LIEUTENANT WALTER JOHN WHETTAM M.C.
1st Tunnelling Company
Walter (Wally) John Whettam was born on 24 December, 1884 at Weymouth, Dorset, England the eldest son of John Thomas (died 1913) and Sarah Anne (nee Rollason) Whettam and was baptised in St John’s Parish, Weymouth.  In 1891 the family were residing at 2 Wilton Terrace, William Street, Weymouth and were John T. (29) contractor foreman, Sarah A. (31), Walter J. (6) scholar, Sidney J. (5), Frank (4), and Albert E. (1).
Ten years later in 1901 the family were still at William Street, Weymouth and were John (40) builder, Sarah (41) Walter J. (16) mason, Sidney J. (15) carpenter, Frank C. (14) plasterer, Henry (10), Georgina (8), May T. (7), Eric (4) and Dorothy M. (8mths).
He stated he was a pupil to Brough Engineers in Weymouth and a graduate of Bishop’s School, Salisbury, England with an Honour Certificate in Building and Engineering, South Kensington.
His work with the Under Colonial Office of Engineers for the Public Works Department took him to Northern Nigeria, West Africa.  While there he joined the Northern Nigerian Regiment training with No.2 Battalion, F. Company for three and a half years up to 1910.  

The Nigerian Regiment was a line fronting regiment of the British Army that formed in 1900 and consisted of 5 Battalions.  It was responsible for ensuring peace and order within the North Nigerian Protectorate and part of West Africa Frontier Force.
He returned to England and in 1911 was at Freshford, Haygrove, Grange Road, Weymouth visiting his niece-in-law at the house of James Lee (62) grocer, wine and spirit merchant and wife Eliza (58) with their daughter Gladys (22) and staff Annie Priddy (52) and Lily Collins (20) servant as residents.  The bachelor’s occupation was PWD Northern Nigeria.
Walter embarked from Tilbury, London on the Orient liner Orontes for Sydney, New South Wales, Australia departing on 4 August, 1911 with 564 passengers and full cargo and due at Circular Quay at the Orient wharf on 14 September, 1911.  News of their arrival in Fremantle was reported in the:
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He spent six months training with the Woollahra Rifle Club, Sydney while working for the Public Works Department.  He submitted a tender to the Municipality of Randwick with the following reported in the:
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At the Town Hall Recruiting Depot, Sydney on 13 December, 1915 the single thirty-one-year-old builder and contractor applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighing 69.5kgs (153lbs) with a chest expansion of 85-92cms (33½-36ins) and required dental treatment.  Postal address was “Avondale” Christie Street, St Leonards, Sydney, NSW.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms were completed and describe him further as a civil engineer with a sallow complexion, his hazel eyes testing to poor eyesight and his black hair was turning grey.  
Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin initially nominated was his mother Mrs J.T. Whettam Jnr, of Freshford, Grange Road, Weymouth, Dorset England but later changed to his brother Sidney Joseph Whettam of John Street, Lidcombe, Sydney.
Basic training would have been with the Mining Corps at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW then as a Corporal sent to the Officers’ Training School attending from January to early March, 1916.  He applied for a Commission with the Mining Corps, A.I.F. on 3 March, 1916 which was granted and appointment as Second Lieutenant appeared in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette issue No. 50 of 20 April, 1916 as follows:
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He was posted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company training at Rosebery Park, Sydney on 20 May, 1916.

Meanwhile the recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company had embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on May 11 they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park, Sydney which was reported in the:
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  The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot a day later.  Marched out from the Reinforcements camp at Etaples on 12 October for temporary attachment to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion four days later. This was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  

He was appointed Lieutenant on 25 September, 1916 and was attached to the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company on 26 October, 1916. 

Orders from the 2nd Army Headquarters transferred him to the 1st Tunnelling Company on 1 December, 1916 and attached the following day and taken on strength.  The company was situated at Poperinghe, Belgium working on the underground mining system at Hill 60 and Caterpillar (Hill 59).

Was admitted on 3 December, 1916 to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station with malaria then conveyed on Ambulance Train no.18 to the 7th Stationary Hospital in Boulogne with slight symptoms. A transfer with debility to Michelham followed three days later to recuperate at the Convalescent Home of Captain Martin at Menton.  Was discharged on 13 January, 1917 to the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples. He was placed on the Seconded List on 3 March, 1917.
Orders from the Anzac Section, 3rd Echelon G.H.Q. gave detachment for special duty to the Base Depot, Etaples until orders of August 12 from the 2nd Army at Havre re-joined him from the Seconded List and attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company on 16 August, 1917.
The company on his return was still working in Belgium with sections constructing dugouts at L’Enfer Wood and on road construction at Catteau Farm Road, Kemmel to Wytscaete, St Eloi to Dome House and St Eloi to Hollebeke.
The following citation was submitted on 3 October, 1917 to the 1st Anzac Section:

Lieut. Walter John Whettam – 1st Aust. Tunnelling Company Aust Engineers

Recommendation for Military Cross:

September 30 – 1st October, 1917

The construction of an entrance into the captured enemy tunnelled dugout system in The Mound, Polygon Wood, near Ypres, from the North end was of extreme urgency facing the enemy line were continually under shell and rifle fire.  The party were working under great difficulty, and though continually under fire the work was successfully accomplished.  Lieut. Whettam set a fine example of courage, determination and resource.  The casualties amongst his party were heavy.  He himself assisted many times the actual labor.  He was 48 hours without rest.

Lieutenant was awarded the Military Cross on 31 October, 1917.
News of the death of his brother Henry Ernest Whettam on 23 October, 1917 was announced in the:
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Short leave to England was granted from 28 November, 1917 and an extension granted for medical purposes to December 4.  A newspaper reported later that he received his Military Cross at Buckingham Palace from the King on December 5.  He returned to his unit in France.

He went sick on 12 December, 1917 to the 15th Aust Field Ambulance with urethritis following a social disease and moved to the 2nd Aust Casualty Clearing Station.  On December 17 was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.30 to the 14th General Hospital at Wimereux progressing to the 39th General Hospital in Havre three days later.  After 15 days of curative care was discharged to duty of Base Details on December 20 and re-joined his unit on 3 January, 1918.

Back in France he wrote to the Office Commanding 1st Tunnelling Company as follows:

January 5th, 1918

From: Lieut. Walter John WHETHAM, A.E. 1st Aust Tunnelling Coy

To:      O.C. 1st Australian Training C.D., Engineers


Re Transfer

I have the honour to apply through you for a transfer from FRANCE to ENGINEERING OR TRANSPORT UNIT IN EGYPT or Palestine: or any other warm climate where the A.I.F. is operating.

On the grounds of continual ill health: and periodical attacks of malarial fever and Ague.  I was recommended by several medical Officers, and Col Tunbridge, A.I.F. from the Australian General Base for a transfer to a warmer climate in Jan. 1917.

I served several years prior to 1911 as an Engineer in the P.W.D. NORTHERN NIGERIA, W. AFRICA under the British Colonial Office.  I have a sound knowledge of the North African races, of the Hussa-Arabic language.
I consider with a transfer to a suitable climate; my working efficiency would be greatly increased.

I have served in France since August, 1916.






(Sgd.) W.J. Whettam, Lieut. A.E.

Headquarters replied as follows:

Headquarters Aust Imperial Force









Attached 1st Anzac Corps


Headquarters 1st Tunnelling Company


Reference to your 355 of 6th inst.

There is no capacity in the A.I.F. in Egypt in which the abovementioned Officer could be employed with the service for which he is qualified.
As you consider Lieut. Whettam is not medically fit for duty in your unit, please instruct him to report at an early date to Australian General Base Depot, Havre where arrangements will be made for this Officer to be examined by an Aust. Medical Board as to his fitness for service in France.







(Sgd.) P.E.C. for Colonel








D.A.G., A.I.F.

Marched out to the Medical Board at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles on 15 January, 1918 with their findings given as:

“Suffers malaria…anaemic and slightly run down.  Unfit for general service for 1 month but fit for service at Base.  Classified B1 debility.”

Orders dated 11 February, 1918 from Deputy Assistant Adjutant General, 3rd Echelon, Rouen requested him to report to A.I.F. Headquarters and Lieutenant proceeded on 28 February for England arriving at the No. 2 Command Depot to await his voyage home on March 1.

Granting of his award was published in the:
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He marched out for his return to Australia and his appointment was terminated – reason malaria.  Embarked for Australia on H.T. Borda on 5 April, 1918.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin on April 20 that he was returning home. 
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 News of their arrival in Melbourne (3rd Military District) was reported in the:
His name as a soldier returning appeared in the list published in the: 

The soldiers for New South Wales returned to Sydney on 1 June, 1918.  News of their arrival and special mention was reported in the:

Days after his arrival he married on 6 June, 1918 at St Andrews Cathedral, Sydney to Sister Alice Maud James.  Both were aged 33 years.  Announcement was placed in the:


Termination of his appointment in Australia took place in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 15 June, 1918.
News of his award and citation for the Military Cross Medal was published in the:


Base Records sent to his brother S.J. Whettam a copy of the extract from the Fourth Supplement No.30590 to the London Gazette dated 19 March, 1918 relating to conspicuous services rendered by your brother Lieutenant Walter John Whettam, late of Australian Imperial Force.

AWARDED MILITARY CROSS

“With reference to the award conferred as announced in the London Gazette dated 19th November, 1917

the following are the statements of service for which the decoration was conferred:

Lieutenant WALTER JOHN WHETTAM

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty.  He was in charge of a construction party engaged in an

important piece of work.  For two days the party was under continuous shell fire, and, despite heavy
casualties, he completed a very difficult task.  He set a splendid example throughout.”

Records also advised the above was promulgated in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No. 120 dated 7 August, 1918.
In 1920 the following was published for the Reserve of Officers in the:


He was employed at Griffith, NSW as an engineer when land at Woollahra, Sydney was applied for with details appearing in the:

A military promotion with the Reserve to Lieutenant was announced in the:

To wear with his Military Cross medal Lieutenant Walter John Whettam, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued for serving his country the British War Medal (46502) and the Victory Medal (45428).
His war medal was presented in Griffith as reported in the:


He was resident engineer for the Yenda Water Supply with correspondence appearing in the:


The couple’s address in 1924 was 5 Wakaden Street, Griffith.  
In 1930 he was with the Irrigation Commission, Griffith with his occupation of civil engineer.  Two years later they were at Lynward, Hyandra Street, Griffith. 

News of his work in 1934 was reported in the:


Proceedings of an inquiry to a dispute in the Weir Road was published in the:



Snippets of news about him, his work and appointments appeared in the:

His address in Electoral Rolls from 1935 to 1937 were listed as Royal Hotel, Riverina, NSW with the occupation of civil engineer.
The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested copies of his service records from Base Records which were duly forwarded on 10 June, 1938.

Walter (Wally) John Whettam, late of 6 Bower Street, Manly, passed away on 6 August, 1942 aged 57 years.  

Announcement and arrangements were published in the:


Cremation took place in Northern Suburbs Crematorium, Sydney.

A small obituary was placed in the:


Business in connection with his estate was advertised in the:


His wife also served.

SISTER ALICE MAUD JAMES

 Australian Army Nursing Service
Alice Maud James was born on 17 November, 1881 at Gawler, South Australia the daughter of Henry John (mining engineer) and Alice Frances (nee Stockdale) and moved with her family to Western Australia. 
Alice trained as a nurse for three years at the Perth Public Hospital and received her Certificate of Nursing there.  She had been seven years working as a nursing sister and spent twelve months in England for further experience as night superintendent at London Central Hospital.  Left London, aged 27 years, returning home on the India Steam Navigation Co. Ltd, White Star Liner Runic on 6 July, 1911.  Other work experience was gained from 14 months as night Superintendent at Perth at Perth Hospital, Casualty Department and Surgical Wards, both medical and infectious sections and house-keeper at Perth hospital and Victoria Hospital in Subiaco.
Sister James was allotted to the Reinforcements for the 3rd Aust General Hospital.  There are no further details in her documents but more information comes from the following:

Australian Army Museum of Western Australia:

The 3rd Australian General Hospital, left Circular Quay on the RMS Mooltan on 15 May, 1915.  The hospital’s staff were mainly drawn from Sydney.  Reinforcements came from Victoria and South Australia.

Acknowledgment to the volunteer nurses was published in the:


Sister James embarked on the R.M.S. Mooltan from Fremantle, W.A. on 24 May, 1915 with the Reinforcements.

Army Museum continues:

The unit arrived in England on 27 June, 1915 expecting to be posted to France.  However, on 1 July they were deployed to Mudros, on the Greek island of Lemnos, to nurse the sick and injured troops fighting in the Gallipoli campaign.  Lemnos was only 50 miles from the fighting, whereas the hospitals in Egypt were over 650 miles away.

With the end of the Gallipoli campaign, the hospitals on Lemnos were disbanded and sailed from Mudros on 17 January 1916 for Egypt.  3 A.G.H. was re-established at Abbassia in Egypt in early 1916 in an old harem, where it operated for approximately eight months. 

A brief reference in her documents states she was at 3 A.G.H. Lemnos then left on the transport Oxfordshire on 27 January, 1916 for Alexandria.

Leaving Alexandria, Egypt Sister James embarked for Australia from the Suez for nursing duties on board the troopship H.T. Ascanius on 2 September, 1916 and was struck off strength with the 3rd A.G.H.  Base Records advised her mother on 13 September that she was on her way home.  The troopship docked in Adelaide (4th Military District).  
Her arrival in Perth in November was reported in the:

It appears she was working at the military hospital at Fremantle where the following was reported in the:

She re-enlisted and was sworn in on 28 July, 1917 at No. 8 Aust General Hospital, Fremantle.
Her departure for Sydney along with good wishes was reported in the:


Her second period of service commenced with the No. 6 Section Sea Transport Staff which embarked from Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 8 August, 1917 on the transport HMAT A68 Anchises where colds and influenza were prevalent at the commencement of the voyage.   Crossing the Pacific Ocean the vessel arrived at Colon, Panama on September 2, 1917 departing six days later.  Halifax, Nova Scotia was reached on the 18th and after three days in port departed on September 21, 1917.  The final journey to England was completed after a 55-day voyage when they docked at Liverpool on October 2, 1917.  
Sister James was attached for duty to the 2nd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Southall on 3 October, 1917 then discharged to furlough a day later.  Reported to Aust Army Nursing Service Headquarters in London on October 16 and returned to the 2nd Aust Auxiliary Hospital for duty until October 31 then detached and marched out for transport duty to Australia.

Re-embarked again on 19 January, 1918 from Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on troopship A72 Beltana for duty and disembarked in London on 21 March, 1918 reporting to Nursing Headquarters in London.  On 4 August, 1918 marched out for return to Australia.
The troops she was nursing gave her the name of Sister “Jimmy” and it appears to have remained her name becoming Aunt Jimmy in later life.

She returned to Sydney (2nd M.D.) on the troopship Borda arriving there on 1 June, 1918.  Five days later she married in St Andrew’s Cathedral by the Dean to Lieutenant Walter John Whettam M.C.

She resigned from her nursing service on 15 June, 1918.  For serving her country Sister Alice Maude James, Australian Army Nursing Service was issued with the 1914-15 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.
The Medals Section of Base Records had a difficult time in locating Mrs Whettam or her mother having left her Subiaco address.  It was not until 1924 that the Military District in Perth replied to a request from Base Records that her address in Griffith, NSW was located and medals sent to her.

After the death of her husband Mrs Whettam remained at 6 Bower Street, Manly and was listed in 1954 at 9 Bently Towers, Manly.  She returned to Perth where from 1963 to 1968 was living at Forrest Street, Cottesloe.

Mrs Alice Maud Whettam died at Applecross, Perth on 11 April, 1970.  Cremation took place at Karrakatta Crematorium and ashes placed in the Rose Garden 8D in position no.76.

An unexpected discovery of her Victory Medal was found about six years after her death in the playground of Mount Helena Primary School, east of Perth by Dan Jarvis who was picking up some sand to throw at his friend.  It was taken to the principal and after four weeks with no-one claiming it was returned to him.

Mrs Whettam died without next-of-kin and despite searches no trace of family were found.  Forty years later a breakthrough came with the public release of Alice’s Will which named a beneficiary Constance Frith living in Sydney, a niece of her husband.  She was 99 years old and in a nursing home.  Her son was contacted and a call to his family to locate any of her medals.
Alice’s 1914-15 Star and Walter’s War and Victory Medal were accounted for and her Victory Medal was able to be returned to her family in 2015.  Two medals still missing from the family collection are Alice’s War Medal and Walter’s Military Cross.

His brothers also served
SECOND CORPORAL HENRY ERNEST WHETTAM

4061 – 4th Field Company Engineers
Weymouth, Dorset, England was the birthplace of Henry (Harry) Ernest Whettan in 1891 the son of John Thomas and Sarah Annie (nee Rollason) Whettam.  He was baptised on 19 June, 1891 in St John’s Church, in the parish of Melcombe Regis, Weymouth.  In 1901 the family were living in William Street, Weymouth and he was 10 years old.

Harry came to Australia and was married in Paddington to Constance Elizabeth Harrison on 17 January, 1914.  News of their nuptials was announced in the:

At the recruiting depot in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 21 February, 1915 the twenty-five-year-old stonemason applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation describe him as 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall, weighing (142lbs) with a chest expansion of 79-89cms (31-35ins) and a dark complexion with good vision in his green eyes and dark hair.  Distinctive mark was a mole on his left shoulder blade.  Religion was Church of England.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Constance E. Whettam of Carinya, Wentworth Street, Randwick, NSW allotting four-fifths of his pay in support of his wife.  
He was sworn in at Liverpool camp, near Sydney on 4 March, 1915.
Basic training commenced with the 17th Battalion then transferred to the 4th Field Company Engineers.  His rank was Private with the regimental number 4061.  He served at Gallipoli from 3 September, 1915 then suffered sickness requiring hospitalisation at Alexandria, Egypt.  Left there on the transport Canada for France on 1 June, 1916 arriving at Marseilles on June 8 and promoted to Temporary Corporal on 8 August, 1916 and confirmed as second corporal on 28 November.
Was invalided to England with a social disease receiving treatment for 42 days recuperating at Perham Downs camp before proceeding to France on 8 April, 1917.  Re-joined his unit on April, 18.
Second Corporal Whettam was killed in action on 24 October, 1917 near Zonnebeke, Belgium.  He was 28 years of age.  Burial was recorded at Dochy Farm, Langemark four miles East, North East pf Ypres.  
Tributes for his service were placed in the:


The location recorded was not found by the Commission of War Graves after the war and he is commemorated on the Menin Gates (Ypres) Memorial for soldiers with no known grave on panel 7.


His name is also commemorated at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, ACT in the commemorative area on panel 25. 

For his supreme sacrifice Second Corporal 4061 Henry (Harry) Ernest Whettam, 4th Field Company Engineers was issued with the 1914/15 Star (18613), the British War Medal (12575) and the Victory Medal (12516) along with other war memorabilia of the Memorial Scroll and Memorial Plaque (336646) sent to his widow.

LEST WE FORGET

SAPPER FRANK CHARLES WHETTAM
15481 – 5th Field Company Royal Engineers

Frank Charles Whettam was born in January, 1887 at Weymouth, Dorset, England the son of John Thomas and Sarah Anne (nee Rollason) Whettam.  In 1901 he was a fourteen-year-old plasterer and his father a builder.  Frank came to Australia leaving London on 26 May, 1909 on the liner Orontes and arrived in Sydney, New South Wales in July.  He married in 1911 at Waverley, Sydney to May Agnes (nee Humbley) and lived at 779 Parramatta Road, Sydney in 1913 with the occupation of bricklayer.

He returned to England and joined the 5th Field Company Royal Engineers in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 15481 and they embarked from England to France on 20 February, 1915.  
After eight months on the front he was wounded in action and died from wounds on 4 October, 1915 aged 29 years.  Burial took place in section 1 of Chocques Military Cemetery, Pas-de-Calais, France within row E in grave no. 20.

Tributes of honour were placed by his family in the:


His name is also commemorated in the commemorative area of the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, ACT.
Sapper 15481 Frank Charles Whettam, 5th Field Company Royal Engineers was issued for his supreme sacrifice the British War Medal and Victory Medal.

LEST WE FORGET

TROOPER / DRIVER ERIC WHETTAM

1227 – 6th Light Horse Regiment / 1227B – 5th Field Artillery Brigade
Weymouth, Dorset, England was the birthplace of Eric Whettam on 7 October, 1896, the son of John Thomas and Sarah Ann (nee Rollason) Whettam with his baptism taking place in St John’s Church on 13 November.  He was with his parents at their home in 1901 and again at fourteen years in 1911 when they lived at 3 Grange Road, Weymouth and was listed as a scholar.

He came to Australia.  

At the recruiting depot in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 14 January, 1915 the nineteen-year-old station hand applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Described in Attestation papers he was 172cms (5ft 7½ins) tall, weighed 65.4kgs (144lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-94cms (34-37ins) and had a dark complexion with brown eyes and dark hair.  Distinctive mark was a vaccination scar and Church of England his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Annie Whettam of Freshford, Weymouth, England.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment at Liverpool camp on January 18.
Allotment was to the 9th Reinforcements to the 6th Light Horse Regiment on 23 May, 1915 at Liverpool, NSW.  His rank was Trooper with the regimental number 1227.

The Reinforcements embarked from Sydney on 30 September, 1915 aboard HMAT A8 Argyllshire and on arrival in Egypt was taken on strength with the company on 20 November, 1915.  He was taken on strength at Maadi on 1 March, 1916 with the 2nd Reserve Regiment then mustered as a driver at Tel-el-Kebir on March 27.  Went sick to hospital during April and returned to his unit in May, 1916.

Left Alexandria on 17 June disembarking at Marseilles, France on June 20 to join the British Expeditionary Forces.  Was transferred to the 5th Field Artillery Brigade the on 29 January, 1917 moved to the 6th Field Artillery Brigade and posted to the 16th Battery.
After returning from leave in England on 4 November, 1917 went sick with D.A.H. (disordered action heart) passing through the medical system until transferred to England on 14 December on the hospital ship St David entering the military hospital at Colchester with D.A.H. and debility.  Spent time in the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford during January, 1918 then at No. 4 Command Depot Hurdcott at the beginning of March, 1918.

Driver Whettam embarked for Australia on 15 April, 1918 on board H.T. Marathon due to tachycardia (rapid heart rate) and arrived in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 12 June, 1918 with news of their impending arrival announced in the:
The soldiers for Sydney left by special trains and their arrival was mentioned in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 21 September, 1918 as medically unfit.
He applied for a block of land from the Soldiers’ Settlement Scheme with the following advertised in the:


For serving his country Driver 1227 Eric Whettam, 6th Aust Light Horse / 5th Field Artillery Brigade was issued to wear the British War Medal (18240) and the Victory Medal (1802).  As hostilities had ceased at Gallipoli and the reinforcements remained in Egypt, he was ineligible for the 1914/15 Star when he enquired about this medal in 1967.
He married in Taree, NSW in 1925 to Nettie Minett.  In 1930 they were at Central Lansdowne, Kendall with his occupation as a farmer and remained there.  
A Statement of his Service was requested from Base Records by the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission and forwarded on 21 March, 1932.

In 1949 they are listed in Electoral Rolls at Caboolture, Queensland as a fruit farmer.  In 1977 their address was Toorbul Point Road, Caboolture and retired.

Eric Whettam passed away on 2 September, 1977 aged 81 years.  Burial took place in Caboolture Cemetery.


PRIVATE SIDNEY JOSEPH WHETTAM
4439 – 1st Pioneer Battalion

Ilford, Essex, England was the birthplace of Sidney Joseph Whettam on 17 December, 1885 the son of John Thomas and Sarah Annie (nee Rollason) Whettam and baptised in St Mary the Virgin Church on 26 January, 1886.  In 1891 he was living with his family at William Street, Weymouth, Dorset and in 1901 at the same residence.  His father was a builder.
Sidney came to Australia and married in 1909 in Sydney, New South Wales to Ethel May Long.

At the recruiting depot at Victoria Barracks, Sydney on 12 February, 1917 the married thirty-one-year-old contractor and inspector of works applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 164cms (5ft 4½ins) tall, weighing 60kgs (132lbs) with a chest expansion of 82-90cms (33½-35½ins) and had a dark complexion with grey eyes and dark hair.  
Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Ethel Whettam of John Street, Lidcombe, NSW and allotted two-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.

Acknowledgment to the volunteers was mentioned in the:

Basic training commenced at the Showground camp, Sydney until 21 July when allotted to the Engineer Reinforcements to 16 June, 1917 then to the 1st Battalion Pioneers.  His rank was Private with the regimental number 4439.

The Reinforcements embarked from Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on HMAT A29 Suevic on 21 June, 1917 and arrived at Liverpool, England on August 26 marching into the Pioneers Training Brigade at Fovant.  He was a member of a working party at Sutton Veny and at Durrington to 16 March, 1918 then proceeded overseas to France from Folkstone on 6 May, 1918 arriving at the New Zealand Base Depot in Etaples a day later.  Was taken on strength with the 1st Pioneer Battalion on May 13.  On 26 June was detached for duty with the 1st Division Headquarters re-joining his unit on 6 July, 1918.

Was wounded in action on 24 August, 1918 and taken to the 1st Aust Field Ambulance with a gunshot wound left hand then invalided to England on the hospital ship St Patrick entering the 5th Southern General Hospital at Portsmouth on August 29.  Was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford on 6 September then to Littlemoor camp at Weymouth ten days later.

His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:


He marched out on leave the day Peace was declared and was to report to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on return.

Private Whettam embarked for Australia on 15 January, 1919 on board H.T. City of Exeter.  Base Records advised his wife on 3 February that he was returning home.   The transport was placed in quarantine in Chowder Bay, Sydney against being kept in the usual dock on Monday March 3.  Troopship Captain had made representation in Melbourne and Sydney that no sickness was on board and was promised that quarantine would be lifted by Wednesday.  News of their eminent arrival was reported in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 29 March, 1919 as medically unfit.  The British War Medal (73994) and the Victory Medal (70818) were issued to Private 4439 Sidney Joseph Whettam, 1st Pioneer Battalion for serving his country.

In 1930 he was Inspector of Works living at 52 Clinton Street, Orange and in 1933 the couple were at “Berwick” Red Range Road, Glen Innes with the same occupation.  By 1936 to 1937 were listed in Electoral Rolls at Wade Street, Crookwell and was a public works inspector.  A move to 15 Highbury Street, Croydon followed being there in 1943 and later that year moved to 37 Cooper Street, Cootamundra and were still there in 1949 at 99 Thompson Street, Cootamundra.  

The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation requested from Base Records copies of his service records which were sent on 10 December, 1951.

In 1954 home for the couple was 25 Robinson Street, Croydon and he was a supervisor and later a retired public servant.

Sidney Joseph Whettam passed away on 30 July, 1956 aged 71 years.  Cremation took place at Rookwood Crematorium, Sydney.

© Donna Baldey 2023
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Evening News (Sydney) Tuesday September 5, 1911:


ORONTES AT FREMANTLE – PASSENGERS FOR SYDNEY


FREMANTLE, Tuesday.  The R.M.S. Orontes arrived from London this morning with the following passengers:


Messrs: Whettam									Article abridged





Sun (Sydney) Monday August 31, 1914:


WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE – TENDERS


Construction of 567 lineal feet of concrete pipe sewers in the Municipality of Randwick; office estimate, schedule rates, £500.


W.J. Whettam, 3.83 per cent, above schedule.  The tender of Burke and Gregson recommended. 


Article abridged





Commonwealth of Australia Gazette Thursday April 20, 1916:


AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE – APPOINTMENTS ETC.


To be 2nd Lieutenants:


Corporal WALTER JOHN WHETTAM, Australia Imperial Force; dated 16th March, 1916.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.


Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.


	Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.


	One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.


	At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						


Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday November 20, 1917:


ROLL OF HONOUR


WHETTAM—Killed in action in France, October 23, 1917, Henry Ernest Whettam (Harry), loved brother of Driver Eric Whettam and Lieut. W.J. Whettam (on active service) and the late Sapper Frank C. and Mrs Whettam, and uncle of little Norman Whettam, of Lewisham. For our freedom he died.





Commonwealth of Australia Gazette Thursday March 7, 1918:


AWARDED THE MILITARY CROSS


Lieutenant WALTER JOHN WHETTAM, Engineers					


Article abridged





Argus (Melbourne) Tuesday May 28, 1918: 


RETURNING WOUNDED – LIST “Y”


There are men from all the States of the Commonwealth, excepting Western Australia, on board.  The Victorians number 280, The South Australians 59, and the Tasmanians 36.  The New South Wales men and the Queenslanders will go on to their home ports by sea.							Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday May 28, 1918:


THE “Y” LIST


MELBOURNE, Monday.


Returning soldiers whose names were included in list “Y” are expected to arrive in Melbourne on Wednesday.  The New South Wales and Queensland men will remain on board, and proceed to Sydney, probably on Thursday.  The New South Wales men who received honours are: Lieut. W.J. Whettam, M.C.	


Article abridged





Sunday Times (Sydney) Sunday June 2, 1918:


“THEY CAN’T BEAT US,” SAYS AN ANZAC – TYPICAL SPIRIT OF THE MEN WHO RETURNED YESTERDAY


Yesterday’s big batch of officers and men returned wounded arrived at the Anzac Buffet, a couple of hours or more after the expected time; but, as expectation is now tacitly assumed to be an untrustworthy guide in the quarter, nobody was much perturbed.


Everywhere among the route from the ship to the Buffet the crowds were notably cordial—far more outspokenly cordial, be it remarked, than similar crowds were a few weeks ago.  One of the happiest signs of the revival in recruiting is that enthusiasm for the men who have done their bit takes on a constantly keener edge.


There was only one cot case among yesterday’s lot, a sergeant, one of the Smiths who form an army within the Army.  But there were wound-stripes a-plenty, and it was no uncommon thing to see two or three on a sleeve.  There were four decorations in the batch—a Military Cross, two Distinguished Conduct Medals and a Military Medal and bar.


SOME DECORATED MEN


The M.M., [as per article] was conferred on Lieut. W.J. Whettam by the King at Buckingham Palace on December 5 last.  The Lieutenant won his commission on March 16, 1916.


Yesterday’s arrivals looked well.  Some were lame, and may were plainly not up to normal form; but all looked keen.  It was, perhaps, the healthiest-looking batch of invalids we’ve had yet.  It influenced the waiting relatives and friends to such an extent that there were notably fewer tears than usual.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday June 15, 1918:


MARRIAGES


WHETTAM – JAMES—June 6, 1916, at St Andrew’s Cathedral, by the Dean of Sydney, Lieut. Walter John Whettam, M.C., A.I.F., to Alice Maude, A.I.F., eldest daughter of Mrs A.F. James, of Perth.  Both from active service.  Western Australian papers please copy.





Commonwealth of Australia Gazette Wednesday August 7, 1918:


DEPARTMEN OF DEFENCE


Melbourne, 25th July, 1918.


THE following extracts from London Gazette are published for information.


Lieutenant WALTER JOHN WHETTAM, Engineers.


For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty.  He was in charge of a construction party engaged on an important piece of work.  For two days the party was under continuous shell fire, and, despite heavy casualties, he successfully completed a very difficult task.  He set a splendid example throughout.





Daily Telegraph Saturday May 29, 1920:


OFFICERS’ COMMISSIONS


Forms of commission in the A.I.F. for the undermentioned officers, for whom no addresses are available, are held at the office of the Assistant-Adjutant General, Victoria Barracks, Paddington and application for same be made by letter or in person.


Lieut. W.J. Whettam (Engrs)								Article abridged





Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales Friday December 24, 1920:


NOTICE UNDER REAL PROPERTY ACT


APPLICATIONS having been made to bring the lands hereunder described under the provisions of the Real Property Act, Certificates of Indefeasible Title will issue, unless Caveats be lodged in accordance with the Third Schedule to the said Act on or before the 28th January, 1921: 


No. 22,795. APPLICANT—Walter John Whettam, Griffith.  Land—Municipality Woollahra, 30 perches, fronting Fairweather-street, about 675 feet south-west from Vivian-street.





Commonwealth of Australia Gazette Thursday February 24, 1921:


AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES – GRANT OF SUBSTANTIVE COMMISSIONS ON THE RESERVE OF OFFICERS


2ND MILITARY DISTRICT


The undermentioned Honorary Lieutenants to be Lieutenants:


WALTER JOHN WHETTAM, M.C.,							Article abridged





Murrumbidgee Irrigator (Leeton) Friday September 2, 1921:


R.S. and S.I.L. of A. – GRIFFITH SUB-BRANCH


The monthly General meeting will be held at the Griffith public school tomorrow (Saturday) afternoon, at 3 o’clock.


Major Cooke Russell, D.C.M., will be present and will present the following decoration and British war medals:


British War Medal: W.J. Whettam							Article abridged





Murrumbidgee Irrigator (Leeton) Friday January 6, 1922:


YENDA WATER SUPPLY


The secretary of the Mirool Settlers’ Association (Mr M.E. Sellin) is in receipt of the following communication from Mr W.J. Whettam, resident engineer: — “I have to acknowledge receipt of your communication of the 9th Dec., relative to the laying of a 6-inch main in the streets of Yenda before they are metalled, and in reply to advise you that a 3-inch cast iron main is now being laid with connection to supply 14 blocks.  The capacity of this main will be quite sufficient for the service required.”





Independent (Deniliquin) Friday February 9, 1934:


ABOUT PEOPLE


Mr W.J. Whettam, resident engineer in charge of Stevens Weir construction works, has returned to Deniliquin to resume duties after his annua leave.  During his absence Mr J.W. Stuart has been in charge of the scheme. 





Independent (Deniliquin) Friday April 13, 1934:


THE WEIR ROAD – PUBLIC INQUIRY COMPLETED – MR HARDIE TO INSPECT


An inquiry into the dispute between the Murray Shire Council and the Water Commission, relative to the maintenance of the road to Stevens Weir, was held in the Town Hall, Deniliquin, on Tuesday, before Mr J.A. Hardie, Supervising Engineer of the Department of Public Works.  After evidence had been given, Mr Hardie stated that he would inspect the road.


To Mr Brewster: It was made clear at the meeting which we convened that the commission was not responsible for any road maintenance.  He could not recall a specific promise that the commission would put the road in order when the weir was completed.  He got the impression from Mr Whettam, and it was not affected by subsequent correspondence from the commission.


To Mr Brewster: Some sand dumps among the road were put there from relief money and loan. 


He told Mr Whettam he would not put the sand on the road as it would be needed after the weir was finished, when the sand would not be procurable.


Walter John Whettam, resident engineer in charge of the Wakool district works, said the road to the weir was as good as the average country road when he came here last year.  Here had been 8090 tons of material carried over the road, and about 2200 tons had still to be carried to the works.  The cartage was done by the contract, by motor vehicles.  Most of the motor vehicles were 2-ton trucks, and after a time bigger platforms were put on the trucks.  He knew of one man with a big lorry with solid tyres who carried excessive loads, but he was not long employed. 


   Cont’d





Continues:


Other loads he would class as ordinary traffic to be seen about the country roads.  Timber contracts were arranged with the sawmillers for delivery on the site.  The commission made no condition as to the sizes of loads.  The employer of a name with 14 tons of timber in one load was told he would not be allowed to carry such loads over the shire road or the commission’s road.  He considered the load excessive and wrote to Murray Shire Council about it solely on account of the risks to the bridges.  The same lorry was now used between Finley and Deniliquin carrying cement for the Cement Co.  The carriage of materials for earthworks contractors was not controlled by the commission.  He had seen some trucks over loaded.  An oil wagon would weigh seven or eight tons.  He did not hear of drivers being questioned about the weights of their loads by the council’s officer.  The road except for about two miles in short sections, he considered better to-day than he originally found it.  A mile to a mile and a half of the road had never been formed.  The commission had stopped some contractors from carting on the road after rain.  In some cases they did as they were asked.  Some of the bridges at 6m, 10m and over Yallakook Creek he regarded as unsafe for heavy traffic.  He travelled over the road at least four days a week, and he only saw one vehicle bogged which had slipped into the side drain.  He had seen very little work done by the council on the road.  He had at various times directed attention to broken planks.  If acted attention to broken planks.  If ordinary maintenance work had been done the road would have been in better condition in spite of the traffic, apart from the unformed sections.			


Article abridged





Independent Friday June 15, 1934:


ABOUT PEOPLE


Messrs W.J. Whettam, W. Hogan, A.E. Wallace and W.J. Ingram were nominated as life governors of Deniliquin Hospital, at Tuesday night’s meeting of the Board of Directors.





Independent (Deniliquin) Tuesday November 27, 1934:


BOWLS – THURSDAY’S TOURNEY – WON BY W.J. WHETTAM


Taking advantage of the holiday on Thursday a number of bowls enthusiasts spent the day on the Deniliquin Bowling Clubs’ green participating in an American singles handicap.  As the weather was perfect and the green in good trim a splendid day’s sport was provided.


The winner of the tournament was W.J. Whettam, with an aggregate of 66 points and the runner-up was C.H. Blackmore, with 63 points.





Sun (Sydney) Friday July 10, 1936:


PERSONAL


DENILQUIN—Mr W.J. Whettam, engineer, in charge of the Wakool Irrigation District, has been appointed as a Government nominee to the board of directors of the Deniliquin Hospital.





Sydney Morning Herald Friday August 7, 1942:


DEATHS


WHETTAM—August 6, 1942, at his residence, 6 Bower Street, Manly, Walter John Whettam, M.C. (1st A.I.F.), dearly beloved husband of Alice Maud Whettam and eldest son of the late J.T. Whettam, Weymouth, Dorset, England.


FUNERALS


WHETTAM—The Funeral of the late WALTER JOHN WHETTAM, of Bower Street, Manly, will leave our Private Chapel, 32 Sydney Road, Manly, THIS (Friday) AFTERNOON, at 2 p.m. for the Northern Suburbs Crematorium.


F. TIGHE & CO, Manly





West Australian (Perth) Saturday August 8, 1942:


DEATHS


WHETTAM, (Walter John)—On August 6, 1942, at his residence, 6 Bower-street, Manly, NSW, beloved son-in-law of Mrs A.F. James, brother-in-law of Phyllis (Mrs C.W. Morrow, 79 Forrest-street, Cottlesloe).





Murrumbidgee Irrigator (Leeton) Tuesday August 18, 1942:


W.J. WHETTAM


News was received during last week of the death of Mr W.J. Whettam in Sydney after a period of illness.  Deceased, who served in the last war with the A.I.F., was constructional engineer in the Griffith district for many years, arriving a few years after the war.  He was transferred from Griffith to Deniliquin some years ago to commence the Wakool irrigation scheme in connection with the Stevens dam.  From there he went to the Sydney office of the Irrigation Commission.  He had been ailing for some time and is survived by a widow.





Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales Friday May 21, 1943:


IN the matter of the estates of the undermentioned deceased persons, and pursuant to the Wills, Probate and Administration Act, 1898-1940.  The Public Trustee will distribute the assets of the respective deceased persons to the respective persons entitled, having regard only to the claims of which he then has notice;


Walter John Whettam, late of Manly, in the State of New South Wales, civil engineer, died on 6th August, 1942; administration, with the will annexed, was granted to the Public Trustee on 12th May, 1943.





Alice Maud James with her mother Alice Frances James and her sister Phyllis James


Photo sourced from ABC 2015 article contributed by Josie White 





At the recruiting depot for the nursing service in Perth (5th Military District) the thirty-three-year-old nursing sister applied to enlist for service abroad on 24 April, 1915.  Personal particulars of the petite single lady were 151cms (5ft ½ins) tall, weighing 59kgs (130lbs) with a chest measurement of 94cms (37ins).  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was her mother Mrs Alice Frances James of 17 Coglan Road, Subiaco, W.A.





West Australian (Perth) Monday May 17, 1915:


FOR SERVICE ABROAD – NURSES SELECTED


In connection with the hospital and Army Medical Corps work, the following nurses have been appointed for service with the military forces:


For service with the Double General Hospital in England—Sisters J.M. Crosby and A.M. James; Sisters J. Bisset, M. Fielding, J. Lovell and D. Smith.





Daily News (Perth) Wednesday November 1, 1916:


DIMBOOLA’S PASSENGERS


The following passengers arrived from the Eastern States by the Dimboola to-day: Sister A.M. James.	


Article abridged





Camp Chronicle (Midland Junction) Thursday May 31, 1917:


NO. 8 A.G.H.


The matron, Mrs Shackell, has gone for a well-earned six weeks’ spell to the East.  Sister James is acting matron during her absence.





Camp Chronicle (Midland Junction) Thursday August 2, 1917:


NO. 8 A.G.H.


Sister James, who has been acting Matron here for some time, sailed for the East on Saturday, on her way to the front.  The good wishes of all here go with her on her second trip abroad, and we trust she will have a good voyage and enjoy the best of health during her absence from Australia.





Victory Medal awarded to Sister A.M. James found at Mt Helena, W.A. c1976 


and returned to family in Sydney 2015





Photo sourced from ABC news article 2015





Sydney Morning Herald Monday January 26, 1914:


MARRIAGES


WHETTAM – HARRISON—January 17, 1914, at St Matthais’ Church, by the Rev. Sydney Glanrith Fielding, Henry Ernest, fifth son of the late John Thomas and Mrs J.T. Whettam, jun., of Weymouth, England, to Constance Elizabeth, eldest daughter of Mr and Mrs Arthur Harrison, of Flinders-street, Moore Park.





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday November 20, 1917:


ROLL OF HONOUR


WHETTAM—Killed in action in France, October 23, 1917, Henry Ernest Whettam (Harry), loved brother of Driver Eric Whettam and Lieut. W.J. Whettam (on active service) and the late Sapper Frank C. and Mrs Whettam, and uncle of little Norman Whettam, of Lewisham. For our freedom he died.





Sydney Morning Herald Friday October 24, 1919:


ON ACTIVE SERVICE


WHETTAM—In loving memory of my dear husband and my daddy, Corporal H.E. Whettam, 4th Engineers, killed in action, October 24, 1917.  Inserted by his loving wife and baby.





Memorial Hall of Ypres Menin Gate Memorial showing names of those commemorated there


Photo sourced from Commonwealth War Graves Commission





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday October 26, 1915:


ROLL OF HONOUR


WHITTAM—Frank Charles, of 766 Parramatta-road, Lewisham, Royal Engineers, died of wounds at Flanders, October 4, 1915, aged 29 years, third son of the late J.T. Whettam, Weymouth, England.  Inserted by his loving wife.


WHETTAM—Sapper F.C. Whettam, R.E., died of wounds, October 4, 1915 in Flanders.  Inserted by his loving brother, Sidney.


WHETTAM—Frank Charles, Royal Engineers, died of wounds, October 4, 1915, in Flanders.  Inserted by his brother-in-law, Norman Humbley.





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday October 27, 1915:


ROLL OF HONOUR


WHITTAM—Frank Charles Whettam, Royal Engineers, died of wounds, October 4, 1915, in Flanders.  Dearly loved brother-in-law of Ruby and Frank Fry.





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday 4 October, 1916:


ROLL OF HONOUR


WHETTAM—In sacred and loving memory of my dear husband, Frank Charles Whettam, Royal Engineers, died of wounds in France, October 4, 1915.  (verse follows)


WHETTAM—In loving memory of my dear Daddy, who died of wounds in France, October 4, 1915.  (verse follows)


WHETTAM—In loving memory of my brother Frank C. Whettam Royal Engineers, died of wounds in France October 4, 1915.  Inserted by his brother Eric (on active service.)





A section of graves in Chocques Military Cemetery, France - Photo selected from website of photos of this cemetery





Argus (Melbourne) Tuesday June 11, 1918:


RETURNING WOUNDED – MEN OF LIST “V”


It is expected that the soldiers whose names were published in “The Argus” in list V on May 11 will disembark at Port Melbourne at half-past 2 o’clock to-morrow.  It is possible that the date of arrival may be altered.  The men to land number 429 of whom 312 are Victorians, 77 South Australians and 40 Tasmanians.  Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Thursday June 13, 1918:


INVALID SOLDIERS


Invalid Soldiers will arrive by two special trains from Melbourne this morning.  Friends and relatives who have tickets marked “V” from the staff officer for invalids will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 10.15 a.m. to meet the New South Wales Men.								Article abridged


 





Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales Friday November 7, 1919:


NOTIFICATION SETTING APART CROWN LANDS FOR ORIGINAL HOMESTEAD FARMS TO BE PISPOSED OF TO RETURNED SOLDIERS EXCLUSIVELY


Block C, parish of Yarratt, shall be available only for Eric Whettam, of 766 Parramatta-road, Lewisham to whom a certificate of preferential right entitling him to the said block has been issued under section 3A of the Returned Soldiers Settlement Act, 1916.





Their grave in Caboolture Cemetery, Qld


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave- website





Construction and Local Government Journal (Sydney) Friday January 21, 1916 [date as per Trove]:


NEWTOWN


Two more friends of the Common Ground—Master Builder S.J. Whettam, of Lidcombe, (N.S.W.) and his brother, have enlisted.





Sun (Sydney) Saturday October 12, 1918:


A HEAVY LIST – MANY WOUNDED


S.J. WHETTAM, Lidcombe							Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday March 5, 1919:


SOLDIERS COMING HOME – TODAY AND TOMORROW


City of Exeter will be released from quarantine tomorrow morning.  Friends and relatives who have tickets marked City of Exeter will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 10.10 a.m.


Cars on the Red Cross register from 60 to 125 are required to be at No. 1 Wharf Woolloomooloo at 10.15 a.m.


The honorary organiser of strong posts Mr Down Johnstone states that the troops will not proceed through the city streets for a public welcome.  Strong posts committees wishing to give the men a public welcome may do so in the vicinity of the Anzac Buffet in the Domain.








