SAPPER AUBREY RATTRAY WOOD
3429 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Aubrey Saxon Rattray-Wood was born in Brunswick, Melbourne on 5 May, 1894 the son of Henry William and Isobel (nee Wheeler) Rattray-Wood.  His early life was in Northcote, Melbourne but was working in Jericho, Central Queensland in 1915.
At the Central Queensland recruiting depot in Rockhampton on 17 February, 1916 the single twenty-one-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 175cms (5ft 9ins) tall, weighing 60kgs (132lbs) with a chest measurement of 90cms (35½ins) and had a fair complexion and fair hair and his greyish eyes tested to good vision in the right eye and fair sight in the left.  Religion was Church of England.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Isabelle Rattray-Wood of Northcote, Victoria and later changed to 122 Edward Street, East Brunswick, Vic.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.

Acknowledgement to the new recruits was published in the:
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Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera Barracks from 20 February to 21 March then allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company.

The recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on 17 May they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3429 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park, Sydney which was reported in the:
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The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.
Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  
The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  
Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot the next day.  Sapper was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on 30 September, 1916 who were situated at Bailleul working on dugouts at Hill 63 and Trench 121.

On 26 November, 1916 went sick to the 47th Divisional Rest Station with D.A.H. (Disordered action heart) then sent to the 6th London Field Ambulance progressing to the 2nd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station and admitted with V.D.H. (valvular disease heart – endocarditis).  Was admitted to the 14th General Hospital on 5 December in Wimereux.  While there suffered P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) and moved on December 19 to the 8th Stationary Hospital.

The hospital ship Jan Breydal conveyed him to England on 19 December entering the 3rd London General Hospital with pyrexia until discharged on 14 March, 1917 to furlough.  
On 29 March was admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital in Bulford for treatment of a social disease remaining a patient there for 87 days until discharged on 23 June and marched in to Perham Downs the following day.  
He was re-admitted to Bulford hospital on June 27 for another 42 days curative care until discharged on 7 August, 1917 to the Convalescent Training Brigade at Perham Downs.  

Marched out on 11 September to the Overseas Training Brigade and proceeded to France on 30 September, 1917 from Folkstone arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles on 2 October re-joining his unit eight-days later.

Sapper was wounded in action on 21 October, 1917 suffering a shell wound to his left hand and taken to the 3rd Aust Field Ambulance at the 1st Aust Divisional Rest Station. 

There are no Unit Diaries for that period and the following extract comes from the unpublished book My War Story of the Great War by Captain O.H. Woodward also of the 1st Tunnelling Company, showing their movements at that time:
“ADVANCED ROADS AND DUGOUTS

On the 6th October, with 2 officers and 130 other ranks I started on the construction of the Forward Road from Westhoek Ridge to Zonnebeke.  We worked continuously on this road from 6th to 10th October inclusive, and from then on, every alternate day.  On the intermediate days we were engaged in bringing forward the necessary supplies to road material.  We completed the Road to its junction with the Potijze-Zonnebeke Road on the 18th October.”
In view of the approach of Winter the Army considered it essential to push on with the erection of Dugouts.  The First Australian and First Canadian Tunnelling Companies were detailed for this work.  No. 4 Section was detailed to erect Dugouts for the Heavy Artillery in the area lying between Half Way House and Birr Cross Roads, and we continued with this work until the 26th December.”  
On 4 November, 1917 was transferred to the Reinforcement Camp then re-joined his unit.
Base Records regretted to advise his mother on 7 November, 1917 that it was reported that he had been wounded.  His postal address for correspondence was included.
His name was among those listed in the Casualty List No. 359 published in the:

He went sick on 29 January, 1918 to the 4th New Zealand Field Ambulance suffering vomiting then moved to the 2nd N.Z. Field Ambulance a day later.  Was admitted to the 63rd Casualty Clearing Station and transferred to the 64th C.C.S. on 4 February with vomiting.  Conveyed to the 54th General Hospital at Havre on February 6.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

On 15 February, 1918 was transferred to the 12th Convalescent Depot in Aubougne with gastritis (inflammation of stomach lining) and on February 22 sent to the 10th Convalescent Depot at Ecault.  On March 29 was discharged to No. 5 Rest Camp “classed A” and returned to the A.G.B.D. in Rouelles on 31 March.

Marched out on 23 April, 1918 with influenza to the 2nd General Hospital at Havre remaining until discharged on April 28 to the 1st Aust Convalescent Depot to 15 May and returned to the A.G.B.D. at Rouelles marching out to his unit on 7 June re-joining four days later.
Sapper attended the Second School of Musketry for the fortnight ending 23 June, 1918 and the results were:


Military Discipline was issued for the following:


Crime:

While on Active Service conduct prejudicial to good order and military





discipline in that he failed to carry out instructions to which he set his





signature.


Award:

5 days Field Punishment No. 2 by C.O. 1st Tun. Coy 18/9/18
Sapper was with his Unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.
Further discipline was issued for the following:



Crime:

While on Active service conduct prejudicial to good order and military





discipline 22/11/18



Award:

Forfeits 2 day’s pay by C.O. 1st Tun. Coy 26/11/18

On New Year’s Day, 1919 went sick to the 48th Casualty Clearing Station and marked N.Y.D. (not diagnosed yet) and the following day sent to the 55th C.C.S.  Was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.42 to Wimereux with N.Y.D. then moved to the 39th General Hospital in Havre arriving on 8 January and later diagnosed with Impetigo (contagious skin infection).  Was discharged on 14 January to the Reinforcements at the Aust General Base Depot and marched out to re-join his unit on 6 February arriving two days later.

Orders were received on 3 April, 1919 to prepare for demobilisation and return to the Aust General Base Depot and left there on April 10 crossing to England and marching into the No. 1 Group camp at Deverill the next day.

Went sick with Influenza from Headquarters to the 2nd Auxiliary Hospital at Southall on 16 April and treated there until discharged to Headquarters on 24 April and returned to the No. 1 Group Camp at Deverill the following day.  He was to return to Australia by the transport Aeneas but his illness rescheduled his return.
After demobilisation Sapper Wood embarked for Australia on 13 July, 1919 on board H.T. Persic.  Base Records advised his mother on 1 August that he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 29 August, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:

He chose to disembark in his home state of Victoria and not where he enlisted and advice of his non-return appeared in the:

He was still under medical treatment for about twelve months after he returned and was living at 13 Sherwood Street, Richmond Central with the occupation of soldier in 1919.  Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 1 October, 1920 as medically unfit.

The British War Medal (44073) and the Victory Medal (43358) were issued to wear for serving his country to Sapper 3429 Aubrey Rattray Wood, 1st Tunnelling Company.

His address in 1921 was 57 Grange Road, Alphington with no occupation listed.
He was married on 24 June, 1922 in Heidelberg by the Rev. A. Hardie to Lillian Sarah Kirk and were living at the Alphington address in 1924 with his occupation as a soldier.

In 1927 they were at Kilara, Warramate and he was an orchardist.  By 1931 they are listed at Belgrave, South Fern Tree Gully and still an orchardist and there in 1934.
He was a committee member with the Mechanics’ Institute with the following mentioned in the:


In 1937 were at “Froome” George Street, Frankston with nil occupation and still there in 1942.

He was an active member of the Frankston Returned Soldiers’ Association with the following reported in the:



He reapplied to enlist with the Australian Army during World War II from Frankston at Portsea, Vic on 2 December, 1940 giving next-of-kin as L. Wood, leaving his occupation of librarian, and was accepted on 9 January, 1941 with the 9th Garrison Battalion.  Spent some time in hospital at Portsea and Caulfield then transferred to the 37 Employ Coy in August, 1943 in Brisbane until he went before the Medical Board in November then sent to Townsville to the Moresby Deployment but returned to Redbank, Brisbane a short time later.  
Returned on Christmas Eve, 1943 to Caulfield, Vic and Private V91099 Rattray-Wood was discharged on 21 January, 1944 at Royal Park.
Further news of his work with the Mechanics’ Institute was reported in the:


Social event at the RSL in which he was to complete was announced in the:

The couple celebrated their silver wedding anniversary in June, 1947 with announcement published in the:


He was photographed at the RSL Annual Conference and published in The Argus on Thursday July 28, 1949.  


They were still at their Kars Street, Frankston address in 1963.
Aubrey Saxon Rattray-Wood passed away aged 74 years at Bundalong, Vic on 27 January, 1969.  Cremation took place at Springvale Crematorium and ashes were placed in the Brind Wall O at Niche 221.

Mrs Lillian Rattray-Wood died on February 25, 1972 aged 82 years in the South Peninsula Hospital, Rosebud.  Announcement was placed in the:


Cremation took place at Springvale Crematorium with her ashes placed in the same wall as her husband in Niche 231.
His plaque reads:
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Capricornian (Rockhampton) Saturday February 26, 1916:


THE NEW AUSTRALIAN ARMY – 314 LEAVE ROCKHAMPTON IN THREE WEEKS  


ROCKHAMPTON’S QUOTA WELL MAINTAINED


Recruiting at Rockhampton the headquarters of the Central military district, continues and the enlistments have been very satisfactory, especially this year.  A further thirty-three recruits accepted here for service in the Australian Expeditionary Forces left on Friday and Saturday to swell the already large number in the metropolis.  Five were from Jericho.


E. Haden, Jericho; C. Haden, Jericho; C. Carlsson, Jericho; J. Elston, Jericho; A. Wood, Jericho;	


Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  					Cont’d





Continues:


Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.					


One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						


Article abridged





Brisbane Courier Friday November 30, 1917:


ROLL OF HONOUR CASUALTY LIST NO. 359


The following Queenslanders were included in the Casualty List No. 359, which was issued yesterday.


WOUNDED


Spr. Aubrey Rattray Wood, E. Brunswick, V.						Article abridged





NO 3 SECTION


Squad Sergeant:  Sergt. Fletcher


Squad No. 1.						Second School: MUSKETRY


							Fortnight ending 23-6-18


No.	Rank.		Name				Grouping	Rapid	Vanishing Target	Total


3429	Spr.		Woods  A.R.			25		11		15		51


      Average per man			  21.3		 13.9		   19.8


				(30 men)


Total average 55.0    Possible  score        70





The Herald Friday August 29, 1919:


THOUSAND LAND TODAY – TROOPS DISEMBARK HAPPILY


In the brilliant weather today approximately 1000 soldiers disembarked at Port Melbourne and were driven through the city in motor cars to the exhilarating accompaniments of cooees, cheers, gifts of wattle blossom, waving of flags and hearty greetings from the strong-posts on the route from the Port to the depot in Sturt-street, South Melbourne.


Members of the 8th Infantry formed a strong-post at the Town Hall to welcome home their commanding officer Lieutenant-Colonel J.W. Mitchell, D.S.O. and bar and Croix-de-Guerre, and others in the Battalion.


Approximately 200 men were landed from the Burma at mid-day and 800 from the Persic at two o’clock.





Brisbane Courier Thursday September 4, 1919:


MORE HOME-COMINGS – PERSIC’S CONTINGENT WELCOMED


Those who were listed to arrive but did not do so were: Sappers A.R. Wood		


Article abridged





Frankston and Somerville Standard Friday February, 1939:


MECHANICS’ INSTITUTE


Members of the Committee present were: Rattray-Wood [plus 7 others]


Officers elected were: Committee: A. Rattray-Wood [plus 3 others]			


Article abridged





Standard (Frankston) Friday January 24, 1941:


R.S.S.A.I.L.A. OFFICE-BEARERS


Office-bearers of the Frankston Branch R.S.S.A.I.L.A. for 1941 are:


Committee: Messrs: A. Rattray Wood [plus 7 others]					Article abridged





Standard Friday July 18, 1941:


COMFORTS FUND – FRANKSTON BRANCH


The monthly meeting of the above branch was held at the Memorial Hall on Wednesday of last week, when the following members were present: Messrs A. Rattray-Wood [plus 11 others]		    Article abridged





Standard Friday November 7, 1941:


CANTEEN ORDERS FOR THE BOYS


Frankston Returned Soldiers’ Club has set its hand to the task of sending a canteen order to every soldier abroad on active service, and there are two hundred of ‘em!  With the aid of pencil and paper, we got the answer—fifty pounds.  After a special appeal over a number of weeks, the total to date is only £25, which is not hot for Frankston.


Donations received this week include: A. Rattray-Wood 5/-				


Article abridged 





Standard Friday March 13, 1942:


DIGGING SHELTERS – RETURNED SOLDIERS’ OFFER


At the monthly meeting of the Frankston Branch R.S.S.A.I.L.A. it was decided, on the motion of Messrs A. Shout and A. Rattray Wood, that members would give assistance to the wives of overseas men, in the digging of air raid shelters.  These women-folk are asked to leave their addresses with the president, treasurer of secretary of the local branch and members will do their best to attend to the work.


Members of the Volunteer Defence Corps are also co-operating in this good work and the first V.D.C. effort will be at the State School on Wednesday evening when members will attend with their shovels.








Standard Friday July 2, 1943:


MECHANICS’ INSTITUTE


A cheerful atmosphere was created at the monthly meeting of the committee of management held on Tuesday last, when the treasurer (Mr C. Gray) read his report.


The committee acknowledges with thanks the additional donations to the funds: Mr A.V. Carter £2/2/; General Grimwade £1; and Mr A. Rattray-Wood, £1.						


Article abridged





Standard Thursday December 7, 1944:


MECHANICS’ INSTITUTE FRANKSTON


At the monthly meeting of above Institute, held on Tuesday, 28th November, the following members were present: A. Rattray-Wood.								


Article abridged








Standard Thursday October 17, 1946:


FRANKSTON SUB-BRANCH NEWS


DRAUGHTS


The following four draughts matches have to be played by the end of the month.  Craven v. Skiller; R.C. Wright v. Capt. Moyes; A. Pobjoy v. E.W. Wright; E. Barrett v. A. Rattray-Wood.





Age (Melbourne) Tuesday June 24, 1947:


SILVER WEDDINGS


RATTRAY-WOOD—KIRK —Mr and Mrs A. Rattray-Wood announce with pleasure the 25th Anniversary of their wedding celebrated at Heidelberg by Rev. A. Hardie on June 24, 1922.  Present address Kildare, Kars-street, Frankston.





Caption reads: OLD AND NEW DIGGERS AT RSL ANNUAL CONFERENCE


Mr A. Rattray-Wood, who served in two wars.





Age February 26, 1972:


DEATHS


RATTRAY-WOOD—On February 25, at Rosebud, Lillian, late of Kars Street, Frankston, loved and beloved wife of the late Aubrey Saxon, mother of Betty (Mrs Daly), Geoffrey, Nancy (Mrs Hall) and Verna; Nana of Julie, Peter, Sall, Alan, Keith, Janet, Wesley, Ngaire, David & Kyle, Louise, Beverley and George, fond mother-in-law of Edward (deceased), Joyce and Fen; aged 82.


Mother and Father united





His plaque in Springvale Crematorium, Vic


Photo sourced from Dept. Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission








