CORPORAL WALTER EDWARD WATSON
3701 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Walter Edward Watson was born in Armidale, New South Wales on 9 June, 1888 the son of Edward and Elizabeth Watson and baptised on 30 December, 1888 in Saints Mary and Joseph Church, Armidale.  The family moved to Newcastle, NSW where he completed a five-year apprenticeship with J. Johns of Newcastle and afterwards moved to Sydney.
He was reported in the NSW Police Gazette as missing with the following reported:
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Was mentioned in a later Police Gazette in 1905 he had been located.
He married in Sydney in 1910 to Alice Hyde.

At the recruiting depot in Sydney, NSW on 4 February, 1916 the twenty-six-year-old married engineer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination conditional he passed a dental examination too.  Attestation forms were completed and describe him as 172cms (5ft 7¾ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 82-89cms (32-35ins) and a dark complexion with poor vision in his blue eyes and dark brown hair.  Church of England was his faith.  Distinctive marks were slight hammer toes both feet and small scars on his neck.  He had some military training of 18 months with A.A.A.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Alice Watson of Hurst Street, Arncliffe, Sydney and allotted two-fifths of his pay in support of her.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken on 7 February, 1916 at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW.
Basic training commenced there from 7-12 February moving to the 1st Reinforcements Mining Corps the next day.  On 16 March was to be Acting 2nd Corporal until March 31 then promoted to Acting Corporal on April 1st with the No. 4 Tunnelling Company who moved to Rosebery Park, Sydney about 10 May.
In Queensland the recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  He was confirmed to be Corporal from 16 May, 1916 with the regimental number 3701.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park Sydney which was reported in the:
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The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  
The Non-Commissioned Officers were photographed before embarkation and published in the:

The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.
Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  
The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot a day later.  On 12 October Corporal marched out to the 1st Anzac Reinforcement camp and four days later went to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  
Corporal was then attached on October 28 to the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company for further training.

On Christmas Day, 1916 was attached to the 1st Aust Tunnelling Company who were situated at Poperinghe, Belgium with bright sunny days and hard frost conditions and were working on galleries beneath Hill 60 and Hill 69 – the Caterpillar.
He went sick on 9 February, 1917 being admitted to the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with bronchitis.  On February 19 was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.26 to the 32nd Stationary Hospital at Wimereux with bronchitis which became severe requiring him to be invalided to England from Boulogne on 26 February on the hospital ship Cambria.  Entered County of Middlesex War Hospital, Napsbury the following day where his condition was now stated to be slight.
On 23 March, 1917 was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital until discharged to furlough on 2 April marching into the Drafting depot at the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs.  Corporal left Nos 4 & 5 camps on 9 May, 1917 to proceed to France from Folkstone arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles the next day.  
The A.I.F. Headquarters, 1st Anzac Corps wrote on 21 May, 1917 to Headquarters A.I.F. Depots in the United Kingdom informing of approval from the G.O.C, A.I.F. for this N.C.O. soldier to return to Australia, he having been reported on as being useless for any unit.  He was now at No. 1 Command Depot, Perham Downs and asked if they would please arrange for him to report to the A.A.G., A.I.F. Administrative Headquarters 130 Horseferry Road, London S.W. by whom his transport to Australia will be arranged.  A copy of their memo was being sent to the A.A.G. London.
On 30 June, 1917 was returned to Headquarters England for discharge where he left on 12 July for the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.
Corporal Watson embarked for discharge in Australia on 21 July, 1917 on board the hospital ship Euripides.  Base Records would have advised his wife he was returning home.  The transport docked on 18 September, 1917 in Melbourne (3rd Military District) and New South Wales and Queensland soldiers came by special train to Sydney (2nd Military District).  News of their impending arrival was published in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 3 October, 1917 as services were no longer required.
The British War Medal (46500) and the Victory Medal (45426) were issued for serving his country to Corporal 3701 Walter Edward Watson, 1st Tunnelling Company.
The ex-soldier wrote to Base Records on 4 July, 1921 from Hirst Street, Arncliffe, Sydney asking if they could possibly tell him why he was returned to Australia and discharged services no longer required.  He had tried several times at Victoria Barracks but can never get any satisfaction.  He could not understand why he should get the treatment he had to put up with as he never had anything against him and worked himself up to be Sergeant and was discharged as such in a very unfair position.  He had never received any assistance whatever from the department.  He had not received any assistance whatever and owing to his work taking him away so much from Sydney he had not perhaps been able to attend to this matter earlier.  He trusted that they would kindly do what they could to give him justice.  He added he wished to state he had never been up before his Commanding Officer for any breach of discipline whatever.  (Signed late Sgt W.E. Watson.)  There is no copy of their reply but this letter was received by them on 7 July, 1921.
The following was published in the:

In 1932 and 1933 he is listed residing at Merle Court, Nelson Bay Road, Waverley with the occupation of engineer.

He wrote to Base Records on 7 October, 1932 from No. 9 Flat Merle Court, Bronte stating he had the misfortune to lose his Discharge.  He went away with the 4th Tunnelling Company as a corporal and returned about November, 1917 as a Sergeant.  He thought his regimental number was 3701.  In going to France, he thought after his section was sent to the Anzac Entrenching Battalion and then to the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company after which he joined up with the 1st Aust Tunnelling Company at Hill 60.  Then he was taken ill and sent to the 1st Canadian Clearing Station then to Wimereux near Boulogne and then to Middlesex Hospital:  “I was sent back to France and after spending some weeks in Etaples and Le Havre I was recalled to England and sent to Weymouth and home for what reason I do not know.  I was never at any time during my service in the Army put on the carpet for any breach of regulations or discipline up to date.  I have not received any medals and I have never drawn the remainder of my deferred pay or my war bond.  I would be very much obliged if you would kindly forward a copy of my Discharge and have this matter looked into by the proper authorities.”
Base Records replied to him on 14 November, 1932 advising that a Statement of Service now takes the place of your lost Discharge Certificate and would be issued on completion of furnishing a Statutory Declaration in terms of the Circular enclosed.  Very careful consideration was given each individual case before the reason for the termination of a member’s services in the Aust Imperial Forces was entered on his Certificate of Discharge and under these circumstances no alteration can now be made.  The British War Medals to which you are entitled have this day been forwarded under separate registered cover.  A.I.F. matters and War Gratuity are not dealt with by this office, but in your case are controlled by the District Finance Officer, Victoria Barracks, Paddington, NSW with whom it is suggested you communicate.  

He receipted delivery for his war medals on 15 November, 1932 and the form received at Records on November 21.  He also wrote the following letter:

“Please find receipt for medals which I thank-you and also declaration re loss of my Discharge.  I cannot understand why my medals were branded Corporal instead of Sergeant as I earned my promotion by hard work and I was entered in my paybook as such all the time.  I was in the line attached to the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company at St Eloi and with my own unit at Hill 60.  I carried out my duties as a sergeant and at no time was I reduced in rank back to a corporal and I was discharged in Sydney as a sergeant and I was never at anytime charged with any breach of discipline.  
I am evidently the victim of somebody’s mistake which has caused one some considerable worry and injustice again.  Thanking you for your courtesy and promptness in dealing with my request.”  
He had never received his returned soldier’s badge and would be grateful if they could send him one.  

He declared at Paddington on 17 November, 1932 that he had lost the certificate of discharge.  He believed it was accidentally burnt with some old papers during shifting operations about 4 years ago.

A notation on his letter by authorities about the servicemen’s badge stated “no trace of an issue having been made previously. 23/11/32.”  Base Records prepared his Statement of Service along with the Serviceman’s Badge were forwarded to him on 23 November, 1932.  Base Records received a request for copies of his service documents from the Sydney branch of the Repatriation Department which were sent out on 1 June, 1936.

Walter Edward Watson, late of Paddington, passed on 19 July, 1938 aged 50 years.  Announcement was placed in the:



The Public Trust Office, Castlereagh Street, Sydney wrote to Base Records on 30 September, 1938 advising they were administering the Estate of the late member 3701 Sergeant of the Third Transport Coy, A.I.F. and would be appreciated if they could indicate whether they held a military Will executed by the deceased.  Base Records replied on 26 October, 1938 that no record was held of late Corporal W.E. Watson, 3rd Tunnelling Company having executed a Will whilst serving in the Australian Imperial Forces.  

Business in connection with his Estate was advertised in the:
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New South Wales Police Gazette and Weekly Record of Crime Wednesday August 2, 1905:


MISSING FRIENDS


INQUIRIES REQUESTED FOR THE PRESENT WHEREABOUT OF Walter Edward Watson, who left his home, Victoria-street, Arncliffe, on the 25th May last, and has not since been heard of.  He is 17 years of age, 5ft 7 or 8 inches high, dark hair and complexion; when last seen was dressed in blue serge suit, and hard black hat.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.


Contd.





Continues:


Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						Article abridged





Corporal W. Watson identified as circled





Town and Country Journal (Sydney) Wednesday May 24, 1916:





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday September 19, 1917: [Euripides]


INVALID SOLDIERS RETURNING TO-DAY


A contingent of invalid soldiers will arrive this morning, and friends and relations who have received tickets marked “B” from the Staff Officer for Invalids will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 10 a.m. to meet the New South Wales men.


Men will arrive at intervals from 10 a.m. till 1.50 p.m., relations and friends must be prepared to wait, possibly till 2 p.m.  The Red Cross Society will provide a cup of tea etc for each soldier as he arrives, but the relations, who will number over 1000 are advised to bring sandwiches with them.  Arrangements will be made for a stall within the grounds, where a cup of tea can be purchased.  The names of cot cases will b e posted at the buffet as soon as the train arrives, and relatives will be able to go out to the hospital to meet them.	    Article abridged





New South Wales Police Gazette and Weekly Record of Crime Wednesday April 23, 1924:


Newtown—A warrant has been issued by the Children’s Court Bench for the arrest of WALTER EDWARD WATSON, charged with disobeying a magisterial order for the support of his child (£17 and 8s costs due).  He is about 35 years of age, 5feet 7 or 8 inches high, medium build, fair complexion and hair, mouth slightly sunken, dressed in a grey tween suit, and grey felt hat; an engineer.





Labor Daily (Sydney) Wednesday July 20, 1938:


FUNERALS


Watson—The Relatives and Friends of the late WALTER EDWARD WATSON are invited to attend his funeral, to leave our Funeral Home, 24 Enmore Road, Newtown, this MORNING at 8.30 o’clock for the Church of England Cemetery, Botany.


LABOR MOTOR FUNERALS LIMITED





A section of the Eastern Suburbs Memorial Park


Photo sourced from their website





Interment took place in the Anglican portion FM DD of Botany Cemetery (now Eastern Suburbs Memorial Park) in position no. 312.





Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales (Sydney) Friday November 11, 1938:


PROBATE JUSISDICTION


NOTICE is hereby given that the Public Trustee has this day filed in the Registry of this Honourable Court his elections to administer the estates of the following deceased persons:


Walter Edward Watson, late of 5 Elizabeth-street, Paddington, in the State of New South Wales, engineer, who died 19th July, 1938, intestate.








