SAPPER WILLIAM CHARLES WILLIAMS
4806 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Beaconsfield, Tasmania was the birthplace of William Charles Williams on 10 August, 1885 the son of a blacksmith, Charles (died 1901) and wife Anna Maria (nee Glover) Williams.  In 1914 he was a miner living at Douglas Street, Beaconsfield.
At the recruiting depot in Beaconsfield on 19 February, 1916 the thirty-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination subject to dental treatment.  Attestation forms describe him as 158cms (5ft 2¼ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-94cms (33-37ins) and a dark complexion with his blue eyes testing to good vision in his left eye but poorer sight in the right eye and hair was dark.  Religion was Methodist.  He admitted to having been convicted in the Civil Court for obstructing traffic.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Maria Williams of Douglas Street, Beaconsfield, Tas.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance at Claremont camp on 3 March, 1916.

Basic training commenced at Claremont camp allotted to the No. 5 Tunnelling Company until 29 April. The next day their section of 3 officers and 76 Other Ranks plus 8 Reinforcements were transferred to Broadmeadows Camp, near Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) to join the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.) and also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic.)   His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4806.

Early in May 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training. 

The 7713-ton transport Warilda sailed from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Vic the No. 5 company departing on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Tunnelling Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, set forth on their voyage the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at the Aust Details camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot two days later.  On 16 October left for the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  

On 26 October, 1916 was attached to the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company then sent to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on 26 January, 1917.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Service continued without illness or injury until 28 February, 1918 when he was wounded in action from a gas shell attack and taken to the 149th Field Ambulance suffering the effects of gas poisoning.

The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company recorded the following:

“28/2/18




No 1 Section camp again heavily bombarded, many direct hits on Shelters taking place.  Camp abandoned and men billeted in METZ.  38 cases of gassing.  Total to date from three bombardments 77 cases.  On account of these casualties the work in 2nd Div area being done by No. 1 Sec was stopped.

Weather wet. 


Report on Gas Shelling Cases

The forward camp (dugouts) occupied by No. 1 Section until the day of 1/3/18 is situate sheet 57c Q 16 c 1.2

The enemy bombarded with Gas shells this area and the wood opposite on evenings of the 25/26th 26/27th 28th /1 March

On the night 25/26th the shelling commenced approximately at 2 a.m. and lasted until 4.15 a.m.

With the exception of one sapper no one complained of the effects of gas until some considerable time afterwards.  This sapper was in his dugout when same was knocked down by a direct hit from a gas shell, this occurring during the first salvo or two into the Quarry

Shortly after the bombardment no trace of gas in the vicinity of dugouts could be noticed, but at isolated points on the ridge East and North of the Quarry there was evidence of gas 24 hours later.

Box respirators were inspected as men left each day to go on shift and in every instance found to be O.K. Gas helmet drill was last carried out on 22/2/18.

The same precautions were taken on the evenings of 26th/27th/28th /1st March.

The camp was abandoned on the 28th owing to the danger of further shelling and the gas hanging around this area.

Judging by the times that the men were effected by gas it would appear that with the exception of one sapper that the actual gassing took place some 18 to 24 hours after bombardment either in the vicinity of the camp or whilst proceeding over the gas shelled ridge East of the Quarry to their work.

1/3/18







E.M. Tooth Lieut.”
Progressed to the 57th Field Ambulance then admitted to the 2nd Canadian General Hospital in Rouen on 2 March and to recuperate at the 3rd Convalescent Depot from March 13 for ten days.  

Base Records regretted to advise his mother on 11 March that it was reported her son had been wounded in action (gassed).  This news was shared in the:
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On 24 March Sapper went to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles and re-joined his unit on 19 April, 1918.
Leave from France was granted and taken from 10 October and re-joined on October 25.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders on 10 May, 1919 were to report to the Aust General Base Depot and left for England on May 16 arriving at the No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny the next day.

After demobilisation Sapper Williams embarked for Australia on 7 July, 1919 on board H.T. Chemnitz.  Base Records advised his mother on 6 August that he was returning home.
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News of this was published in the:
The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 5 September, 1919 with news of their arrival reported in the:


The Tasmanians crossed Bass Strait and returned to their State.
Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 25 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

The 6th Military District advised Base Records on 6 January, 1920 of his return and discharge dates and forwarded medical documents pertaining to the soldier.

He married in Beaconsfield on 6 January, 1920 at the Holy Trinity Church to Veda Gladys Williams and were at Waratah in 1922 with his occupation as a miner.

For serving his country Sapper 4806 William Charles Williams, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (4124) and the Victory Medal (4113).

In 1924 they had moved to 88 Gold Street, Collingwood, Melbourne, Victoria working as a linesman and in 1927 were at 33 Henry Street, Abbottsford with the same occupation.

The Melbourne branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were sent on 20 May, 1925 and again on 3 February, 1928.

They moved to Wollombi-Road in the Hunter region of New South Wales during 1930 and 1931 working as a miner and were at Morisset Street, Cooranbong in 1937 as a labourer.  In 1943 they couple were at Jarrett Street and Brighton Avenue, Robertson.

The Repatriation Commission in Sydney requested a copy of his service records and were sent on 21 September, 1944.

William Charles Williams passed away aged 60 years in the Prince of Wales Hospital, Sydney on 1 March, 1945.  Notice of arrangements was placed in the:


Burial took place in the Roman Catholic portion 21 of Botany Cemetery (now known as Eastern Suburbs Memorial Park) in grave no. 631.
He has a Commonwealth War Grave.

 
His wife Veda Williams died in 1975.
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Zeehan and Dundas Herald Wednesday March 20, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR


Mrs Williams, of Beaconsfield (Tas.), has received word that her son, Sapper William Charles Williams, has been wounded.  Sapper Williams has been on the Western front for about two years.  He enlisted from Beaconsfield.





Examiner (Launceston) Friday August 15, 1919:


RETURNING AUSTRALIANS


Mrs M. Williams, of Beaconsfield, has received word that her son Sapper W.C. Williams, was on board the transport Chemnitz, due in Melbourne on August 24.





Age (Melbourne) Saturday September 6, 1919:


LARGE NUMBER OF MEN RETURN


Nearly 1000 Victorian members of the A.I.F. returned to Melbourne yesterday in addition to about 60 Tasmanians.  An enthusiastic reception was accorded to them by the public.  The disembarkation from the transport Chemnitz, which arrived at the new pier, Port Melbourne, at 10 a.m. one hour behind the scheduled time, was one of the largest yet dealt with by the authorities, over 650 troops being landed.  The transport Prinz Ludwig arrived shortly after 3 o’clock, and the men were conveyed immediately to the Sturt-street depot.  In connection with both debarkations, the troops were welcomed at the pier by the State Commandant (Brigadier General C.H. Brand), who was accompanied in the morning by the Assistant Minister for Defence (Mr G.H. Wise).  As they have done throughout the war, motorists responded well to the appeal for cars, and the ‘finalisation’ arrangements at the depot left nothing to be desired.  Tasmanian troops were medically examined and provided with accommodation at the Domain camp pending their return to the southern State.  New South Wales and Queensland troops who also returned yesterday, were given leave of absence for a few hours, and resumed their journey by boat last evening.


TASMANIAN SOLDIERS


Arrangements have been made for the transport “Takada’ which is due at Melbourne to-morrow, to embark Tasmanian soldiers here for Hobart.





Sydney Morning Herald Friday March 2, 1945:


DEATHS


WILLIAMS—March 1, 1945, at the Prince of Wales Hospital, William Charles Williams, (late 2nd Tunnelling Co., 1st A.I.F.) beloved husband of Veda and loved father of Joshua, Elizabeth, George, Sylvia, Hughie and Barry.  R.I.P.


FUNERALS


WILLIAMS—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs V. Williams and Family are invited to attend the Funeral of her beloved Husband and their loved Father, William Charles Williams; to leave T.J. Andrews Funeral Chapel, 25 Enmore Road, Newtown, This Day at 1.45 p.m. for the Catholic Cemetery, Botany.


T.J. ANDREWS, A.F.D.A.





His Commonwealth War Grave 


in Eastern Suburbs Memorial Park, Sydney, NSW


Photos supplied by Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission








