SAPPER CHARLES MARTIN WALSH
4113 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Charles Martin Walsh stated he was born in Hobart, Tasmania in 1892 and was the son of Matthew (died 1917) and Hannah (nee Tomlin died 1909) Walsh.  The family went to live in Adelaide, South Australia and in 1915 he was working in Renmark, South Australia.

At the recruiting depot in Renmark, South Australia early in September, 1915 the single labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.

Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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The volunteers left for Adelaide (4th Military District) where on 13 September, 1915 passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 163cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing (142lbs) with a chest expansion of 90-95cms (35½-37½ins) and a medium complexion and dark hair and his brown eyes tested to good sight in the right eye and fair vision in the left one.  Distinctive marks were four vaccination scars on his left arm.  Tattoos on both forearms, right upper arm and both hands.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was initially his Aunt Mrs J. Burke of Murray Street, Hobart, Tas and later changed to his sister Mrs Olive Wilson of 2 Churchill Street, Adelaide, S.A.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.
News of their arrival in camp was reported in the:


Basic training commenced with the 2nd Depot Battalion and Jubilee Oval until 30 September moving to the 1st Depot Battalion.  On 5 November was allotted to No.2 Company, Mining Corps training at the Exhibition Ground then transferred to Broadmeadows camp, near Melbourne (3rd Military District) and placed with the No. 5 Tunnelling Company on 1 March, 1916.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4113.
The No. 5 Company was recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania and made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)   

Early in May 1916 No. 4 Tunnelling Company recruits embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.  

The 7713-ton transport Warilda sailed from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Vic the No. 5 company departing on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, set forth on their voyage the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkably pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp. 

Military discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
AWL Tattoo Roll Call 1/8/16



Award:

3 days confined to barracks with pack drill   12/8/16

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot on August 30.  Sapper marched out to the 2nd Tunnelling Company on September 25 and taken on strength on 30 September.

The 4th Military District, Adelaide advised Base Records on 11 September, 1916 that on the Nominal Roll for his Unit that address of his next-of-kin was now Mrs Olive Wilson, care of Mrs C. Maloney, 3 Mellor Street, off Waymouth Street, Adelaide, S.A.  They also advised that the Staff Paymaster, London had also been advised of the change. 

He became a member of the Catholic Soldiers’ Guild and his name was listed in a letter from France and reprinted in the:


Went sick on 3 February, 1917 to the 47th Divisional Rest Station and two days later sent to the 2nd Casualty Clearing Station suffering pneumonia then entered the 8th Stationary Hospital in Wimereux on February 5.  Was invalided to England on February 11 from Boulogne on the hospital ship Western Australia suffering from Lobar Pneumonia being admitted the next day to the 1st London General Hospital.  
His sister was regretfully advised by Base Records on 26 February, 1917 that information received to the effect that Sapper Walsh had been admitted to the 1st Southern General Hospital, London on 12 February, 1917 suffering from pneumonia – severe.  His address for correspondence was also included. 

The Military Pay Office, Adelaide again advised Base Records on 8 March, 1917 that the address of his next-of-kin (recorded as his sister) was now care of Mrs C. Moloney, 84 George Street, Thebarton, S.A. (late of Churchill Street, Adelaide).

On 6 March was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital then discharged to furlough on March 12 and report to the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs on March 20.   

On 13 March, 1917 his sister was again advised by Base Records he was progressing favourably.

His name appeared in the Casualty List as seriously ill and reported in the:

Sapper proceeded from Nos 4 and 5 Details camps to France on 9 May, 1917 from Folkstone arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.  Marched out from Etaples and re-joined his unit on May 17.
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Further discipline took place:



Crime:

While on active service breaking into the kitchen for the purpose





of stealing 10/4/18



Award:

20 days Field Punishment No. 2 by C.O. 2nd Tun. Coy. 11/4/18

Sapper Walsh was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

On 26 February, 1919 was admitted to the 7th Aust Field Ambulance and transferred to the 20th Casualty Clearing Station with bronchial pneumonia.  On 1 March was on the dangerously ill list and was conveyed on Ambulance Train no. 34 then invalided to England entering the 84th General Hospital on March 17.  Was admitted on March 21 to Fulham Military Hospital, St Dunstans Road, Hammersmith with bronchial pneumonia.
The following Telegrams were sent from Base Records on 11 March, 1919 to his sister:


Base Records was advised 13 March, 1919 that these telegrams were not delivered as the addressee was not at the address.  The following day Records asked the 4th Military District for the latest address of his next-of-kin. 
Base Records placed the following advertisement for the address of his next-of-kin in the:


His name was among those listed in the 462nd Casualty List published in the:

Was convalescent on 11 April, 1919 at Fulham Hospital and discharged to the Tunnelling Company and report to Headquarters on 25 April.  Marched in as ordered on April 23 and at his own request sent to the Depot two days earlier.

After demobilisation Sapper Walsh embarked for Australia on 13 May, 1919 on board H.T. Ypiranga.  Base Records notified his next-of-kin on 16 June that he was on his way home.  While at sea entered the ship’s hospital on 23 June for treatment of soft Chancre and Inguinal Abscesses.  The troopship docked in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 2 July.  News of their arrival and non-arrival of Sapper Walsh was published in the:

Sapper Walsh disembarked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 5 July, 1919 as sick in ship’s hospital.  He returned to Keswick Barracks going before the Disembarkation Medical Board on 30 July.  His Statement of Case reads:


Feels quite well now.  Had broncho-pneumonia 6/3/17



Pneumonia 21/3/19



Soft Chancre & Inguinal abscesses 24/6/19.   (Sgd.) C.M. Walsh



Heart.  Lungs.  Urine – normal.  Scar each groin.



Confirmed 30/7/19



Discharge – fit



Dentally fit



Address after discharge:  care of Mattingler.  Hardy’s Road, Mile End.

Military Discharge was issued in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 13 September, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  For serving his country Sapper 4113 Charles Martin Walsh, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (13065) and the Victory Medal (12893).

It is possible that following concerns the ex-soldier as reported in the:


His medals were not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 3 March, 1924.  Base Records sent a memo to the Repatriation Commission for his present address but it was unknown to them.  Records then tried the District Finance Office, Adelaide who gave it as Port Lincoln, S.A. on 15 May, 1924.
He was still in Port Lincoln in 1929 and his case went before the Police Court as mentioned in the:


He had moved to Queensland by 1937 to Dalby district and appeared in the Police Court for the following as reported in the:

He wrote to Base Records on 11 February, 1941 with his address as care of Post Office, Ipswich, Qld desiring to make application for a duplicate copy of his discharge as the one he had in his possession had been destroyed.  
His letter was witnessed by a Justice of the Peace and was sent a Statement of Service on 25 February, 1941 from Base Records. 
Charles Martin Edward Walsh passed away in Adelaide, S.A. on 30 January, 1943 aged 51 years.  
Interment took place in the family plot on the Catholic Old portion of West Terrace Cemetery, within Grid B9 in site no. 54.

Other family members in the plot are:

Mary Ann Walsh – died 22 January, 1892 aged 18.  Hannah Walsh – died 12 August, 1909 aged 67.

Matthew Walsh – died 9 March, 1917 aged 86.  Teresa Walsh – died 23 June, 1934 aged 70.
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Murray Pioneer and Australian River Record (Renmark) Thursday September 23, 1915:


RENMARK RECRUITS – ENLISTMENTS DURING SEPTEMBER


The steady stream of recruits to reinforce our boys at the Dardanelles continues from Renmark.  During September the following 18 names have been added to our district Roll of Honour.


C.M. Walsh									Article abridged 





Register (Adelaide) Tuesday September 14, 1915:


INTO CAMP ON MONDAY


Following are the names of the men who enlisted at Adelaide, and were sent to the Jubilee Oval Camp on Monday:


C.M. Walsh									Article abridged





W.A. Record (Perth) Saturday November 4, 1916:


CATHOLIC SOLDIERS’ GUILD


Writing from France, Corporal J.J. Purtell says the Soldiers’ Guild has so far given excellent results, and has been the means of restoring the Faith to the careless ones, and bringing back to God those who have forgotten Him for years.


He sends the following budget of names to be added to the membership of the Guild, and begs the prayers of our devout readers for their spiritual and temporal welfare:


C.M. Walsh									Article abridged





Daily Herald (Adelaide) Friday March 9, 1917:


SOUTH AUSTRALIA – SERIOUSLY SICK


4113 Spr. C.M. WALSH, Adelaide							Article abridged
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Observer (Adelaide) Saturday March 29, 1919:


PERSONAL NOTES


Will the next-of-kin of No. 4113 C.M. Walsh, 2nd Tunnelling Company, communicate with Officer-in-Charge, Base Records, Victoria Barracks, Melbourne.  (Advt.)





Advertiser (Adelaide) Tuesday April 1, 1919:


462nd CASUALTY LIST – ILL


4113 Spr. C.M. WALSH, Thebarton, 2nd occ.						Article abridged





Observer (Adelaide) Saturday July 5, 1919:


MORE TRANSPORTS


With 171 South Australians on board, the steamer Ypiranga arrived alongside the Outer Harbour Wharf shortly after midday on Wednesday.  The men were landed shortly before 1 p.m.  Many friends and relatives were on the wharf to meet the homecomers.  The Y.M.C.A., assisted by the V.A.D., provided refreshments for the troops in No. 1 Shed.  The Military Commandant (Brig-Gen. J.M. Antill, C.B., C.M.G.) was on the wharf, and formally welcomed the men.  The Semaphore Cheer-up Society distributed souvenirs to the men, and provided refreshments for the guard. 


Men expected who did not arrive were: 4133 Sap. C.M. Walsh				Article abridged





Daily Herald (Tuesday January 29, 1924:


GAOL FOR BEGGING ALMS


“Begging alms is a serious offence” declared Mr L.H. Haslam S.M. in the Adelaide Police Court on Monday when he sentenced Charles M. Walsh a working man on holidays to one month’s imprisonment.


Walsh appealed for a time as he was due back to work but—it was a serious offence.


The man had previously been fined for drunkenness, but the second charge of begging alms he brought on himself.  He accosted Constable Cowling in Hindley-street and he asked for sixpence.  He was told to go home, so Det-Sergt Allenchurch told the Court, and was subsequently seem in a supplicatory manner to speak to six men.


Mr Haslam after hearing the evidence sent Walsh up for one month.





Police Gazette South Australia January, 1930:


PORT LINCOLN


CHARLES MARTIN EDWARD WALSH, alias NAYLON, native of Tasmania, laborer, born 1892, 5ft 6ins high, strong build, dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes, small nose, large mouth, round chin, top of right middle finger badly crushed, tattoo marks as follows—Heart and woman on left forearm, star on back of right hand, ballet girl on right bicep; Faith Hope and Charity, hands across the sea, had of a woman, and clasped hands over sailing ship on right forearm; German life belt on back of right hand. Vide Police Gazette, 1929, page 479, “Discharges.”  Tried at Port Lincoln on October 16th, 1929, as idle and disorderly; three months.





Police Gazette South Australia


CHARLES WALSH, alias CHARLES MARTIN EDWARD WALSH, alias NAYLON (37), by Sergt Litchfield and M.C’s Ramsay and Ninnes, as idle and disorderly, at Port Lincoln; three months, the warrant to be withheld to enable him to leave the town.  Tried at Port Lincoln of 16/10/29.





Dalby Herald Friday December 3, 1937:


BEGGED IN CHURCHES – CHARGES AGAINST THREE MEN – GIVEN CHANCE TO LEAVE TOWN


When prosecuting three men in the Police Court on Wednesday morning, Sergeant W.H. Fiori said that the men, who had been about the town for some days, had been drinking methylated spirits.  They had made a nuisance of themselves by begging at houses and in churches during services, and people were becoming alarmed at their actions.


The men told Messrs L. Monaghan and J.W. Winter, J’s.P. Who were on the bench, that they had work to go to, and would leave town if given a chance.  They were given a chance, and each was convicted but not otherwise punished.


The defendants were Arthur Lewis John Wells (42), labourer, and Charles Martin Walsh (46), labourer who pleaded guilty to charges that on November 30th they were deemed to be vagrants in that they had no viable lawful means of support.  Victor Rowe (26), shearer, pleaded guilty to a charge that he was found drunk in Cunningham Street, Dalby on November 30th.


In the cases against the other defendants, the prosecutor said that the defendants had been in the town about a week, and were camped under a railway bridge about a mile and a half from the town.  Their swags consisted of a few old blankets and little clothing.  Complaints had been made to the police about the defendants accosting people and begging in churches when services were on there.  Walsh was spoken to and told to leave the town.  He said he would do this, but on Tuesday morning further complaints were received that they had gone into houses and churches to beg.  One complaint was they both walked into the kitchen of a house and demanded food from the woman at the place.


Sergeant Fiori said that the defendants were arrested in Cunningham-street about lunch-time on Tuesday.  Walsh had 3/9 in his possession and this he admitted he had got by begging in the streets.  When spoke to the previous day he had 1/9 which he said he got by begging.  Both men smelt strongly of methylated spirits when arrested.


The prosecutor said that Walsh had two previous convictions at Dalby on charges of drunkenness, and Wells and convictions for stealing and false pretences.


Mr Monaghan told defendants that they would be given the opportunity of getting away from the town.  If they did not take advantage of this, and remained about the town making a nuisance of themselves, they would not be dealt with so leniently on their next appearance.





Family plot in West Terrace Cemetery, Adelaide, S.A.


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website submitted by nataliegoes








