SAPPER WILLIAM JOHN WARNE
8047 – 2nd Tunnelling Company / Aust Employment Company

Born in 1867 at Searsdale, Victoria and registered at New Town, Victoria, William John Warne was the son of William (died 1915) and Ruth (nee Wilson died 1907) Warne.  He went to Tasmania where he married on 19 March, 1897 at Portland to Ida Louisa Latham.  In 1914 they were at Weldborough with his occupation as a miner. 
At the recruiting depot in Hobart (6th Military District) on 20 June, 1917 the married forty-four-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination as fit but lowered his age by about five years.  Attestation forms describe him as 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall, weighing 63kgs (139lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-89cms (33-35ins) and had a fair complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and fair hair.  Distinctive mark was a mole on inside of left thigh.  Religious faith was Methodist.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Ida Louisa Warne care of Monotone Printing Office, Hobart, Tas and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and one dependent child.  The Oath of Allegiance was taken and signed the same day.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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Basic training commenced at Claremont camp from June 22, 1917 until transferred to the Tunnellers Training camp at Seymour, Victoria (3rd Military District) on 6 August, 1917 for further instruction.  On 26 August went sick to No. 5 Australian General Hospital with bronchitis until 4 September moving to the 14th Aust Auxiliary Hospital to convalesce then on to MacLeod Rest Camp.  Returned to duty on September 11 at Bendigo camp training until 2 November, 1917 with the May, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  Returned to Seymour for preparation before departure until 20 November.  An overnight stay at Broadmeadows camp, near Melbourne had them ready for embarkation.  Military authorities noted his Will was lodged with them. His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 8047.
The troopship HMAT A71 Nestor departed Port Melbourne, Vic on November 21, 1917 with 168 Reinforcements on board.  The voyage of twenty-five days duration terminated at the Suez on December 15, 1917 and the men disembarked going to the Australian Infantry Camp, Suez the same day.  They entrained for Alexandria on January 4, 1918 and marched into the Australian 
Camp, Gabbary, in Alexandria on January 5.

The transport SS Indarra followed, leaving Port Melbourne at noon on November 26, 1917 carrying 130 members of the June Reinforcements and docked at the Suez on December 27, 1917 at 7 a.m.  They boarded on January 8, 1918 the Transport E620 Abbasiah, disembarking at Taranto, Italy on 12 January.  It was an unusual journey for the troops to undertake the weeklong train travel from Taranto to Cherbourg, France, and to then cross the English Channel to Southampton, England disembarking on January 24, 1918. A further entrainment completed their journey to Tidworth and they marched into No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Southampton on 2 March, 1918 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the following day.   Left the Aust Corps Depot in Caestre on March 13 and attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company two days later.  News of their arrival was recorded in the Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company:


“15/3/18
 



20 further reinforcements marched in from Aust Corps Depot.” 
The Unit Diary also imparts:

“13/4/18

The system of organisation of the Corps line changed and the line was divided into sectors, each under the control of a responsible officer, who was to have certain labour at his disposal.
Major E.N. MULLIGAN D.S.O. O.C. 2nd Australian Tunnelling Coy was given control of BAISIEUX – ANCRE Line with the following labour:  2nd Australian Tunnelling Coy and 53rd Labour Group less one Company (leaving four companies).  The Baisieux – Ancre Line runs roughly parallel to the Ancre from Bonnay to Ribemont, then towards Baisieux. 
Work started on Baisieux - Ancre Line near Bonnay.”
A few days later on 16 April, 1918 Sapper was wounded in action suffering gunshot wounds left leg and face and taken to the 53rd Field Ambulance progressing to the Casualty Clearing station.  After two days was admitted to the 5th General Hospital at Rouen until invalided to England on the hospital ship Western Australia on April 21.   Was admitted to the Norfolk War Hospital, Thorpe, Norwich the next day for treatment of injuries of gunshot wound face and leg (flesh wounds.)
His wife was advised by Base Records on May 1 that her husband now had been transferred hospital in England with the news shared in the:  
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His name was among those in the Casualty Lits published in the:


With wounds healed on 13 May was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield and two days later discharged to furlough and return to the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott on 29 May, 1918.   Medical notes on June 18 stated “leg feels strong, no disability.”  He had upper and lower dentures fitted on 20 June.  Reported from Headquarters as ordered remaining until 21 June and marched out to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill and proceeded overseas from Southampton to France on 11 July.  

Arrived at the Aust General Base Depot the next day marching out to the Aust Employment Company and taken on strength from the 2nd Tunnelling Company on July 18 and reclassed as Private.

Went sick to hospital on 27 August, 1918 at the 13th Field Ambulance then to the 37th Casualty Clearing Station on 31 August entering the 9th U.S.A. Stationary Hospital in Rouen with P.U.O. (pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin).  
Was invalided to England on 1 September on the hospital ship Panama and admitted to the Military Hospital at Frensham Hill with trench fever.  
Was discharged to furlough on 17 September and report to the No. 4 Command Depot.  
Medical notes: general pains, bronchitis, no skin ?  Recovering. 

Base Records advised his wife on September 16 that he had returned to hospital in England.  

At the Classification Room at Hurdcott on 27 September he appeared before the medical board and his Statement of Case reads:


Age:

51 years.  (Note: paybook age on enlistment 44 8/12 years)



Disability:
(1) Trench Fever (2) Gunshot wound left leg


Date of disability:
25/8/18 (sgd. in agreeance to these details)


Place of disability:
France


Essential facts:
He was in good till he contracted trench fever on 25/8/18.  Since then has





‘gone down hill.’  He has not picked up and generally weak.  He has not





been in the Depot more than a week but looks as if he will not stand the 





winter.


Causation:

Strain & exposure attributed to active service or climate


Present condition:
His age in 51 years and is too old and stiff to carry on active service


Recommendation:
C3 debility


Board finding:

attributed to strain, exposure on active service c3 debility


Labour market:
20%


Further review:
1/11/18 permanently unfit for general and home service

Marched in from Aust Headquarters as ordered remaining until 25 October and reported to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.  He was there when Peace was declared. 
Sapper Warne embarked for Australia as an invalid from Plymouth, England on 20 November, 1918 on H.T. Suevic.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock.  Base Records advised his wife on 16 December that he was on his way home.
His name was in the list of returning soldiers published in the:

Medical notes during the voyage stated: Stationary, disability 20%, Urine, L.G. 1045, Reaction acid,

Albumin -, sugar -.

The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 5 January, 1919.  The soldiers for Tasmania were due to return to Hobart two days later with news of plans for their impending parade to the Town Hall announced in the:


The steamer Rotomahana brought the returned men to Burnie then left by train for Hobart with news of their arrival reported in the:


Private was observed at No. 9 Aust General Hospital, Hobart on 10 January, 1919 where his condition was noted as good and was recommended to see the Medical Board.
On 17 January, 1919 Private Warne appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board in Hobart at Anglesea Barracks and his Statement of proceedings reads:



Disability:
debility and G.S.W. left leg near head of Fibula.  Complains of numbness




in leg.


Place of disability:
France


Date of disability:
25/8/18


Essential facts:
He was in good health till he contracted Trench Fever on 25/8/18.  Since





then he has gone down hill.  He has not picked up and is generally weak.





He has not been in the Depot more than a week but looks as if he will not




stand the Winter

Condition & progress:17/1/1919  Is debilitated.  Had G.S.W. left leg near head of Fibula, 
complains of numbness in leg.  His age is 51 years and he is too old and stiff to carry on active service.  Stationary disability 20%


Caused by:

Action – Yes; Field Service – Yes; Duty – Yes


Recommendation:
permanently unfit for general service 


Finalization board:
Due to military service


Improvement:

in 6 months


Labour market:
One Half


Discharge:

Yes


Dentally fit:

9/1/19


Approved:

Hobart 18/1/19

Anglesea Barracks, Hobart sent on 28 January, 1919 medical board proceedings and advised of his return and discharge dates to Base Records.

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 1 February, 1919 as medically unfit.

His Will was returned to the 6th Military District on 23 April, 1920.

For serving his country Sapper / Private 8047 William John Warme, 2nd Tunnelling Company / Aust Employment Company was issued with the British War Medal (8239) and the Victory Medal (7914.)
William John Warne passed away on 2 February, 1922 aged 55 years in the Repatriation Hospital, Hobart.  
Announcement and arrangements were published in the:

Burial took place in the Wesley portion of Cornelian Bay Cemetery within section A in grave no. 251.
He has a Commonwealth War Grave.  


His name is commemorated at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, ACT on panel 27.

On the Hobart Roll of Honour Board his name also appears.


LEST WE FORGET

© Donna Baldey 2024

www.tunnellers.net
Footnote:  Headstone should read 1922 as year of death.
Examiner (Hobart) Tuesday June 26, 1917:


RECRUITING – TASMANIAN ENLISTMENTS


The following men have entered Claremont camp—W.J. Warne 				Article abridged





Sapper William John Warne


Photo sourced from Virtual Anzacs website





Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday May 8, 1918:


TASMANIAN CASUALTIES – PERSONAL NOTES


Mrs Warne, 161 Harrington-street, Hobart, has been advised that her husband, Sapper W.J. Warne, 2nd Tunnelling Company, has been admitted to the Norfolk War Hospital, Norwich, suffering from gunshot wounds in face and leg.





North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Tuesday May 21. 1918:


WOUNDED


Spr. W.J. Warne, Hobart									Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Thursday December 26, 1918:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – TASMANIANS EN ROUTE


The following have been listed for return to Australia and are actually en route from abroad.  No further information can be supplied excepting the approximate time of arrival which will be published in the press shortly before disembarkation:


“LIST Z”


Pte. W.J. Warne, Tnnlrs Rfts, Hobart							Article abridged





World (Hobart) Tuesday January 7, 1919:


HOME TO-NIGHT – MORE SOLDIERS ARRIVING – WELCOME ARRANGEMENTS


Three separate batches of men will participate in the welcome home this evening.  After being greeted at Glenorchy and New Town, where the people have always been so enthusiastic, the procession will be met at Queen-street by the massed bands and at Brisbane-street by a contingent of returned soldiers anxious to welcome their old comrades and headed by the Highland Piper’s Band, will lead the way to the Town Hall. 


  Cont’d





Continues:


The male choir has been inspiring and well appreciated feature of previous welcomes, will again perform and the public is specially requested to join heartily in the choruses.  The V.A.D.’s will again form the pretty guard of honor and “baptise” the returning warriors with rose leaves.  Only two relatives can be taken in each car to Glenorchy and owners are requested to meet at Dunn-street at 4.15 p.m. where the transport officer Mr T.S. Nettlefold, will arrange details.


Allotment of Cars


46. R. Nettlefold   Pte. W.J. Warne							Article abridged





Advocate (Burnie) Friday January 10, 1919:


HOME AGAIN – 43 SOLDIERS ARRIVE – GREETING AT BURNIE


Eight Anzacs on special leave, 35 returned soldiers, 2 nursing sisters and 3 munition workers arrived at Burnie by the Rotomahana yesterday morning.  They were met and greeted by members of the Reception Committee, who included Mr R. Hilder (chairman), Lieut. Renshaw and Mr F.A. Winter (secretary).  After a few words of welcome the men who were leaving for their homes by the first trains were marched to the railway station, where they were entertained at breakfast.  The men who were remaining in Burnie were breakfasted at hotels.  Following are the names of those who returned:


HOBART


Spr. W.J. Warne, Employ. Co.								Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) Saturday February 4, 1922:


DEATHS


WARNE—On February 2, at Hobart, William John, loving brother of Thomas (Derby and A.F. Warne (Hobart, late of Weldborough.





FUNERALS


WARNE—Funeral of the late William John Warne (late Sapper, Employment Company A.I.F., of Pillinger-street, will move from the Repatriation Hospital, Barracks on Saturday Morning (This Day) at 9.30 for Cornelian Bay Cemetery.


CLARKE BROS


Funeral Undertakers


R.S.S.I.L.A.


Returned Soldiers are respectfully invited to attend the funeral of their late comrade, Sapper William John Warne, late Employment Company, A.I.F., leaving Repatriation Hospital Barracks, at 9.30 This Day.


									D. McRAE


								State Secretary, R.S.S.I.L.A.





Commonwealth War Grave in Cornelian Bay Cemetery, Tas


Photo sourced from Gravesites of Tasmania website





Roll of Honour Board, Hobart Town Hall, Tas


Photo sourced from Monument Australia submitted by Evan Evans








