SAPPER GUSTAV WOTZKO
5440 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Gustav (Gus) Wotzko was born in Hoyleton, South Australia on 6 May, 1882 the son of Christian (died 1916) and Eleonore Johanne (nee Blender) Wotzko (died 1912).  His father was born in Brandenburg, East Prussia and his mother in Sachsen-Anhalt, Germany and both came with their parents to South Australia where they married in 1871 at Riverton, S.A.  He stated he served a four-year apprenticeship as a Blacksmith with R. Dolton then went to the goldfields of Western Australia with his brother Rudolf Wotzko.
In 1906 he was working at North Dandalup with the following occurring during a visit to Perth and reported in the:
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In 1912 Gustav was working as a blacksmith at Greenbushes, W.A. then moved to Midland Junction where he married in 1914 to Elizabeth Jane Gardner.

At the recruiting depot in Perth (5th Military District) on 17 February, 1916 the married thirty-three-year-old general blacksmith applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 169cms (5ft 6½ins) tall with a chest measurement of 97cms (38ins).  Postal address was care of R. Wotzko, Cooper Street, Midland Junction.  Declared fit the recruiting officer accepted his application and military approved this due to his German parentage on 23 February.
Attestation forms were completed and describe him further weighing 68kgs (150lbs) but gave his height as only 161cms (5ft 3½ins) tall and a fair complexion with hazel eyes and light brown hair.  Distinctive marks were three vaccination scars on his left arm.  Religion was Church of England faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Elizabeth Wotzko, care of R. Wotzko, Cooper Street, Midland Junction and later 54 Bennett Street, East Perth, W.A.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.

Basic training commenced with Area No. 1 at Blackboy Hill camp on 29 February, 1916 to 3 March then allotted to the Engineer Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies remaining until 19 June at Guildford then to the Helena Vale camp.  On 1 July was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria joining the September, 1916 Reinforcements.  
His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5440.
On September 30, 1916 Sapper Wotzko was one of 168 volunteers who departed from Melbourne, Vic on the troopship HMAT A23 Suffolk.  The ship arrived at Fremantle on October 10 and departed the same day.  The South African port of Capetown was reached on October 30 and after an overnight stay left the following day.  
The vessel arrived at Dakar, West Africa on November 15, 1916 staying in the harbour until November 20, 1916.  After 64 days at sea the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on December 2, 1916 and the soldiers marched into the Details camp at Perham Downs for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on New Year’s Day, 1917 on the transport S.S. Arundel arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the following day.
On 12 January, 1917 was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

He proceeded on 12 March to the 1st Tunnelling Company and was attached to that unit two days later.  The company was situated at Poperinghe, Belgium secretly working underground at Hill 60 sector.
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

By February, 1918 the Company was still in Belgium and the Unit Diary reported the following on their work:
“February 1918 Dranoutre
1st
At the beginning of the month this Company was engaged in making dugouts The Company was also responsible for the maintenance and repairs of completed Dug-outs at Half-Way House, Leinster Farm, Birr Cross Roads, Cambridge Roads, Mud Lane.  Fair progress at all jobs.  Attached Infantry Auckland 412, Wellington 112.

22nd
Shelling fairly constant along ridges of Zonnebeke.  Gas doors completed throughout Anzac today.

23rd 
No carrying party at Zonnebeke; could only work 8 out of 24 hours.  Shelling also interfering with work.  Attached Infantry Auckland increased to 159.”

Sapper went sick to the 1/2 West Riding Field Ambulance on 23 February, 1918 suffering acute laryngitis and sent to the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station.  Was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.25 two days later entering the 22nd General Hospital at Camiers remaining until 3 March then moved to the 6th Convalescent Depot at Etaples and sent to the Medical Board Depot at the Aust General Base Depot after two days at Rouelles.  On 11 March left to re-join his unit arriving on March 17 and was taken on strength with the company on 27 April, 1918.
He went sick on 7 July, 1918 to the 4th Field Ambulance suffering Influenza progressing to the 5th Casualty Clearing Station then conveyed on Ambulance Train no.38 being admitted to the 11th Stationary Hospital at Rouen a day later.  On July 18 left for the 2nd Convalescent Depot then returned to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles on July 22 then re-joined his unit on 1 August, 1918.
The Company Headquarters were situated in Hospice Street, Victor, Rivery, Amiens at the beginning of August, 1918.

A week after arriving back on duty Sapper was wounded in action of 8 August, 1918 and admitted to the 11th Aust Field Ambulance with a gunshot wound to right thigh and taken to the 11th Aust Field Ambulance and transferred to the Casualty Clearing Station.

The Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company recorded the following:

“RIVERY

8th
Fine day.  Offensive successfully launched 4 parties of 1st Aust Tunnellers each in charge of 1 officer advanced at zero plus 20 minutes.  Appendix 4 contains copies of the reports from each officer engaged.  Also preliminary instruction and information from C.E. Corps and C.R.E. 4th Aust Division, and a short comprehensive report from C.O. of this unit, Major E.S. Anderson, M.C. covering the composition of the parties engaged from this unit, the work done, and the results obtained.


2 Sappers slightly wounded.

On 12 August, 1918 Sapper was invalided to England on the hospital ship St Denis and admitted to the 3rd Southern General Hospital in Oxford for treatment of shell wound right thigh. 
His wife was regretfully advised by mail on 20 August, 1918 that it was reported her husband had been wounded.  His address was included for correspondence in the notice.

Base Records again advised his wife on 2 September, 1918 that it was now reported that her husband was admitted on 13/8/18 to the 3rd Southern General Hospital, Oxford, England suffering from a gunshot wound to his right thigh (mild).  His postal address was included to correspond.
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His name was among those appearing in the Casualty List published in the: 

Mrs Wotzko’s wrote to Base Records from 263 Beaufort Street, Perth on 5 September, 1918 after receiving their communication just then.  She said her address was handed to military authorities there but evidently, they neglected to forward same to head office and through this their notification had been delayed by several days.  As his wife she was naturally anxious as to his welfare and would be grateful if they could forward information at their earliest convenience and by doing so, she would greatly oblige.
Her address was changed at Base Records on 10 September, 1918 to 263 Beaufort Street, Perth, W.A.

Base Records replied on 11 September, 1919 acknowledging her new address and letter with the change now noted.  A further communication was sent to her advising that the soldier was on 13/8/18 sent to the 3rd Southern General Hospital, Oxford, England suffering from gunshot wound right thigh (mild).  Letters to him would be redirected to wherever he is located abroad.  Any later information which may come to hand by cable would be promptly transmitted to her; but in the absence of same it is assumed the soldier is progressing favourably, the practice of the overseas military authorities being only to notify the Department should serious symptoms develop.
Was discharged to furlough on 3 October, 1918 and to report to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on October 12.  Marched in from Headquarters as ordered until 28 October when transferred to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill.  He was there when Peace was declared.
The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Proceeded overseas from Southampton on 22 November, 1918 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Havre the next day and re-joined his unit on 5 December.

Orders were received on 3 April, 1919 to return to the Aust Infantry Base Depot and departed from there on April 10 returning to England the following day to No. 1 Group camp at Sutton Veny.

On April 14, 1919 was admitted to the 1st Aust. General. Hospital at Sutton Veny due to his old gunshot wound right leg.  Marched in to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on April 25 to await his voyage home.
Sapper Wotzko embarked for Australia as an invalid on 16 June, 1919 on board H.T. Ormonde.  Base Records advised his wife on 11 July he was on his way home.  He was admitted to the ship’s hospital on July 13 and discharged to duty on 17 July, 1919.

His name was among those soldiers returning and listed in the:

The transport docked at Fremantle (5th Military District) on 24 July, 1919 with news of their arrival reported in the:


Sapper was admitted to No. 8 Aust General Hospital, Fremantle soon after arrival.

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at No. 8 Aust General Hospital, Fremantle on 12 August, 1918.  His statement of case reads:


Synovitis R. Knee following gunshot wound right thigh, just above the knee.  Swells on walking


far.  Hospital 8/52 R.D.   Off duty shortly after.  Hospital ’19 – in ever since  


No. 8 A.G.H. 28/7/19 to 12/8/19 – Massage etc.


Gastritis – 1918 Hospital 5/52 R.D. no disability


Influenza – July 1918. Hospital 1/52 R.D.  No disability.


No other illness or injury


Dentally fit

Now desires discharge.




(Sgd.) G. Wotzko


Causation:  Military Service

Present condition:
Synovitis R. Knee:  Knee still swells a little on walking, gets about pretty well







          Capt. Juett




G.S.W.R.Knee: “Old injury to internal lateral ligament, secondary to wound”






Has pain inner side of joint.




Desires discharge.
Heart clear – chest clear.


Disability caused by: in action


Improvement:
Yes, with time


Labour capacity: 25% for six months


Further treatment: No, desires discharge


Dated: 12/8/19
The Assistant Staff Officer for Invalid and Returned Soldiers (5th Military District) requested from Base Records a list of the soldier’s hospital admissions and discharges for Lodge purposes and send to the Secretary, Mr Gibson, Hawthorn Lodge U.A.O.D., Governor Broome Hotel, Perth, W.A.  This was prepared on 19 September, 1919 and a memo returned to the Staff Officer that the Certificate had been forwarded.
Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 19 September, 1919 as medically unfit.
The British War Medal (13918) and the Victory Medal (13663) were issued to Sapper 5440 Gustav Wotzko, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

He and his wife were residing at Patterson’s Mill, Ampulon with his occupation as blacksmith.

His address in 1936 was Laverton, Mount Margaret with the same occupation.

The following notice was placed in the:


In 1943 his address was care of T. Mathieson, Fuller Street, Norseman with the occupation of blacksmith.

Gustav (Gus) Wotzko passed away in the Norseman Hospital on 28 May, 1945 aged 63 years.  
Announcements were made in the:

Mrs Elizabeth Wotzko passed away on 18 February, 1952.  Family arrangements appeared in the:


His son served in WW2.  
W55508 Corporal Leslie Gustave Wotzko enlisted on 18 February 1942 stating he was a Telegraphist 3rd Division currently employed by Post Master Generals Department as Acting Supervisor Grade 1 Telegraphs at Forrest Place, Perth.  He was discharged on 8 April 1942 as ‘Reserved Occupation – Controller of civilian communications’.
His brother also served:  
DRIVER FRANCIS WOTZKO
773 - 5th Field Artillery Brigade
Enlisting on 23 November 1914 Frank served on Gallipoli and the Western Front.  He returned to Australia on 2 January 1919 and was discharged at Adelaide on 15 February 1919, He was entitled to wear the 1914/15 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.
He also served in WW2, enlisting on 27 September 1939 serving with the 4th Garrison Battalion at Keswick Barracks, South Australia until being discharged due to age on 28 November 1939.  Re-enlisting on 19 June 1940 he again served with the 4th Garrison Battalion until discharged as medically unfit on 6 November 1942.
Francis Wotzko died 30 April 1951 and was buried in the AIF Cemetery, West Terrace Cemetery, Adelaide, South Australia.


Evening Mail (Fremantle) Monday December 31, 1906:


THEFT WITH VIOLENCE – TWO MEN CHARGED – COMMITTED FOR TRIAL


Michael Grace and Thomas Oliver were charged at the City Court this morning with having stolen with violence from Gustav Wotzko the sum of £2, a gold specimen and a three-bladed knife.


Complainant said that he arrived in Perth from North Dandalup on Wednesday, 19th December.  He had £7 when he arrived, and the next day he met the two accused at an oyster shop in William-street.  He was having tea, and the two, who were strangers to him, sat at the same table.  There was a bottle of beer standing on the table, which he offered to the accused.  The latter accepted and tendered thanks.  He afterwards left, and the accused Oliver said he would see him later.  He met then by accident later on at the Central Hotel.  Oliver shouted.  They then went for the Imperial Hotel, where witness shouted for the two accused and several others.  He had about £2 on him at the time, and the three went along to the Goldfields Club Hotel; just before reaching the latter place a friend of the accused joined the party.  Later on, after some more drinks had been partaken of, the two accused held a conversation, which witness did not hear.  The accused were walking on either side of him, and accused tried to feel witness’s pockets.  Deponent said: “I’m off out of this.”  Before he could get away Grace grabbed by the right arm and Oliver by the left.  They twisted his arms behind his back, and Grace took the articles enumerated.  They both made off then; witness did not call out because he was afraid they would have “dealt” with him.  Witness reported the matter to the police, and later on he identified the two accused as the men who had robbed him.


Accused was committed for trial.  Bail was refused.





Daily News Thursday September 5, 1918:


WOUNDED


Sapper Gustav Wotzko, East Perth;							Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Saturday July 19, 1919:


H.T. ORMONDE


5440 Spr. G. Wotzko,									Article abridged





The West Australian Friday July 25, 1919


R.M.S. ORMONDE – AT FREMANTLE


There was a large gathering on the quay yesterday, when the large transport Ormonde berthed shortly before 2 p.m. with troops and dependants from London.  Some heavy showers were experienced before the vessel came alongside, but, fortunately, the weather cleared up during the disembarkation of the troops, of which there were nearly 2000 on board.  The men state that they have had a very good voyage, though rough weather was encountered after leaving Durban.                        						Article abridged





West Australian Thursday April 8, 1937:


PUBLIC NOTICES


I, THE undersigned, will not be responsible for any debt my wife, Elizabeth Jane Wotzko, of Harvey, contracts from this date.


								(Signed) GUSTAV WOTZKO





West Australian Saturday June 2, 1945:


DEATHS


WOTZKO—On May 28 at Norseman Hospital, Gustav, brother of the late Rudolf Wotzko, uncle of Rue (RAAF), Bert (Melbourne), Les (Marble Bar), Olive (Mrs McGregor), Laurie (RAN).


At rest


West Australian Monday June 4, 1945:


DEATHS


WOTZKO, (Gus)—Passed away, May 28, at Norseman Hospital, fond uncle of Chris (RAAF) and Edna (Bayswater).


Resting where no shadows fall.





A section of Norseman cemetery, W.A.


Photo sourced from ourgems.com.au website





Burial took place in the Anglican portion of the Norseman Cemetery, W.A.  He has no headstone.





West Australian Thursday February 21, 1952:


DEATHS


WOTZKO: On Feb. 18, 1952, at Harvey Hospital, Elizabeth Jane, widow of the late Gustave Wotzko, dearly loved mother of Esther (Mrs M. Wood of Harvey), mother-in-law of Matthew and grandma of Dennis and Sandra; aged 67 years.


FUNERALS


The Friends of the late Mrs Elizabeth Jane Wotzko, of Roy-street, Harvey, are respectfully informed that her remains will be interred in the C. of E. portion of Harvey Cemetery at 2.30 o’clock THIS (Thursday) AFTERNOON.  The Cortege will move from the Funeral Parlour of WILLIAM BRITTAIN AND SONS, Uduc-road, Harvey at 2 o’clock.





Photo sourced from https://vwma.org.au contributed by Faithe Jones





The Advertiser, South Australia – Tuesday 1 May 1951:


DEATHS


WOTZKO. - On April 28. at Repatriation Hospital. Springbank, Francis Wotzko, late 15th Battery, 5th Field Artillery Brigade, 1st A.I.P., the dearly beloved husband of Lilian Wotzko, of 83 Chief st., Brompton, and dear dad of Norma.  Aged 66 years.  


Till we meet again.


WOTZKO. - On April 28. at Repatriation Hospital Springbank.  Frank Wotzko, beloved dad of Sis and Jack Mylius of 84 West Parkway, Col. Light Gardens, and dear granddad of Coral and Ronnie.


Parted a while.


WOTZKO.—On April 28. at Springbank Repatriation Hospital, Frank, loved father and father-in-law of Rae and Cyril Callow and grandfather of Tony.


WOTZKO. - On April 28 at Springbank Repat. Hospital. Francis, loved father and father-in-law of Mena and Bob and dear grandpa of Diane.


WOTZKO. Frank. - Dearly loved father of Laurie (dec), father-in-law Mavis and grandfather of Lorraine.  Father and son united.





The Advertiser, South Australia – Tuesday 1 May 1951:


FUNERALS


WOTZKO – The Friends of the late Mr. FRANCIS WOTZKO, of 83 Chief Street, Brompton, late 15th Battery, 5th Field Artillery Battery. 1st A.I.F., are respectfully informed that his Funeral will leave the Daws Road Repatriation General Hospital Chapel on Tuesday at 1.30 p.m. for the A.I.F. Cemetery, West Terrace.


Alfred James & Sons (A.F.D.A.)


Funeral Directors


193 Unley Road, Unley, Phone UA1129 (2 lines0: 100 Henley Beach Road, Mile End.  Phone L4067.
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