SECOND CORPORAL / SAPPER ARTHUR JAMES TOPLISS
305 – 1st Tunnelling Company
The birthplace of Arthur James Topliss was at Stuart Mill, near St Arnaud, Victoria on 8 August, 1874, the youngest son of Edward (died 1899) and Annie (nee Walsh died 1893) Topliss.  He was educated at the Carapooee School.  He followed his brothers to Western Australia where he became a police constable.  News of his promotion in 1896 was published in the:
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Further news of a promotion took place three years later and reported in the:
[image: image2.jpg]WHODIED
247 Dec 1921,
Acen45vEARS.

Erecreo oy ETOPLISS ..





He was at Geraldton when he married on 17 April, 1901 in the St Eximer Francis Church to Marion Bryant formerly of Ballarat, Victoria.  News of the nuptials was reported in the:


The police constable was posted to Donnybrook district where snippets of his work appeared in the:


He returned from Broome, W.A. in 1907 on the steamer S.S. Sultan with the passenger list published in the:

He received his payment from the Police Benefit Fund in 1909 which was accounted for in the:

He travelled right across the country to Brisbane, Queensland and was working as a labourer residing at Cannon Hill.  His role reversed and appeared in the City Police Court charged with the following offences reported in the:

At the recruiting depot in Brisbane (1st Military district) on 13 September, 1915 the unmarried forty-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 189cms (6ft 2ins) tall, weighing 75kgs (165lbs) with a chest expansion of 92-99cms (36-39ins) and had a dark complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and dark hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar on his nose and vaccination marks on his left arm.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his brother Mr P. Topliss of 18 Bramble Street, East Norwood, Perth, W.A.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.
Basic training commenced with the Mining Corps (1st Military District) until 25 October, 1915 when sent to join other recruits from across the country at Casula camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales to train as a Corps.  His rank was Sapper until 1 January, 1916 when he was promoted to Second Corporal with No. 1 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’

As a former pupil of the Carapooee School his name was inscribed on their Roll of Honour for volunteering and unveiled at the Empire Day celebrations of the township in May, 1916 and the ceremony was covered in the:

On 4 October, 1916 in the field he resigned his rank of 2nd Corporal and reverted to be Sapper.
He re-allotted on 16 November, 1916 to his Commonwealth Savings Bank account No.70041, Brisbane the sum of three shillings per day which cancelled out his previous allotment of five shillings and six pence per day to this account.
The No. 1 Company was officially transferred to the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field on 24 December, 1916.

He went sick on 10 February, 1917 to the 47th Divisional Rest Station with bronchitis and moved to the 17 Casualty Clearing Station.  
Four days later was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.10 to Wimereux and admitted to the 2nd Aust General Hospital with acute bronchitis on February 15.  Left there five days later for Boulogne and invalided to England the hospital ship St Denis with emphysema entering the 3rd Southern General Hospital in Oxford suffering severe bronchitis and emphysema.

During the thirteen days a patient there his brief medical notes reported:


Some improvement.  Chronic cough not likely to improve permanently.

Base Records notified his brother with the following Telegram:


On 7 March, 1917 was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford where their notes recorded on his condition after seventeen days:


Crepitation both lungs.  Much run down.

Sapper was then discharged to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on March 23.

His name was among those published in the 279th Casualty List appearing in the:

He appeared before the Medical Board at Weymouth and his statement of case reads:


Date of disability:
prior to enlistment



Place of disability:
Australia



Age last birthday:
47 years  

Disability:
bronchitis and senility Decline or deterioration of physical strength or mental functioning

Essential facts:
evacuated from unit in February, 1917 suffering with bronchitis – 


sent to 2nd A.G.H. Boulogne, then to 3rd Southern General, Oxford


13 days.

Present condition:
dyspnoea (breathless) on exertion, can’t walk very far [unreadable]


Rhonchi in both lungs – wheezing at night

Labour incapacity:
one quarter

Board finding:
permanently unfit for general service and home service

Approved:
12/5/17

Discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:

Verne camp absent off route march 17/7/17



Award:


3 days Confined to Barracks by Lieut. Parsons
Sapper embarked for discharge in Australia on 22 July, 1917 due to bronchitis and senility on board H.T. Nestor.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock.  
His brother was notified by Base Records on 23 August that he was returning home.
His name was listed as returning home in the:

The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 24 September, 1917 with a small report on their arrival printed in the:


The Queensland contingent boarded special trains for the last journey home to Brisbane (1st M.D.) arriving at the station on September 30 to an enthusiastic welcome.  This was covered in the:

Sapper was admitted the same day to the No. 6 Aust General Hospital at Kangaroo Point with bronchitis and senility until 15 October, 1917.  He then appeared before the Medical Board with their report as follows:
Board finds:
overage & bronchitis aggravated by service



Board recommends: discharge



Incapacity:
one quarter for 6 months



Confirmed:
15/10/17
He was discharged to the Staff Officer for Invalid and Returned Soldiers to await discharge.
Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 27 October, 1917 as medically unfit.

The following day was issued with a Military Pension to his address care of Mr W. Williams, Lutwyche Street, Wooloowin, Brisbane of £1 per fortnight.

He embarked the Eastern States on 23 January, 1918 from Melbourne, Vic on the coastal steamer Katoomba via Albany docking at Fremantle, W.A. on January 29.

He attended a conference for the Repatriation of Miners representing the Returned Sailors and Soldiers’ League at the meeting held at in the boardroom at St George’s House. 

A write-up of the proceedings was published in the:

He returned to the Donnybrook district.

For serving his country Sapper 305 Arthur James Topliss, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (9695) and the Victory Medal (10759).

Arthur James Topliss was killed in a cart accident at Lowden, near Donnybrook on 24 December, 1921 age given as 45 & 50 years but was closer to 47 years.
A brief description of his demise was wired to Central Police Station the following day and appeared in the:


Interment took place in the Roman Catholic portion C of Donnybrook Cemetery in grave B11.
The Perth branch of the Repatriation Commission sent a memo dated 17 May, 1923 requesting particulars of his discharge which was returned on 26 May, 1923.

Business from his Estate was advertised in the Gazette and republished in the:


His grave can be located in the Donnybrook Cemetery.
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Western Mail (Perth) Friday October 30, 1896:


NEWS OF THE WEEK


THE POLICE FORCE—During the past week some important changes have been made in the police force of the colony.  The following probationary constables have been promoted to the rank of second-class constables: A.J. Topliss, E. Topliss									                Article abridged





Inquirer and Commercial News (Perth) Friday September 22, 1899:


POLICE PROMOTIONS


The following list of promotions has been issued by the Commissioner for Police:


To be First-class Constables—Second-class Constables A.J. Topliss, W. Topliss,		                  Article abridged





Mt Leonora Miner Saturday May 18, 1901:


MARRAGE


TOPLISS-BRYANT—At Geraldton, in St Eximer Francis Church, by the Rev Father Ryan, on 17th April, 1901, Arthur James Topliss, youngest son of Edward Topliss, of St Arnaud, Victoria, to Marion Bryant, second daughter of William James Bryant of Ballarat, Victoria.





Southern Times (Bunbury) Thursday March 27, 1902:


THE DONNYBROOK TRAGEDY – THE INQUEST – VERDICT OF WILFUL MURDER


The adjourned inquest touching the death of the Chinaman Ah Yet, who was found dead, with a wound from a shot gun in the back of the head, in his garden near Donnybrook, on Saturday last, was resumed at Donnybrook yesterday before Mr W.H. Timperley, R.M. (District Coroner).  The lad Edward Hall, generally known as “Napper” who had been arrested on suspicion, was present in custody.


Arthur James Topliss deposed: He was a constable at Donnybrook; on the 23rd inst.  He assisted to remove the body of the deceased to his hut, and then remained in charge; he examined the hut and contents and found a receipt for a Waltham watch (produced); he also found a wooden box in the hut; it had been broken open and the contents appeared to have been disarranged.


The accused made a statement.  The statement was read over to the prisoner, who signed it, and it was witnessed by P.C.’s Topliss and Kennedy.								                  Article abridged





West Australian (Perth) Saturday December 3, 1904:


THE PRISONER BEHAN – CONCLUSION OF THE INQUEST


Mr Justice Parker yesterday morning, in the Practise Court, completed his investigation of the facts and evidence which led to the conviction of John Behan of complicity in a safe robbery at the Governor Broome Hotel, Perth, for which Behan, with two other men named Murphy and Bourke, was sentenced to imprisonment in Fremantle Goal.


Arthur James Topliss, police constable, who arrested the accused at Bunbury, said the latter simply denied any complicity in the affair.									                  Article abridged





Daily News (Perth) Monday September 30, 1907:


SHIPPING – PORT OF FREMANTLE – S.S. SULTAN


The s.s. SULTAN reached Fremantle from Singapore, via Nor-West ports on Sunday afternoon.


From Broome—A.J. Topliss								                  Article abridged





Sunday Times (Perth) Sunday May 2, 1909:


THE POLICE BENEFIT FUND – THE AFFLUENT POSITION OF THE ACCOUNT A YEAR AGO


Last year (1908) gratuity-payments totalled up to £3050, by far the largest amount ever paid in a single year.  The beneficiaries were:


A.J. Topliss £149 19 8.									                  Article abridged





Telegraph (Brisbane) Thursday February 6, 1913:


CITY POLICE COURT


In the City Police Court yesterday, before Colonel Moore, P.M. the following were imposed:


Arthur James Topliss, 38, labourer, for bad language, £1, in default 14 days’ imprisonment.                Article abridged





Telegraph (Brisbane) Monday May 19, 1913:


A BOTTLE OF BEER


In the City Police Court this morning, Arthur James Topliss, 38, labourer, was charged with having on 18th May stolen a bottle of beer valued at 7d, the property of Carl Lacey.  Colonel R.A. Moore P.M. was on the bench.


Subinspector King prosecuted.


Constable Bishop gave evidence of the arrest, and accused was remanded till Wednesday.  Bail was granted self in £5.





St Arnaud Mercury (Vic) Wednesday May 31, 1916:


CARAPOOEE WEST – EMPIRE DAY CELEBRATIONS


His Worship the Mayor delivered an impressive address and said it gave him much pleasure to accept the invitation to be present on that important occasion.  He was an old Carapooee boy and there was a warm spot in his heart for his old friends and associates here.  17 young men who had joined the colors from that school proved they were the right material. His Worship then removed the Union Jack from the roll of honour, and said as the first name on the roll was that of the late Private R. Thwaites, who died as the result of wounds received in Turkey, he would ask all present to rise and bow their heads in silence to the departed soldier’s memory. 


The roll of honour is handsomely framed in solid English oak, with an inset of gold, and contains the following names of old pupils: Corporal Arthur Topliss.						                  Article abridged
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Western Mail (Perth) Friday March 23, 1917:


THE ROLL OF HONOUR - THE 279TH CASUALTY LIST – 1ST MILITARY DISTRICT


Sapper A.J. Topliss (E. Norwood), seriously ill.						                 Article abridged





Telegraph (Brisbane) Monday September 24, 1917:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – TWO LARGE CONTINGENTS


Following is a list of members of the Australian Imperial Force, returning to Australia shortly.  


Spr. Arthur James Topliss, 1st Tun. Coy.							                 


 Article abridged





Bendigo Independent Monday September 24, 1917: 


SICK AND WOUNDED


At 10 o’clock this morning 1343 sick and wounded soldiers will disembark at Port Melbourne.  There are 492 for Victoria, 225 for Queensland, 577 for New South Wales and 49 for Tasmania.  Some men disembarked at Fremantle.





Telegraph Monday October 1, 1917:


WELCOMED HOME – 356 SOLDIERS RETURNED


As many as 356 Queensland soldier reached Brisbane yesterday after having nobly borne their share of fighting for the Empire and national honour.  They came in three special trains, 148 men arriving at 4.5 p.m., 121 at 3.40 p.m. and 89 at 8 p.m.  the home coming was full of sincere enthusiasm, great crowds billing the station approached, and lining Edward-street and Queen-street, while the band from Enoggera camp raise the sweet strains of “Coming Home.”  Captain Jackson met the men on the first and third trains at Ipswich and Captain D.J. Bingle joined the second train at that city.  They found the men all able to get about, there were no cot cases.  The official welcome accorded the men in Brisbane were carried beyond the usual Ministerial character, His Excellency the Governor going over to the Kangaroo Point Hospital when the third contingent had arrived, and addressing some cheery words of thanks to the soldiers.  								                  


Article abridged





Daily News (Perth) Thursday June 6, 1918:


REPATRIATION OF MINERS – AN IMPORTANT CONFERENCE


A conference took place on Wednesday afternoon, between the Council of the Mining Association of Western Australia and representatives of the Returned Soldiers’ Association and the Returned Sailor’s and Soldiers’ League.  The meeting was held at St George’s House, the board room of Messrs, Ford, Rhodes and Davies being kindly lent for the occasion.


Mr J.J. Purtell, who with Messrs M. Morrison and A.J. Topliss, represented the Returned Sailors’ and Soldiers’ League, outlined the proceedings which had led up to the despatch of himself and mates on a six months’ prospecting expedition, which was to leave Perth the next day.  The commonwealth Repatriation Committee, he said, had absolutely refused to grant them any financial assistance, except in the form of a “loan to be repaid.”  They had, therefore, approached the Mines Department of the State, and were fitted out on the terms common to all other parties previously assisted to take the field.  Their pensions from the Commonwealth were liable to review and reduction, but for the present had not been interfered with.  The Mines Department had allowed them £29 for outfit, instead of giving them the cash to purchase same, insisted on paying the Perth storekeepers themselves on production of the storekeepers’ voucher for goods supplied.  Consequently the money had gone to “profiteers’ instead of being made to do the greatest service by buying to advantage.  He considered that no moneys advanced for such purposes should be anything else than a “cash grant” to the men going out, and they should themselves expend it.  Other speakers supported this view, and the question of reviewing the pensions was discussed with specific instances of hardship reported. 					


Article abridged





Sunday Times Sunday December 25, 1921:


EX-CONSTABLE KILLED


Telegraphic news was received by the Central Police Station yesterday of the death of ex-constable Arthur James Topliss (50).  From the meagre details available it appears that the deceased, who was a married man, was killed in a cart accident at Lowden, near Donnybrook.  He had been working in the district for some time past.





South Western Times (Bunbury) Tuesday March 3, 1925:


NEWS AND NOTES


Intestate Estates—In the list of intestate estates in this week’s gazette appears the names of Arthur J. Topliss, of Bunbury, and Francis H. Sweetman of Donnybrook, both ex-soldiers.





His grave in the Donnybrook Cemetery, W.A.


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website submitted by Jacqui Andrew








