SAPPER ROY OTTO WEGER
7970 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Roy Otto Weger was born in Adelaide, South Australia on 12 June, 1889 the son of Albert Ernest and Matilda Augusta (nee Schiller) Weger.  His mother died in 1899 and his father in 1916.  He served an apprenticeship as a blacksmith with R. Stanley in Adelaide and was working in Broken Hill, New South Wales in 1916.
At the recruiting depot in Broken Hill on 30 June, 1917 the twenty-eight-year-old single blacksmith applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 171cms (5ft 7½ins) tall, weighing 82.7kgs (182lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-102cms (35-40ins) and a fair complexion with poor eyesight in his grey eyes and had light brown hair.  Distinctive marks were on front of right shoulder and on his back sacrum region and three vaccination scars on his right arm.  Methodist was his religion.  In lieu of his parents he nominated his sister Mable Weger of Seppelfield, S.A.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken the same day.
Basic training commenced with B Coy in Adelaide from 16 July, 1917 for 15 days then allotted to the Tunnelling Reinforcements at Mitcham camp on 1 August.  
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He married in the Methodist parsonage, Adelaide on 11 August, 1917 to Mona Magdalene Merritt and she became his next-of-kin at Wolfram Street, Broken Hill, NSW.   News of their union was announced in the:

Transferred on 14 August to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria joining the May, 1917 Reinforcements until moved for further instruction at Bendigo to 2 November, 1917.  Returned to Seymour camp for final preparations until November, 19.  Military authorities noted he had made a Will which was held with them.  They moved to Broadmeadows camp, near Melbourne for an overnight stay on November 20 prior to departure.

The troopship HMAT A71 Nestor departed Port Melbourne, Vic on November 21, 1917 with 168 Reinforcements on board.  The voyage of twenty-five days duration terminated at the Suez on December 15, 1917 and the men disembarked going to the Australian Infantry Camp, Suez the same day.  They entrained for Alexandria on January 4, 1918 and marched into the Australian Camp, Gabbary, in Alexandria on January 5.

On January 9, 1918 the Reinforcements left Port Said aboard the H.M.T. B:102 Kashgar arriving at Taranto, Italy on January 20.  A week later in Italy were entrained at Bordighira on January 27 and reached Cherbourg, France at the end of the month.  On January 31, 1918 the H.M.T. C.O.168 Mona’s Queen conveyed them across the English Channel where they disembarked at Southampton, England on February 2, 1918.  A further entrainment completed their journey to Tidworth and they marched into No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse. 

His sister Mable Weger wrote from Seppelsfield, S.A. to Base Records on 10 January, 1918 requesting the correct address of her brother and understood he left at the middle or end of November, 1917.  

Base Records replied on 16 January giving the address she requested and advised that letters addressed would be forwarded to wherever he was located at the time of their arrival abroad.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on15 March, 1918 from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles a day later then moved to the Aust Corps Depot.  
Left from there on March 20 to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on March 24, 1918.

The following was recorded in the Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company around the time of his arrival with the company.

“23/3/18

59 O.R. new reinforcements marched in ex A.G.B.D. and was attached to sections.”

The O.C. ordered the evacuation of the camp in accordance with the instructions previously communicated by the Corps.  The Company marched out to ROCQUIGNY at 4.15 a.m.  Stores were sent away by Motor and horse Transport.  By 6 p.m. all-important stores were safely removed, and shortly afterwards the Green or Army line running through the camp was occupied as our front line.  On arrival of the Coy at ROCQUIGNY it was found that our infantry had everywhere retired to the Corps Line.  The O.C. arranged with 5th Corps for a further move to LE TRANSLOY and the unit was accordingly marched to xxx a site alongside the Sugar Beet Factory on BAPAUME-PERONNE Roads.  All stores were transported there.

5th Corps Headquarters moved from VILLERS au FLOS to MEAULTE.  During the afternoon heavy guns were brought back and placed in position on the BAPAUME-PERONNE road.”

He went sick on 25 June, 1918 with scabies (a skin irritation caused by Itch Mite whose eggs are laid under the skin’s outer layer) and re-joined his unit on 2 July.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines.
He entered the 7th Field Ambulance on 19 February, 1919 with P.U.O. (pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) and transferred to the 2nd Casualty Clearing Station being admitted with Influenza then sent to the 14th General Hospital on 24 February, 1919.  Two days later was invalided to England entering the Prince George Hospital at Stamford Street, London with influenza (severe).  
Sapper was transferred on 3 March, 1919 to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford and on March 7 was discharged to furlough and report to the No. 2 Command Depot on 21 March, 1919.

Base Records regretfully advised his wife, care of Mrs F.C. Davey, Claremont Street, Mile End, S.A. on 10 March, 1919 that it was reported of his admittance to King George Hospital, London suffering from severe influenza.  His postal address was also given for correspondence.

He reported from Headquarters as ordered to Weymouth at the No. 2 Command Depot to await his voyage home.

On 27 March, 1919 Base Records advised his wife that he was now convalescent.

His name was listed in the Casualty List appearing in the:

After demobilisation Sapper Weger embarked for Australia on 5 April, 1919 on board H.T. Armagh.  

Base Records advised his wife on 5 May, 1919 he was returning home.  
His name was among those soldiers returning listed in the:


The transport docked in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 16 May, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 8 June, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
The 4th Military District forwarded to Base Records on 19 June, 1919 documents containing medical board proceedings and other documents of his service of 1 year and 344 days of which 1 year and 177 days were served abroad.

His Will was returned to the 4th Military District on 27 October, 1919.

Their residence was 85 Stanley Street, Kilkenny, S.A. with his occupation as a blacksmith where they remained.
In 1920 the following was announced:

The British War Medal (22117) and the Victory Medal (214860 were issued to Sapper 7970 Roy Otto Weger, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.
The death of their youngest son was announced in the:

The South Australian branch of the Repatriation Department requested a copy of his service records from Base Records on 17 July, 1963.
Roy Otto Weger, late of Woodville Park, passed away on 9 March, 1967 aged 78 years with cremation taking place at Centennial Park Cemetery, Pasadena, S.A.  His ashes were placed in Plot South of the cemetery in the East Individual Rose Bed SG4 at position 58.

Mrs Mona Weger died on 5 May, 1974 at 76 years of age and her ashes were placed in the same position.  A small plaque of remembrance marks the place.
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Barrier Miner (Broken Hill) Saturday December 1, 1917:


MARRIAGE


WEGER—MERRITT—On the 11th August, at the Methodist Parsonage, Beach-road, Adelaide, by the Rev. W.H. Hanton, Sapper Roy (A.I.F.) abroad), eldest son of the late A. Weger, Kilkenny, to Mona, eldest daughter of Mrs F.C. Davey, Adelaide, and granddaughter of Mr and Mrs J. Merritt, Broken Hill.





Observer (Adelaide) Saturday April 5, 1919:


CASUALTY LIST No. 462 – SOUTH AUSTRALIA


ILL


7970—Sap. R.O. WEGER, Mile-End.							


Article abridged





Observer Saturday May 17, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – ON THE ARMAGH


The following troops on board the transport Armagh are due on May 16:


7970—Sap. R.O. WEGER, 2nd Tun. Coy.						Article abridged





Register (Adelaide) Saturday 17 May, 1919:


ARMAGH’S SOLDIERS DISEMBARKED


The South Australian soldiers from the Armagh were landed at the Outer Harbour on Friday afternoon.  The same officers controlled the disembarkation as with the Wandilla and Lieut. Colley was in charge of the military guard throughout the day.  Major J.K. Paul D.S.O. and the Mayor of Port Adelaide (Mr R.H. Smith) were again present to welcome the troops, and refreshment were provided by the Y.M.C.A. Army Department who also sent smokes, fruit, milk, papers and other comforts for the soldiers going to the eastern States by both transports.  The Armagh brought 224 South Australian soldiers, the most that have returned to the State by any one ship.


The men appeared to be in excellent health and stated that the voyage had been enjoyable.





Chronicle (Adelaide) Saturday August 14, 1920:


BIRTHS


WEGER, (nee Mona Merritt)—On the 18th July, at Stanley-street, Kilkenny, to Mr and Mrs Roy O. Weger—a son. (Frederick Albert).





Advertiser (Adelaide) Wednesday June 14, 1944:


DEATHS


WEGER. —On June 12 at the Children’s Hospital, Robert Carl, dearly beloved youngest son of Roy and Mona Weger, and brother of Fred (New Guinea), aged 12 years.


FUNERAL NOTICES


WEGER. —The friends of Mr and Mrs Roy Weger are respectfully informed that the remains of their late youngest son (Robert) will be removed from their home, 85 Stanley Street, Kilkenny, on Wednesday at 2 p.m. for burial at the West Terrace Cemetery.
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Their plaque in Centennial Park Cemetery, South Australia
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