SAPPER RUDOLPH WEIGALL
7920 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Rudolph William Weigall was born in Sydney, New South Wales in 1884 the son of Marguerite (Martha) Dodkins.  In 1890 his mother married in Victoria to Gustave Satie and were living in 1896 at Echuca where he was educated at Central State School.  The following was reported in the: 
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At the age of sixteen he went missing from Echuca late in 1900 with the following reported from the Police Gazette in the:
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In 1909 he was a stonemason living at High Street, Echuca and by 1914 was at 37 Clarinda Road, Moonee Ponds, Melbourne working as a mechanic.  A year later was at 216 Cecil Street, South Melbourne with the occupation of linesman.
At the recruiting depot in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 16 September, 1916 the single thirty-three-year-old mechanic-linesman applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Described in Attestation Forms as 164cms (5ft 4½ins), weighing 54.5kgs (120lbs) with a chest expansion of 82-86cms (32-34ins) and had a medium complexion with blue eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinctive marks were scars both knees and a mole on the left shoulder.  Medical note gives neuritis right leg.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his foster-father Gustave Satie of Echuca, Vic.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same day.
He was re-attested then re-examined and sworn in on 17 April, 1917 in Melbourne where basic training commenced with the Reservist Battalion at Broadmeadows camp near Melbourne from April 25 to 14 May, 1917.  Was allotted to the Miners’ May Reinforcements at Seymour, Victoria until 11 June when sent to the Base Hospital at Langwarrin returning to Bendigo for further training on 3 September, 1917.  Left sick for the No. 5 Aust General Hospital with a social disease at MacLeod until 2 November.  
Remained at Bendigo returning to Seymour camp until November 20 then spent overnight at Broadmeadows camp to be ready for embarkation the following day.  Military authorities noted his Will was lodged with them.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7920.

The troopship HMAT A71 Nestor departed Port Melbourne, Vic on November 21, 1917 with 168 Reinforcements on board.  
Military discipline was issued for the following while at sea:



Offence:
10/12/17 smoking on troop deck



Award:

2 days PT in Defaulters Parade by Lt Warlow-Davies 12/12/17

The voyage of twenty-five days duration terminated at the Suez on December 15, 1917 and the men disembarked going to the Australian Infantry Camp, Suez the same day and taken on strength.   Sapper was admitted to the Government Hospital there on December 24, 1917 with a social disease and transferred to Alexandria then attached to the A.I.F. Troops there.  

After treatment of 86 days continued his voyage to Taranto, Italy until admitted to isolation aboard the transport HMAT A18 Wiltshire then on arrival entered the 79th General Hospital, Taranto on March 26 and two days later transferred to Shore Hospital.  

After 13 days curative care left on 9 April by train to Cherbourg, France then crossed the English Channel to Southampton, England disembarking on April 20, 1918.  A further entrainment completed the journey to Tidworth and he marched into No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse.  

On 20 May, 1918 was admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford and was a patient for 43 days until discharged on 1 July, 1918 marching in to the Convalescent Training Brigade. Later went to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny before returning to No. 2 Details Camp in Parkhouse.  

Left No. 2 Camp at Parkhouse on July 29 proceeding overseas from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  Left the Aust Corps Depot on 4 August and was taken on strength with the 2nd Tunnelling Company on 9 August, 1918.  The Unit Diary of the company recorded the following for that day:
“9/8/18  


Telegram received from C.E. Aust Corps to detail as many men as could be spared, to assist the 4th Canadian Railway Battalion, in the reconstruction of the broad-gauge railway from Villers-Bretonneux to Marcelcave.  Engineer instructions No. 5 issued by Aust Corps giving location of R.E. Dumps.  The dumps were well forward and contained a considerable amount of German material.

Nos 2, 3 & 4 Sections moved up to new campsite, in wood west of Villers-Bretonneux, and commenced work erecting camp.

Weather fine.”
Sapper was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.  

His last payment in France was on 15 March, 1919.  

Orders were received on 23 May, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot 2 and they left Havre on May 30 arriving at the No. 2 Group camp in Sutton Veny the next day.  

After demobilisation Sapper Weigall embarked for Australia from Devonport, England on 24 July, 1919 on board H.T. Bakara.  Base Records advised his step-father on 26 August that he was on his way home.  

His name was among those listed as returning in the:

His Will was returned to the 3rd Military District on 25 August, 1919.

News of their arrival in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 27 September, 1919 was reported in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 27 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  For serving his country Sapper 7920 Rudolph Weigall, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (71278) and the Victory Medal (68118).

He returned to live at 38 Nelson Road, South Melbourne working as an engineer.

He married in 1921 to Ruby Edna Stanley in Melbourne.

These medals were not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923.  A letter was sent to him care of the last known address of next-of-kin on 1 February, 1924.
His address in 1924 was 5 Lingwell Road, Auburn, Victoria with the occupation of linesman.
Riverine Herald (Echuca – Moama) Saturday December 19, 1896:


 STATE SCHOOL


Yesterday a very pleasing departure in connection with the annual breakup of the State School was held at Victoria Park, the outing taking the form of a picnic to the scholars, and no more suitable locality could well have been found than the park, though the wind was somewhat boisterous.


After the prizes had been distributed tea was partaken of, and, before leaving for home, each child was presented with a bag of lollies.  The following is the prize list:


CENTRAL STATE SCHOOL


Class IV—Herbert Smithers, Rudolph Weigall						Article abridged





Riverine Herald Friday December 7, 1900:


ECHUCA


POLICE GAZETTE NOTICE—The following notice appears in the current issue of the Police Gazette—Rudolph Wygall is missing from his home at Echuca since the 27th ult.  Description—16 years of age, about 5 feet 6 inches high, slender build, dark complexion, fairish hair, dark blue eyes, good teeth, rather pleasant face; wore coloured moleskin trousers and vest, blue cotton shirt with white stripes, old lace-up boots and light felt hat with white band.





Argus (Melbourne) Wednesday August 27, 1919:


THREE LISTS ISSUED – ON S.S. BAKARA


 (left England July 24)


R. Weigall										(Article abridged)





Herald (Melbourne) September 27, 1919:


SOLDIERS WELCOMED HOME


Troops from two transports, the Ceramic and the Bakara, disembarked this morning and as they were conveyed from Port Melbourne through the city to Sturt Street in motor cars and chars-a-bancs they were warmly welcomed.


On the Ceramic there were 278 troops and 140 women and children.


The Bakara brought 300 troops.





Age (Melbourne) Thursday February 3, 1927:


FUNERAL NOTICES


WEIGALL—The Friends of Mrs RUBY WEIGALL are respectfully informed that the remains of her dearly beloved husband, Rudolph W. Weigall, will be interred in the Box Hill Cemetery.  The funeral will leave her residence No. 3 Lingwell-road, Auburn, THIS DAY (Thursday), 3rd February, at 3 o’clock.


JOHN ALLISON, Undertaker 





His unmarked grave in Box Hill Cemetery, Melbourne


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website submitted by Bruce K.





Rudolph William Weigall passed away aged 40 years on about 2 February, 1927.  Arrangements were placed in the:





Interment took place in Church of England portion of Box Hill Cemetery in grave no. 2442.





Echuca War Memorial, Vic 


Photo sourced from War Memorial website





A copy of his service records was requested from Base Records by the Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Commission and sent on 19 August, 1927.





His service is commemorated on the Echuca War Memorial.
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