SAPPER WILLIAM VODDEN
2896 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Maryborough, Victoria was stated to be the birthplace of William Vodden in 1871 and he had a sister called Agnes Vodden.  In 1915 he was a single man working as a miner in Tasmania.
At the recruiting depot at Claremont (6th Military District) on 16 March, 1916 the unmarried miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 174cms (5ft 8½ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 83-90cms (32½-35½ins) and deleted several birthdays to give his age as thirty-eight years of age.  He had a dark complexion with good vision in his brown eyes and dark brown hair.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was originally his sister Agnes Vodden but her address was unknown and gave his friend C. Oliver of Mungana, Tasmania in lieu.  He took and signed the Oath of Enlistment the following day at Claremont camp.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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After basic training was allotted to the 3rd Reinforcements to the Miners Corps in No. 3 Company on 27 March and transferred to Melbourne (3rd Military District) for departure.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2896.
Eighty members of the Reinforcements departed on transport HMAT A14 Euripides from Melbourne, Vic on April 4, 1916.  During their voyage a port of call for refuelling was Colombo, Ceylon and terminated at the Suez about May 5 where the men were transhipped at Alexandria to the City of Edinburgh.  They disembarked at Marseilles, France on May 17, 1916.   On June 1, 1916 they marched into Etaples and attached for duty on June 25, 1916 with the 3rd Tunnelling Company.  Their Unit Diary recorded the following on their arrival.

“Lieut. J. Thompson joined the 3rd Aust. Tunnelling Company at Laventie on 25/6/16 when he marched into billets with 60 O.Rs. Reinforcements.”  

On 17 July, 1916 Sapper Vodden was wounded in action suffering shrapnel wounds to his back and left ankle and was taken to the 1st Field Ambulance progressing to the 7th Casualty Clearing Station the next day.  Later was admitted to the 32nd Stationary Hospital at Wimereux until July 22 being sent to convalesce at the No. 1 Convalescent Depot in Boulogne.  
Base Records regretfully advised his friend C. Oliver on 3 August, 1916 that it was reported he had been wounded.  The following telegram was sent as follows on 11 August, 1916:



Mangana, NSW to Base Records, Melbourne.



               Your wire to me re William Vodden not known to me.

                                                         C. Oliver

On 6 August left for Base Details at the 1st Aust Divisional Base in Etaples remaining until he re-joined his unit on 29 August.
Base Records sent the following Telegrams:


EW


C. OLIVER,





MUNGANA, TAS

NOW REPORTED PRIVATE WILLIAM VODDEN ADMITTED 32ND STATIONARY HOSPITAL FRANCE 18TH

JULY SHRAPNEL WOUND BACK SEVERE WILL PROMPTLY ADVISE ANYTHING FURTHER RECEIVED





BASE RECORDS





   8/8/16


LF


C. OLIVER





MANGANA, TAS


NOW REPORTED PRIVATE WILLIAM VODDEN ADMITTED 32ND STATIONARY HOSPITAL FRANCE 18TH

JULY SHRAPNEL WOUND BACK SEVERE WILL PROMPTLY ADVISE ANYTHING FURTHER RECEIVED





BASE RECORDS





  13/8/16

His name was listed in the Casualty Lists published in the:


On 18 August, 1916 C. Oliver of Mangana, NSW wrote to Base Records enclosing their letter he received from the Defence Department.  It should have gone to Mungana instead of Mangana.  He had a brother at the front and thought it was for him and opened it but it was for another C. Oliver.  He had made inquiries but did not know of a Mungana in Tasmania but there is one in Queensland so thought it was best to sent this letter to their Department.
On 2 September, 1916 went to the 1st Aust Casualty Clearing Station with disorders of dentition (teeth) where he remained.  Sapper was taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company on 30 September, 1916.

He re-joined his unit on 8 October, 1916.  

Went sick to the 72nd Field Ambulance on 24 November, 1916 with debility and dental and admitted on November 28 suffering dental caries to the 6th Casualty Clearing Station progressing to the 4th Stationary Hospital two days later.  He re-joined his unit on 12 December, 1916.

Sapper appeared before the Medical Board who advised detachment from the 3rd Tunnelling Company as unfit for duty at the front and for “permanent base duties” and returned to the Aust General Base Depot in Etaples on 19 December.  He returned to England on 13 February, 1917 marching into the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

His Kit was inspected on arrival at Monte Video camp, Weymouth on 19 February, 1917 and found incomplete on arrival.  
Inventory was as follows:


2 collar badges, 2 Australia titles, kit bag (black), ankle boots, abdominal belt, hair, shaving &

Tooth brushes, breeches, cardigan jacket, comb, great coat, comforter camp, identity disc,


2 prs drawers, fork, knife & spoon, hat, holdall & housewife, 2 jackets, clasp, laces, putties,


Razor, 4 flannel shirts, 5 prs socks, 2 singlets, chin strap, 2 towels, braces, haversack, mess tin,


S.D. Cap and waterproof sheet.

Items withdrawn and returned to Ordnance were:


Braces, haversack, mess tin, S.D. Cap and waterproof sheet. 

He appeared before the Medical Board at Weymouth on 24 February, 1917 and his Statement of Case reads:


Disability:

Overage debility


Date of debility:
November, 1916


Place of debility:
France


Essential facts:
Evacuated from France with debility in February, 1917.  Only in 





Hospital a few days.


Causation:

Overage


Present condition:
looks anaemic and debilitated.  Pulse rapid and weak.  Feeling weak 





and depressed.  Aged 46.


Recommendation:
Change to Australia


Disability permanent:
Yes


Capacity to work:
¼ percent


Finding:

permanently unfit for general service and unfit for home service


Approved:

11/3/17

Sapper Vodden embarked as an invalid on 6 April, 1917 on board H.T. Themistocles for return to Australia from Devonport, England.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock.  Base Records advised his friend on 28 May that he was returning home.  His condition remained the same during the voyage.
His name was among those listed as returning in the:

The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 5 July, 1917 with news of their arrival reported in the:


The Tasmanian soldiers returned to Launceston on the steamer Rotomahana on July 6 with their welcome home covered in the:

He received treatment in the No. 12 Aust General Hospital and was still there on 19 July, 1917 and went before the Medical Referee Board on July 21 where their findings were permanently military incapacity and civil incapacity nil.  Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 4 August, 1917 as medically unfit with disability – overage and debility.  
For serving his country Sapper 2896 William Vodden, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (4050) and the Victory Medal (4039).
Anglesea Barracks, Hobart (6th M.D.) forwarded medical board proceedings to Base Records on 7 August, 1917 together with dates of return and discharge for their records.

His address was to be care of H.D. Brown, care of Barron Island, Bass Strait, Tasmania.  He lost his Discharge Certificate to be returned to the Base Hospital and advertised in the:  

A year after his discharge he attended a recruiting meeting at Zeehan which was partly reported in the:


William Vodden passed away in the Waratah Hospital on 27 April, 1923 aged 52 years.  Announcement was placed in the:

Examiner (Launceston) Tuesday March 21, 1916:


ENTERED CLAREMONT CAMP


The undermentioned men (25) joined the Claremont Camp on Friday— 	Privates: W. Vodden    Article abridged





North-Eastern Advertiser (Scottsdale) Tuesday August 15, 1916:


TASMANIA’S ROLL OF HONOUR


The addresses given are those of next-of-kin:


WOUNDED


Sapp. W. Vodden (Mungana)					     Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Tuesday August 22, 1916:


WOUNDED IN ACTION


Sapper W. VODDEN, Mangana, severely (previously reported wounded)			   Article abridged





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Thursday June 21, 1917:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


The following is a list of sick and wounded soldiers returning to Australia:


Sapper Wm. Vodden, 3rd Tunn. Company					Article abridged





Age (Melbourne) Friday July 6, 1917: 


MORE RETURNED SOLDIERS


Amongst returned soldiers who arrived in Melbourne yesterday were many veteran fighters the original Anzacs—men who have seen service in Egypt and fought in Gallipoli and France.  The people’s greeting to those gallant men in the streets of Melbourne yesterday was particularly hearty.  Several of these Anzacs bore scars of battle, but nevertheless were cheery and confident that Australia would play her part well to the end.  The majority of the soldiers complained about the severity of the last Continental winter, one of the coldest on record.  It is now a well-known fact that the Australians felt the rigors of the climate almost as bad as the hottest engagement.  “Get the people here to send them over all the woollen socks they can get; they are among the most treasured gifts in winter time,” one soldiers remarked.  “We had a lot of sickness and warm clothing and footwear overcomes the many risks.


The full number of men was 1360 and left the ship for their home states.  As usual, the men were driven through the city in motor cars owned by members of the Automobile Club.   			Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) Friday July 6, 1917:


BACK FROM THE WAR – LARGE NUMBER OF TASMANIANS


LAUNCESTON, July 5.


Seventy-one sick and wounded soldiers, the largest contingent which has arrived up to the present, returned to Launceston by the s.s. Rotomahana to-day.  A very large assemblage of citizens received them at the wharf, and brief expressions of welcome were made by the Mayor (Alderman Coogan) and Mr H. Weedon of the Red Cross Society.  The soldiers for the north left by the express which had been delayed for them.  The names of the men were:


Sapper William Vodden, Hobart, 3rd Tunnelling Company, sick;					Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Saturday October 20, 1917:


THE POPULAR COLUMN


LOST—Aust. Imp. Force Discharge Certificate, No. 801, reward.  Return Sapper W. Vodden, No 2896, Base Hospital.





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Tuesday August 6, 1918:


If Australia was to come up to the Old Country it would have to enlist 700,000 men.  In England one did not see men on the bread carts or milk carts, but women; and in Australia if the men wanted to go to the war the women would do the same.  The Germans said that when they came to Australia, they would save the women on the land to be the mothers of a new German race.  Would Australia allow that to be said about their people?  “Can’t I get one man,” said the speaker, “To come up and help stop such a thing as that!”


At this stage a returned soldier, W. Vodden, went up on the platform, and the sergeant then appealed for a man to accompany him, but failed to get a response.  He then appealed to those who had been married during the past three years, as he considered them single, as they had only married so that they could not be called up as single men; but he again failed to get a response.


The Chairman thanked all there who had helped to make the evening a success; also the Zeehan Band for their services on the previous night.


Votes of thanks to the chairman and the Hon. W.G. Spence, and the singing of the National Anthem, closed the evening.





Advocate (Burnie) Tuesday May 1, 1923:


WARATAH – DEATH IN HOSPITAL


In the hospital on Friday there passed away Mr William Vodden at the age of 52 years.  The deceased was not very well known in this district, and it is unknown whether he leaves any relatives in the Commonwealth.  The funeral took place yesterday.  Any friends or relatives are hereby advised of his decease.





Photo of a section of Wynyard-Waratah Pioneer Cemetery


Sourced from Find-a-Grave 


submitted by Shelo.





There is no burial record for him in the Wynyard -Waratah Pioneer Cemetery and possibly placed in a pauper’s grave.
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