SAPPER JOHN WOOLF
4523 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

John Albert Woolf was born on 12 July, 1867 at Nunawading, Victoria the son Johann (died 1900) and Emma Grace (nee Webb died 1924) Woolf.  
He married on 11 April, 1888 in Melbourne to Frances Kate Duke and they lived in various places in Melbourne.  About 1903 they moved to the goldfields of Western Australia settling in the Kalgoorlie district and in 1910 were residents at Willis Street, Kanowna where he worked as a labourer.
At the Goldfields Senior Cadets Depot in Kalgoorlie on 18 February, 1916 the forty-four-year-old married labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe his as 178cms (5ft 10ins) tall, weighing (156lbs) with a chest expansion of 92-97cms (36-38ins) and had a ruddy complexion with fair eyesight in his brown eyes and his hair was brown.  Religion was Church of England.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Frances K. Woolf of Victoria Street, Kalgoorlie and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their four children.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on 28 February, 1916.
His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4523.

Basic training commenced at Area 3 Blackboy Hill camp from February 28 moving to the 52nd Depot Company on 3 March then allotted to the No. 6 Tunnelling Company on March 10, 1916.
The following took place in the Kalgoorlie Police Court and reported in the:
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Recruiting for the No. 6 Tunnelling Company had commenced on March 7, 1916 by Captain Lawson and his four officers.  Instruction classes were formed of officers and N.C.O.’s as there was insufficient time to attend the Engineer’s School in Sydney.  Recruits were forthcoming in abundant numbers and the aim was to have good physical types of skilled W.A. Miners.  
At Blackboy Hill camp the new company paraded daily with sister companies until March 27 when the Company moved camp to Belmont camp.  Woolf arrived at the camp where four sections were created and training continued through April and May. 
The remainder of May was occupied in the usual training: musketry, trench work and night work while equipment and clothing issue was also in progress.  Here a difficulty was met in that the general size of the men was considerably above the average and some little trouble was experienced in getting all accurately fitted.

Early in May, 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company consisting of six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks making up two sections, embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 
One Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

The No. 6 Company paraded through the city of Perth where the fine physique of the men, who marched with arms bare to the elbow excited universal admiration.  

Their movements were reported in the:
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The transport arrived in port at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916.  The whole company consisting of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 officer and 32 O.Rs entrained at Belmont at 2 p.m., every man physically fit being present and boarded Warilda which left the harbour the same evening.
Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot on August 30.  Sapper marched out on 25 September to join the 3rd Tunnelling Company from Etaples arriving at Le Drumez the same evening.  The next morning Captain Lawson formally handed over the whole party to Major Coulter, officer Commanding No.3 Company, who immediately proceeded to allot them to duty.

News of their arrival was recorded in the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company as follows:

“On 25/9/16 took place the absorption of the 6th Aust. Tnlg Coy which marched in from Etaples.  It consisted of 10 officers & 209 O.Rs”

Sapper was taken on strength on 30 September, 1916.

The After War Report also recorded the following:

“The mining work at Hill 70 was all in hard chalk and much deeper than that carried out at Laventie.  

Hostile activity in the Hill 70 area towards the last part of November was considerable.”
On 23 November, 1917 Sapper was injured accidentally in the chest and taken to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station and two days later transferred on Ambulance Train no.20 to the 83rd General Hospital.  
A report on the accidental injury was sent to the Deputy Assistant General, 3rd Echelon.
He was invalided to England on November 29 on the hospital ship Princess Elizabeth and admitted to the Croydon War Hospital, Croydon with fractured ribs until transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford on 21 January, 1918.  Base Records advised his wife he was admitted to hospital on 13 December, 1917.
Was discharged to furlough on January 25 marching in from Headquarters to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on 9 February.  Marched out on February 21 to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.
In the After War Report the following was recorded:
“On 17/6/18 the following embarked for Australia:



1088  Cpl  Mathews, A.R. 


1003  Spr  Fair, K.P.



1143  Spr  Rogers, W.J.



1184    “    Turton, A.



1186  Cpl  Thompson, E.


1194    “    Vecchia, D.C.



4253   Sgt  Gordon, A.



4264    “     Barden, G.J.



4294  Spr   Carlton, F.W.


4305    “     Crane, A.S.



4339    “     Gorrie, W.



4346    “     Hall, W.T.



4382    “     Lane, J.A.



4523    “     Woolf, J.



5022    “     Wise, E.



5863    “     Williams, E.J.



4521    “     Woods, G.J.



7717    “     White-Parsons, A.T.

Sapper Woolf embarked for Australia on 17 June, 1918 due to premature senility (decline or deterioration of physical strength or mental functioning) on board H.T. Matatua.  Base Records advised his wife on 3 July he was returning home.
His name was among those listed as returning published in the:
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The troopship docked at Fremantle (5th Military District) on 8 August, 1918 with news of their arrival published in the:
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Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 9 September, 1918 as medically unfit.

The British War Medal (11294) and the Victory Medal (11163) were issued to Sapper 4523 John Woolf, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

He returned to Victoria Street, Brown Hill and worked as a wood cutter in 1919.  
In 1921 he was listed in Electoral Rolls at 1770 Sutherland Street, Kalgoorlie working as a labourer.  A year later was at 72 Victoria Street, Kalgoorlie with the same occupation.  
In 1925 he was a labourer working at Wubin and by 1928 they family had moved to 92 Charles Street, West Perth with the same occupation.
His wife Frances Woold died on 2 December, 1929 aged 58 years with arrangements published in the:


Burial took place in Karrakatta Cemetery.

The Perth branch of the Repatriation Commission requested from Base Records a copy of his service records which were forwarded on 2 May, 1940.

He was listed in 1943 residing at 15 Fitzgerald Street, West Perth and retired. 

John Albert Woolf passed away in the Repatriation Hospital, Hollywood on 30 June, 1949 aged 71 years.  Tributes and arrangements were published in the:


Interment took place in the Anglican portion of Karrakatta Cemetery within section ZA in grave no. 449.


His service is commemorated by a plaque in the Western Australian Garden of Rememberance, Perth War Cemetery, Karrakatta located on Wall 5, Row D.
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Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday April 27, 1916:


ITEMS OF NEWS – NEGLECT TO ENROLL


Twenty-eight cases were listed before Mr P.L. Gibbons R.M. in the Kalgoorlie Police Court yesterday morning in which people had been summoned on a charge that they, being entitled to have their names placed on the electoral roll for the sub-divisions in which they reside in the division of Kalgoorlie failed, within a period of 21 days from the date on which they became entitled to have their names on the roll.


The following defendants were fined 2/ with 3. Costs, in default distress, or one day’s imprisonment:


Albert John Woolf (a member of the A.I.F.).


Two others, Frances Kate Woolf and Grace E. Callanan, were directed to pay 3/ costs.	


Article abridged





The West Australian June 1, 1916:


THE WESTERN MAIL


The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:  


In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No.6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers who have been appointed to command the men. 





The West Australian Wednesday May 31, 1916:


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY - PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less than that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  


The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  


The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.


After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.








The No.6 Tunnelling Company - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training





Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School,


Claremont, marching through the city.





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday July 12, 1918:


RETURNING SICK AND WOUNDED


Perth, July 11.


The following sick and wounded members of the A.I.F. have been listed for return to Australia and are actually en route:


Spr. J. Woolf										


Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday August 9, 1918: 


FROM THE FIRING LINE – DISEMBARKATION OF TROOPS


Perth Aug. 8


Returned soldiers to the number of 350, the largest compliment in a single vessel for this State disembarked at Fremantle to-day.  Included in the number were six of the original Anzacs, who are on furlough.  The Soldiers’ Welcome Committee provided light refreshments for the men as they disembarked, after which they were motored to the Base Hospital by members of the Automobile Club.





West Australian Tuesday December 3, 1929:


DEATHS


WOOLF—On December 2, at Perth Hospital Frances Kate Woolf, dearly beloved wife of John Albert Woolf, loving mother of Mag, George, Grace, Amy (deceased), Edie, Rose, Dolly and Ada and mother-in-law of Fred. Luke, Tony Woolf, Jim Clunes, Fred. Pritchard, Ted O’Brien, Bert Chandler and Eddie Lawtie; aged 58 years.


Peace, perfect peace.





FUNERAL NOTICES


WOOLF—The Friends of the late Frances Kate Woolf, dearly beloved wife of John Albert Woolf, of 92 Charles-street, West Perth, and formerly of Kalgoorlie, are respectfully invited to follow her remains to the place of interment, the Anglican Cemetery Karrakatta.  The Funeral is appointed to leave her residence, 94-Charles-street, West Perth, at 10 o’clock TOMORROW (Wednesday) MORNING, per motor.  Friends wishing to attend the Funeral may proceed the 10.15 a.m. train leaving Perth.


C.H. SMITH and CO. Undertakers





West Australian Saturday July 2, 1949:


DEATHS


WOOLF, (John Albert): At Repatriation General Hospital, Hollywood, on June 30, 1949, passed to peaceful rest, loved and beloved husband of the late Frances Kate, loving father of Margaret (deceased), George, Grace (Mrs Long), Amy May (deceased), Edith (Mrs Pritchard), Rose (Adelaide), Dolly (Mrs Chandler), Ada (Mrs Lanke), father-in-law of Victoria, grandfather of George, aged 84 years.


At rest


WOOLF (John Albert); At Hollywood Hospital on June 30, beloved father of George, father-in-law of Tory, grandfather of Fay, George and Harold.





WOOLF (John Albert): Loving father of Grace, Ern (deceased), grandad of Ernie, passed peacefully away at Repatriation General Hospital, Hollywood.


At peace


WOOLF (John Albert): Passed away at Repatriation General Hospital, Hollywood, living father of Ede, father-in-law of Fred and grandad of Fay and Freddie.


Peacefully resting


WOOLF (John Albert): on June 30, 1949, at Repatriation General Hospital, Hollywood, loving father of Ada (Mrs E. Lawtie), father-in-law of Eddie, grandfather of Eddie, Dorothy, Raymond, Judith and Valerie.





WOOLF (John Albert): passed away at Repatriation General Hospital, Hollywood, dear friend and comrade of Nell and Jim Clune and family.


At rest


WOOLF: a tribute to the memory of a dear pal, John.


To God’s keeping


Inserted by Ethel and Tom.





FUNERAL NOTICES


WOOLF: The Friends of the late John Albert Woolf, late of Kalgoorlie, formerly No. 4523 Sapper 3rd Tunnelling Corps, 1st A.I.F. and of 324 Newcastle-street, Perth, dearly loved husband of the late Francis Kate, are respectfully informed that his remains will be laid to rest in the Church of England Cemetery, Karrakatta, at 11.30 o’clock THIS (Saturday) MORNING.  The Funeral is appointed to leave his late home, 342 Newcastle-street, Perth, at 11 o’clock.


C.H. SMITH AND CO. PERTH








Woolf Family Plot, Karrakatta Cemetery, Perth


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website submitted by Leanne Pethwick





Perth War Cemetery Wall of Remembrance, Nedlands,W.A.


Photo courtesy Rob Mawson, WA








