SAPPER PERCY HORNSBY WINZER
4134 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Norwood, South Australia was the birthplace of Percy Hornsby Winzer on 3 September, 1878 the son of Phillip George and Mary Jane (nee Paull) Winzer.  
At the recruiting depot in Adelaide (4th Military District) the single thirty-eight-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination on 7 February, 1916.  Attestation forms describe him as 163cms (5ft 4ins) tall, weighing 62.7kgs (138lbs) with a chest expansion of 93-98cms (36-38½ins) and a fresh complexion with good vision in his grey eyes and brown hair.  Methodist was his religious faith.  Distinctive marks were three vaccination scars on his left arm.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Jane Winzer of Locklin Post Office and later changed to Henly Beach Road, Adelaide.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken the same day.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:

Basic training commenced with A Company, 2nd Depot Battalion from 21st to 28th February, 1916 then on 1 March was allotted to the No. 5 Tunnelling Company.

The No. 5 Company was recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania and made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)   

Early in May 1916 No. 4 Tunnelling company recruits embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.  

The 7713-ton transport Warilda sailed from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Vic the No. 5 company departing on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, set forth on their voyage the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 where the following took place:



Offence:
AWL 3 hours from 2 to 5 p.m. 17/6/16



Award:

4 days Field Punishment No. 2 by Lt. Adcock 18/6/16

Proceeded to Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  
The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkably pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916. 
 Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving on August 30 at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot and marched out to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field on September 25 and taken on strength on 30 September.

Service continued without injury or illness until discipline was issued for the following:

Offence:
While on active service 20/9/17 drunkenness while on leave from France





in London



Award:

Forfeits 5 day’s pay 

Due to the death of his mother, next-of-kin became his father Mr P.G. Winzer of Coglin Street, Brompton, S.A. and records changed on 11 October, 1917.

Went sick on 9 November, 1917 to the 28th Field Ambulance with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) moving to the 1st South African Field Ambulance then transferred to the Divisional Rest Station but later entered the 36th Casualty Clearing Station.  On November 15 was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.34 and admitted to the 3rd Canadian General Hospital in Boulogne for treatment of trench fever.
On 7 December, 1917 was transferred to the 7th Convalescent Depot until December 18 and sent to the 3rd Rest Camp and on 24 December was moved to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles until December 30 and returned to his unit on 5 January, 1918.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Sapper was paid in Boulogne on 25 April, 1918.

Proceeded from France on leave to the United Kingdom on 19 September and re-joined his unit on 6 October.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared.

Went sick on November 14, 1918 to the 1st Aust Command Depot suffering orchitis (inflammation of testicles – a complication after mumps or infection) diagnosed with (infection of the epididymis generally caused by a bacterial infection pain, swelling and inflammation.)  Was discharged on 3 January, 1919 to Base Depot “A” and re-joined his unit on January 13.

Became sick again with a social disease and admitted to the 55th Casualty Clearing Station on 26 March, 1919 and conveyed again on Ambulance Train no.14 to the 7th General Hospital a day later.  
On 2 April was invalided to England and admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford the same day.  After 62 days curative care was discharged to the Convalescent Training Depot at Parkhouse on 26 May, 1919.

Marched out on 6 June, 1919 to the No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny.

After demobilisation Sapper Winzer embarked for Australia on 7 July, 1919 on board H.T. Chemnitz, ending his time with the 2nd Tunnelling Company.  

2ATC relieved the 172nd Tunnelling Company, R.E. in May 1916 in the Neuville St Vaast/Vimy area.  They supported the Australian 5th Division at Fromelles and relieved the Canadians at the Bluff in January 1917.  The Company moved to Nieuport in the same month, to construct subways for Operation Hush.  Involved in enemy attack - Operation Strandfest - in this coastal sector in July 1917, recorded in the official histories as ‘The Affair at Nieuport Bains’.  In April 1918, troops of the Company fought a large fire in Peronne. 

Following the Armistice, members of the company were involved in the clearance of mines and delayed-action booby-traps and in the re-construction of civilian infrastructure until the Company was recalled to Base on May 23, 1919 to organize their departure from France.

Base Records advised his next-of-kin on 5 August that he was returning home.  

The troopship docked in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 2 September, 1919 with news of their arrival reported in the:   


Military Discharge was issued in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 18 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
Two months later returned soldiers advertised for positions in the:


His Will was returned to the 4th Military District on 9 February, 1920.

The British War Medal (13068) and the Victory Medal (12896) were issued to wear to Sapper 4134 Percy Hornsby Winzer, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

These medals were not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records, Melbourne on 3 March, 1924.  A letter dated 9 April, 1924 was sent to him care of 12 Vincent Street, Adelaide, S.A. but returned unclaimed to the Medals Section.

When he was 57 years old Percy was married in 1935 in South Australia to Mary May Truman.

The Adelaide Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records and sent on 12 October, 1938.

In 1939 he was working at Bird in Hand Mine, Woodside, S.A. as a labourer and in 1943 was at Panarmitee Station, via Yunta also as a labourer.  In 1950 he was living in Renmark.
At 72 years of age he filed for divorce from his wife due to desertion with proceedings appearing in the: 


Percy Hornsby Winzer passed away from natural causes on 2 March, 1953 aged 75 years at Renmark.  Announcements of his demise were published in the:


Interment took place within section M of Renmark General Cemetery in plot no. 17.  Burial no. is 1483.

There is no headstone.
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Register (Adelaide) Tuesday February 8, 1916:


INTO CAMP ON MONDAY


Following are the names of men who enlisted at Adelaide and went into the Exhibition Camp on Monday:


P.H. Winzer										


Article abridged





Daily Herald (S.A.) Wednesday September 3, 1919:


TROOPS BY THE CHEMNITZ


The troopship Chemnitz which is one of the captured German vessels being used for repatriation of Australian soldiers, arrived at the Semaphore anchorage early on Tuesday afternoon.  On being granted pratique it was expected that the S.A. quota would be landed at 6 o’clock.  But this was not so as the berthing space at the Outer Harbour was all occupied and the vessel had to wait until the Orsova pulled out before she could berth, which was not until 9.30 p.m. consequently relatives and friends had a long wait in dreary rain.    


On the wharf to welcome the home-comers was Lieutenant Butler representing the Naval Commandant, the Mayor of Port Adelaide (Mr RH. Smith), Senior Chaplain Kendrew for the Y.M.C.A. and Mr Sammy Lunn.


The Y.M.C.A. assisted by the V.A.D. provided the returned men with fruit smokes and refreshment.  Ladies of the Semaphore Cheer-up Society provided cards of welcome and souvenir buttons.	Article abridged 


      





Register (Adelaide) Friday December 19, 1919:


RETURNED SOLDIERS – NOTICE TO EMPLOYERS


DISCHARGED SOLDIERS to the number are of the following occupations are awaiting employment:


GARDENERS: P.H. Winzer (S)								Article abridged





News (Adelaide) Tuesday May 30, 1950:


ORDERS FOR DIVORCE


Orders nisi for divorce were granted by Mr Justice Mayo in the Supreme Court today in the following undefended actions:


Percy Hornsby Winzer, of Renmark, against Mary May Winzer, of Hodgman road, Pennington, for desertion.  Mr. C. J. Philcox for Winzer.





Advertiser (Adelaide) Saturday March 7, 1953 and Chronicle Thursday March 12, 1953:


DEATHS


WINZER—On March 2, at Renmark, Percy Hornsby (Sapper) of A.I.F.  Aged 76 years.








