LANCE CORPORAL JOHN NORTON TURNER
6890 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

John Norton Turner was born at Lefoy, Tasmania on 28 April, 1881 and registered at George Town the son of James (engine driver died 1919) and Anne Julia (nee Parish) Turner.  
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As a young man he competed in athletics with some of his successes reported in the:

He worked as a miner at Lefoy in 1914 and later that year at Zeehan.

At the recruiting depot at Beaconsfield, Tas (6th Military District) on 29 September, 1916 the thirty-five-year-old single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighing 75.4kgs (166lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-95cms (35-37½ins) and no further particulars were taken.  Church of England was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was father James Turner of Pioneer, Tas.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken at Claremont Camp on 20 October, 1916.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:


After basic training the recruits were transferred on 8 December, 1916 to the Miners Reinforcement camp at Seymour, Victoria and allotted to the January, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6890.
The Reinforcements consisting of 168 members departed Melbourne, Vic at 3 p.m. on January 17, 1917 on board the HMAT A5 RMS Omrah.  The mail ship arrived at 8 a.m. two days later at Adelaide, S.A. and headed off at 4 p.m. that afternoon.  It sailed into the West Australian port of Fremantle on January 21 where the Reinforcements were granted Day Leave ashore the next day before leaving on January 24, 1917.  The ship returned to Fremantle at 7 a.m. on February 1 and put out to sea again at 5 p.m. the next afternoon February 2.  
Durban, South Africa was reached at 7 a.m. on February 16 and sailed at 6 p.m. the following evening.  The next port of call was Cape Town on February 20 arriving at 8 a.m. where two days later the men were granted Day Leave ashore until 11 p.m. on the 22nd before departing at 5 p.m. on February 24.  The sights of Sierra Leone were seen closely on March 9, 1917 as the vessel docked at 8 a.m. and after refuelling left at 7 a.m. on March 12, 1917.  The voyage concluded at Devonport, England on March 27, 1917 and the troops disembarked at Plymouth after 74 days at sea.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth then marched into the Drafting Depot at Perham Downs for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 14 April, 1917 from Folkstone arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.  Sapper marched out on April 21 to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field. 

On 12 June, 1917 marched out to join the 3rd Tunnelling Company who were making good progress at Hill 70 Sector consolidating new positions and building dugout extensions, dressing stations and machine gun emplacements.  Three days later was taken on strength with the company.
While on leave to England from France went sick on 5 December, 1917 to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford suffering from a social disease and after 35 days curative care was discharged on 8 January, 1918 to the Convalescent Training Depot at Parkhouse.  On January 17 marched in to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny until February 9 leaving for the Overseas Training Depot at Longbridge, Deverill.

Proceeded overseas to France from Southampton on 15 February arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Havre the following day and marched out to his unit re-joining on February 20.

Sapper was wounded in action on 9 April, 1918 by shell gas and taken to the 1 /2 New Midland Field Ambulance (N.Y.D. not diagnosed yet) progressing to the 6th Casualty Clearing Station.
The Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company recorded the following for that day:


“On the 9.4.18 the following were shell gassed at Vermelles:-



4410  Spr  Mytton, E.


7312  Spr  Gardner, G.



7277    “    Daly, J.


1028    “    Hinde, J.



5823    “    Robinson, J.


7024    “    Kenny, J.H.



4459    “    Reynolds, J.H.

6890    “    Turner, J.



4281    “    Broadbent, M.

7378    “    Morris, C. 


7495    “    Coyne, M.


1004    “    Fogarty


7294    “    Ives, A.


7470    “    Lakey, P.  


7837    “    Pritchard, R. 


5824    “    Rodiondoff, N.”
On 10 April, 1918 was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.42 to the 3rd Canadian General Hospital at Boulogne and on April 13 transferred to the 7th Convalescent Depot then to the 5th Rest Camp.  On April 18 returned to the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles marching out on 26 April and re-joined his unit on 1 May.  
Base Records advised his father on 25 April, 1918 that it was reported that his son was wounded in action by shell gas.  His address was included for correspondence.

His name was among those casualties listed in the:
Sapper was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.
His last payment was paid in France on 20 January, 1919.

Rank of Lance Corporal was appointed on 11 March, 1919.

Orders were received on April 22 to return to the Aust Base Depot 1 and left from there on April 28 crossing to England and arriving in camp to await his voyage home.
After demobilisation Lance Corporal Turner embarked from Plymouth, England on 19 June, 1919 on board H.T. Miltiades.  Base Records advised his father on 23 July that he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 5 August, 1919 with news of their arrival published in the:


News of the returning Tasmanian soldiers was also reported in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 28 September, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

Anglesea Barracks, Hobart forwarded medical and service documents to Base Records on 29 October, 1919 and also advising dates of his return and discharge. 

He is listed in Electoral Rolls in 1919 at Lefoy, Tas with the occupation of miner.

His Will was returned to the 6th Military District on 23 February, 1920.

Lance Corporal 6890 John Norton Turner, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (6954) and the Victory Medal (6777) for serving his country.

He married in St John’s Church, Devonport West on 8 September, 1920 to Irene May Parish with their nuptials covered in the:


From 1922 the couple were listed at 6 Owen Street, Zeehan with his occupation as a miner.

A snippet of sporting news was reported in the:


His medals were not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 29 March, 1924.  A letter was sent to him on 3 May, 1924 care of the last known address of his father.
Further news of them appeared in the:


In 1936 they are listed at Rossarden, Fingal with the same occupation.
The Hobart branch of the Repatriation Department requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 12 August, 1940.

John Norton Turner passed away at 16 Canning Street, Launceston on 18 October, 1940 aged 59 years.  Family arrangements were placed in the: 


A small Obituary appeared in the:


Interment took place on October 21 in the monumental portion sect E1 of Carr Villa Cemetery, Launceston in grave no. 685.
Mrs Irene Turner died on 6 August, 1970 aged 74 years and buried with her husband. 

His name is commemorated on the George Town Municipal Roll of Honour.
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Examiner (Launceston) March 20, 1901:


ATHLETICS – FINGAL SPORTS


The annual Oddfellows’ sports were held on Monday and were very successful.  Dull but fairly fine weather prevailed.  Following are the results of the various events:


Sheffield Handicap—J.N. Turner, 12yds 1.


Friendly Societies’ Race—A Viney, 10yds 1; J.N. Turner, 4yds 2.


In the evening a concert and ball took place in the Council Chambers in aid of the sports fund and were very successful.										Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Monday June 25, 1906:


ATHLETICS – PRIVATE MATCH


Zeehan, Sunday


A footrace took place yesterday afternoon between R.J. M’Carthy and J.N. Turner, on the King ground.  The stake was £20 and the race came about through Turner being dissatisfied with the decision given in handicap on February 24 last.  It was then argued that Turner breasted the tape, while M’Carthy fell under it.  M’Carthy was then declared the winner by those in authority.  The race yesterday was on the same handicaps.  Turner started off 4yds, and conceded his opponent 3yds, the total running distance being 96 yards.  M’Carthy, after losing his handicap at the start, won easily by two yards.  No time was taken.  








Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Saturday October 21, 1916:


ENTERED CLAREMONT


HOBART, Friday—The following forty-eight men entered Claremont Camp to-day.  This makes a total of 1114 since September 1, or 723 since October 1.  The average enrolment of 60 daily is required.


J.N. Turner										Article abridged





North western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Thursday May 9, 1918:


WOUNDED (40)


Spr. J.N. Turner, Pioneer (gas)								Article abridged





Argus (Melbourne) Wednesday August 6, 1919:


TROOPS RETURNING – LATE LANDING BY MILTIADES


It was unfortunate that a shortage of coal should have delayed the arrival of the s.s. Miltiades until many hours after the time originally fixed for the disembarkation.


The vessel did not reach Port Melbourne until nearly 8 o’clock last evening and the earnest endeavour made by the military authorities to prevent confusion at the A.I.F. Depot was not entirely successful, mainly because of the impatience of the soldiers.  Before leaving the pier, the soldiers were informed that they would meet their relatives at the Depot, but many disregarded the advice by the staff officer for returned soldiers and left the cars on arrival in the city.  Those who completed the journey were taken into the hall and left in through the exit which was brilliantly lighted, the name of each man called as he stepped through the door.  When it was announced that the last man had left the depot there were still around 100 people at the exit waiting of friends or relatives and it was not until they had repeatedly been informed that no more soldiers remained in the building that the disappointed crowd slowly dispersed.


The troops were given until half-past nine this morning when they must report at the depot for final examination.


Persons deeming to meet individual soldiers should attend there at that hour.





Advocate (Burnie) Wednesday August 6, 1919:


RETURNING TASMANIANS – PER MILTIADES


Spr. J.N. Turner, Pioneer								Article abridged





Advocate (Burnie) Saturday September 11, 1920:


PARISH – TURNER


On Wednesday morning in St John’s Church, Devonport W, Irene May Parish, eldest daughter of Mr and Mrs Wm. Parish of Tendon St., Devonport, and John Norton Turner, of Zeehan, united in matrimony, Rev. Geo. Row performing the ceremony.  The bride, who was given away by her mother, was delightfully attired in crepe-de-chene, with an overdress of net, trimmed with pearls.  She wore the usual veil and orange blossom, and carried a shower bouquet of asparagus fern and hyacinths, with white satin streamers; she knelt on a white satin hand-worked cushion, and was attended by her sister, Miss Doris Isabel Parish, was bridesmaid, who was neatly attired in white silk, with a black picture hat and carried a bouquet of pink hyacinth and asparagus fern, with pale pink streamers.  The bridegroom was attended by Mr Wilfred Parish, brother of the bride, as best man.  


After the ceremony, friends of the bride and bridegroom were invited to breakfast at the residence of the bride’s mother.  The three-decker cake was made by Mrs F. Turner, of Ulverstone, aunt of the bride.


The happy couple caught the afternoon train en route to the East Coast, where the honeymoon will be spent.  The bride wore a navy tailored costume and black hat.  The future home of Mr and Mrs Turner is to be at Zeehan.      


											Article abridged





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Friday February 3, 1922:


CRICKET


The team selected to represent Zeehan against Queenstown to be played at Strahan on Sunday next, Railway Picnic Day—J.N. Turner								Article abridged





Advocate (Burnie) Saturday May 7, 1927:


ZEEHAN


Mr and Mrs J.N. Turner have returned home after spending a few weeks visiting relatives in Launceston.





Advocate (Burnie) Saturday December 29, 1928:


ZEEHAN


Mrs J.N. Turner is spending a holiday visiting relatives in Launceston.





Advocate (Burnie) Saturday January 26, 1929:


ZEEHAN


Mr and Mrs J.N. Turner have returned home after an enjoyable holiday spent visiting relatives in Launceston.





Examiner (Launceston) Monday 21 October, 1940:


DEATHS


TURNER—October 18, at his residence 16 Canning-street, John Norton dearly beloved husband of Ireme May Turner, loving father of Noel and Douglas.  In his 60th year.				Cont’d





Continues:


FUNERAL NOTICES


TURNER—The funeral of the late Mr John Norton Turner is appointed to leave his late residence 16 Canning-street, This Day (Monday October 21), at 3.30 o’clock for interment in the Carr Villa Cemetery.  Friends are invited to attend.


C.T. FINNEY, A.F.D.A.





Examiner Wednesday October 23, 1940:


OBITUARY – MR JOHN NORTON TURNER


The funeral of Mr John Norton Turner, of 18 Canning-street, took pace at Carr Villa Cemetery on Monday afternoon, Rev C.G. Williams, of St Paul’s Church, conducted short services at the home and graveside.


The chief mourners were Messrs Noel and Douglas Turner (sons), W. Turner (brother), F. Turner (step-brother), W. and C. Parish and L. Mitchelson (brothers-in-law), R. Turner, G. and C. Clarke, H. Lutwyche and G. Strochnettor (nephews).  The casket bearers were four workmates of Mr Turner from Aberfoyle Tin Mines Ltd.  Wreaths were received from the scholars of West Launceston school, employees of Law, Duncan and Co., St Paul’s Mothers’ Union, No. 2 Aberfoyle contractors, directors and staff Aberfoyle Tin Mines Ltd, staff and employees of Aberfoyle mines, Rossarden.
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