SAPPER ARTHUR GEORGE UNDY
5638 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Arthur George Minton Undy was born on 15 October, 1887 the son of William and Mary Virginia (nee Dellacour) Undy at Prahran, Melbourne, Victoria.
In 1904 he was a witness in Court at Bendigo which was reported in the:
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In 1912 he was a labourer at Werribee.
He married on 26 July, 1913 to Ellen (Nellie) Spiker and resided at 55 Haines Street, North Melbourne and later that year were at 8 Nicholas Street, Brunswick with the occupation of labourer.  They then moved to 249 Abbotsford Street, North Melbourne and he was a miner.

At the recruiting depot in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 17 March, 1916 the twenty-eight-year-old married miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars given was his address at 129 Leicester Street, Carlton South.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation forms describe him as 166cms (5ft 5¼ins) tall, weighing 59.5kgs (131lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-97cms (33-38ins) and had a medium complexion with blue eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were three vaccination scars on his left arm and two moles in the small of his back.  Wesleyan was his religion.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Ellen Undy of 129 Lester Street, Carlton, Vic and later at Berkley Street, Carlton allotting three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken the same day.
Basic training commenced on 20 March, 1916 with “D” Coy, 23rd Depot Battalion, Royal Park then transferred to Broadmeadows camp to the 12th Reinforcements to the 24th Battalion to 31st March.  On allotment to the Miners’ Corps was sent on 20 April to their training camp at Seymour, Vic and joined the October, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies on 10 May, 1916.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5638.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on 28 January, 1917 on board S.S. Onward arriving at the Aust General Base Depot a day later.  

On 8 February, 1917 was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on 19 April, 1917.

Was admitted on 19 July, 1917 to the 2 /1 Lancashire Field Ambulance with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) the sent to the Company Rest Station and discharged to duty on 5 August, 1917 re-join his unit the following day.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Service continued without further illness until 12 March, 1918 when he was wounded in action by a gas shell attack and taken to the 149th Field Ambulance then on to the 48th Casualty Clearing Station.

The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company recorded the following for that time:

  “12/3/18


O.C. visited new camp site, and conferred with C.E. regarding action in case of enemy attacks.

Tactical situation still more critical.  Enemy artillery activity intense, shells being used extensively, mixed with a proportion of H.E.

The area around No. 3 Section Forward Billets at Trescault heavily shelled with gas resulting in 2 officers (Lieut. L.G. Wilkins and Lieut S. Halford) 74 sappers of the Coy being gassed, besides 58 attached infantry.  The bombardment lasted from 7 p.m. to 3 a.m. [number cut off] night of 12/13th and was spread over quite a large area, which retained a dangerous concentration of gas for over 24 hours.  It is estimated that the enemy fired 40,000 shells on the Corps front during the 24 hours.  The majority of these fell in and around Trescault.  The enemy also shelled various points in back areas with H.E.  These included Metz, Ytres Station and Royaucourt.  Owing to the tactical situation Labour Corps ordered not to have any men on detachment after evening of the 12th.  

13/3/18


Enemy artillery activity still intense, 20,000 gas shells fired on the Corps front, no further cases of gassing.  In expectation of an attack at daylight a very heavy fire was kept on his trenches and communications from midnight to daylight.  No infantry action developed.

Sections reorganised after the heavy casualties and work proceeded with.”
Sapper was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.11 to Le Treport entering the 3rd General Hospital remaining until March 28.
Base Records regretfully advised his wife on 26 March, 1918 that it was reported her husband was wounded – suffering the effect of gas.  His address was also included for correspondence.

On 29 March, 1918 was transferred to Boulogne and taken on the hospital ship Cambria to England being admitted to Harden House, Auxiliary Hospital affiliated with Shorncliffe Military Hospital, Deal.
His name was reported in the:


Further report from Base Records on 11 April, 1918 advised his wife that it was reported her husband was admitted on 29/3/18 to Shorncliffe Military Hospital, England suffering the effects of gas.  His address was again included.  He was transferred on 23 April, 1918 to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford then discharged to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott three days later.

Went sick on 21 June to the Brigade Hospital with Influenza until June 26 and entered the No. 4 Command Depot where he remained until 20 July and returned to the No. 3 Command Depot.  

He was there when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

On 30 November, 1918 marched out to the A.A.M.C. Training Depot at Hurdcott and on 12 December left for the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth at Fovant camp.

Mrs Ellen Undy wrote to Base Records on 11 January, 1919 advising of her change of address to 37 Baillie Street, North Melbourne.  This was noted and acknowledged by printed card.

Sapper Undy embarked for Australia on 18 January, 1919 due to Effort Syndrome (also called Soldier’s Heart.  Nervous heart or cardiac neurosis.  Patient exhibits a group of symptoms he thinks are heart disease but has a healthy heart.  Underlying disorder is anxiety.)  Base Records advised his wife on 20 February, 1919 that he was returning home.  
The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 10 March, 1919 with news of their arrival published in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 17 April, 1919 as medically unfit.
Sapper 5638 Arthur George Undy, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (59115) and the Victory Medal (57542) for serving his country.  The War Medal was collected by him at Victoria Barracks, Melbourne on 5 July, 1921 and the Victory Medal on 12 September, 1922.

In 1921 the couple were living at 162 Sackville Street, Collingwood and a labourer.  By 1925 were at Springhurst, Rutherglen.  The Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested copies of his service records from Base Records and sent on 19 April, 1925.

In 1928 they were at 36 Farmer Street, Richmond with his occupation as a repairer and in 1931 were at 36 Newry Street, Richmond and a labourer.

His wife Ellen Undy died on 19 November, 1935 with the following announced in the: 



In 1936 he was a ganger living at 5 Heath Street, Pascoe Vale and a year later moved Diapur working as a railway employee.
Arthur George Minton Undy passed away in Portland Hospital on 14 June, 1942 aged 56 years.  Arrangements were published in the:

Business in connection with his Estate was placed in the:
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Bendigo Independent Thursday October 13, 1904:


STEALING FROM A DWELLING


Two charges of stealing from the dwelling-house of William John Tippett, of Sandy Creek, on August 6, and receiving stolen goods were preferred against a young man named Joseph Williams.


Evidence was given by Mrs Tippett and Arthur Undy.


The judge classed the case as extremely trumpery, requiring the attention of a judge, two counsel, jurymen and others.  The jury, after a short retirement, brought the verdict of not guilty, and prisoner was discharged.	


Article abridged





St Arnaud Mercury Wednesday April 3, 1918:


CASUALTIES


Word has been received that Sapper A.G. Undy, of Melbourne, formerly of St Arnaud, has been wounded (gassed).





Age Tuesday March 11, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – A BIG DISEMBARKATION


Another large complement of returned Victoria soldiers arrived by the Bay steamer Courier from the quarantine station yesterday.  The Ulysses and Delta, which brought the men from England, had on board 450 men and 410 soldiers respectively.  Yesterday was the eighth day of the Ulysses in quarantine, but the Delta only reached the station on Friday last.  A number of the men on this vessel protested against the quarantining of the Delta, and the protest took formal shape.  When the objection was made known to authorities, the order was given the troops should disembark with those on the Ulysses.  The decision greatly pleased the men, who longed for home.


It took a large fleet of motor cars to convey them to the “finalisation” depot, where were 3000 of friends and relatives congregated.  The soldiers were accorded a rousing reception on passing through the streets and at the depot they were cheered by all.  It is a pleasing commentary on the work of the officials at the depot that their duties were discharged at 7 p.m., about 3 ½ hours after the arrival of the Courier.  The system at the “finalisation” depot is now so completed that it may be taken as a pattern in the proposed standardisation of similar depots throughout the Commonwealth. 





Age (Melbourne) Thursday November 21, 1935:


DEATHS


UNDY—On the 19th November, 1935, at the Royal Melbourne Hospital, Ellen, the dearly beloved wife of Arthur Undy, of 5 Heath-street Pascoe Vale, and loving mother of James, Arthur, Violet, Ruby, Walter and Ivy, aged 50 years.





Age (Melbourne) Thursday November 21, 1935:


FUNERAL NOTICES


UNDY—The Friends of Mr ARTHUR UNDY are respectfully informed that the funeral of his beloved wife, Ellen, will leave his residence, 5 Heath-street, Pascoe Vale, THIS DAY (Thursday), 21st November, at 2 o’clock for the Fawkner Cemetery.


JOSEPH ALLISON PTY LTD











Portland Guardian Monday June 22, 1942:


OBITUARY – ARTHUR GEORGE UNDY


The death occurred at the Portland Hospital on Sunday 14th inst. of Mr Arthur George Undy at the age of 56 years.  Deceased was a Sapper in the last war and was badly gassed.  He retired from the army on a small pension, later obtaining work as a ganger on the railways.  He was stationed at Horsham for a number of years, and quite recently was transferred to Lyons.  While there he contracted bronchitis and was brought to the Portland hospital for treatment, but the malady had secured too great a hold, and the patient never recovered.  His remains were conveyed by rail to Melbourne for interment with those of his wife, who predeceased him some years ago.  The casket was draped with the Union Jack and borne to the train by Messrs. Wheeler, Langley, Malseed and Topper, all old A.I.F. returned soldiers, while the local branch expressed their sympathy by sending a wreath.  To the sons and relatives, we extend our deepest sympathy in their sad bereavement.  Mr Fred Undy, of Portland, is a brother of the deceased.





A small obituary was published in the:





Age (Melbourne) Tuesday June 16, 1942:





FUNERAL NOTICES


UNDY—The Relatives and Friends of the late ARTHUR GEORGE UNDY will arrive at Fawkner Cemetery at 10 a.m. WEDNESDAY, June 17 – Inserted by his loving family.





Their unmarked grave in Fawkner Cemetery, Melbourne, Vic


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website 





Interment took place in the Church of England portion in Fawkner Cemetery within section 0 in grave no. 3492 with his wife.





Age (Melbourne) Thursday January 7, 1943:


LAW NOTICES


ARTHUR GEORGE MINTON UNDY, formerly of Diapur, but late of Lyons, in Victoria, Railway Employee, deceased—After fourteen clear days, James Cecil Undy, of 24 Cutter-street, Richmond, ? driver and Arthur William Henry (in the will called Arthur) Undy, of 17 Service-street Coburg, ? maker the executors appointed by deceased’s WILL DATED 23 January, 1937 will APPLY to the Supreme Court for GRANT of PROBATE of the said Will.








