SAPPER FREDERICK WILLIAM VALE
4797 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Ballarat, Victoria was the birthplace of Frederick William Vale in January, 1877 the son of Richard Tayler (died 1916) and Gertrude (nee Campbell) Vale.  Military experience was gained from one years and ten months with the 3rd Battalion.  He became an engine driver.
In 1901 he was a witness at an inquest with the following reported in the:
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His address was Howitt Street, Ballarat with the occupation of miner from 1903 to 1909.  
He married at Waratah, Tasmania on 22 October, 1912 to Mary Berryman and a year later were at Clarence Point, Beaconsfield, Tas.

At the recruiting depot in Beaconsfield on 25 March, 1916 the married thirty-nine-year-old engine-driver applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation papers describe him as 177cms (5ft 9½ins) tall, weighing 68kgs (150lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37ins) and had a fair complexion with blue eyes and brown hair.  Presbyterian was his faith.  Distinctive marks were scar on front of left knee, inside right leg above ankle.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Mary Vale of Clarence Point, Beaconsfield, West Tamar, Tasmania and later Howitt Street, Ballarat, Victoria and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her.  
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance at Claremont camp on 11 April, 1916.  News of their arrival was reported in the:


Basic training commenced at Claremont (6th Military District) on April 11 to 28 April with the No. 5 Tunnelling Company. The next day their section of 3 officers and 76 Other Ranks plus 8 Reinforcements were transferred to Broadmeadows Camp, near Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) to join the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.) and also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic.)   His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4797.

Early in May 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training. 

The 7713-ton transport Warilda sailed from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Vic the No. 5 company departing on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Tunnelling Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, set forth on their voyage the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  
The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at the Aust Details camp at Perham Downs.
The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 14 April, 1917 from Folkstone arriving a day later at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples.  On 21 April marched in to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  

On 1 May proceeded to join the 3rd Tunnelling Company who were mining at Hill 70 in the Cameron Alley sector and was attached from Reinforcements on May 4, 1917.

Mrs Mary Vale advised Base Records on 19 May, 1917 that her address was 243 William Street, Melbourne, Vic. 
Sapper was admitted to the 1 /3 New Midland Field Ambulance moving to the 58th Casualty Clearing Station with debility on 22 May, 1917 and transferred by Ambulance Train no.19 to the 1st Convalescent Depot in Boulogne diagnosed with D.A.H. (dilated action of heart) and debility the following day.  Marched out on 24 June to the 3rd Rest Camp as unfit and returned to the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles.
Sapper was returned to England for permanent base duties on 22 July, 1917 and marched in to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth the next day.

He appeared before the Medical Board at Weymouth on July 24 and his Statement of Case reads:



Date & origin of debility:
October, 1916, Parkhouse, England



Essential facts:

Commenced to get shortness of breath Oct. last when







training.  States he used to get shortness of breath prior







to enlistment.  Began to lose weight May last, and now







states he has lost 1 stone in weight.







Not due to active service.



Present condition:

Dyspnoea & palpitation on exertion.  Heart action rapid






but requeor.?  No murmurs.  Sounds of good tone.







Has lost weight of 1 stone since May, 1917.  41 years of age



Causation:


Not an injury



Recommendation:

Change to Australia



Board findings:

Aggravated by military service



Disability permanent:

Yes



Recommendation:

Permanently unfit for General Service – fit for Home 






Service



Approved:

Director of Medical Services, A.I.F. Headquarters 1/8/17.

Sapper Vale embarked for home service in Australia due to D.A.H. and Debility on 25 August, 1917 on board H.T. Benalla.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock.  Base Records advised his wife on 10 September he was returning home.  
His sister A.E. Goldstone of 48 Swanston Street, Geelong wrote to Base Records on 17 October, 1917 asking could they inform her of the exact date of her brother’s arrival.  Records replied on October 22 that the transport her brother was reported to be returning was due at Melbourne on Thursday next the 25th idem.  
He would then proceed to Tasmania unless he had obtained permission to stay in this State.

The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 24 October, 1917 and he was sent to No. 5 Aust General Hospital on 8 November and his medical notes read:

V.D.H. (valvular disease heart).  Mitral regurgitation.  Cardiovascular changes. 


To be at D.A.P.U. 11/11/17


On examination 21/11/17 cardio-vascular changes.  Mitral regurgitation.


Unfit for further service by the Permanent Medical Referee Board decided on 19/11/17.
Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 5 December, 1917 as medically unfit.
The 3rd Military District forwarded medical board proceedings to Base Records on 5 December, 1917 plus dates of return and discharge.

The couple were living at Howitt Street, Ballarat in 1919 with his occupation of engine-driver.

Sapper 4979 Frederick William Vale, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued for serving his country the British War Medal (45544) and the Victory Medal (44759).
The War Medal was signed for at Ballarat on 29 June, 1921.

They were still at Ballarat in 1924 and about 1928 went to live at George Town, Tasmania.

He was a civic minded citizen and supporter of local committees.

He was on the George Town Council mentioned in minutes in the:


A vice-president of the local RSL committee since its inception with news of his work appearing in the:

Mrs Mary Vale died in August, 1936 at George Town, Tas.

Frederick William Vale passed away on 12 October, 1937 in the Public Hospital, Launceston aged 60 years with arrangements published in the:


A small obituary was published in the:


Interment took place in the George Town General Cemetery within section LD.
At the next meeting of the RSL Committee members gave a tribute to their late vice-president with proceedings published in the:


Business in accordance with his Estate was advertised in the:

He has a Commonwealth War Grave.


Inscription on the DVA provided plaque reads:


His service is commemorated in the Avenue of Trees by the tree species Populus Alba (commonly called a silver poplar) in the Soldiers’ Avenue of Honour in Ballarat, Vic which was planted in his honour by Miss E. Potts.  His plaque is no. 3425. 
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Herald (Melbourne) Tuesday March 19, 1901:


“MIND THE CURVE” – A TRAMWAY CAUTION – THE CORONER INQUIRES


The danger of unwary travellers in tram dummies falling off as the cars are rounding the curves and the necessity for the gripmen’s warning “Mind the curve” is brought to mind forcibly by the death of Mrs Catherine Murphy, of Easy-street Collingwood.


William Nolan, tobacconist, of 587 Bourke-street and Frederick William Vale, engine-driver of the same address gave evidence, and stated that they heard the gripman give the warning.  “Mind the curve.”


The jury at once found that deceased died from laceration of the brain, caused by an accidental fall from a tram and that no blame was attachable to anyone.





Examiner (Launceston) Monday March 27, 1916:


THE NEW ARMY – IN THE COUNTRY


Captain D. Smellie, A.A.M.C, and Lieut. Robertson, examined 10 recruits at Beaconsfield on Saturday.  The following were passed—For active service—G.C. Wootton, F.W. Vale, G.H. Hall, A.A. Greenhatch, C.E. Clark, J.J. Powell and T.S. Jones.





Examiner (Launceston) Monday April 17, 1916:


THE NEW ARMY – ENTERED CLAREMONT CAMP


The under-mentioned men (16) joined the Claremont camp on Wednesday—Privates: F.W. Vale.	


Article abridged





Sapper Frederick W. Vale


Photo sourced from Virtual Anzacs Memorial





Examiner (Launceston) Friday September 15, 1933:


GEORGE TOWN


The monthly meeting of the George Town Council as held at Lefroy on Monday, those present were being Messrs. R.H. Saunders, (Warden) F.W. Vale, H.C. Gray, A.W. Bird, C.C. Archer, J.L. Dudley and A.W. Widowson.	


									Article abridged 





Examiner (Launceston) Tuesday April 30, 1935:


GEORGE TOWN – ANZAC DAY


Anzac Day was commemorated in a fitting manner in George Town on Thursday.


A wreath was placed on the honour roll by Mr F.W. Vale.


Trophies were given by Messrs H. Hallam (Bell Bay).  Donations were received from F.W. Vale.


Those responsible for the arrangements were Messrs and Mesdames F.W. Vale.	


Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Thursday October 14, 1937:


FUNERAL NOTICES


VALE—The sub-branch of the George Town Municipality R.S.S.I.L.A.—Members are requested to attend the funeral of their late comrade, Frederick W. Vale, leaving the residence of his son-in-law, Mr M. Currant, George Town, this day (Thursday), at 3 o’clock—G.W. MARTIN, Secretary.





Examiner (Launceston) Saturday October 16, 1937:


GEORGE TOWN – DEATH OF MR. F.W. VALE


The funeral of Mr F. Vale, who died at the Launceston Public Hospital on Tuesday afternoon, took place at the George Town Cemetery on Thursday afternoon and was largely attended, including many returned soldiers.  


The services at the home and grave side were conducted by Rev. F. Landsell, of Launceston.  The carriers were four returned soldiers, Messrs H. Davidson, G. Rider, F. White and S. Andrews.  The chief mourners were Messrs M. Currant (son-in-law), H. and J. Breward, (brothers-in-law), W. Stanton and W. Savage (nephews).  There were many floral tributes including some from George Town Progress Association, Rifle Club, R.S.S.I.L.A., Cricket Club, Parents’ Association, Major and Mrs T.H. Davies.  





The funeral arrangements were conducted by Mr C.T. Finney.  Mr Vale was a native of Ballarat, and came to live in the district about 15 years ago.  He was a prominent figure in the public life of the town for several years, being a member of the George Town Council, a strong supporter of the Parents’ Association, of which he was treasurer for many years; treasurer of the Cricket Club; vice-president of the George Town sub-branch of the R.S.S.I.L.A; and a member of the Progress Committee.  He was also a Justice of the Peace.  Mr Vale served in the Great War from the effects of which he suffered for many years.  Mrs Vale died in August last year.





Examiner (Launceston) Tuesday January 25, 1938:


THE TAMAR – GEORGE TOWN – RETURNED SOLDIERS


The annual meeting of the George Town sub-branch of the R.S. and S.I.L.A. was held at the hall, Mr G. Rider presiding.


The chairman referred to the death of Mr F.W. Vale, who had been deputy president of the branch since its inception.  Members stood in silence out of respect for their comrade.


On the motion of Mr A. Woodgate a minute was placed on the books, expressing appreciation of the sterling services rendered by the late Mr F.W. Vale.						


Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Thursday May 19, 1938 and Thursday May 26, 1938:


NOTICES


ALL persons having claims against the undermentioned estate are required to lodge the same with the Public Trustee, Hobart, on or before the 19th day of June next.


Frederick William Vale, late of George Town.


									E.D. KEMP, Public Trustee.





His Commonwealth War Grave in George Town General Cemetery, Tasmania


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave Website submitted by Julie Henderson and Lacey Milier





AIF


Sapper 4797


Frederick W. VALE


3rd Tunnelling Company


12 October, 1937








