SAPPER GEORGE WILLIAMS
7971 – Tunnelling Details
George (Jack) Williams stated he was born in London, England about 1881 and came to Australia.  He and Emily Frances McLeod had a daughter born in Lismore, New South Wales in 1913 named Lorna Cathleen / Catherine Williams.  In 1916 George was working as a miner in Broken Hill, NSW.
At the recruiting depot in Broken Hill on 12 July, 1917 the thirty-six-year-old married miner applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Forms of Attestation were completed describing him as 175cms 5ft 9ins) tall, weighing 81.8kgs (180lbs) with a chest expansion of 97-104cms (38-41cms) and a dark complexion with good vision in his brown eyes and black hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar on left tibia due to a fracture and four vaccination scars on his left arm.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was initially his daughter Lorna Williams of Hunters Hill Convent, Sydney, NSW and later changed to his wife Emily Francis Williams of 14 Riley Street, Sydney, NSW and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their child.  The Oath of Enlistment was taken the same day.
A send-off was given to the volunteers and reported in the:
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Basic training commenced in Adelaide, South Australia (4th Military District) on 14 July, 1917 with B Coy but was moved to C Coy two days later then allotted to the Tunnellers Reinforcements on 29 July.  
After leave was transferred on 6 September, 1917 to their training camp at Bendigo, Victoria joining the May, 1917 Reinforcements.  In preparation for departure Military authorities noted his Will was with them.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7971.
The troopship HMAT A71 Nestor departed Port Melbourne, Vic on November 21, 1917 with 168 Reinforcements on board.  The voyage of twenty-five days duration terminated at the Suez on December 15, 1917 and the men disembarked going to the Australian Infantry Camp, Suez the same day.  They entrained for Alexandria on January 4, 1918 and marched into the Australian Camp, Gabbary, in Alexandria on January 5.  On January 9, 1918 the Reinforcements left Port Said aboard the H.M.T. B:102 Kashgar arriving at Taranto, Italy on January 20.  A week later in Italy were entrained at Bordighira on January 27 and reached Cherbourg, France at the end of the month.  On January 31, 1918 the H.M.T. C.O.168 Mona’s Queen conveyed them across the English Channel where they disembarked at Southampton, England on February 2, 1918.  A further entrainment completed their journey to Tidworth and they marched into No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse for further training for the front. 

On 2 March, 1918 went sick to the Delhi Hospital for an operation to his foot and a report from Tidworth Military Hospital stated hammer toe.  Discharged from Delhi Hospital on 13 May to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny remaining until May 27 when transferred to No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

Sapper embarked on 7 June, 1918 for discharge in Australia due to old fracture of left leg on board H.T. Essex.  Base Records advised his wife on 29 June that he was returning home.
Mrs E.F. Williams wrote from 216 Palmer Street, Sydney to Base Records on 17 July, 1918 and wRecords replied on July 22 that her request to be notified within 24 hours of her husband’s arrival had been referred to the Assistant Adjutant-General, Victoria Barracks, Melbourne.

The transport docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 1 August, 1918.  News of their arrival was published in the:


As Sapper Williams chose to disembark in Sydney and not return to Adelaide as their returned soldiers list was reported in the:  


 
Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 5 September, 1918 as medically unfit.

On 30 August, 1918 the 2nd Military District advised Base Records in Melbourne that the soldier had returned to Australia on 1 August, 1918 and discharged in consequence of medical unfitness on September 5, 1918.

His Will was returned to the 2nd Military District on 24 December, 1918.

The British War Medal (79617) was issued to Sapper 7971 George Williams, Tunnelling Details for leaving Australia to serve his country.  As he did not get to the Western Front was ineligible for the Victory Medal. 
The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 26 August, 1948.

Their daughter Lorna Williams married Ambrose S. Howell in 1931.  In 1949 she was a process worker residing at 18-20 Orwell Street, East Sydney.

Mrs Emily Williams, late of Epping, passed away on 12 November, 1958 aged 86 years.  

Lorna Howell passed away about 22 February, 1959 aged 45 years late of Arncliffe, NSW.

© Donna Baldey 2021

www.tunnellers.net
Barrier Miner Friday July 13, 1917:


IN BROKEN HILL – MORE VOLUTNEERS FOR THE FRONT


The weekly send-off was accorded last night to recruits who have enlisted for active service abroad with the A.I.F.  A torch light procession headed by the Citizens’ Band and followed by members of the various patriotic organisations and boy scouts, marched from the Masonic Club to the railway station.  Several farewell tunes were played by the band on the station platform.  The names of the departing volunteers were:


W.H. Johnson, T. Keating, R.G. Gulliver, W.C. Bax, G. Williams, J.S.M. M’Court.	Article abridged





Sapper George Williams with daughter Lorna 1917


Photo sourced from Ancestry Public Member Trees submitted by N. Parfitt 25/2/2017





Daily Telegraph Thursday August 1, 1918:


RETURNING INVALIDS – CONTINGENTS TO-DAY AND TO-MORROW


Invalid soldiers on List X will disembark this afternoon.  Friends and relatives who have received tickets marked “X” from the Staff Officer for Invalids will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 4 p.m. to meet the New South Wales men.  Names of cot cases, if any, will be posted at the Buffet as soon as disembarkation commences, and relatives may meet them at the hospital.


Red Cross motors numbered 161 to 270 are required to be at No. 1 Wharf. Woolloomooloo, at 3.30 p.m.





The Register (Adelaide) Monday August 5, 1918:


MORE RETURNED SOLDIERS


There was a large attendance of the public at Adelaide Railway Station on Saturday to welcome home the soldiers comprising of List X.


The alterations to the published list of the returned men were: Capt. W.H. Jermyn, A.M.C. and 7971 Sap. G. Williams, T.C. Reinforcements (did not arrive).						            


Article abridged








