SAPPER EDWARD VOISEY
5640 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Edward Voisey was born in Belfast, Victoria on 22 August, 1875 the son of Charles Samuel and Isabella McIntosh (nee Duncan) Voisey.  His mother died in 1879 and his father in 1902 and his brothers were trained as watchmakers and jewellers.  Military experience was gained from six years with the 3rd Battalion, an old organisation until he left the district.
From 1903 to 1905 Edward was working as a jeweller and resided at Moorabool Street, Geelong and later moved to 44 Armstrong Street, Ballarat with the occupation of watchmaker.

His jewellery store was broken into with the following reported in the:
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He moved to New South Wales after 1909 to work as a watchmaker with his brother Frederick and lived in McGrane Street, Cessnock.
The following was published in the:

At the recruiting depot at West Maitland, NSW on 6 March, 1916 the forty-one-year-old watchmaker applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  
Attestation forms describe him as 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing 65.5kgs (144lbs) with a chest measurement of 89cms (35ins) having a dark complexion with brown eyes and brown hair.  He was vaccinated and Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his brother Frederick Voisey of Wingham, NSW and later changed to his sister-in-law Alice Mary Voisey, Harrow Road, Auburn, NSW.   He was sworn in at enlistment.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:


Basic training commenced immediately at the West Maitland Depot until 5 May and moved to Area 27 A Coy, Depot Battalion, Broadmeadow, near Newcastle to 4 July, 1916.  
Further news of his enlistment was reported in the:


Allotted to the Miners’ Reinforcements was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria and trained with the October, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5640. 
The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded overseas on 28 January, 1917 from Folkstone on board the transport S.S. Onward arriving the next day at the Aust General Base Depot.  On 8 February was attached from the Reinforcements Depot to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on 19 April, 1917.
The 2nd Tunnelling Company was chosen to work in a small area of the British held sand dune beyond the Yser and about June, 1917 moved their Unit Headquarters to be stationed at Coxyde Bains on the South Coast of Belgium.

The Affair at Nieuport Bains

The dune area at Nieuport Bains on the Belgium Coast beyond the Yser was chosen by the British Army to undermine the German a strongpoint in the dune area.  

The Company was camped on the outside of town working in the Nieuport Bains sector on the extreme left of the British line.  The 1st (Imperial) Division held the line from 1st to 18th July, 1917 then was relieved by the 60th Division for the rest of the month.

The 2nd Tunnelling Company carried out the undermentioned work there:


No. 1 Section 1-10 July
Offensive Mining against enemy strongpoints


No. 2 Section


Sinking wells between Coxyde Bains and Oost Dunkerque Bains






Observatory Posts and Station Tunnel dugouts

No. 3 Section


Underground Battalion HQ, subway and quarters

Right Reserve tunnel dugouts

No. 4 Section


Tunnel dugouts at Boyau Michael

  Left Reserve tunnel dugouts 

The following is an extract from the Unit Diary of No. 2 Tunnelling Coy:

“10 July, 1917

The extreme left of the British front line was at this time about 600 yards in advance of the River Yser, and consisted of a series of posts in the Dunes, and on the beach.  The Reserve line, Battalion Head Qtrs, and the billets of this unit were on the Western side of the river, and connected to the front line system, by three pontoon bridges.  About 8 am the enemy opened up a heavy bombardment on these bridges and by 2 pm they were destroyed, the result being that all men on the Eastern side of the river were cut off.  These included 2/Lt W.M. MORTENSON and 2/Lt E.P. HARGRAVES, 47 Tunnellers and 47 attached infantry, 1 Battalion Kings Royal Rifles Corps, and 1 Battalion 1st Gloucester Regiment, with technical arms.

Throughout the day the enemy kept up an intense and destructive bombardment on NIEUPORT BAINS.

As nearly as can be estimated, at about 7 pm the enemy attacked and killed or took prisoner all on that side of the river, with the exception of a few Officers and men who swam across.”
Extract from Unit Diary No 2 Tunnelling Coy

Public Record Office, London

Ref: WO 95 / 490

Sapper P. Minogue was also captured and in his Statement on Repatriation as a Prisoner of War imparts further information before being taken prisoner:
“February 20, 1918

We Australian Tunnellers arrived in the Nieuport Sector from the Ypres Sector about June 1917.  We were making saps in the front line and building dugouts behind.  There were three shifts of us employed – about 30 men to a shift.  With others I was captured during the course of the German counter-attack on July 10.

It was about 7 o’clock in the evening when the Germans actually came over.  There was a canal behind us crossed by pontoon-bridges.  It was that part of the canal just near its entrance to the sea.  Before they came over to us the Germans had already shelled and destroyed these pontoon-bridges.  The Germans who took us prisoners came across from in front of us, though I afterwards learned that there were Germans behind us when we were taken.  We were all armed, each carrying rifle and bayonet and 60 rounds of ammunition.  There had been a heavy enemy barrage in front of us.  It lifted, and when we came out of the sap to see what was doing we found ourselves confronted by a body of German soldiers.  They immediately opened on us with hand-grenades, I was not hurt, nor do I know of any of our chaps that were hurt by these first bombs.  I opened fire on the enemy with my rifle; we had no bombs.  The Germans replied with hand-grenades.           

One bomb burst on my thigh, severely shattering it.  I was badly wounded in abdomen, my left ankle stopped a machine gun bullet, I was struck in the left arm by a revolver bullet, though the latter was not a wound of any consequence.  Anyhow my “issue” was a pretty substantial “poultice”.  They had bropped me pretty heavy and I was completely out of action.  The land was an area of sandy hillocks and I crawled into one of the hollows.  I lay there till after-dark — about three hours, when some Germans came along and I was a prisoner.”
Sapper was deemed as missing on 10 July, 1917.  On 31 July the 2nd Military District was advised of this and informed next-of-kin and on 6 August a copy of his service records was made for the Pension Department.
This news was reported in the:

The Postal Censor took details of a Postcard sent by the prisoner dated 13 July, 1917 addressed to Mrs M. Voisey, 31 Ross Street, Coburg, Victoria, Australia.  It contained the following message: camp Limburg, prisoner, I am in best of health and his regimental details.  This was passed on to Military authorities. 

Further postcard information was extracted by the Postal Censor dated 15 August, 1917 addressed to The Secretary Australian Comfort Fund, care of G.P.O. London which briefly stated he was registered at camp Limburg, prisoner, I am in good health.  This news was sent to the War Office, Alexandra House, Kingsway W.C. 2. who notified A.I.F. military authorities.
His name was among those appearing in the Casualty List published in the:


The Red Cross Bureau in London kept a card file on missing and prisoners of war and his name appeared on a list from Sergeant Hugh Rennie dated 11 September, 1917 where the prisoner was transferred to Dulmen camp.  

Another form from Germany states his birthplace was Port Fairy and home place was 2 Harrow Road, Auburn, NSW with next-of-kin as Mrs A.M. Voisey residing there.  Captured at Nieuport on 10/7/1917.

On 29 September, 1917 authorities advised the 2nd Military District that he was a prisoner of war in Germany.
He sent another postcard dated 19 November, 1917 to Miss E. Chomley, care of the British Red Cross Society, 54 Victoria Street, London S.W.1. which was again transcribed by the Postal Censor and reported to military authorities.  It said:  prisoner, camp Lechfeld.

Base Records begged to advise his brother at Wingham, NSW on 16 January, 1918 that it had been officially reported that Sapper Voisey was a prisoner of war interned at Gefangenenlager, [Prison Camp] Limburg, Germany.  His postal address care of the Australian Red Cross Commissioners in London was given for correspondence.

The Australian Kit Store, Hammersmith, London completed and inventory of his Kit on 1 March, 1918 to be returned to Alice Voisey, Harrow Road, Auburn and contained the following:

Testament, Photos, Fountain pen, Screw driver, Pincers and a small vice.

These were packaged and sent on the transport Toromeo to Base Records for distribution to her.
Base Records wrote to Mr F. Voisey dated 11 October, 1918 forwarding the personal effects of the prisoner of war soldier and check if received intact.  Frederick Voisey signed the consignment receipt on 17 October, 1918 accompanied by a letter of thanks for the kind attention to the effects of his brother.
Military authorities in Dover were advised of his repatriation from Germany arriving there on 23 December, 1918 from Calais, France.  

Base Records advised Frederick Voisey on 3 January, 1919 that it was now reported that Sapper Voisey had been repatriated from Germany to England – arrived 23/12/18.  Address for correspondence with the repatriated soldier was also given.

Fred. Voisey replied to Base Records from Wingham, NSW on 8 January, 1919 thanking them for the present address of his brother, prompt attention and considerations given.

Sapper was granted leave and the Orderly Room administration extended leave from 27 January for one day then was sent to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.   

Ex-prisoner of war was checked by the Medical Board at Verne camp, Citadel, Portland, Eng. on 30 January, 1919 and found to have no disability and was fit for general service.  The form was co-signed by the soldier.  He also completed a Demobilisation Form the same day giving his proposed address as Maldon, Victoria and previously earned £3 10 shillings per week from his employment as a watchmaker with T. Everett, Railway Street, Cessnock, NSW.  He was not a member of a Trade Union but had a promise of employment on his return.  He gave his date of birth as 22/8/1865 and required an early return to Australia on account of his age which by that date make his ten years older than he was.
On 12 February was moved to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny to await his voyage home.

Sapper Voisey embarked for Australia as an invalid from Liverpool, Eng. on 31 March, 1919 on board H.T. Khyber.  Base Records advised his brother on 29 April that he was returning home.  The ship docked in Melbourne on 12 May, 1919 and possibly quarantined to 22 May, 1919.
A synopsis of the voyage appeared in the newspaper as follows:


He appeared before the Medical Board at P.M.R. Barracks, Sturt Street, Melbourne on 22 May, 1919 and his Statement of Case reads: A [class fit] and dentally fit and signed by the soldier in agreeance.
The single soldier completed an application for assistance the same day giving his last occupation as watchmaker and was employed by T. Everett, Railway Street, Cessnock, NSW.

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 29 June, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  He was noted to return to Sydney (2nd Military District) but appears to have remained in Victoria.

For serving his country Sapper 5640 Edward Voisey, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (59116) and the Victory Medal (57543).

On 16 January, 1920 he applied for assistance for Rail or Boat Warrants and Tools of Trade from the Department of Repatriation giving his address as Ross Street, Coburg.

His medals were not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923.  A letter was sent to him care of the last known address of next-of-kin on 2 February, 1924 from the Medals Section.

His brother Fred Voisey replied on February 22, 1924 from River Street, Macksville, NSW stating that he was not sure of his brother Edward’s present address as his present calling requires him moving from place to place.  He expected to hear from him within the course of a few months.  He enclosed the telegram which he received from Victoria Barracks during his imprisonment.  He thought they would know that his medals should be forwarded to him and be eventually placed with him.  He trusted that this course would meet with their approval and receive them in due course.
Base Records replied on 7 March, 1924 and regretted that they could not comply with his request for medals of his brother be forwarded to him except on production of an order from him in writing.  If at any time he learnt of his brother’s address, would you advise him that the British War and Victory Medals would be available from their office on application.  The telegram was also returned. 

Base Records replied to an inquiry from Mr T. Budworth, Clissold Road, Wahroonga, North Sydney on 16 December, 1924 in reference to their communication of December 9 and informed him that the soldier referred to is apparently identical with ex-No. 5640 Sapper Edward Voisey, 2nd Tunnelling Company, but was not permissible to furnish applicants with information regarding their whereabouts of ex-members of the A.I.F.  His letter had been transmitted to the soldier care of next-of-kin – no later address being available.  The photograph was returned with their reply.
Base Records sent a letter to Mr Edward Voisey care of Mr F. Voisey, River Street, Macksville, NSW on 16 December, 1924 with the attached communication, dated 9/12/24 from Mr T. Budworth, relative to his whereabouts and was forwarded for his information as it is not permissible to furnish applicants with particulars regarding the addresses of ex-members of the A.I.F.

The Acting Registrar, Melbourne Branch of the Department of Repatriation wrote on 10 December, 1940 to the Registrar of Pensions at A.C.A. Building, Melbourne inquiring if Edward Voisey, Koorlong had claimed a service pension or in receipt of a war pension.  They replied that he was not in receipt of pension payments and no claim for war or service pension had been lodged in his name.  The last record was in 1920 when his address was Ross Street, Coburg.
Edward Voisey passed away about 10 June, 1948 aged 79 years in Ballarat.  Interment took place on June 11 in the Pensioner Block of Ballarat New Cemetery within section 3, row 2 in grave no. 41.

His name is inscribed on the National Prisoner of War Memorial, Wendouree Parade, Ballarat, Victoria.
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Ballarat Star Monday May 25, 1908:


A robbery under peculiarly daring circumstances occurred yesterday morning at the jewellery and watchmaker’s establishment of Mr E. Voisey, in Armstrong-street.  Mr Voisey reported to the City police that during his absence from the shop, between 9.30 and 10 a.m., the shop was raided and jewellery valued at £40 stolen therefrom.  Mr Voisey stated that he sleeps on the premises, and has his meals elsewhere.  At about 9.30 he left the shop to go for breakfast, returning at about 10 o’clock.  He found on entering the shop that during his brief absence thieves had visited the premises and carried off a quantity of valuable goods including a calendar watch, valued at £7 10s, a railway time keeper, £2 10s; a stop watch, £1; a Waltham watch, £2; three crescent brooches, four bar brooches, two nugget pins, pendants, and gold chains, three wedding rings, chains, three clocks and other articles.  Mr Voisey stated that he left the shop door closed and believes it to have been opened in his absence.





Bendigo Advertiser Monday May 25, 1908:


OUR COUNTRY SERVICE – JEWELLERY ROBBERY


Ballarat, 24th May.


The jewellery establishment of Mr Edward Voisey, in Armstrong-street, was entered by robbers yesterday morning during the temporary absence of the owner, who sleeps on the premises and left for half an hour to get his breakfast.  Jewellery to the value of £40 was stolen.  During the day Constable Illington arrested three nomadic individuals, named Arthur Simpson, Michael Burns and George Wilson, on a charge of vagrancy. 





Victorian Police Gazette 1908:


E. VOISEY, jeweller, Armstrong-road, Ballarat, reports stolen from his shop, on the 24th inst., 3 wedding rings, two rolled gold; a crescent brooch, sapphire and (pearl); a crescent brooch, ruby and pearl; a bar brooch, ruby doublet; a bar brooch, three rubies spray and pearl; a bar brooches, red stone; a nugget pin; a pendant and gold chain; a lady’s ring, ruby and pearl, a lady’s ring, ruby, sapphire, diamond missing; a silver chain, 4 rolled gold chains, 2 Bee clocks; a German clock; a Mexican solver chain; a solver keyless hunting watch, plain dial, small square in centre, showing time; a Calendar watch, oxidized silver case, bevel glass back lid; a silver stop watch, centre dial countersunk, open-face, Fusee movement; and a silver hunting Waltham watch.  Value 23 12s 6d.  Entrance was effected by means of skeleton keys. —O.3181. 26th May, 1908.





Port Fairy Gazette Thursday February 12, 1914:


PORT FAIRY HOSPITAL AND BENEVOLENT ASYLUM


ADMISSIONS


The following were confirmed:


Edward Voisey.										Article abridged





Maitland Weekly Mercury Saturday March 11, 1916:


RECRUITING – WEST MAITLAND


March 6: John David Burke and Edward Voisey, Cessnock;				Article abridged





Mount Alexander Mail Monday June 5, 1916:


ITEMS OF NEWS


Mr Edward Voisey, brother of Mr S. Voisey, of Castlemaine, has enlisted for service, and is now in the Maitland camp in New South Wales.  He was for a time resident of Castlemaine, but of late years carried on a business as a watchmaker and jeweller in Maitland.





Ballarat Courier Saturday August 4, 1917:


CASTLEMAINE CASUALTIES


Pte Edward Voisey, another local lad, is reported missing.				Article abridged





Bendigo Independent Saturday August 4, 1917:


CASTLEMAINE


Private Edward Voisey, a native of the town, and brother of Mr S. Voisey, has been reported missing since July 10.  He was in the firing line for 18 months.





Wingham Chronicle and Manning River Observer Friday August 17, 1917:


PERSONAL


In the last list of wounded appeared the following names: Edward Voisey, Wingham (missing).  Article abridged





Synopsis of the voyage


Khyber draft of 1679, consisting of 214 West Australians, 139 South Australians, 449 Victorians, 73 Tasmanians, 543 New South Welshmen, and 261 Queenslanders, left Sutton Veny, England on 30th March, 1919, arriving at Liverpool the following day.  Khyber sailed from Liverpool at 8 a.m. on 1st April, and reached Port Said at 11 a.m. on 10th April.  Left Port Said on afternoon of 11th April, passing through Suez Canal the same night.  Arrived at Colombo on the morning of 22nd April, and departed at 6 p.m. the following day.  Sighted Fremantle at 10 a.m. on 3rd May, and left for Adelaide at 4 p.m. on 4th May, arriving at the latter port at 8 a.m. on 9th May.  Departed from Adelaide at 7 p.m. on 10th May, and entered Port Phillip Heads on morning of 12th May.  Left the same morning for Sydney, arriving there on 14th May 1919.
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