SERGEANT FRANCIS HENRY VAN BRAKKEL

28 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Francis (Frank) Gustave Henry Van Brakkel was born in the third quarter of 1874 in St George’s Hanover Square, London, England the son of Gustave and Eliza (nee Lawrence) Van Brakkel.  His father was born in Courtrai, Belgium and moved to London where he was a wigmaker.  
In 1885 Gustave accompanied by his wife and three children arrived in Sydney, New South Wales on the steamer Konoowarra on 11 June, 1885 being listed as Mr and Mrs Vanprekkel and family (5).  Brief news of their arrival was published in the:
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Two years later Gustave went back to London, England with twelve-year-old son Francis returning as second-class passengers on the liner Orient arriving in Sydney on 4 October, 1886.  Their arrival was reported in the:

Frank’s final education was at St Phillips Grammar School, Church-hill with the Commercial Department and awarded a certificate of competency for the following reported in the:


He worked for the Australian Mutual Provident Society (AMP) and in 1894 was a member of the A.M.P. Society’s annual cricket match against the Mutual Life Association at the Sydney Cricket Ground in which he was bowled out for five runs and bowled out opponent C. Richards of Mutual Life at 50 runs.
His father was naturalised in 1896 while residing at Manly.  The family were involved with hairdressing. 

He and his father returned to London again in 1898 as mentioned in the:

At the Australian Mutual Provident Society’s Jubilee Picnic in 1899 the following reported in the:

A year later applied for and granted a patent on an apparatus for saving gold from auriferous material as reported in the:

In 1901 was a passenger returning from Melbourne, Victoria as mentioned in the:


His photo was among the staff of the A.M.P. Society which were published in the Australian Town and Country Journal on 21 February, 1906.
During 1908 and 1909 he was an active member of Club Rifle Shooting competitions with the following results an example and reported in the:

A few months later is reported contributing to the entertainment at the Local Government Clerk’s Association annual dinner in the:


On the death of his father Gustave in 1913 the following court proceedings were reported in the:


He was a successful competitor during a musketry course with the prize presented at the Musicians’ Club and published in the:


At Victoria Barracks, Sydney on 17 September, 1915 the single forty-one-year-old shorthand writer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 166cms (5ft 5½ins) tall with a chest measurement of 94cms (37ins) and his address was 46 Castlereagh Street, Sydney.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms were completed and describe him further weighing 65.4kgs (144lbs) with a dark complexion, good vision in his grey eyes and dark brown hair.  Methodist was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Eliza Van Brakkel of 46 Castlereagh Street, Sydney and later 15 Roslyn Gardens, Elizabeth Bay, Sydney, NSW.  He took and signed the Oath of Allegiance at the Agricultural Showgrounds camp on 5 October, 1915.
A social send-off was given to him by his instrumental friends and reported in the: 

Private Van Brakkel was assigned to ‘Special ? Reports’ from October 5 then trained with the 8th Reinforcements to the 17th Battalion until 20 January, 1916 when allotted to Headquarters of the Mining Corps at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 28.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

At Blackboy Hill he shared at tent with Penleigh Boyd and was mentioned in a letter Penleigh sent to his wife: 

‘Van Brakkel is making elephantin efforts at being funny beside me.  He has got a French idiom book that he is studying.’
The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  
On 29 April, 1916 was transferred to the 1st Reinforcements of the Corps and promoted to Acting Corporal.

The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  
Captain W.J. McBride who was assigned to No. 1 Section of the 1st Tunnelling Company was interviewed in England during 1960 and an extract of his recollections about their arrival in France are reprinted here as Acting Corporal Van Brakkel is mentioned:

“Arrived at Marseilles.  Disembarked and packed into trains in sections.  Stopped at Lyons.  
Men swarmed all over the station platform.  Colonel, who knew no French and had been a junior ganger up in the bush, was approached and harangued by Frenchman in blue uniform with two gold stars on shoulder, pointed beard.  Colonel shouted for Belgian interpreter, Van Brakkel.  He took one look at Frenchman, nearly dropped dead with shock and said to Colonel: 

“This is a retired Algerian General. And he’s ordering you to get your men out of the station before he puts you all under arrest.”

As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.
Captain McBride continues:

“Arrived at Hazebrouck, within gunshot of German front line, on French or Belgian border.  Colonel lined the band – our own – up in the square and started them playing martial music.  Infuriated Town Mayor came dashing up to know what we thought we were doing.  The Germans would probably hear the band and would start shelling Hazebrouck.”
We were Australian Engineers ranking as Royal Engineers once we got to Europe – attached to the control of R.E.’s.

Before long British Army Headquarters sent a staff car down to supersede Fewtrell.  He wouldn’t go.  So two staff cars came down and drove him away.  Last we saw of him.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.
On 20 May, 1916 was transferred to the 2nd Tunnelling Company being taken on strength and reverted to the ranks.

He went for an ophthalmic examination at the 15th Aust Field Ambulance on 13 August, 1916 then transferred and admitted to the Casualty Clearing Station for an overnight stay.

On 1 September, 1916 was promoted to rank of Second Corporal.

He was promoted to be Temporary Corporal on 1 April, 1917 due to Lance Sergeant Cooke moving to the Supply List then was to be Corporal due to Sergeant Cooke on the Supply List the same day.

On 21 December, 1917 was promoted to be Sergeant to complete new establishment.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving two years abroad.
Leave to England was granted and returned to duty on 10 March, 1918.

He went sick to the 15th Aust Field Ambulance on 16 July, 1918 suffering chronic rheumatism and moved to the 61st Casualty Clearing Station.  A day later was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.30 to the 6th General Hospital at Rouen with arthritis left arm.  On 20 July was invalided to England on the hospital ship Gloucester Castle and admitted to the 4th Southern General Hospital at Plymouth diagnosed with osteo-arthritis.  Was transferred on 10 August to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield then discharged to furlough two days later and report to the No.2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 3 September, 1918.  Marched in from Headquarters as ordered.

Sergeant Van Brakkel embarked for discharge in Australia on 20 October, 1918 on H.T. Borda due to osteo-arthritis.  He was on board when Peace was declared.  Base Records advised his mother on 21 November that he was returning home.  The transport docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 22 December, 1918 with news of their arrival published in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 21 April, 1919 as medically unfit.
The 2nd Military District, Victoria Barracks advised Base Records on 16 April, 1919 that this soldier returned to Australia on 22 December, 1918 was discharged in consequence of medical unfitness on 21 April, 1919. 

A year later in 1920 he was a witness in the District Court, Sydney as reported in the:

The British War Medal (34075) and the Victory Medal (33641) were issued to Sergeant 28 Francis Henry Van Brakkel, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.
He married during 1923 in Sydney to Alice May Gill.

In 1925 they were residing at Dowling Street, Sydney and a year later listed at 20 Winslow Street, North Sydney.  By 1930 were at 40 Jeffrey Street, North Sydney with his occupation as a clerk.  They were listed at 54 Pitt Street, North Sydney in 1932 where they remained until 1935 moving to 8 Carabella Street, Milsons Point with no occupation.
The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 15 June, 1936.

By 1937 he had retired and they were at 2 New South Head Road, Woollahra and in 1943 home was 14 Hercules Street, Chatswood.

Francis Gustave Henry Van Brakkel passed away at Chatswood on 26 August, 1948 aged 74 years.  
Announcement was placed in the:

It is possible that cremation took place at the Northern Suburbs Crematorium.
Business in connection with his Estate appeared in the:

Mrs Alice Van Brakkel, late of McMahon’s Point, died on 19 August, 1972 at 81 years of age.  Cremation took place in Northern Suburbs Crematorium.  Ashes are located at RW Wall.
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Sydney Morning Herald Friday June 12, 1885:


EXPORTS JUNE 11


The s.s. Konoowarra cleared Port Phillip Heads at 6.30 p.m. on the 9th instant, passed Wilson’s Promontory at 4 a.m. on the 10th, Gabo Island at 9 p.m. same day, Cape St George at 10.30 a.m. on the 11th, and entered Sydney Heads at 6 p.m. arriving alongside the wharf at 7 p.m.  Experience light variable winds and dull cloudy weather throughout the passage.





Sydney Morning Herald October 5, 1886:


ARRIVAL OF THE R.M.S. ORIENT


The Orient Steam Navigation Company’s R.M.S. Orient completed another voyage from London yesterday forenoon, entering the Heads at 11.15 and berthing at the company’s wharf, Circular Quay, at about noon.  The Orient has made a very successful voyage in every respect, having taken only 34 days 12½ hours steaming time to Melbourne or 59 days including all stoppages, brought a large number of passengers and landed them in excellent health and spirits, and also had under hatches a large and valuable general cargo.  The Orient left Plymouth with 70 passengers in the saloon, 140 in the second saloon and 412 in the third class and steerage, the large majority as usual being for Sydney.  Captain J.R. Ridler, who was so long and favourably known as commander of the Company’s R.M.S. Cusco, has been promoted to the command of the Orient.


The Orient left London on August 19 and Plymouth on the following day at 2.50 p.m.


After landing the mails, which were contained in 343 bags and packages, also passengers and cargo the Orient left Melbourne at 10.26 a.m. on the 2nd instant experienced a strong gale and high head sea to Gabo Island to fine clear weather prevailed till arrival.





Sydney Morning Herald Thursday December 19, 1889:


ST PHILLIPS GRAMMAR SCHOOL


The annual distribution of prizes at St Phillip’s Grammar School, Church-hill, took place yesterday afternoon in the schoolroom.  The Rev. E.D. Madgwick presided.  The room was filled with boys and their relations and friends.  During the morning a course of test examinations in shorthand, and the use of the Remington typewriter was held, at which a number of the parents were present.  


Commercial Department (passed commercial examinations and awarded certificates of competency) F. Van Brakkel


Shorthand Form 5: F. Van Brakkel							Article abridged





Evening News Wednesday March 9, 1898:


MARITIME MISCELLANY


The following have secured berths on the P. & O. Victoria, leaving to-day for London, via ports:


For London: Mr F.G. Van Brakkel, Mr G. Van Brakkel.					Article abridged





Australian Town and Country Journal (Sydney) Saturday May 27, 1899:


THE JUBILEE PICNIC


The members of the official and general staff of the Australian Mutual Provident Society held their jubilee on Saturday at Cabarita.  The steamer Bronzewing, conveying some 300 excursionists, left the Circular Quay at half-past 10 o’clock for an enjoyable run up the river.  Refreshments were provided in the large and tastefully decorated pavilion and visitors having partaken of these, the programme of sports and other amusements was commenced.


Pick-a-back Race—F. Van Brakkel and A. Digham.					Article abridged





Australian Star (Sydney) Thursday August 30, 1900:


PATENTS FOR INVENTIONS


Messrs Arthur Griffith, 169 Phillip-street, Sydney, patent agents, report that the following applications for letter patent and provisional protection have been filed at the Patents Office, Sydney, during the week ending August 29, 1900:


W.G. Collins and F. Van Brakkel, Sydney, N.S.W.: Apparatus for saving free gold from auriferous material.  


Article abridged


New South Wales Government Gazette Tuesday December 11, 1900:


PATENTS – LETTERS PATENT ISSUED


10,411.  W.G. Collins and F. Van Brakkel—Gold Saving 24th August, 1900.				





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday April 13, 1901:


SHIPPING – ARRIVALS – APRIL 12


Adelaide, s. 1711 tons, Captain C.C. Mackenzie, from Melbourne.  Passengers: Messrs F. Van Brakkel      


Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Thursday September 30, 1909:


A.M.P. RIFLE CLUB


The quarterly aggregate was won by R. Hiddam, with J. Blumer second and F. Van Brakkel third.  Prize-winners for the quarter comprised the above, and Messrs S.T. Jacobs, T.F. Ketlett, N.H. Norris, A. Golden and J.A. White.





Daily Telegraph Saturday November 27, 1909:


PERSONAL


The annual dinner of the Local Government Clerks’ Association was held at the Trocadero Café last night.  Mr C.A. Vivian, president of the association, occupied the chair.


An interesting programme of amusements was contributed by Messrs F. Gray, Van Brakkel, Arthur Noble, F. Strelein, Stuart Allan, R. Campbell and Dr Sturgess.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday April 18, 1914:


IN EQUITY (Before Mr Justice Street)


READ V. VAN BRAKKEL


This was an originating summons to determine questions arising out of the will of Gustave Van Brakkel.


Mr Wickham appeared for the plaintiffs, Thomas Read and Vera Read; Mr Bethune for the defendant, Gustave Laurence Van Brakkel, who was the object of the gifts in question; Mr Coffey for the defendants, Eliza Van Brakkel, Louisa Baylis, and Francis Gustave Henry Van Brakkel, the persons entitled to the residue.


His Honour said the application was of too important a nature to be dealt with ex-parte.  He would allow the matter to stand over in order that the Public Trustee and the executors under the will might be separately represent by counsel.     									Article abridged





Daily Telegraph (Sydney) Wednesday July 28, 1915:


MUSICIANS’ CLUB


Prizes won during the recent musketry course were presented at the Musician’s Club rooms.  Messrs Van Brakkel, S.F. Carman and G. Evans were successful competitors.  Messrs J. Duke Davidson, R. Jones, F. Buckley and J. Reddal had donated prizes for the coming shoots.  The chairman, in presenting the prizes, pointed out the unfairness of having to shoot matches with ordinary rifles, as loaned by the Government, against a club equipped with all modern devices.  A resolution of the rifle clubs be requested to duly sanction matches under actual service conditions.





Daily Telegraph (Sydney) Wednesday December 8, 1915:


MEN OF GALLIPOLI


The Professional Musicians, with whom Mr Frank van Brakkel is closely associated, gave him a social send-off, which took place at the Musicians’ Club, when Mr Frank Scott presided and where many of Mr van Brakkel’s instrumental friends assembled.  To vary the proceedings, which were agreeably interspersed with music, a presentation was made of a radium wristlet watch and pocket-book.  Many encouraging things were said of him.  In reply he declared that in going to the front he was only heartening to the dictates of his conscience and helping to fight against tyranny and oppression.  Mr John Duke and a committee carried out the arrangements.





Daily Telegraph (Sydney) Monday December 23, 1918:


BACK FROM WAR ZONE – LARGE PARTY BY STEAMER


A party of 546 soldiers, nurses and munition workers disembarked at Woolloomooloo Bay from the steamer Borda yesterday morning.  336 men were for N.S. Wales and 186 soldiers for Queensland.  Most on board were invalided home.  Large crowds of people assembled along the road and warmly cheered the men as they passed.


The trip from England was uneventful.  Over a thousand men were on board when the ship called at Adelaide and there was no illness.





Barrier Miner (Broken Hill) Wednesday April 14, 1920:


LADY ‘S HAIR TURNS GREEN – DAMAGES CLAIMED FROM SYDNEY HAIRDRESSER – PLAINTIFF’S CASE SUCCEEDS


A hair dye, which produced a result other than was expected, formed the basis of a suit for damages, which came before Judge Scholes in the District Court in Sydney, the plaintiff being Josephine Angela Kreiger, wife of Ernest Kreiger, of King-street, St Peters, and the defendant Marie van Brakkel, ladies’ hairdresser, of Castlereagh-street, Sydney.


Francis Van Brakkel, brother of the defendant, stated that he began to make the preparation for his sister in June last year.  He worked according to the recipe (produced) and made about 10 gallons at a time, two or three times a week.


By Mr Hardwick: That quantity would make thousands of bottles of the hair stain.  The drugs came from wholesale chemists, and witness weighed them out in accordance with the recipe.


Witness admitted that in June last, he had taken some stuff off the shelves at his sister’s request, because the stain was not considered satisfactory.  It was stuff made from a purchased recipe, and there had been complaints about it.  It was said to turn some hair a reddish tinge.


Defendant, recalled, said that when her brother came to her, she started with a fresh stock.  She was always making experiments.


William M. Hamlet, former Government Analyst, stated that there was nothing in it which would turn the hair green.  He had analysed two bottles of stain purchased at defendant’s place.


The judge asked witness to make an analysis of some stain in a bottle produced by plaintiff, and to report it in the course of the afternoon.


On returning to the Court in the afternoon Mr Hamlet said that he had analysed the contents of the bottle produced.  The liquid was substantially the same as that which he had previously examined.  There was nothing in it to turn the hair green.


In reply to Mr Boyce, witness stated that in order to test the preparation he had cut off some of his own hair and dyed it.  Witness handed up the hair to the judge, and added that he had also applied the stuff to a feather.  It had turned the feather brown, the same as the hair.


Judge Scholes gave a verdict for the plaintiff for £20 on the first count and a verdict for the defendant on the second count.





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday September 28, 1948:


DEATHS


VAN BRAKKEL, Francis Henry—September 25, 1948, at his residence Chatswood, beloved husband of Alice and loved brother of Louise (Mrs Baylis) and Marie.  Privately cremated.	





Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales Friday February 18, 1949:


The Public Trustee hereby gives notice that creditors and others having any claim against or to the estate of any of the undermentioned deceased persons, who died on or about the respective dates hereunder mentioned, are required to send particulars of their claims to the said Public Trustee at 19 O’Connell-street, Sydney, on or before the 23rd day of April, 1949.


Francis Gustav Henry Van Brakkel, known as and in the will called Francis Henry Van Brakkel, late of Chatswood, in the State of New South Wales, retired clerk, died on 26 September, 1948; probate of the will was granted to the Public Trustee on 2nd February, 1949.					


Article abridged








