SAPPER DAVID TUOHEY
1183 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
David Tuohey was born on 27 December, 1866 the son of Michael and Anne (nee Flannery) Tuohey in Sandhurst, near Bendigo, Victoria.  He was educated at Myola Public School.
In 1893 he was working at Mount Pleasant Creek where the following occurred and reported in the:
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A month later he was a witness at an Inquiry into a death appearing in the:
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He went to goldfields of Western Australia and listed in the electoral districts of Brunswick and Bunbury working as a labourer.
At the recruiting depot on 15 November, 1915 the single miner stated he was forty-two-years-old when he applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  
Forms of Attestation describe him as 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall, weighing 71.8kgs (158lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37ins) and had a dark complexion with blue eyes and grey hair.  Distinctive mark was a scar under his chest.  Roman Catholic was his religion.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Mrs A. Dobin of Wycheproof, Victoria.  He was sworn in at Blackboy Hill camp on 30 November, 1915.

He was allotted to the Miners’ Corps for basic training at Helena Vale camp.
The original No.3 Company of the Mining Corps consisted of Company Headquarters and 3 Sections were recruited in the 5th M.D. (Western Australia).  The major portion of No.3 Company was recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.

Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps began officially on December 1st, 1915. The recruits were placed for basic training the following day at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. as the Corps was being established.  
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No.3 Company, with a strength of 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks embarked from Fremantle, W.A. on December 18, 1915 and sailed to Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  

On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW.  
They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength of No.3 Company up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.  Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula to complete training as a Corps.
He was re-attested at Casula camp on 14 January, 1916.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 1183 and remained in No. 3 Company.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  
The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 
Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.
The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.
The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’

The No. 3 Company was officially transferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company on 18 December, 1916.

His service continued without incident or illness until 20 February, 1918 when issued with three Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving two years abroad.

Leave was granted and taken from 15 February, 1918 and returned to duty on March 3.
A recipient of Comfort Gifts from the Kalgoorlie Ladies Committee and a letter of Thanks was returned signed by each soldier and reprinted in the:

Members of the 3rd Tunnelling Company were working on clearing forward roads.  A timber trestle bridge of seven 14 ft spans was erected across the Haute Deule Canal at Meurchin by a party of “A” Section during October.  On the completion of this bridge the party moved on to La Bassee Canal, where another timber bridge was taken in hand and was in course of erection and nearly completed at the end of October.  Several concrete dams were erected by the enemy across La Bassee Canal, were also demolished by means of explosives.
On 4 October, 1918 Sapper was wounded in action receiving a gunshot wound to his leg and head and taken to the 45th Field Ambulance then moved to the 6th Casualty Clearing Station.

In the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company recorded the following for that day: 

“On 4/10/18 the following casualties occurred on the Lens –Le Bassee Road:-



7304 Spr Crowley, E.J. was killed in action.



5848 Spr Thompson, J. was wounded in action.


4545 Spr Jones, C.O. was wounded in action.


1202 Spr Williams, C.A. wounded in action.


6837 Spr Pritchard, R.C. wounded in action.


1183 Spr Toohey, D wounded in action.”
Was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.6 to Boulogne entering the 2nd Aust General Hospital on 7 October, 1918.
His sister Mrs J. Dobin was regretfully advised by Base Records on 15 October that he had been reported wounded.  They included his address to correspond.
On 24 October, 1918 was invalided to England on the hospital ship St Denis and admitted to the 1st Southern General Hospital, Stowbridge Street, Birmingham.
Base Records briefly advised his sister on 25 October that he had been discharged from hospital in France on 4/10/18.

His name was among those soldiers listed in the Casualty Lists published in the:


He was still in the Birmingham hospital when Peace was declared.  On 20 November, 1918 was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital, Harefield.

Base Records advised his sister further on 28 November he was admitted to the 1st Southern General Hospital, Birmingham, England, suffering from a gunshot wound left leg.  Actual condition not stated the form advised.  His address for correspondence was again included.

Sapper Tuohey embarked for Australia from Southampton as an invalid on 13 December, 1918 on board H.S. Karoola as a patient for 41 days during the voyage.  He had a lower berth.  A medical report stated the following:


Wound healed. Oedema of left leg.  Can extend leg fully now at knee joint.  Urine: 1200 Ac.  No alb.

No sugar.  Disability – total.
Base Records advised his next-of-kin on 14 January that he was returning home.

His name was listed as a soldier returning in the list published in the:


The hospital ship docked in Fremantle (5th Military District) on 22 January, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:

At the No.8 Aust General Hospital, Fremantle the same day he was admitted as a patient and his Statement of Case reads:
Gunshot wound, calf.  T & T Calf.  No [page partly covered] – healed.  No ? since.



No other illness or injury during service.
(Sgd) D. Tuohey.



Disability caused by active service


Present condition: G.S.W. left leg.  T & T calf. Some loss of muscle.  Adherent scar.  No


Injury to ?  Stiffness and weakness of leg.  Otherwise well.  General condition good.



Operation performed: cleaning of wound.

At his discharge on 27 January, 1919 from the hospital further notes for his Disembarkation Medical Examination were:

Disablement: Fractal impairment to slight disability.


Labour market: 40% for six months.     27/1/19


Dentally fit.


Discharge recommended.  Was sent to the Staff Officer for Invalid and Returned Soldiers.
Approved in Perth 28/1/19.

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 13 March, 1919 as wounded.

He returned to the Blackwood area of Western Australia with the occupation of labourer.

David Tuohey passed away due to heart failure on about 25 March, 1921 aged 55 years at Bridgetown.  Interment took place in the Catholic portion of Bridgetown Cemetery with Rev. Father Smith officiating at the graveside.

A small obituary was published in the:


Advertisements in accordance with his Estate were published in the:



His unmarked grave is in the Bridgetown Cemetery, W.A.
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Elmore Standard Friday July 14, 1893:


RIDING ACCIDENT


On Monday last Mr David Tuohey, of Mount Pleasant Creek, met with a severe accident through being thrown from his horse, which resulted in a broken collar bone.  He was brought into Elmore, where the fracture was attended to by Dr Harse.





Bendigo Independent Wednesday August 16, 1893:


THE FATAL AFFRAY AT MOUNT PLEASANT


An inquiry into the circumstances surrounding the death of James Hennessy, who died during a fight with Michael Conroy last Sunday night at his father’s residence, was conducted to-day at the Mt. Pleasant State School, by Mr W. Leader, P.M. and the jury men. [not listed here]


Dr Harse deposed: There was no sign of fracture of the skull; the brain was healthy; the heart was relaxed and fatty.  From the examination he formed the opinion that the cause of death was the failure of the heart’s action caused by excitement.


David Tuohey had known deceased for 20 years.  Was at Sunday’s football match.  Deceased was goal umpire.  Saw Robert McKay and Michael Conroy fighting.  Deceased said “I’ll take McKay’s part.”  Tried to prevent him, but he would fight.  Both deceased and Conroy struck blows.  Both had been drinking.  After closing twice deceased in rushing in fell on his face and said “I am done.”


The jury returned a verdict that deceased died from weak action of the heart, brought on by excitement when trying to force a fight with Michael Conroy, to whom no blame is attributable.		


Article abridged





No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of 1202 Spr. Charles Williams – 3ATC





Spr. D. Tuohey


Photo sourced from Virtual Anzacs website and supplied by great great niece Karen McDonald





Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday April 16, 1918:


TUNNELLERS’ COMFORTS – MEN WHO RECEIVED THEM 


Sometime ago gifts were despatched to the front by the No. 1 Tunnelling, Pioneers and Engineers committee, and a list of recipients has now been received by the secretary, Mrs R.M. Jordan as follows—1183 D. Tuohey


	Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday November 26, 1918:


LIST NO. 446 – WEST AUSTRALIA – WOUNDED


Spr. David Tuohey, Wycheproof, Vic;							Article abridged	





Sunday Times (Perth) Sunday December 1, 1918:


THE ROLL OF HONOUR


Wounded—Spr. D. Tuohey								Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday January 21, 1919:


RETURNING AUSTRALIANS BY S.S. KAROOLA


The following have been listed for return to Australia, and are actually en route from abroad.  No further information can be supplied, excepting the approximate time of arrival, which will be published in the press shortly before disembarkation.


1183. Spr. D. Tuohey									


Article abridged





West Australian Thursday January 23, 1919:





RETURNING SOLDIERS – TWO CONTINGENTS ARRIVE


The former intestate steamer Karoola with hospital patients from England, arrived at Fremantle at 11 o’clock yesterday morning.  Thirty-eight of the men were for Western Australia, and of these five were confined to their cots.  Several hours before the vessel berthed at Victoria Quay a large crowd of relatives and friends had assembled outside the barriers and the road parallel to the wharf.  A military band rendered selections and the returning soldiers, many of whom were sadly maimed, were heartily welcomed home.





Blackwood Times (Greenbushes) Friday April 1, 1921:





OBITUARY – DAVID TUOHEY


A returned soldier in the person of David Tuohey, who has been a resident of Bridgetown for many years past, was found dead on Good Friday morning, death being due to heart failure.  The funeral was held on Sunday last when the remains were interred in the R.C. portion of the Bridgetown cemetery, Rev. Father Smith officiating at the graveside.  The pall bearers, all of whom were returned men were Messrs A. Darcy, C.H. Turner, Street, A. Dance, and W. Castles.





Bunbury Herald and Blackwood Express Tuesday 7 June, 1921:





PERSONAL PARS


The estates of the late Matthew Wilson, Yarloop (personalty £76/14/-) and David Tuohey, Bridgetown (personalty £95/6/8) have been placed under the charge of the Curator of Intestate Estates for management.





Blackwood Times (Greenbushes) Friday June 10, 1921:


NOTICE TO CREDITORS – IN THE SUPREME COURT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA – PROBATE JURISDICTION


In the Matter of the Estate of DAVID TUOHEY, deceased.


WHEREAS on the 24th day of May, 1921, an Order to Administer the Estate and Effects of David Tuohey, late of Bridgetown in the State of Western Australia, Mill-hand, deceased who died on or about the 25th day of March 1921, was granted by the Supreme Court of the said State, under the provisions of “The Curator of Intestate Estates Act, 1918: to the undersigned, the Curator of Intestate Estates, Perth.


Now notice is hereby given that all Creditors and other persons having CLAIMS and DEMANDS against the estate of the said deceased are hereby required to send particulars of such claims or demands to the undersigned, on or before the 30th day of June, 1921.


Dated at Perth this 30th day of May, 1921.	GERVASE CLIFTON, Curator of Intestate Estates    


Article abridged





Entrance to Bridgetown Cemetery, W.A.


Photo sourced from Billiongraves website








