SAPPER ROBERT WILSON
2659 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Robert Wilson was born on 31 August, 1881 in Glen Osmond, South Australia, the second son of George Edward and Helen (nee Hawkins) Wilson.   His parents were married in Edinburgh, Scotland and came to South Australia leaving on 13 September, 1880 and arrived in Adelaide on 3 October on the steamer Corona and went to Glen Osmond then Strathalbyn a few years later.  His father died suddenly on 12 June, 1899 which was reported in the:
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In 1915 he was a cook’s labourer in the Toowoomba district of Queensland.
At the Darling Downs Central Recruiting Depot in Toowoomba on 13 November, 1915 the single thirty-nine-year-old applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation Forms describe him as 176cms (5ft 9ins) tall, weighing 70cms (154lbs) with a chest measurement of 97cms (38ins) and had a medium complexion with brown eyes and brown hair.  Church of England was his religion.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Ellen Wilson of Russell Street, Glanville, Port Adelaide, South Australia.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.

Basic training commenced with the Mining Corps from 13 November, 1915 until sent to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria for further instruction and allotted to the 3rd Reinforcements to the Mining Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2659.
Eighty members of the Reinforcements departed on transport HMAT A14 Euripides from Melbourne, Vic on April 4, 1916.  During their voyage a port of call for refuelling was Colombo, Ceylon and terminated at the Suez about May 5 where the men were transhipped at Alexandria to the City of Edinburgh.  They disembarked at Marseilles, France on May 17, 1916 and on June 1, 1916 marched into Etaples on June 23, 1916 at the Aust General Base Depot.

Sapper was attached for duty on 25 June, 1916 with the 1st Tunnelling Company who were working on trenches at Trench 188, Ploegsteert 123 and Monmouth House.

He was taken on strength with the company on 29 September, 1916.

Went sick on 10 November, 1916 to the 6th London Field Ambulance then sent to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station a day later with varicocele (varicose veins in scrotum) then transported on Ambulance Train no.21 to Wimereux entering the 8th Stationary Hospital.  After an overnight stay was sent the next day to the Aust General Base Depot on November 15 and returned to duty on 28 December.

On 1 February, 1917 went sick to the 47th Divisional Rest Station with D.A.H. (disordered action of heart) and discharged to duty three days later.
Sapper went sick with a social disease on 15 October, 1917 to the 97th Field Ambulance then on to the 53rd Casualty Clearing Station.  Transported on Ambulance Train no.36 to Havre and admitted to the 39th General Hospital.  
After 26 days curative care was discharged to the 7th Convalescent Depot in Boulogne but returned to the 39th General Hospital on November 26 and after a further 20 days treatment was discharged to the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles and marched out to his unit on 17 December, 1917 arriving three days later.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

In an audit of the Company on 7 July, 1918 he was listed still serving with his unit.

Leave to England was granted and taken from 25 September and re-joined his unit on October 11, 1918.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 29 January, 1919 to return to the Aust Infantry Base Depot.  They marched out from there for return to England on 3 February, 1919 crossing to England arriving at the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.  A few days later on February 7 Sapper was admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford with a social disease where he remained for three days before leaving for the Convalescent Training Depot at Parkhouse on February 9.

After demobilisation Sapper Wilson embarked for Australia on 16 June, 1917 on board H.T. Ormonde.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin on 12 July he was returning home.  The transport docked in Adelaide on 29 July, 1917 with news of their arrival published in the:

At the Disembarkation Medical Board at Keswick Barracks on 30 July, 1919 he was assessed and his Statement of Case reads:



No illness.




Not wounded.

(Sgd.) R. Wilson

       Present condition: good




Heart, Lungs, Urine, Scars – nil




Dentally fit

       Recommendation: Med. Fit for Duty

       Confirmed:
31/7/19

       Contact address:
Russell Street, Glanville, S.A.

He has no record of medals being issued in his Service papers but would have been entitled to the British War Medal and the Victory Medal for his service for his country.

Robert Wilson passed away on 19 September, 1930 aged 49 years.  Announcement and arrangements were published in the:


Interment took place in Cheltenham Cemetery, Adelaide in the family plot located from gate C, Section 1, Path 9.


Other Wilson family members buried there are:

Edna Jean Wilson – granddaughter of George & Helen Wilson died Jan. 1919

Helen Wilson – wife of George died 8 May, 1935.  George was buried at Woodville Cem but noted here.
Quinton Wilson - son of George & Helen Wilson died 2 Feb, 1959.
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Herald (Adelaide) Saturday June 17, 1899:


SUDDEN DEATH OF MR. G. WILSON


Death has been very busy amongst the supported of the Labor Party lately.  We regret to say that Mr. George Wilson, an employee of the S.A. Railways, dropped down dead shortly after knocking off work on Monday evening last.  He was well known in Port Adelaide, and was recognised as a consistent friend of the Party.  He leaves a widow and seven children to mourn their loss, and unfortunately, they are left in very poor, in fact, destitute circumstances.  The two eldest lads are capable of doing a good day’s work, and it is to be hoped that the Railway Department, of which the father was an old employee, will find them work in order to help their mother.  We hear that the railway employees are trying to relieve the immediate necessities of the family, and would urge all to assist.





Observer Saturday August 2, 1919:


MORE TROOPS LANDED – THE ORMONDE CONTINGENT


The R.M.S. Ormonde, which arrived at the Semaphore anchorage on Tuesday afternoon, and was unable to come into the wharf on Tuesday evening owing to the states of the weather, landed 167 South Australian Troops at the Outer Harbour shortly before 8.30 a.m. on Wednesday.  Men who arrived and whose names were not given in the official list were:
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Mail (S.A.) Saturday September 20, 1930:


FUNERAL NOTICES


WILSON—The Friends of the late Mr ROBERT WILSON (late A.I.F.) are respectfully informed that his Funeral will Leave his late Residence, Russell-street, Glanville, on SUNDAY AT 3.30 P.M. for the Cheltenham Cemetery.  (Motor Funeral)


SIDNEY HARRISON, Undertakers





Wilson Family Plot, Cheltenham Cemetery, Adelaide, S.A.
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