SAPPER ERNEST LIONEL WHITTLE
5650 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Launceston, Tasmania was the birthplace of Ernest Lionel Whittle in 1894 the son of Francis Henry and Elizabeth (nee Cannon) Whittle.  Military experience was gained from serving with the 92nd Infantry Battalion.  When aged nineteen the following inquest took place at Mathinna where the family lived at nearby Tyne River and reported in the:
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The Coroner’s jury gave their verdict and the case to go before the Supreme Court as reported in the:

At the recruiting depot at Mathinna on 30 March, 1916 the single twenty-two-year-old farmer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 158cms (5ft 2½ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37ins) and a dark complexion with hazel eyes and brown hair.  Religion was Church of England.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his father Francis Henry Whittle of Mathinna, Tas.  
He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance at Claremont camp on 3 April, 1916.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits from the Fingal District was published in the:


Basic training commenced at Claremont camp (6th Military District) until allotted to the Tunnelling Reinforcements and transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria (3rd Military District) joining the October, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5650.
The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on the transport S.S. Onward but Sapper Whittle remained possibly due to illness and marched out on 4 April, 1917 from No. 7 Camp to the No. 1 Command Depot.  On 19 April, 1917 was reclassified with B2a debility at the No. 1 Command Depot.

Sapper was detached from the Tunnelling Company Details and on 7 May, 1917 took up temporary attachment with Headquarters there.   His debility was reclassed on 5 June and again on 14 September to B1a4 debility.

On 1 December, 1917 ceased permanent cadre at No. 1 Command Depot and left for the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill and proceeded overseas to France from Southampton on December 29 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles a day later.  
Marched in on 2 January, 1918 to the Aust Corps Depot and attached on 11 March, 1918 to the 1st Tunnelling Company who were situated at Dranoutre, Belgium whose work was being hampered by enemy shell fire.
After only three days on the front Sapper Whittle was wounded in action by shell gas and taken to the 1 /2 West Riding Field Ambulance then on to the 2nd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station.

The Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company recorded the following;

Dranoutre March, 1918:
13/4/18

Gas shells round Kit Kat during night of 12/13, shift come down this morning & a considerable number have to be evacuated including Lt Bates.  

14/3/18


Crater N No. 2 commenced by 2 stairways completed 1st stairs at Waratah House, Gallery commenced at foot of stairs.  Kit Kat relieving shift went back to H.Q. camp as gas is still hanging about.  Dugout & shell holes on surface.

Captain O.H. Woodward was also of the 1st Tunnelling Company and gives further insight to the incident with this extract from his unpublished book My War Story of the Great War: 
Matters at Anzac and Muhle went along smoothly until 13th March, when the incoming shift struck a heavy Mustard Gas bombardment coming up the Potijze-Zonnebeke Road, and as a result 50 men were evacuated.  They presented a distressing sight and one’s blood boiled at the thought of this implement of War.  Fortunately, the Gas masks prevented the men breathing the gas so that the trouble was confined to blisters on exposed skin.

Sapper was admitted on 15 March, 1918 to the 54th General Hospital then invalided to England on 22 March on the hospital ship Peiter de Connick being admitted to the 1st Line Hospital Clandon Park near Guildford affiliated with the Royal Herbert Hospital, Woolwich suffering severe gas poisoning.
Base Records regretted to advise his father at Tyne River on 30 March, 1918 that his son had been reported wounded in action (gassed).  His postal address for correspondence was included.

On 6 April, 1918 was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford then discharged to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott on April 17.  
His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:


His father was further informed on 12 April, 1918 by Base Records that his son was admitted on 24/3/18 to the Royal Herbert Hospital, Woolwich, London, England suffering from the effect of gas, severe.  (Classed as wounded.)  His address was included.  Further advice was issued to his father on 11 May, 1918 that it was reported he was now convalescent.

Marched out on 6 July to the Overseas Training Depot at Longbridge, Deverill and proceeded overseas to France on August 10 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  Left to re-join his unit on 14 August arriving two days later and taken on strength.  

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

He was paid in France on 2 February, 1919.

Orders were received on 3 April, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot and left from there on April 10 crossing to England and marching into the No. 1 Group camp at Deverill the following day.

After demobilisation Sapper Whittle embarked for Australia on 31 May, 1919 on board H.T. Aeneas.  Base Records advised his father on 24 June that he was returning home.   This news was shared in the:

His name was among those soldiers returning home and listed in the: 


The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 12 July, 1919 with news of their arrival published in the:

The Tasmanians returned by steamer soon after. 
Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 6 September, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

The 6th Military District forwarded to Base Records on 27 September, 1919 medical documents and dates of return and discharge for the soldier.

He returned home to work as a farm assistant at Mathinna.  
By 1922 he was a farmer at Romaine, Burnie and later moved to Melbourne residing at Watson Street, Charlton working as a labourer. In 1931 is listed as a hairdresser and tobacconist in South Hawthorn residing at 113 Toorak Road, Auburn and in 1932 the following was advertised in the:

He married in 1932 to Lydia Mary Taylor.

From 1936 he is at 25 Middle Road, Melbourne working as a hairdresser.

He returned to Tasmania for the funeral of Mrs Elvina Cooper Hart and was a pallbearer which was mentioned in the:


The following was advertised in the:

The couple were living at 2 Grace Street, E.6. Camberwell and he was still a hairdresser in 1949.
The Victorian Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which was sent on 24 August, 1964.  Mrs Lydia Whittle died in 1968.

Ernest Lionel Whittle passed away on 4 July, 1970 in Launceston, Tas aged 76 years.  Interment took place in Lawn portion 5 of Mersey Vale Cemetery, Devonport, Tas within Row D. 


Examiner (Launceston) Saturday August 9, 1913:


MATHINNA TRAGEDY – DEATH OF W.J. MULLINS – FINDING OF REMAINS


The inquest touching the death of William James Mullins was continued at Mathinna to-day.  Mullins disappeared from his home on June 20, and the only trace since found of him was a few fragments of bone and other remains in the ashes of a fire discovered in a lonely part of the bush about a fortnight later.


W. MULLINS, JUN., IN THE BOX


William Henry Mullins jun., eldest son of the late W.J. Mullins, said he last saw his father alive about Whittle’s at about 10 o’clock on Thursday night, June 19.  Witness had then been boarding at Whittles for a fortnight.  The place was about two miles from witness’s home.


Mr Weston—Why did you go to stay at Whittle’s? —Because I had to pay for my board whichever place I was at, and it was two miles nearer to my trips.  There was no other reason? —No.  There was a social party at Whittle’s that night, was there not? —Yes.  Who were there? —The two Whittles, Honner Tretbewie, Mrs Whittle and family.  At what time on Friday morning did you leave Whittle’s? —At 20 pas 9.  For what purpose? —To look at my traps.  Did you see anyone all the time you were away? —Only Mrs Whittle, whom I met half a mile from her house, about a quarter-past 1, going to look at some traps.  After that I went in and lay down till after 5 o’clock and stayed about till mother came up, about 6 o’clock.  What did your mother say? —She asked Mr Whittle if “Bill” had been there.  My father had gone to look at some traps, but was to be back at 1 and had not returned, she was making enquiries.  I rode home to see if father had returned.  Mr Whittle said to me—if he is not there, come round Tommy Jones’ way and see if you meet him and if you don’t, come back and tell us and we will look for him.


SEARCHING FOR DECEASED


Continuing witness described how he, Frank Whittle, and the latter’s son started to look for witness’ father, and how witness went to enquire at Daniel Jone’s place.  Mr Weston—Was anything said when you joined the lad Whittle again? —He said he thought he could hear someone talking on the hill towards where the traps were.  Continuing witness said the then joined Mr Whittle and Percy Mullins at Dan. Jones’ gate, and went searching up the tea-tree gully.  Did you coo-ee during the whole time of the search? —Yes, on and off.  The witness said that after that he went to Whittle’s to get some clothes.  He then went to his mothers’ place and then rode into Mathinna to inform Trooper Button, who was out but left word with his wife.


To Mr Clarke—Went away where? —Father came to Whittle’s and said he had lost some traps the day before, and had gone back and watched that Saturday night.  Who discovered the fire? —Bob Barnes.  How far away were you? —About 20 yards.  With whom? —Bill Barnes and the others.  How long had your father been on bad terms with your father? —Between three and four years ago was when they fell out.  To Mr Clarke—Do you know anything about your father losing any of his traps in the tea-tree? —Yes, on the Sunday before father went away.  Before this happened.  Father came to Whittle’s and said he had lost some traps the day before and had gone back and watched that Saturday night.


QUESTIONS BY MR ELLISON


Why did you leave home? —I had a row with Percy.  And when you went to Whittle’s did you have another row? —I had a little row with him.  You had a stand-up fight on the road, had you not?  There were two or three blows.  Did your father say he would have nothing to do with you? –Not to me.  When I was going away, he might have said, Never come back again.  Where were you before 12 on the Wednesday June 20? —At Whittle’s.  Did you hear there was an altercation between your father and F. Whittle over your father laying hands on Whittle’s wife? —I did not.  On Friday night did you go straight to Whittle’s after leaving there? —I went crooked, perhaps but I went there.  Did you hear of any dispute whatever between your father and Frank Whittle on the Thursday night? —No. This is the first you have heard of it? —Yes, it is.  Mr Whittle was one of the first to search for your father and continued to do so throughout? —Yes.


EVIDENCE OF WHITTLE’S SON


Ernest Lionel Whitte, son of Frank Whittle, said he went out possum hunting with the last witness on Thursday, June 19.  He did not know the time, but thought it was between 7 and 8 o’clock.  When they came back Mullins, senior, and Mrs Mullins were still there.  There was no row at his father’s house while he was there, and he had never heard of any row that night.  									Cont’d








Continues:


On Friday witness rode into Mathinna to school, starting between 8 and 9.  He believed young Will Mullins had then left to go round the traps.  They slept in the same room.  While young Mullins went to Dan Jones’ place of Friday night witness waited at the gate, and thought he heard a man’s voice.  Mr Weston—Did you get any opossums that night? —I saw one going up a tree.  I shot at it and two came down.  Was that the only shot fired? —No; we fired one on the way home.  What time did you get home that night? —Between 12.30 and 1 o’clock.  To a juryman—He knew Dan Jones’ dog would bark if anyone went to the house, but there was no barking on the Friday night when young Mullins went there.  


To Mr Ellison—He had heard of rows in the Mullins family.  He thought that sometimes after a row Bill would clear out.  The place where he shot the two ringtails at once was a quarter of a mile from Dan Jones’ house.  There was a good rise between the two places, and the wind was blowing from the westward.  It was quite possible that anyone in the house would hear neither the shot nor the coo-ees.  To a juryman—He did not wonder who was out shooting at the time when he heard three shots between 12 and 1 on Friday night. 


The enquiry stands adjourned till tomorrow.						Article abridged





Australasian (Melbourne) Saturday August 16, 1913:


TASMANIAN BUSH MYSTERY – FARMER DISAPPEARS - INCINERATED BONES FOUND


Detective-inspector Weston said that on July 7 he visited the residence of Thomas Jones, and saw Daniel Jones there.  Witness told Jones tat in his honest opinion Jones, and Jones alone, was the cause of Mullin’s death.  Witness said: - “I think that the cause of this trouble was that the hundred acres of land near your property was taken up by Mullins.  In my opinion, you met close to the line, near the tea-tree scrub; that Mullins accused you and not in very mild language what he would do to you and others if he caught you and others on that Crown land he has secured.  In my belief Mullins was the aggressor and during this quarrel you shot him.  Realising what you had done, and fearing the body would be found so near your place, you took it on horseback that afternoon to where the fire and remains were found.  You left it there till that night, when you, with the assistance of your wife, completed the burning of the body.  In my opinion, if any outsiders had shot the man, they would have left him where they shot him, and got away as quickly as possible.  Here is the cast of the heel of the boot, as well as the horseshoe, which correspond, I understand with your boot and shoe of your light horse.”  Jones said he knew nothing about the murder, and that his wife would know that he did not.  Witness said to Jones, “I am not dealing with your wife, but with you.  What she has done, if anything, was to help you dispose of the body.  You know the position, and the way in which this crime was committed, and if you cane in any way, or at any time, give me any assistance, rest assured no stone will be unturned to carry out whatever is suggested.  I understand that only for two hours on Sunday did you give any assistance to try and find this man, and you were almost the nearest neighbour.  It is known to me that your brother Tom was a most bitter enemy of Mullins, but that he and others not friendly to him had been out day by day trying to find him.”  Jones gave no answer.  He was very fidgety and all the time was wanting to get away.


Francis Edward John Rice, employed by Thomas Jones, said that on the Friday evening he met William Mullins and Ernest Whittle coming down the road from the Whittles’ place.  Mullins, who was carrying a bag on his bank, just said, “Good night.”  Witness thought it strange that Mullins should not have asked whether he (Rice) had seen anything of Mullins senior.


Thomas Jones, brother and nearest neighbour of David Jones, said that he had been on unfriendly terms with Mullins for years.  He lost a valuable stack of wheat some months ago, and had an idea that Mullins set it on fire.  He did not say that Mullins ought to be cut up and burnt for setting fire to his stack.  As for saying that he would shoot Mullins like a bird if they met in the bush, such an idea had never entered his head.


This closed the evidence and the inquest was adjourned.








Examiner (Launceston) Wednesday August 13, 1913:


THE MATHINNA MURDER


After an exhaustive enquiry extending over a week, the coroner’s jury which has been enquiring into the circumstances attending the death of the man Mullins, has found a verdict of wilful murder against Daniel Jones, while his wife is found to be an accessory after the fact.  The duty of the coroner’s jury was to declare how Mullins came by his death and decided there was enough evidence to warrant the Crown proceeding with the capital charge of murder, any comment likely to prejudice the case either way would be improper.


In this case police got together a large mass of evidence, which it will be the duty of a Supreme Court jury to carefully sift.  This will be done in due course, and until that jury has given its verdict it will be to suspend judgment on the matter.





Examiner (Launceston) Monday April 3, 1916:


IN THE COUNTRY


Captain Smellie (medical officer), accompanied by Lieut. Robertson, visited Fingal on Thursday, when Recruiting Sergeant P. Deacon presented seventeen recruits for examination, of whom twelve passed as fit for active service.  They were: E.L. Whittle.


The total number passed as fit for service from the Fingal municipality now numbers well over 50. 


											Article abridged





North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Tuesday April 16, 1918:


WOUNDED


Spr E.L. Whittle, Mathinna (gas)							Article abridged





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Monday July 14, 1919:


MATHINNA


Mr Frank Whittle, of Tyne River has received word from Major Lean, officer in charge of Base Records, Melbourne that his son No 5650, Sapper Ernest L. Whittle, 1st Tunnelling Co., is returning to Australia per transport Aeneas which left England on May 31 and will probably arrive in Melbourne about July 15, 1919.





Examiner (Launceston) Tuesday July 22, 1919:


PER H.T. AENEAS


Spr. E.L. Whittle, 1st Tunnelling Co., Mathinna;						Article abridged








Age Monday July 14, 1919:


TROOPS PER AENEAS LANDED


Though timed to land at Port Melbourne at 2 p.m. on Saturday, troops arriving by the transport Aeneas, to the number of 300, reached the pier a little earlier, and by 2.20 p.m. the first of the men were at Sturt-street undergoing medical examination.  The usual welcome by Brigadier-General Brand, State Commandant, and advice on how to proceed, by Captain E.M. Wright, were tendered to the soldiers on landing, and they were given a hearty welcome in the streets of the metropolis and by relatives and friends at the “finalisations” depot.  The Aeneas carried troops for New South Wales and Queensland, who were sent on special trains to their respective States immediately upon quitting the transport.





Argus (Melbourne) Monday January 11, 1932:


PUBLIC NOTICES


NOTICE is hereby given that the PARTNERSHIP BUSINESS presently carried on by Ernest Lionel Whittle and Eric William Whittle, as hairdressers and tobacconists at 792 Burke-road, South Hawthorn, has been DISSOLVED by mutual consent as from the 31st December, 1931.  The business will be carried on by the said Ernest Lionel Whitte at the same address.


	Dated this fifth day of January, 1932.


	(Signed) ERIC WILLIAM WHITTLE


	(Signed) ERNEST LIONEL WHITT.E


Witness—William Murray, solicitor, Melbourne.  WILLIAM MURRAY, solicitor &c., 418 Chancery-lane, Melbourne.





Examiner (Launceston) Friday January 8, 1937:


EVANDALE – DEATH OF MRS JAMES HART


The funeral of Mrs Elvina Cooper Hart, wife of Mr James Hart, of Red Banks, Evandale took place at the Evandale Presbyterian Church on Wednesday afternoon, when there was a large and representative attendance.


The chief mourners were the husband (Mr James Hart), Messrs L. Hart (son), E.R. Whittle (son-in-law).


The pallbearers were Messrs E.L. Whittle, T.B. Perkins E.G. Whittle and A. Sheridan.	Article abridged





Argus Monday October 22, 1945:


PUBLIC NOTICES


IT is the intention of the AUSTRALIAN MUTUAL PROVIDENT SOCIETY 425 Collins Street, Melbourne, after one month from 22nd October, 1945 to ISSUE, under the Companies Act No 4602, a SPECIAL POLICY in place of Industrial Department Policy Nos 383956—GLADYS EVA HEANEY, now McKENZIE; 4069432—ERNEST LIONEL WHITTLE, declared to have been lost.





His plaque in Mersey Vale Cemetery, Devonport, Tas


Photo sourced from Billion Graves website





Roll of Honour of former St Peter’s Anglican Church, Fingal, Tas


Photo sourced from Virtual Anzac’s website





His name is also commemorated on the former St Peter’s Anglican Church Roll of Honour, Fingal (church sold in 1919.)
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