SAPPER ROBERT WALTER ULPH
2437 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Leichhardt, Sydney, New South Wales was the birthplace of Robert Walter Ulph on 20 February, 1889 the son of Robert and Clara Novella (nee Dickinson) Ulph.  In 1913 he was residing at 3 Forbes Street, Redfern working as a linesman.
At the recruiting depot at the Sydney Town Hall on 5 January, 1916 the twenty-six-year-old single labourer of 3 Forbes Street, Redfern, applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighed 61.8kgs (136lbs) with a chest expansion of 86-94cms (34-37ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation forms were completed and describe him further as a fitter’s assistant having a florid complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and brown hair.  Methodist was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Clara Hardy of Penrose Street, Longueville.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW on 19 January, 1916.
Basic training commenced with A Company Depot Battalion until 2 February moving to C Company, 20th Battalion.  Was transferred to the Reinforcements No. 2 Company, Mining Corps on 25 March at Rosebery Park.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2437.

The Reinforcements consisting of 3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks (180 members) embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 31, 1916 on the transport HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.  The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  The Star of Victoria departed the next day for Port Said and spent the day in port May 5, 1916.  From the Suez the men were transported to Alexandria where they were transhipped to the City of Edinburgh leaving on May 5 for the crossing to France.  They arrived at Marseilles on May 17 and were entrained to Aust General Base Depot at Etaples marching in on June 1, 1916.  

On 25 June, 1916 was attached to the 3rd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on 30 September, 1916.

For the first nine days of October, 1916 mining was vigorously carried out in the Red Lamp, Tillaloy, Fauquissart and Chapigny sectors then discontinued and only listening work carried out.

He was accidentally wounded on 27 October, 1916 receiving a cut right eyelid and taken to the 2/3 London Field Ambulance and discharged to duty on 30 October.
Base Records advised his mother on 22 November, 1916 that it was reported he had been accidentally wounded.

His name was among those listed in the Casualty List published in the:

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving two years abroad on 7 February, 1918.

Leave from France was granted and taken and returned to duty on 22 February, 1918.

He appeared before the Field General Court Martial held at Braquemont on 17 October, 1918.



Charged: 25/9/18 (1) joining in a mutiny (2) disobeying a lawful command



Finding: (1) guilty (2) not guilty



Sentence: 2 years in hard labour



Confirmed: by Lt Col O.C. Du Pont, Commanding 1st Corps H.A. 18/10/18




First investigated 25/9/18 Promulgated 21/10/18




Period under charge: 25/9/18 to 21/10/18




Forfeiture: 17/10/18 to 21/10/18

On 3 November, 1918 sentence was suspended by authority of II Army.
He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Leave from France was again taken from 26 January to 8 February, 1919 and returned to duty on February 10.

The period while under charge from 25/9/18 to 21/10/18 (20 days) was remitted by order of G.O.C. A.I.F. on 20 March, 1919.

Orders were received on 27 March, 1919 to return to the Aust Infantry Base Depot and departed there on 2 April crossing to France and marching into No. 3 Group camp at Codford the following day.

After demobilisation Sapper Ulph embarked for Australia on 11 May, 1919 on board H.T. Borda.  Base Records advised his mother on 11 June that he was returning home.  
The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) and the soldiers for other states were entrained for Sydney (2nd M.D.) and their intended arrival was announced in the:  


A list of the returned soldiers from the transport was published in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 14 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

A year later he is listed as a passenger on the liner Miltiades in the:

The British War Medal (37169) and the Victory Medal (36577) were issued to wear to Sapper 2437 Robert Walter Ulph, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.
He married on 23 August, 1924 in the Presbyterian Church, Lane Cove to Ivy Frances Jacks.
The following had the marriage declared dissolved on 11 June, 1929 with announcement in the:
He re-married to Alice Blanche Martin and in 1930 were living at 377 Belmont Street, Alexandria with his occupation as a milk vendor.  In 1933 they were at 8 O’Connor Street, Haberfield and later that year were at 2 Gregory Street, Enfield working as a labourer.
They moved to Cootamundra where in 1935 the following application appeared in the:


Their address in 1936-37 was care of Mr Henry, Queen Street, Cootamundra and he was a carter.
The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which was forwarded on 30 June, 1936.

In 1943 they were living at 21 Gurner Street; East Sydney and he had no occupation.  In 1949 he was a cleaner and residing at 37 Gibb Street, Auburn where they remained.

Robert Walter Ulph passed away at Parramatta, Sydney, on 17 December, 1968 aged 79 years.  
Cremation took place at Rookwood Crematorium the following day.

Business from his Estate was advertised in the:
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Australian Town and Country Journal (Sydney) Wednesday December 6, 1916:


NEW SOUTH WALES – WOUNDED


Spr. R.W. ULPH (Longueville)								


Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Friday June 27, 1919:


TROOPS EX BORDA


Troops from the Borda will arrive by special trains tomorrow afternoon.  Relations and friends who have tickets marked Borda from the Staff Officer for Invalids will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 2 p.m.


Cars numbered on the Red Cross register from 544 to 627 and also 1 to 53, are requested to be at Chalmer-street entrance to the railway station at 2 p.m. and will make four or more trips





Farmer and Settler (Settler) Friday July 4, 1919:


ON THE BORDA


Spr. R.W. Ulph										Article abridged





Sun (Sydney) Wednesday August 18, 1920:


LEAVING TO-DAY – BOOKINGS BY MILTIADES


The Aberdeen White Star line, Miltiades will leave Sydney to-morrow for London, via ports.  In addition to a big cargo the vessel is booked to take the following passengers: Mr R.W. Ulph		


Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday June 12, 1929:


IN DIVORCE – DECREES ABSOLUTE


The decrees nisi granted in the following cases were made absolute and the marriages declared dissolved:


Robert Walter Ulph v. Ivy Frances Ulph							Article abridged





Gundagai Independent Thursday May 30, 1935:


District Surveyor advised that the application by R.W. Ulph for a special lease within T.S.R. 1463, Cootamundra, has been refused.





Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales Friday April 18, 1969:


IN the Supreme Court of New South Wales—Probate Jurisdiction—In the will of ROBERT WALTER ULPH, late of West Auburn, in the State of New South Wales, retired cleaner, deceased—Probate granted by the Supreme Court of New South Wales on 2nd April, 1969—Pursuant to the Wills, Probate and Administration act 1898-1947, John Dudley Hume, the executor of the will of the said Robert Walter Ulph, who died on the 7th December, 1968, hereby gives notice that creditors and others having any claim against or to the estate of the said deceased are required to send particulars of their claims to the said executor at c.o. Gould & Shaw, Solicitors, 92 South Parade, Auburn, on or before 13th June, 1969, at the expiration of which time the said executor will distribute the assets, having regard only to the claims of which he then has notice—Dated this 15th day of April, 1969.									


GOLD & SHAW Solicitors, 92 South Parade, Auburn.








