SAPPER THOMAS WILLIAM TOWNLEY
1188 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Thomas William Townley was born about 1891 at Padiham, Lancashire, England the son of William Berry and Melinda Townley.  In 1891 they were residing at 24 Clithrowe Street, Padiham recorded as William B. (35) cotton weaver, Melinda (37), Caroline A. (2) and Thomas W. (4mths).  Ten years later in 1901 the family lived at 28 Shakespeare Street, Padiham and citizens of the household were William B. (45) cotton cutter, Melinda (45) Caroline A. (12), Thomas W. (10), Roger J. (8) and Herbert (5).

Thomas came to Western Australia and worked as a Lumper at Fremantle docks.  His accommodation was at Burlington House, Packenham Street, Fremantle, W.A.
At the recruiting depot in Perth, W.A. on November 16, 1915 the almost twenty-five year old unmarried lumper, whose postal address was care of Post Office, Fremantle, applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Distinctive marks noted were a scar on his right wrist and two vaccination scars.  He was 177cms (5ft 9¾ins) tall with the chest expansion of 95-102cms (37½-40ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Forms of Attestation describe him further weighing 80kgs (176lbs) with a fresh complexion, blue eyes and brown hair.  Church of England was his religious faith.  He stated he had been previously rejected due to varicocele (varicose veins in scrotum).  Next-of-kin nominated was his father William Berry Townley of 32 Shakespeare Street, Padiham, Lancashire, England.  He signed and took the ‘Oath of Enlistment’ the same day.  Basic training commenced on November 23, 1915 with the 37th Depot Battalion.

Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps officially began on December 1st, 1915 therefore Private Townley was placed for basic training at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps two days later.  The Unit’s title was the No. 3 Company with a major portion of No. 3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose. 
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They were made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks and embarked from Fremantle, W.A. 
[image: image2.jpg][nt Jrotnng Metmael op
I LRl 4 0
OUR DEAR HUSBAND AND FATHER

THOMAS:W. TOWNLEY
DIED 2K0-BEC(945. ACED 55 YEARS




On December 18, 1915 the company sailed for Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  His name appears on the passenger list which was published in:
On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW. They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a Corps.  Townley was assigned the regimental number 1188 in the rank of Sapper and remained in No. 3 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Four sections of the No. 3 Company were dispersed to various sectors for instructional training.  Sapper was assigned with the No. 4 Section and attached for duty with the 254th Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers on May 13, 1916.
He went sick to hospital on June 8 suffering from bad eyes and rejoined his unit three days later.  On July 26, 1916 entered to the 1st Field Ambulance with German measles and transferred two days later to the No. 7 General Hospital at St Omer.  On August 4 went to the No. 4 Stationary Hospital at Arques suffering from debility but returned to his unit on August 9, 1916.

Disciplinary action was taken on September 20, 1916 for the following:



Offence:
Neglect of duty – in that he failed to get up after being called by





the sentry, thereby causing the outgoing shift to be 45 minutes late



Award:

7 days C.B. [confined to billets]

He went ill to the 50th Field Ambulance with pneumonia on March 1, 1917 and transferred to the 33rd Casualty Clearing Station.  On March 14 was transported by Barge 108 to the 35th General Hospital in Calais remaining until March 28 then was moved to the 7th Convalescent Depot in Boulogne.

On April 11, 1917 was transferred to the 3rd Canadian General Hospital with slight pneumonia and gastritis and five days later went to the 1st Convalescent Depot in Boulogne with V.D.H (valvular disease heart).  While at the Depot the following was reported:



Crime:

Quitting the ranks without permission 4/5/17



Award:

Deprived of 7 day’s pay by C.O. 5/5/17

He was transferred to the Rest Camp in Boulogne as ‘fit’ on May 16, 1917 and went to the Aust General Base Depot in Le Havre for base duties on May 20.  He rejoined his unit in the field from Rouelles on June 6 but went sick on June 15 to the 17th Field Ambulance with D.A.H. (disordered action of heart) and admitted to the 18th C.C.S. two days later.  Admitted to the 18th General Hospital at Camiers on June 26 and was transferred to the 6th Convalescent Depot at Etaples on July 3.  Two days later was discharged to Base Details “A” at the A.G.B.D. in Etaples then to the Depot at Rouelles before returning to his unit on July 19, 1917.

Sapper entered the 16th Field Ambulance on October 13, 1917 N.Y.D. (not diagnosed yet) progressing to the 33rd Field Ambulance leaving on October 25 for the 1st C.C.S. with bronchitis on Barge 105-106.  He was admitted on October 30 to the 30th General Hospital at Calais with bronchitis and discharged to Base Details on November 13, 1917 to Rouelles.
On December 2, 1917 was evacuated to England from the Reinforcements in Havre for permanent base duty arriving at the No. 2 Command Depot in Weymouth.  He was admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for treatment of a social disease from December 11, 1917 and after four days discharged to the Convalescent Training Brigade at Parkhouse.

Further disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:
Insolence to N.C.O.



Award:

3 days F.P. No. 2 by Capt A. McLennan 1/2/18

On February 15, 1918 left the Training Brigade for the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny.  On April 2 was admitted to the Military Hospital with D.A.H. and ten days later departed for the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.  He returned to the 1st A.D.H. at Bulford on April 20 and was returned to the Training Brigade at Parkhouse on May 2.  On June 4 was well enough to return to the Weymouth Depot.
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Sapper Townley embarked for Australia for a change due to neurasthenia (nervous condition, constantly worried to the point of exhaustion) on the H.T. Carpentaria departing on August 8, 1918.  His name was published in the list of soldiers returning in the:

The ship docked in Fremantle (5th Military District) on September 28, 1918 and was admitted to No. 8 Aust General Hospital at Fremantle.  While there the following occurred:


Offence:
A.W.L. from 6pm 10/11/18 to 10.20 pm.



Award:

Fined 2 shillings by Lt-Col Malley 11/11/18

He was still a patient when Peace was declared.

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on November 25, 1918 as medically unfit.

A Statement of his Service was prepared by Base Records dated December 11, 1918 in reply to his request letter dated November 29, 1918 from his address at 57 Point Street, Fremantle.

He wrote from 57 Point Street, Fremantle to Base Records on January 31, 1919 requesting a copy of his Health Statement from October 12, 1917 to October 28, 1918.  This was prepared on February 4, 1919.
A copy of his Will was forwarded on April 30, 1919 to the 5th Military District. 
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His address in 1919 was 57 Point Road, Fremantle with the occupation of lumper.  Thomas and a group of fellow workers, also returned soldiers, formed a syndicate to collect deposits of salt from lakes on Rottnest Island early in 1919.  A dissolution disagreement between them had to be settled in the Supreme Court and proceedings were published in the:


On October 22, 1919 an application was placed to gather salt from Rottnest Island lakes for a period of five years by returned soldiers from the 3rd Tunnelling Company and the following photo is of Francis Maskiell (5371) and his son Harold Maskiell (5372), both former members of 1ATC.

Thomas married at Canning, W.A. in 1920 to Edith Mary Annie Thorp and two years later are recorded residing at Canning Road, Fremantle working as a greengrocer.  
For service for his country Sapper 1188 Thomas William Townley, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (8247) and the Victory Medal (8212).

He placed this notice in the Lost Column of the:
His business was advertised in 1923 For Sale in the:

He appeared before the Bench which was reported in the:
They were still residing at McKimmie Street, Fremantle in 1925 with his occupation as a storekeeper.

Purchase and transfer registration of his vehicle was published in the:

A Statement of his service was requested by the Perth Branch of the Repatriation Department from Base Records and forwarded on September 29, 1926.  
In 1931 their residence was at 254 Suburban Road, South Perth and a storekeeper and in 1936 was living at 136 Cambridge Street, Street, Fremantle with the same occupation.  By 1943 they were at 38 St Leonard Street, Mosman Park.
Thomas William Townley passed away on December 2, 1945 aged 55 years.  Family arrangements were published in the:


Burial took place in the Anglican portion of Fremantle Cemetery within monumental section A7 in grave site no. 356.

A year later the following notice was placed in the:


His name is commemorated in the Perth War Cemetery’s Garden of Remembrance with his name plaque is located on Wall 6, Row H.

During World War II three of his sons enlisted for service:

William Albert Townley: born 10/8/1920 at Maddington, W.A. enlisted from Bellevue, W.A. at Subiaco on July 7, 1942.  Next-of-kin nominated was Thomas Townley.  Service no. was WX256650 and was serving when discharged on January 20, 1947 with the 28th Aust Infantry Battalion.
Thomas Charles Townley: born 9/6/1924 at Subiaco, W.A. enlisted at Perth on March 25, 1942 from Nedlands at Subiaco.  Next-of-kin was Thomas Townley.  Service No. was W66831.  From there re-enlisted on 8/7/1942 from Subiaco at Perth with the R.A.A.F.  Next-of-kin was Kathleen (nee Boland) Townley.  Service Nos. A5185 (81294).  He reached the rank of Warrant Officer and was discharged from H.Q. SupCom.  He also served in Korea.  Final discharge took place on October 8, 1976.  He died in Toowoomba, Qld in April, 2006 aged 81.

James Townley: born 18/6/1923 enlisted on May 10, 1943 from McKinnon at St Kilda, Vic with the R.A.A.F.  He was leading aircraftman with the service no. 129560 and served with the 4th Airfield Construction Squadron.  Discharge took place on November 2, 1945.
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No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of 1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC





The West Australian Saturday December 18, 1915:


INDARRA’S PASSENGERS


The following passengers are booked to leave by the Indarra to-day: Messrs….T.W. Townley 


          Article abridged








Kalgoorlie Miner Friday September 13, 1918:


RETURNED SICK AND WOUNDED 


The following sick and wounded are reported to be en route for Western Australia: Spr T.W. Townley	


Article abridged





Daily News Friday July 25, 1919:


SALT DEPOSIT NOT A GOLD MINE


An action arising from the dissolution of partnership of a syndicate of men who worked the salt deposits on Rottnest Island was before the Chief Justice (Sir Robert McMillan) this morning at the Supreme Court, John F. Lewis claimed his share in the return on 150 tons of salt and other members of the party, W. Ashton, T.W. Townley, and another, alleged that at the time of the dissolution of the original syndicate, only about 44 tons had been secured.


Mr J.D. Moss appeared for the plaintiff, and defendants were represented by Mr W.E.B. Solomon.


Plaintiff stated he was a returned soldier.  He obtained a concession to work the salt deposits at Rottnest Island, and got together a party of men.  The latter were defendants in the action.  On February 15, the party proceeded to work the deposits at Rottnest.  A camp was pitched, and plaintiff, Ashton, and a third party named Hughes commenced work at the lake.  The salt was scraped up on the beach around the lake, and the deposit was from 1in to 2in in thickness.  A day or so after operations were started plaintiff visited Fremantle in connection with the business, returning three days later to the island.  Soon after his return he had to leave again, and receive treatment for an illness at Fremantle.  He was informed that he would ruin his health by returning to the island, so he remained at Fremantle.  On March 12 he made an agreement whereby the salt that had been scraped up should be sold, and the proceeds equally distributed among the party.  Since then, plaintiff was not aware of the extent of the operations of the other men, or how much salt had been transported to Fremantle, but on March 12 there was about 150 tons ready for the market.


Mr Solomon: You made an affidavit on March 11 to the effect that there were over 100 tons of salt, subject to the agreement?


Plaintiff: When I left the island on February 26 there were from 80 to 100 tons and 300 bags were filled.


What wages were you entitled to?—There was no fixed rate: we were to equally share the proceeds.


Then the man who loafed got as much as the man who worked hard?—I did not expect any man would loaf.


The chief trouble was that the party was working without money.  You put nothing into the concern, did you?—I was not going to risk my money: they would not put any of theirs in.				


John Hughes deposed that he worked with the party for several weeks after Lewis had left the island, Lewis’s party recovered about 125 tons of good salt.


To Mr Solomon, witness said that the original agreement provided for a way of 15s per day.


His Honor: How much was to be paid to the board as royalty.


Witness: I think 7s 6d a ton, but I don’t think anything has been paid.


That was the plaintiff’s case.





 (Continued)





												





(Continued)


Mr Solomon said that the main difficulty was that the party attempted to work without any money.  It was also found that the selling of the sale was not an easy matter.


His Honor: How much was got for the salt?


Mr Solomon: The coarse salt averaged £3 10s to £4 per ton, and the finer salt, which had been crushed twice had fetched about £5.	


Counsel, proceeding with his outline of the defence, said that when operations were first started the party got a lot of sand with the salt, which was rendered useless.  That salt was still in heaps where it had been thrown or had been washed away.  On March 11 approximately 45 tons had been recovered and shipped.  Lewis should be quite satisfied if he got £7 4s, which would amply pay him for the work he had done.  He seemed to think he had struck a gold mine.


His Honor: What record did the board keep of the amount of salt recovered, in connection with the payment of royalty?


Mr Solomon: They kept no records at all; they left the matter of forwarding returns to the men.


Evidence for the defence is proceeding.





West Australian Saturday July 26, 1919:


NEWS AND NOTES


Rottnest Island Salt.—Early in February last John Francis Lewis, a returned soldier, secured a concession to raise salt from the lakes on Rottnest Island, and on the 15th of the same month, is partnership with J. Edmonds, John Hughes, W. Ashton and T.W. Townley, who were returned soldiers, he commenced operations.  The syndicate had practically no capital and the partners refed for their upkeep on the rapid disposal of the salt, but their expectations with regard the latter were not realised.  After they had worked together until February 26, Lewis became ill and went to Fremantle.  Subsequently a quarrel arose between himself and his partners, and it was decided to close the partnership and to sell the salt on hand for the benefit of all concerned.  The remaining partners carried on the work of salt raising on the island, and their salt became mixed up with that in which Lewis was interested, with the result that a dispute arose as to how much of it belonged to the original syndicate.  The troubles of the salt-raisers, were many and various.  There was first of all the matter of cartage from the lakes to the island jetty, and when that was overcome there were lighter-age to Fremantle, crushing and refining, and lastly (apparently most difficult of all) disposal of the salt altogether with payment for it.  The salt-raisers were given to understand at the onset that there was a shortage of salt in the State, but, when they wanted to sell, no one appeared anxious to buy.  Eventually they got a Fremantle agent, to dispose of some of their produce in lots varying from 3 tons to 22 tons at prices ranging from £3 10s to £4 per ton for coarse salt to £5 per ton for salt that had been crushed twice.  They had in every case however, to give the usual 30 days’ credit, with the result that before any revenue started to come in a good deal was owing to each of them in the shape of wages and expenses.  The tardiness of income led to impatience, and Lewis demanded a settlement of his share in the partnership.  He claimed that 125 tons of good salt were raised before he retired from the syndicate and that he should be paid on that basis.  The other partners, with the exception of Hughes, who sided with Lewis, contended that there were only 45 tons belonging to the original syndicate, and as the parties could not come to an amicable settlement of the dispute they applied to the Chief Justice (Sir Robert McMillan) in the Supreme Court yesterday to decide that matter.  His Honour, after learning a considerable amount of evidence, decided that the quantity was, so far as could be ascertained, 45 tons.  Mr J.D. Moss appeared for Lewis, while the other partners, with the exception of Hughes, were represented by Mr W.E.B. Solomon.





Daily News Saturday July 26, 1919:


ROTTNEST SALT DEPOSITS


At the conclusion yesterday afternoon, at the Supreme Court, of evidence in the case in which John F. Lewis claimed his share in the proceeds from 125 tons of salt, raised by a syndicate at Rottnest Island, the Chief Justice (Sir Robert M’Millan) stated he had come to the conclusion that Lewis could claim an interest in only 45 tons, which was the amount the other parties, with the exception of John Hughes, stated had been raised when Lewis ceased work.











1st Saltworks, Rottnest Island -  1919-1920 - Left to Right: Francis Maskiell - Walter Lawson (son-in-law) - Harold Maskiell


Photo courtesy Rob Mawson, great great grandson of Francis Maskiell





West Australian Thursday December 14, 1922:


LOST AND FOUND


Lost, East Fremantle, Brass Cap, patent axle, Return: Townley, greengrocer, Canning Road.





West Australian Saturday September 15, 1923:


For Sale: Greengrocery Round, about 200 customers, lorry, horse and harness, books kept, good reason for selling, cheap. Townley, McKimmie-street Palmyra.





West Australian Friday October 17, 1924:


FREMANTLE


Thursday—Before Mr H.J. Craig, R.M.:


Thomas William Townley contested a charge against him, that he drove to the danger of the public.  After a considerable amount of evidence was brought before the Bench, Townley was fined £3, with £1 5s costs.





Sunday Times Sunday April 18, 1926:


FREMANTLE REGISTRATIONS


11130: Thomas W. Townley, Canning-road, Palmyra, Overland ton truck.





Sunday Times Saturday May 29, 1927:


TRANSFER


10120 From T.W. Townley to Herbert W. Upson, 76 Duke-street, East Fremantle, Overland.





West Australian Monday December 3, 1945:


FUNERAL NOTICES


TOWNLEY.—The Friends of the late Mr Thomas William Townley, of 38 St Leonard-street, Mosman Park, and formerly of the 3rd Tunnelling Corps,1st A.I.F., are respectfully informed that his remains will be interred in the Church of England portion of the Fremantle Cemetery THIS (Monday) AFTERNOON at 2.10 o’clock.  The Funeral will leave our Private Parlour, 85 Market-street, Fremantle, at 2.pm.


ARTHUR E. DAVIES and COMPANY





TOWNLEY.—Beaconsfield Lodge No. 349 U.A.O.D.—The Brethren of the above Lodge are respectfully invited to attend the Funeral of our late Brother, Thomas William Townley, which will arrive at the Fremantle Cemetery THIS (Monday) AFTERNOON at 2.10 pm.  


										D. CULVER, A.D.


										A.L PRIEST, Secretary





TOWNLEY.—Mosman Park Sub-branch R.S.L.—The Members of the above are respectfully invited to attend the Funeral of the late Mr Thomas William Townley, formerly of the 3rd Tunnelling Corps, 1st A.I.F., which will arrive at the Fremantle Cemetery THIS (Monday) AFTERNOON at 2.10 pm.


										W.J. CHAZE, President


										R.G. THOMAS, Secretary





TOWNLEY—Coastal Docks, Rivers and Harbour Works Union—The Members of the above are respectfully invited to attend the Funeral of our late Member Mr Thomas William Townley, which will arrive at the Fremantle Cemetery THIS (Monday) AFTERNOON at 2.10 pm.


										D. SWEETMAN, President


										W. GLASSON, Secretary





West Australian Monday December 3, 1945:


DEATHS


TOWNLEY.—On December 2, 1945, at Fremantle, Thomas William, dearly beloved husband of Edith May Townley, of 38 St Leonard-street, Mosman Park, loving father of Bill (A.I.F.), Jim (R.A.A.F.), Charlie (R.A.A.F.), Ann, Doug, Betty, Dorothy, Robert, Ivy and Marian; aged 55 years.





Grave of Thomas Townley in Fremantle Cemetery, W.A.


Photo supplied by Ozburials.com and used with permission





West Australian Monday December 2, 1946:


IN MEMORIAM


TOWNLEY.—In loving memory of Thomas William Townley, who left us on December 2, 1945, loved husband of Edith and father of Bill, Jim, Charlie, Ann, Douglas, Betty, Dorothy, Robert, Ivy and Marian.





Townley plaque in Garden of Remembrance, Perth


Photo supplied by Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission








