11/18



Finding:
(1) Guilty





(2) Not guilty





(3) Not guilty



Award:

3 months I.H.L.



Confirmed:
By Brig.-General F.G. Mowsell 3/1/19



Promulgated:
6/1/19


Forfeit:

Concurrent 29/12/18 to 6/1/19


Period under charge:
4/12/18 to 6/1/19

Went sick on 8 January, 1919 to the 13th Casualty Clearing Station with a relapse of a social disease and conveyed on Ambulance Train no.19 to Havre entering the 39th General Hospital. 
After 61 days curative care was discharged to the Aust Military Police at Havre on 9 March, 1919 and released on March 29 when sentence expired.
Orders were received on 4 April, 1919 to prepare for return to England disembarking at Southampton a day later and report to the 1st Training Brigade to await his voyage home.

Was booked to return to Australia on the troopship Bakara but admittance to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford on 18 July, 1919 cancelled that; remaining for a period of 54 days in treatment until discharged to duty on September 9 and report to No. 2 Group at Sutton Veny.
After demobilisation Sapper Wright embarked for Australia on 22 September, 1919 on board H.T. Port Sydney.  Base Records advised his mother on 14 October that he was returning home.

During the voyage the following discipline was issued:

Offence:
Disobeying Ship’s Standing Order (para 13 dated 22/9/19) in that he at about 17.30 hrs on 8/10/19 was gambling



Award:

forfeits 14 day’s pay



Offence:
24/10/19 disobeying Ship’s Standing Order (para 13 dated 22/9/19) in that





he was gambling



Award:

14 day’s detention by O.C. Troops

He again appeared before the District Court Martial held at sea on 8/11/19:



Charged:
Striking his superior officer being in execution of his office in that he





at Fremantle on HMT Port Sydney on 5/11/19 struck with his fist in





the face Lieut. L.D.R. Scullymore, 3rd Division Engineers, A.I.F. who





was then endeavouring to quell a disturbance on board.



Pleaded:
Not guilty



Finding:
Guilty



Sentence:
to be imprisoned with hard labour for two years dated 8/11/19



Confirmed:
By Lt-Col P. Emrie C.M.G., D.S.O Commanding Troops HMT Port




Sydney dated 11/11/19


Date of Investigation:
6/11/19



Promulgated:
11/11/19


Period under charge:
6/11/19 till 7/11/19 – partly concurrent with 32069/6.
The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 13 November, 1919 and disembarked under escort.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
A day later further news of the voyage appeared in the:

Sapper Wright escaped his escort and was reported AWL and failed to re-embark for his destination in Sydney (2nd M.D.)
His name was still among the list of soldiers returning and placed in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Sydney on 13 November, 1919 as Services No Longer Required.

A Statement of his forfeitures was prepared by Base Records on 3 September, 1920 for the Finance Secretary.

On 8 December, 1920 Base Records also prepared a Statement of his Service for the Repatriation Department, Sydney for the Medical Board.  This was also used for the Review Board issuing Medals and the form is stamped “Automatically Forfeits.”

All Court Martial proceedings were progressively lodged with the Attorney-General’s Department during 1920. 

Sapper 3515A Frederick Walter Wright, 3rd Tunnelling Company was deemed ineligible for any war service medals on 4 September, 1922.

He returned to the boxing circuit with the following advertised seven months after his return in the:

He later joined the travelling Rodeo circuit which had a boxing challenge as part of the events with his name advertised as follows in the:

The 1st Military District Finance Officer, Brisbane wrote to Base Records on 17 April, 1934 after receiving a communication from the Hon. F.M. Forde, M.P. concerning the War Gratuity of Fred Walter Wright, care of Post Office Goovigen, but no trace could be found in the records of their office.  The writer would be glad if their records indicate the place of Wright’s discharge.

Base Records replied on 30 April, 1934 advising the subject appears to be identical with ex-no. 3515A F.W. Wright, 3rd Tunnelling Company, who was on 13 November, 1919 discharged in Sydney S.N.L.R.

The Brisbane Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested copies of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 15 May, 1934.

In June 1935 the following occurred and was committed for trial which was reported in the:

He was fined in the Police Court in 1940 for the following:


His claim for Worker’s Compensation was settled and reported in the:


Frederick (Friday) Walter Wright passed away about 19 April, 1949 aged 55 years at Concord, Sydney possibly in the Repatriation Hospital.  Arrangements were placed in the:

Interment took place in the Anglican portion of the Field of Mars Cemetery, Sydney within section R in grave no. 54 the following day.  There is no headstone.

Daily Standard (Brisbane) Thursday September 9, 1915:


STADIUM “POPS”


An attractive programme of boxing and vaudeville will be presented at the Stadium to-night at the regular “Pops.” Two six-round contests will be supplied by Larry Foran and Friday Wright, and Harry Randall and Tom Bonds.											Article abridged


Daily Standard (Brisbane) Thursday September 16, 1915:


BOXING


Two capital contests, each of 15 rounds, were witnessed at the Stadium last night.  Featherweights “Friday” Wright and Charley Dickson had a great set-to and kept the “house” in a simmer of excitement.  At the close of the stipulated term the referee was unable to separate them and declared “a draw.”	Article abridged





Telegraph (Brisbane) Thursday September 16, 1915:


BOXING IN BRISBANE – TWO 15-ROUND CONTESTS


There was a fair attendance at the Brisbane Stadium last night when two contests, which went to the full extent of 15 rounds took place.  The first was between Charles Dicksen and Friday Wright, now of the expeditionary force.  The latter is a good vigorous fighter, full of determination and with much capacity for taking punches.  Dicksen knows something about ringcraft and scientific boxing.  For several rounds Dicksen cleverly offstood Wright, but the vigour of the latter would not be denied and despite Dicksen’s straight lefts, he fairly waded in and brought on his score of points to a draw.					


Article abridged





Telegraph (Brisbane) Thursday October 7, 1915:


BOXING NOTES – DICKSON DEFEATS WRIGHT


Two good contests were provided at Baker’s Stadium last night, in the presence of a fair attendance.  In the principal bout, Charlie Dickson, 8st 11lbs, caused Private “Friday” Wright to be enough at the end of the 12th round, Wright complaining of an injured hand.  Dickson proved himself a clever, two-handed boxer and won practically every round.  He scored frequently with both hands and dealt out enough punishment to stop the average second rate loser.  The bout was by no means one-sided for up to the final round, Wright was dangerous, boxing in with bull-dog tenacity, conspicuous of his calling, and at times scoring with heavy blows.  In the twelfth round, Dickson hurt his right hand which he had been using effectively up to that stage.  Wright showed no outward sign of injury and the presence of his towel was unexpected but as a fact he fractured two small bones in his right hand in the ninth round.  					Article abridged





Daily Standard (Brisbane) Friday December 10, 1915:


SOLDIER COURT-MARTIALLED


The court-martial at Victoria Barracks was continued on Tuesday afternoon, Private Frederick Walter Wright, of the Infantry unit of the A.I.F., was charged with, and pleaded not guilty to, conduct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline, in that on November 5, [should read September 5] in Queen-street, he accosted a woman and insulted by a remark.  Defendant pleaded guilty to the charges of having resisted an escort, and have struck a person in whose custody he was placed, and not guilty to a second charge of “conduct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline,” in that he used obscene language while being conveyed to the barracks.


On the last charge he was found not guilty.  The defendant made a statement in defence of the first charge.  The finding will not be made known till it is confirmed.





Telegraph (Brisbane) Friday 7 January, 1916:


BOXING IN BRISBANE


The attraction tomorrow night at Brisbane Stadium will be a 20-rounds match between Nicol Simpson, of England, and Fritz Holland, sometime of America, supported by introduction matches, in which Frank Feeney will oppose Frank Oliver and Dick Haley will meet Friday Wright.		Article abridged





Telegraph (Brisbane) Friday January 14, 1916:


BOXING NOTES – QUEENSLAND FEATHERWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP


The preliminary contests starting at 7.15 p.m. will be Friday Wright v. Eddie Clifford and Alan Brown v. Jack Kileen.										Article abridged





Daily Standard (Brisbane) Friday January 14, 1916:


FEATHERWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP OF QUEENSLAND


Charley Dicksen who will attempt to wrest the State Featherweight Championship from Wave Gelkie at the Stadium to-morrow night.  Both are well known to local ringsiders that there is no necessity to dilate on their performances.


The preliminary contests will be between Eddie Clifford and Friday Wright and Jack Kileen and Allen Brown.








The Brisbane Courier January 20, 1916:


A.I.F. “WHITE CITY” – OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE BOXING STADIUM


The Boxing Stadium in the “White City” at Enoggera will be officially opened this evening, at 7.30, by the District Commandant (Colonel Geo, L. Lee, D.S.O.).  The programme will comprise two three-round preliminaries between W. Burns and P. Lynch, and F.C. Hoare and J.C. Groves; a three-round exhibition spar between “Mick” King (Australasian middleweight champion), and Fritz Holland (claimant to the title), by permission of Mr R.L. (“Snowy”) Baker; and a 20-round contest, Friday Wright v. Tommy Ryan.  The band attached to Bell’s and Vidgen’s paddocks will be in attendance, and will r ender incidental music and selections.  All officers and men are invited, and admission will be by silver coin.


Arrangements have been made for the first inter-camp boxing tournament, to start next Tuesday evening.  The contestants will be divided into feather, light, welter, middle and heavyweight divisions.





Daily Standard Friday January 21, 1916:


STADIUM IN CAMP – OPENED BY THE COMMANDANT


A monster gathering of members of the A.I.F. witnessed the opening of the new boxing stadium at Enoggera, by the State Commandant Colonel G.L. Lee, D.S.O. last night.  It was estimated that between 3500 and 4000 soldiers of all ranks were present, besides a number of representatives civilian guests.  


The stadium platform in every detail, and of substantial as well as neat design and has 19ft 6ins enclosure.  Near by a fine elevated grandstand proves an acceptable adjunct and last night was occupied by the Bell’s Paddock A.I.F. Band, under Sergeant Conductor Caves.  The sitting accommodation is arranged in amphitheatre fashion and when quite completed will seat 2200 [blurred].  Adjacent, is the spacious billiard rooms rapidly approaching completion and six tables will be installed.


A lengthy programme of boxing and sparring events followed.  The star feature was a contest between Private Friday Wright, 9st 1lbs and T. Ryan 8st 9½lbs, who met for a 20-rounds go.  Wright put up a game fight, but was outclassed by Ryan, who was in splendid form.  In the sixteenth round Wright retired, and both men received unbounded applause.  The management of Baker’s Stadium generously provided a number of interesting events.  During the evening Bandmaster Caves sang his now famous song “Boys of Australia” having lusty help in the chorus.  Good order and able management characterised the proceedings throughout.





The new Stadium near Enoggera Barracks


for boxing contests


The Queenslander Pictorial issue 1 July, 1916





Telegraph (Brisbane) Friday February 4, 1916:


BOXING IN BRISBANE – STADIUM TO-MORROW NIGHT


With two such aggressive and hard punching feathers as Tommy Ryan and Pat. Conly, opposed to each other there should be plenty of interest and excitement at the Stadium to-morrow night.  Ryan since his arrival in Brisbane, quickly defeated Luke Wright, Friday Wright and Charlie Dicksen, showing that he is also the possessor of a dangerous punch, as well as being a clever and aggressive boxer.





All competitors were bare-fisted boxers such as Pat Conly taking part in the above tournament.








Photo of Pat Conly sourced from Daily Standard February 4, 1916





Brisbane Courier Wednesday March 29, 1916:


BOXING – BRISBANE STADIUM


The contestants at the Brisbane Stadium to-night will be that fast-improving boxer Billy Riordan and the clever Wally Clark and “Friday” Wright and Charlie Dicker.					Article abridged





Referee (Sydney) Wednesday April 5, 1916:


BOXING IN BRISBANE


The Stadium manager had to arrange an impromptu program for Wednesday night, but the results turned out highly satisfactory and there were no regrets so far as patrons were concerned.


DICKER WHIPS WRIGHT


The second pair was Charlie Dicker (8-12) and Private “Friday” Wright (9-2).  These boys pummelled each other well for the whole 15 rounds, but the scrap hadn’t the sparkle of the first mill.  They were too much inclined to hang-on, Wright in particular, spoiling his work in this way.  Docker did his best to keep “Friday” out of range, where he could plunk in his left to the head and his right to the ribs, his attention to the body being indeed largely responsible for “Friday’s” desire to hang-on.  At the close Dicker got the verdict he had earned.





Referee (Sydney) Wednesday October 24, 1917:


BOXERS AT ENOGGERA


Enthusiast, writing at the Rifle Range Camp, Enoggera, Brisbane on the 16th inst, says—I have written to you before on boxing and boxers.  Your leading articles are very entertaining and at times amusing.  On Monday night last the goodhearted and energetic Mr Jack Munro brought a bunch of boxers out to the camp stadium. After the show it was cheers given for Edward and everyone else.


It was at our camp stadium that Tommy Ryan got a lot of limelight when he was in the arriving stage by knocking out Friday Wright, then a private, in 17 rounds.  


We used to have regular contests here some time back, but of late they have died out, more’s the pity.  


Article abridged





The Argus Thursday November 13, 1919:


RETURNING TROOPS – MEN ON S.S. PORT SYDNEY


A cordial welcome was given to the Victorian and Tasmanian troops who disembarked from the s.s. Port Sydney yesterday.  Motorists responded generously to the call for assistance, and the soldiers were conveyed in comfort to the A.I.F. depot in Sturt Street, where they were met by relatives and friends.  The men all spoke highly of the treatment received on the voyage, which was uneventful.





The Argus Friday November 14, 1919:


TROUBLE ON TROOPSHIP - ATTEMPTED MUTINY – DEATH OF ONE MAN REPORTED


According to Victoria and Tasmanian soldiers who reached Port Melbourne on Wednesday by the troopship Port Sydney, the voyage from England was marked by some very serious incidents.


It is said that the Port Sydney carried some men who had been sentenced to long terms of imprisonment for offences even as serious as murder.  When the vessel left England, it is stated, these men were placed in close confinement but they had outside sympathisers on board who raided the cells and set them at liberty.  They then mixed with the troops, taking advantage of their freedom, it is said, by attempting to organise a mutiny.  Inflamed with drink, they raised the cry of “Overboard with the officers,” and tried to enlist the support of the other troops.  The law-abiding men who constituted the great majority, refused to have anything to do with the malcontents, and the decision elicited filthy abuse.  							


The decent men were not slow to show their resentment, and it was decided to “clean up” the gang which was causing trouble.  The undesirables had armed themselves with weapons ranging from razors in bayonets and revolvers in preparation for a struggle, but seeing that the majority meant to keep their work and “clean up” the ship they fled for cover.  One of the men under sentence, it is asserted, was stabbed with a bayonet and died soon afterwards, but before any more blood was shed hostilities were stopped by the arrival of a party of officers and other troops.


It seems that this was not the only disturbance during the voyage, for it is stated that an attempt was made to murder one of the troops who had had a run of luck at roulette.  There was no suspicion that the man had played unfairly.  The mere fact that he had won was sufficient to arouse the ill-feeling of the gang already referred to, and as soon as the lights went out they tried to kick him to death, doubtless with intention of dividing his winnings amongst them.  They had very nearly succeeded in throwing him overboard when an opportune rescue was effected.


Many of the men, who returned by the Port Sydney expressed indignation at the freedom gained by the men, who before enlisting had had records.  “The arrangements on board were most unsatisfactory,” said a non-commissioned officer, “and in my opinion an inquiry is urgently called for.”





Sun (Sydney) Thursday November 13, 1919:


HOME AGAIN – MORE DIGGERS ARRIVE – PORT SYDNEY CONTINGENT


Following is the official list of troops who returned by the Port Sydney, and arrived overland from Melbourne this morning:


3515A Spr. F.W. Wright								Article abridged





Wingham Chronicle and Manning River Observer Tuesday June 14, 1921:


PUBLIC NOTICES


C. DICKSON, late A.I.F. (ex-Featherweight Champion of Sydney) v. Friday Wright (ex-Featherweight of Queensland), at Gloucester Saturday night, 25th June, for the sum of £10 aside and gate.





Evening News (Rockhampton) Saturday May 30, 1925:


CURLEY BELL’S RODEO


Special attractions are promised patrons at the Rodeo to-night.  These consist of local outlaws making their first appearance in the arena.  A full complement of the Rodeo outlaws will also give exhibitions of buckjumping.  Cash prizes are on offer for all successful outside riders.  Exhibitions of surcingle and flat saddle riding will be given.  The boxing challenge of Friday Wright still holds good to any lightweight wishing to secure the £1 on offer provided he can stand up and fight Wright for four rounds.				Article abridged





Louisa Wright - Photo sourced from Ancestry contributed by S. Horadam on 4 March, 1921





Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Thursday August 8, 1935:


MALICIOUS WOUNDING


Frederick Walter Wright, 39, a labourer, who was charged with having maliciously wounded Janet Peterson, at Tighe’s Hill on June 2, 1935, was found “Guilty” of maliciously wounding, but not with intent.  He was sentenced to imprisonment with hard labour for 23 months.


Appealing for mercy, Wright, who was not represented by counsel, said that last year he fell down mentally.  He had endeavoured to lift his people from the rut, but his sister did not understand him.  He had no knowledge of what happened at his sister’s house; but he did not go to the house with the intention of injuring anyone.  He did not know what had happened.


The Judge, after mentioning that the jury had negatived the charge to a certain extent, said that, nevertheless, the Court took a very serious view of acts of personal violence, particularly when a woman was the victim.


Janet Peterson, of John-street, Tighe’s Hill, a married woman, said that Wright was her brother.  There were some children in the house on June 2, when a knock came to the door, and a boarder name Walmer opened it.  Her brother rushed in with two knives in his hand.  She was slashed, and so was Walmer.  Later Wright chased her down the street and said, “I’ll cut your throat.”  A man who was standing on the corner knocked the knife aside.  It was a long table knife.  Later she was taken to hospital.  There was a slight grievance between her brother and herself.


Giving evidence, Wright said he had asked his sister not to interfere in any way with his effort to get a pension he was seeking.  While waiting in Newcastle he was doing some silk work.  On Anzac Day a letter was given him which he opened.  It was dated some time in March.  He said to his sister, “You have done me a great wrong.”  She replied “You are a great wrong.”  The purpose of his going to her house was to obtain certain letters.  He went to the back door, when out of the room came Walmer, who said to his sister, “Here is Walter.”   


Witness added that he was carrying a black box containing letters and his silk work.  In his pocket were the knives with which he did the work.  Walmer opened the door and struck him with the bar.  He remembered no more.  In the heated argument he must have drawn the knives to defend himself.  He had no intention of hurting his sister or anyone else.


Asked if he could remember a conversation with Sergeant Avery, Wright said “No.”  When he got a shock, it clouded his memory and he could not remember anything.  He could not remember having used the knives.  He did not maliciously wound his sister.							





He was listed working as a labourer in 1936 and residing at 12 Thorne Street, Newcastle.





On 4 January, 1936 [1937] he applied while at Diggers Camp, Cook’s Hill, Newcastle, NSW for a Duplicate Discharge from Base Records declaring in a Statutory Declaration the circumstance in which it was lost was destroyed by fire and the said loss was unavoidable and not in the hands of any other person.  





Base Records forwarded to him a Statement of his Service on 11 January, 1937. 





His mother Louisa Wright (born Nyngan, NSW) died at Belmont, NSW aged about 76 years on 16 January, 1938.





Daily Telegraph (Sydney) Saturday June 8, 1935:


NEWCASTLE, Friday—Frederick Walter Wright (40), laborer, who was alleged to have used two table knives and slashed a man and a woman, was committed for trial to-day, charged with having maliciously wounded Janet Peterson and August Walmer, the woman being Wright’s sister.


Mrs Petersen, whose head was bandaged, said that on June 2 the accused came to her home in Tighe’s Hill and slashed her and Walmer.  Both were taken to hospital.


“Wright brandished a knife in each hand, and threatened to kill us all,” said Walmer in evidence.


Medical evidence was that Mrs Petersen had large incised wounds on her face, neck and hands, and Walmer had similar wounds on his face and scalp.





Newcastle Sun Monday November 18, 1940:


TO-DAY IN THE COURTS – NEWCASTLE


Frederick Walter Wright, 54, laborer, pleaded guilty “with an explanation” to being found on the premises of the Criterion Hotel, Newcastle, on November 15 during prohibited hours.  He was fined £1, in default two days’ imprisonment.


Wright said he had returned from having his fingers stitched at the hospital, and did not quite realise what he was doing.





Australian Worker (Sydney) Wednesday September 17, 1947:


CONSTRUCTION WORKER BENEFITS


Frederick Walter Wright was employed by the Water Conservation and Irrigation Commission, Burrinjuck, as a laborer.  On November 13, 1946, he was carrying his jack hammer, when he slipped and injured his right shoulder and arm and was incapacitated for work from September 13, 1946 to June 18, 1947.


Mr Wright saw Mr Walsh, our Construction Branch Organiser, who referred the claim to me, and after discussing same I decided to send the papers to the Union’s solicitors, Messrs. J.J. Carrol, Cecil O’Dea & Co., for attention.


Our solicitors had Mr Wright examined by Dr A.L. Webb, of Macquarie Street, and the Government Insurance Office had him examined by a Medical Board in the Workers’ Compensation Commission,


After considerable conferences with our member and the Government Insurance Office Wright’s claim for compensation was settled by him receiving a lump sum payment of £50/12/6.  The matter was mentioned before his Honor Judge Perdriau in the Worker’s Compensation Commission on Monday, the 8th instant, and after Mr Wright gave evidence in the box the settlement was approved of.  Mr Wright was very grateful to the Union for its efforts on his behalf.





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday April 20, 1949:


FUNERALS


WRIGHT—The Funeral of Mr FREDERICK WALTER WRIGHT (formerly 1st A.I.F.), will leave Bruce Maurer’s Chapel, 281-3 Pacific Highway, near West Street, North Sydney, this Wednesday, at 1.30 p.m. for the Church of England Cemetery, at Field of Mars.


BRUCE MAURER





Entrance to Field of Mars Cemetery, Ryde, Sydney, NSW


Photo sourced from Images of cemetery submitted by Waymarking.com
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