SAPPER ALBERT JOHN TYLER
795 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Albert Leslie John Tyler was born at Bridgwater, near Hobart, Tasmania on 25 October, 1884 the son of Charles Fullen (died 1898) and Ellen (nee Rust died 1887) Tyler.  He married in St Luke’s Church, Zeehan on 9 October, 1907 to Mary Josephine O’Toole.  They later moved to Darlinghurst, Sydney, New South Wales.

At the Board of Health recruiting depot in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 12 January, 1916 the married thirty-one-year-old miner and bushman applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination having been previously been rejected due to varicocele (varicose veins in scrotum).  Personal particulars reveal he was 164cms (5ft 4½ins) tall with a chest measurement of 102cms (40ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation forms were completed at Casula camp, near Liverpool on 24 January, 1916 and describe him further weighing 64kgs (141lbs) having a sallow complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were four vaccination scars on his right arm.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Mary Tyler of 242 Dowling Street, Darlinghurst and allotted four-fifths of his pay in support of her and their two children.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.

Basic training commenced with the Mining Corps who were in their establishment phase and training as a Corps when he arrived.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 796 and allotted to No. 2 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’
Sapper went sick on 8 June, 1916 to the No. 3 New Zealand Field Ambulance suffering bronchitis and discharged to duty on June 11 re-joining his unit the following day.
The No. 2 Company was officially re-designated the 2nd Tunnelling Company on 29 December, 1916.

Service continued until 5 March, 1917 when admitted to the 47th Divisional Rest Station with varicose veins and returned to duty the next day.

On 11 April, 1917 was transferred to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field and marched in on April 17.

Marched out on 22 June, 1917 to the 40th Battalion but returned six days later to the Entrenching Battalion and the following day sent to the 3rd Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles where he went before the medical board classified with debility for permanent base duties. 

On 17 July, 1917 was transferred to England disembarking at Southampton then marched in to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth a day later.  
At Monte Video camp was re-classified with C1 debility.  Two days later at Westham camp went before the medical board and his Statement of Case reads;
Disability:
Varicose veins and flat feet


Date & place of disability:
Pre-existing N.S.W.



Essential facts:
flat feet and varicose veins gradually increasing on both legs






Pre-existing



Present condition:
varicose veins on both legs, feet not seriously flat, complains pain






on marching



Further notes:

Had 14 months in France, unable to carry on, some very large veins





outer aspect r. foreleg



Board finding:

prior to enlistment



Disability permanent:
yes



Work capacity:
one-quarter



Finding:

permanently unfit for general service.  Fit for home service




Approved:
Director of Medical Services A.I.F. Headquarters 2/8/17

Sapper Tyler embarked for home service in Australia on 25 August, 1917 on board H.T. Benalla due to flat feet and varicose veins.  Base records would have advised his wife that he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Melbourne, Victoria (3rd M.D.) on 25 October, 1917.
His name was among those soldiers listed as returning published in the:

Sapper entered No. 5 Aust General Hospital on 7 November, 1917 and medical notes were:
Flat feet not very bad.  Varicose veins marked in left leg especially from knee to ankle.  Not so


marked in right leg.  Unfit.        Major C.A. Courtney 9/11/17

Went before the medical board on 12 November and notes on his condition were:

Varicose veins & flat feet.  Incapacity – NIL.  Recommend discharge as permanently unfit.

He was discharged from the military hospital on 14 November, 1917.

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 28 November, 1917 as medically unfit.

The 3rd Military District forwarded medical board proceedings to Base Records on 23 November, 1917 for filing.

The British War Medal (35281) and the Victory Medal (35025) were issued to wear to Sapper 796 Albert John Tyler, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

He wrote to the 3rd Military District on 6 February, 1923 from 31 Surrey Street, Darlinghurst asking kindly if they could forward him along his war service medals as he had not received them.  He stated he was discharged in Melbourne and would not get issued them in N.S.W.

Medal Section at Base Records was advised on 14 February, 1923 and forwarded these by registered post with delivery receipted by him on 2 March.

Their address in 1926 was 16 Liverpool Street, North Bondi. 
The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service record from Base Records which was sent on 29 June, 1928.
In 1930 the couple were living at 40 Gipps Street, East Sydney with his occupation as storekeeper.  In 1943 address appeared in the Electoral Rolls as 23 Ashton Street, Waverley and he was a labourer where they remained.

The following appeared in the:


Albert Leslie John Tyler, late of Bondi Junction, passed away on 18 July, 1961 aged 77 years.  
Arrangements were published in the:

Cremation took place at Eastern Suburbs Crematorium and ashes were placed in Rose Garden L1 in position no. 158.

Mrs Mary Tyler died on 3 May, 1972 and her ashes are located in the same Rose Garden L1 in position no. 21.

REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:

TUNNELLERS
    1934

A.J. TYLER
23 Ashton St., Bondi Junction
   Present 1947 Reunion
1960-68
TYLER, A.J.
23 Ashton St., Bondi Junction
   Remarks: Deceased Reveille Dec. 1961
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Sydney Morning Herald Saturday October 27, 1917:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


Following is a list of soldiers who are shortly expected to return to Sydney:


Albert John Tyler								Article abridged





Daily News (Sydney) Tuesday June 20, 1939:


STOLE FATHER’S CLOTHES – MAN SENT TO GAOL


For stealing a suit of clothes and a case from his father, Albert George Tyler, 31, was sentenced to nine months’ imprisonment at Paddington Court yesterday.


It was stated that defendant had stolen from his parents on numerous occasions.


The father, Albert John Tyler, of Ashton Street, Waverley, told the Court that he did not wish to prosecute.


When Mr Arnold S.M., ruled that the case had to proceed, as defendant had pleaded guilty, the father asked for a bond, in lieu of gaol.





Sydney Morning Herald July 19, 1961:


FUNERALS


TYLER—The Relatives and Friends of the late ALF TYLER, are kindly invited to attend his Funeral; to leave our Funeral Home 102 Oxford Street, Woollahra, Tomorrow morning at 9.30 o’clock for crematorium Eastern Suburbs.


MOTOR FUNERALS, Woollahra 








