SAPPER THOMAS RICHARD TWEEDDALE

2713 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Thomas Richard Tweeddale was born in 1864 at Kyneton, Victoria the son of William and Margaret (nee Ross) Tweeddale.  He stated he had spent five years with the Field Engineers to 1892.

He went to the goldfields of Western Australia where in 1896 he was appointed secretary to the Heidelberg No. 2 Company.  Their first general meeting was published in the:
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A regularly occurring advertisement showing he was a member of the Coolgardie Stock Exchange and a business owner was placed in: 
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A lease he had was forfeited as reported in the:
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He sent a letter to the Editor which was published in the:


He settled into life in the district and installed as an officer of the Independent Order of Oddfellows as reported in the: 


He married in Victoria in 1905 to Jane (Jean) Hanna and returned to Boulder, W.A. where from 1910 to 1913 were listed at 184 Burt Street, Boulder with the occupation of engineer.
By 1914 they were living at 16 College Street, Hawthorn with the same occupation.

At the recruiting depot in Melbourne, Vic (3rd Military District) on 18 February, 1916 the married mining and mechanical engineer deleted several birthdays to give his age as 49 years to pass the medical examination as fit for the Miners’ Unit.  Forms of Attestation describe him further as 177cms (5ft 9½ins) tall, weighing 70kgs (154lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-97cms (35-38ins) and had a fair complexion with blue eyes and fair hair.  Distinctive marks were 4 faint vaccination scars on his left arm, scar on first finger of left hand and an operation scar on left groin.  Religious faith was Presbyterian.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Jean Tweeddale of 16 College Street, Hawthorn allotting two-fifths of his pay in support of her.  The Oath of Allegiance was taken and signed the same day.
Basic training commenced the same day with the Miners’ Corps until 29 March, 1916 when allotted to 3rd Reinforcements, No.2 Company and sent to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2713.
His wife received a reply from Base Records dated 23 April, 1916 noting her permanent address as she was visiting friends in Tallarook, Vic.

Eighty members of the Reinforcements departed on transport HMAT A14 Euripides from Melbourne, Vic on April 4, 1916.  During their voyage a port of call for refuelling was Colombo, Ceylon and terminated at the Suez about May 5 where the men were transhipped at Alexandria to the City of Edinburgh.  They disembarked at Marseilles, France on May 17, 1916.   On June 1, 1916 they marched into Etaples and attached for duty with the 3rd Tunnelling Company on June 25.
He was taken on strength on 30 September, 1916.

Mrs J. Tweeddale wrote to Base Records on 21 December, 1916 to Base Records advising that her address from December 21 to 27, 1917 would be care of Post Office, Tallarook, Vic and until further notice would then be Post Office, Dromana, Vic.  This was acknowledged by printed card on December 22. 
Base Records received a letter from Mrs Tweeddale dated 24 January, 1917 that she would be returning to her permanent address at 16 College Street, Hawthorn.  This was acknowledged by printed card the following day.

Service continued without illness or incident until Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Base Records were advised by Mrs Tweeddale that her address from 24 December, 1917 until 8 January, 1918 would again be at Tallarook, Vic.  This was noted by records and acknowledged by printed card on December 31.  She again wrote to Base Records on 6 February, 1918 that she had returned to her permanent address.  Printed card was sent in acknowledgment on February 8.

He was counted as still with his unit in an audit of the company on 26 April, 1918.

When Peace was declared he was with his unit and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Leave was granted and taken 21 December, 1918 and returned to duty on 5 January, 1919.

Orders were received on 27 January, 1919 to return to the Aust Infantry Base Depot and marched out from there on 1 February crossing the English Channel from France and marched into the Overseas Training Brigade on February 4.  From there moved to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny.

After demobilisation Sapper Tweeddale embarked for discharge in Australia 2 March, 1919 on board the H.T. Derbyshire.  Base Records advised his wife on 17 March that he was returning home.  His name was listed among those soldiers returning and published in the:

The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 22 April, 1919.  News of their arrival was printed in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 6 June, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  He returned home to 16 College Street, Hawthorn where they remained.
The British War Medal (40037) and the Victory Medal (39505) were issued to Sapper 2713 Thomas Richard Tweeddale, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.  The War Medal was collected from Victoria Barracks, Melbourne on 11 June, 1921 and the Victory Medal on 22 July, 1922. 

The Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 16 September, 1926.  Their address changed about 1926 and were listed at Northernhay Street, Preston with the same occupation.

Thomas Richard Tweeddale passed away on 7 November, 1928 in the Caulfield Repatriation Hospital, aged 64 years.  
Announcements were placed in the:


Interment took place in the General portion of Preston Cemetery within section C1 in grave no. 75.
Mrs Tweeddale died on 6 April, 1958.


Coolgardie Miner Monday August 17, 1896:


COMPANY MEETINGS


The first general meeting of the Heidelberg No. 2 Company was held yesterday afternoon, G. Haskins, Esq, in the chair.  A large number of shareholders was present, and Dr Chewings was in attendance to answer any questions with regard to the property.  Messrs S. Simmons, W. Hansen, S. Bennett, E. Carter, and G. Haskins were elected to the directorate.  Mr T.R. Tweeddale was appointed secretary.  The property adjoins the Heidelberg No. 1, situate about two miles south of the Black Flag township, and we understand that three reefs, all bearing visible gold, have been uncovered.  The new reef lately discovered on the Heidelberg No. 1 extends into this property.  This is exceptionally rich in both fine and coarse gold.  Dr Chewridge intends to proceed to the mine on Monday next.  It is the intention of the management to vigorously develop this property.  S. Simmons and F. Boyd were the brokers for the company, and it is needless to say that the shares were very largely subscribed for.





Golden Age (Coolgardie) Thursday June 10, 1897:


BUSINESS





TWEEDDALE & MACPHERSON


STOCK and SHAREHOLDERS


(T.R. TWEEDDALE Member of the Stock Exchange of Coolgardie)


Shares Bought and Held on Commission Only.


11 COOLGARDIE CHAMBERS





Coolgardie Pioneer Saturday July 31, 1897:


FORFEITED LEASES


The following list of forfeitures appears in the “Gazette” of July 23:


2874 Royal Exchequer, T.R. Tweeddale;							Article abridged





Menzies Miner (W.A.) Saturday March 25, 1899:


CORRESPONDENCE – THE EUCALYPTUS BATTERY


TO THE EDITOR


Sir—In your issue of March 8th, 1899, appeared a letter signed “Leaseholder,” referring to the Eucalyptus battery.  The statements made therein are so manifestly untrue that we feel compelled to reply, although the writer is apparently afraid to sign his name.  Taken in order, he charges us with charging at the rate of £2 per ton for 50 ton lots.  If we did that would be our own business, but as we happen to charge £2 10s per ton statement No. 1 does not fit.  As to the large increment from plates after the clean-up, the owner of the ore has permission to take all they can off the plates.  We only object to their taking parts of the plates with their gold.  With regard to 3oz rock, and the owner not being allowed near the mill, “Leaseholder” shows that he has not tried the battery with 3oz stone, as in all parcels treated since the start of the mill owner keeping tailings.  


Contd.








continues


All we require is that if owners of ore want their tailings, they must remove the tailings and return water to the well.  In conclusion we would advise “Leaseholder” to prospect his lease, as it would pay him better to get out ore and see the result of the milling than to rush into print with deliberate untruths—Yours, etc.,		THOMAS R. TWEEDALE


							 Shannen Proprietary, Eucalyptus, March 18, 1899.





North Coolgardie Herald and Miners Daily News (Menzies) Tuesday May 26, 1903:


KOOKYNIE – I.O.O.F


A branch of the I.O.O.F. was formed here yesterday.  The meeting was a great success, 19 joining and 20 promising to be initiated.  The officers were installed as follows: N.G. Bro. T.R. Tweeddale; VG; Bro. A.H. Nicholson; secretary, Bro. C.H. Luxton.							Article abridged





Ballarat Star Monday March 24, 1919:


SOLDIERS RETURNING – VICTORIANS ON DERBYSHIRE


Spr. T.R. Tweeddale, 3rd Tun. Co.							Article abridged





Argus (Melbourne) Wednesday April 23, 1919:


SOLDIERS RETURN – PRISONERS OF WAR WELCOMED


Amongst the Victorian troops who returned to Melbourne yesterday were many former prisoners of war, who after spending varying periods in Germany were released shortly after the armistice was signed.  The men who disembarked on the s.s. Derbyshire and s.s. Ulimaroa.  On landing they were conveyed in motor cars to the A.I.F. depot in Sturt-street where many touching reunions between long separated relatives took place.  They rapidity with which the medical examination was completed was favourably commented upon.  The method of dealing with returning troops has lately shown a marked improvement and disembarkations are now efficiently managed.										Article abridged





Argus (Melbourne) Saturday November 10, 1928:


DEATHS


TWEEDDALE—On the 7th November, at the Repatriation General Hospital, Caulfield, Thomas Richard, loved husband of Jeannie Tweeddale, Foyle, Northernhay-street, Preston (late No. 3 Mining Co., A.I.F.) Buried privately November 8, Strathalien Cemetery, East Preston.


TWEEDDALE—On the 7th November, at the Repatriation General Hospital, Caulfield, Thomas Richard, son of late William and Margaret Tweeddale (late Daylesford) and loved brother of Mrs J. Gilmour (The Pines, Waitchie), late A.I.F.








Their grave in Preston Cemetery, Melbourne, Vic


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website submitted by Peter Cummings





His service is commemorated on the Victorian Wall of Remembrance at Springvale Cemetery, Melbourne on Wall 21 Row F.





Photo supplied by Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission
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