LANCE CORPORAL GEORGE HENRY TOLSON
4794 Motor Driver – 2nd Tunnelling Company / Motor Driver - 6th Mechanical Transport Company
Longford, Tasmania was the birthplace of George Henry Tolson on 22 July, 1890 the youngest son of William Vincent (died 1902) and Bridget Cecilia (nee Murphy) Tolson.  His education was received at the State School.
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At nineteen years George was driving for him in 1909 in the Club’s contest with the following recorded in the:
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He married at twenty-years of age in Perth, Western Australia on 22 November, 1910 to Rachel Mary Patman and returned to reside at Launceston where their child was born a year later and announced in the:
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The combination of Mr Fysh’s vehicles and George Tolson’s driving skills made them a good combination at motoring events organised by the Tasmanian Automobile Club with many reported in the:
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Another event participated in was the Naval and Military Gymkhana entering in a novelty car race and reported in the:
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A further Motor Club challenge was reported in the:
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A serious set-back to the young couple took place when their residence in Howick Street, Launceston was broken into and many of the contents were stolen as reported in the:

Another motoring trial followed and a reported was published in the:


A couple of successes were reported during 1914 in the:


A misdemeanour with the law saw him in the Police Court for the following:


Early in 1915 the team entered the following:

Assistance to a fellow motorist was reported in the:


Further novelty events were entered as part of a Patriotic Carnival with results reported in the:


His skills went to success for another team in a car contest as reported in the:

The last published event for the Motoring Club he drove for was reported in the:


At the recruiting depot in Launceston on 18 February, 1916 the married twenty-six-year-old motor driver applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Described in attestation forms as 178cms (5ft 8¾ins) tall, weighing 70.9kgs (156lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-94cms (34½-37ins) and had a dark complexion with good vision in his grey eyes and black hair.  Notation was insufficient teeth.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Rachael Mary Tolson of Melbourne Street, Launceston and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of his wife and child.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken at Claremont Camp (6th Military District) on 15 March, 1916.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:

Basic training commenced with the General Reinforcements on 14 March until allotted to the No. 5 Tunnelling Company on 29 April, 1916.  
Their section of 3 officers and 76 Other Ranks plus 8 Reinforcements were transferred to Broadmeadows Camp, near Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) to join the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.) and also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic.)   His regimental number was 4794 in the rank of motor driver from 25 May under A.I.F. Order No. 779.

Early in May 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training. 

The 7713-ton transport Warilda sailed from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Vic the No. 5 company departing on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.R.s with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Tunnelling Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.R.s along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, set forth on their voyage the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.

The Reinforcement proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot two days later to the 1st Anzac Reinforcements Camp.  Marched out from there on 12 October to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion joining on October 18 which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  

Was attached on 26 October, 1916 to the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company.  He went to the 17th Casualty Clearing station then to hospital on 13 January, 1917 on Ambulance Train no.18 suffering cellulitis left arm.  Left Boulogne on January 22 on the hospital ship Dieppe and admitted to the 3rd Aust General Hospital, Brighton, England the same day with I.C.T. arm (inflammation connective tissue) slight.
Driver was discharged from hospital to furlough on 4 April, 1917 and marched into the No. 1 Command Depot Perham Downs on April 20 classed with B1a debility.  
A medical note while at Perham Downs stated on 24 May, 1917 – septic left arm.  Two months in bed.


Now well, strong.  [unreadable word] over olecranon (bony prominence forming tip of elbow) 

B1a2 debility.

Left there for the Drafting Depot then proceeded to France from Folkstone on 4 June, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles on June 6.

Driver was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company on 12 June, 1917 where in July the company headquarters were stationed at Coxyde Bains on South Coast of Belgium with the company camped on the outside of town.  They were working at Nieuport Bains sector on the extreme left of the British line as part of the Offensive Mining against enemy strongpoints.

Duties of the motor transport drivers were described by Captain Oliver Woodward who was with the 1st Tunnelling Company and wrote the following extract in his unpublished book My War Story of the Great War on their work:

“Our Transport Section comprised a very fine lot of men who each night had the unenviable task of taking up the rations.  It was a point of honour with them to get the rations through and on no occasion did they fail.  It is difficult to describe the state of congestion on the roads over which these men had to travel each night, rain or snow, enemy bombardment or not.”
Driver went sick on 27 August, 1917 to the 2 /1 East Lancashire Field Ambulance with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) and transferred to the 15th Company Medical Dressing Station suffering diarrhea and sent to the 24th Casualty Clearing Station.  He rejoined his unit on 4 September, 1917.
On 24 September, 1917 was transferred from the Tunnelling Company at Nieuport Bains to the 1st Aust Ammunition Sub-Park.

Leave was granted to the United Kingdon and taken from 25 January, 1918 and returned to duty on 11 February.

Was transferred to and taken on strength with the 1st Aust Division Motor Transport Company as per A.I.F. Order no. 1159 dated 19/3/18.  While with the 6th Aust Mechanical Transport Company he was to be Lance Corporal from 7 October, 1918.  He was with this unit when Peace was declared.

A few days after the Armistice Driver went sick on 15 November, 1918 suffering from Influenza and admitted to the 12th Casualty Clearing Station and the following day placed on the dangerously ill list.  
Driver Tolson died as a result of broncho-pneumonia on 17 November, 1918 just six days after the cessation of hostilities.  
Burial took place in plot 8 of Busigny Communal Cemetery Extension, France within row C in grave no. 1 which was listed as 5½ miles South West of Le Catteau.
The 6th Military District was notified by cable on 29 November, 1918 that the soldier had died and confirmation of receipt of the news was returned on 2 December to London Headquarters.  A copy of his service was made for the Pension Department two days later.
News of his demise was published in the:

His name was among those in the Casualty Lists No. 451 & 451a appearing in the:


A further tribute from his mother and late father was placed in the:

Base Records replied to Law & Weston & Archer, Solicitors on 20 December, 1918 stating that the report of death had not been received from abroad as yet but their request had been noted for compliance at the earliest possible date.  If they held a Will of the deceased or if Probate had been taken out, they would be obliged if they would forward same, to their office at their earliest convenience, so that provisions set out may be noted for compliance when dealing with the late soldier’s affairs.  If Probate had been granted the document would be passed to the Military Paymaster, Anglesea Barracks, Hobart, Tasmania for notification and transmission to them.  Letters of Administration or Probate or the Will were not required for this or any other purpose but connection with the distribution of the estate and passed on to the Military Paymaster by whom it would be held by his authority for the payment of monies – should it be required by them for further action would be returned to them.
Solicitors Law & Weston & Archer wrote to Base Records on 11 January, 1919 again requesting a Certificate of Death for the late soldier.  Base Records prepared a copy of the Certificate of Report of Death on 6 February, 1919 which was sent to Law & Weston & Archer the same day as per their request dated 17 December, 1918.
His Will was approved in the Supreme Court of Tasmania on 25 June, 1919 with his wife Rachel Tolson as executrix.

Base Records advised the 6th Military District on 9 September, 1919 they had received the checked copy of his Will.

Base Records wrote to Mrs Tolson on 10th October, 1919 in reference to the regrettable loss of her husband and were now in receipt of information that show he was admitted to the 12th Casualty Clearing Station on 15th November, 1918 suffering from Influenza and died on 17.11.18 from broncho-pneumonia.  He was buried in Busigny Communal Cemetery Extension 5½ miles South West of Le Catteau.  The utmost care and attention was being devoted to the graves of our soldiers and photographs were being taken as soon as possible for transmission to next-of-kin.  These additional details were furnished by direction, it being the policy of the Department to forward all information received in connection with the deaths of members of the Aust. Imperial Force.
On the first anniversary of his death the following tribute appeared in the:




The circular and pamphlet re Graves was posted to Mrs Tolson on 19 December, 1919 and a reminder sent by printed card on 16 August, 1920.
His personal effects were forwarded from London on the transport Beltana to Base Records for distribution to his widow in Launceston.  Their Inventory stated the following items were packaged:


3 discs, letters and photos, religious medallion, cigarette holder, locket and chain with


photos, photo wallet, watch and chain (damaged) and gold ring with stone missing.

The consignment letter was dated 24 June, 1920 and Mrs Tolson receipted delivery of the intact package on June 30.
For his sacrifice the British War Medal (41095) and the Victory Medal (40676) were issued to 4794 Lance Corporal George Henry Tolson, 2nd Tunnelling Company / 6th Mechanical Transport Company in serving his country.

Photographs of his grave were transmitted in triplicate to his widow on 30 November, 1921 and delivery was signed for on December 8.

The War Medal was forwarded on 3 March, 1922 to the Commandant 6th Military District for distribution to his widow.  The Victory Medal was also received by her on 14 March, 1923.

The Memorial Scroll (319745) and King’s Message was issued to Mrs Tolson and delivery acknowledged on 10 April, 1922.  His Memorial Plaque (319745) was signed for on 12 August, 1922.

His employer Mr P.O. Fysh of the Fysh & Co. Boot and Clothing Manufacturers died on 25 December, 1922 with interment taking place in Carr Villa Cemetery, Launceston.
Base Records acknowledged Mrs Tolson’s recent application on 1 July (stamp blurred 1926?) enclosing their official receipt for remittance in payment for one copy of Busigny Communal Cemetery Extension Register containing the particulars of her late husband to be forwarded in the course of the next few days.  
They advised that incorrect spelling of his mother’s first Christian name [Bughty instead of Bridget] was found and this discrepancy could not be rectified as the copies had been prepared for publication.  [It has never been rectified.]
In the Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, ACT his name is commemorated on panel 181.

His name is also commemorated on the Launceston Cenotaph.

Mrs Rachel Mary Tolson passed away in January, 1963 and he is commemorated in the family plot in Carr Villa Cemetery, Launceston.

LEST WE FORGET
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Mr P.O. Fysh


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website submitted by Just Jack 15/12/2021





At about eighteen-years of age George became chauffeur to Mr Philip Oakley Fysh (Junior) in Launceston.  





Mr Fysh was the son of politician Sir P.O. Fysh who owned the wholesale warehouse business of P.O. Fysh & Co. and after gaining experience in manufacturing returned to Tasmania in 1886 to manage the Launceston branch of his father’s company.  As a prominent figure in Tasmania had other business interests, he was involved with serving on the Marine Board for twenty years, trustee of various institutions, twice chairman of Chamber of Commerce and a director of the Launceston Bank of Savings.  





He was also a member of the Tasmanian Automobile Club and a regular entrant in their contests. 





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Monday September 27, 1909:


MOTORING – HILL CLIMBING – A SUCCESSFUL OUTING


In glorious weather, and in the presence of a large number of people, the second annual hill climbing contest inaugurated by the Tasmanian Automobile Club, was held on Saturday afternoon on the new Denison-road.  The road which is a rather steep one, is to be certain extent not suitable for a contest of this kind, as there are several nasty curves, and the starting point is in a very rough condition, but nevertheless there were no accidents of any kind, which speaks well for the efficiency of those taking part.  The length of the course was about 300 yards, the average gradient 1 in 16 and the steepest part, 1 in 7½.  The course is a pretty one, and the banks on the side of the road on Saturday were crowded with people, and with the various motors, presented a very animated scene.


The entries in the motor car section were:


Mr P.O. Fysh’s 10.12 h.p. Allday’s. driver George Tolson:


The result of the car section was as follows:


P.O. Fysh’s 10.12 h.p. Allday—Trial run 54.6 sec: second run 59.2 sec; three per cent on trial.  1.638 sec; decrease, 4.6 sec.


A surprise to many was the way in which Mr P.O. Fysh’s 10.12 Allday climbed, and for so small a car the time showed that G. Tolson missed no chances in his driving. 					Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Saturday October 21, 1911:


BIRTHS


TOLSON—On the 20th October, at 203 George-street, to Mr and Mrs G.H. Tolson – a daughter.





Examiner Thursday November 9, 1911:


MOTORING – THE RELIABILITY TRIAL


Arrangements are being advanced for the trials which commence on Saturday.  The entrants, numbers and the observers so far appointed are subjoined:


CLASS C


Four-Cylinder Cars under 18 h.p.


887 P.O. Fysh 17 h.p. Napier; observer S. Jackson; driver G. Tolson				    Article abridged





Examiner Monday January 22, 1912:


MOTORING – FLEXIBILITY CONTEST


Beautiful weather, good roads and a large entry characterised the Tasmanian Automobile Club’s Flexibility contest, which was held at No Man’s Corner, on the Perth-Soakebanks-road, on Saturday afternoon.  The rules under which the fixture was run were identical with the competition of the length of the preliminary run.


The other competitors who competed and completed both runs without disqualification were: P.O. Fysh’s 15 Napier (G. Tolson)


											Article abridged


Examiner Monday November 18, 1912:


MOTOR RELIABILITY TRIALS


The following are the official results of the Tasmanian Automobile Club’s annual trials and hill-climb.  Cars scoring full points for reliability (classes C and D) are as under.


17 h.p. Napier, P.O. Fysh, G. Tolson chauffeur.


18 h.p. B.S.A. P.O. Fysh, Owner driving.


HILL-CLIMB CONTEST (CLASS C)


17 h.p. Napier, P.O. Fysh (G Tolson, chauffeur) 1.


18 h.p. B.S.A. P.O Fysh, Owner driving. 5.


The trophies allotted for the contest were won by the following competitors:


Tasmanian Automobile Cup (donated by Mr A.K. Applegate) for winner of combined contest—P.O. Fysh, 17 Napier (G. Tolson, chauffeur).  


Dunlop Tyre Company’s Trophy, Class “C”—P.O. Fysh, 17 Napier (G Tolson, chauffeur)


P.O. Fysh’s Trophy—P.O. Fysh  1; J. L. Craw, 2; C.S. Timmins, 3.  These three each scored points for the aggregate.


											Article abridged





Examiner Monday February 24, 1913:


MILITARY GYMKHANA – AT ELPHIN SHOW GROUNDS – A SUCCESSFUL GATHERING


There is an old saying that “all work and no play makes Jack a dull boy.”  This adage was probably in the minds of the promoters when the naval and military gymkhana, which took place at Elphin Show Ground on Saturday afternoon was being organised.  The programme was brimful of interest and although it comprised of 18 events, the time-table was strictly adhered to.  The various events were both amusing and instructive.


Motor Car Biscuit and Whistle Race—P.O. Fysh’s car (G. Tolson, driver) 1; E. G. Fordyce 2.  


Article abridged





Examiner Monday April 7, 1913:


MOTORING – PETROL CONSUMPTION TEST


The petrol consumption test held by the Tasmanian Automobile Club on Saturday last proved a very successful and interesting afternoon for those participating lined up at Knight’s Foundry, Wellington-road, were well pleased with the run and its results.


Appended are the official results of the competition:


2nd—P.O. Fysh, “Napier” driver G. Tolson, weight 42½ cwt, petrol allowance.520 c.c., milage on allowance 10.1., average miles per gallon 19.4.


Points gained for Fysh Trophy—J.T. Craw 50; P.O. Fysh 30; F. Beaumont 15.		


Article abridged 





Mercury (Hobart) Saturday May 24, 1913:


HOUSEBREAKING AT LAUNCESTON – LARGE QUANTITY OF GOOD STOLEN


A serious case of housebreaking was reported to the police to-day, Mr George Tolson, chauffeur to Mr P.O. Fysh, residing in Howick-street, South Launceston, returned this morning after ten days’ absence from that city, and while he was away Mrs Tolson, with her child, stayed with her mother, the house being left securely fastened.  Mr Tolson, ongoing to his home this morning, discovered that every part of the house had been ransacked, and a considerable quantity of goods stolen, including ornaments, pictures, bedclothes, wedding presents, clocks, his own, his wife’s and the baby’s wearing apparel.  In fact, everything at all portable had disappeared.  Mr Tolson estimates his loss at about £50.


The thieves had gained admission by a window, the glass being broken and the latch pushed back.  They had apparently carried out the robbery undisturbed.  Residents of the neighbourhood were unable to throw any light on the affair, except that two strange men had been seen in the vicinity of the place this week.  Mrs Tolson had not visited the house during her husband’s absence.





Examiner Monday May 26, 1913:


THE HOWICK-STREET BURGLARY – THIEVES PAY ANOTHER VISIT


Thieves are operating with varying success, and householders would be well advised to adopt every precautionary measure for the protection of their property.  But for an error of judgment on the part of the occupants, visitors to the despoiled residence of Mr G. Tolson in Howick-street might have been caught red-handed.


On Friday evening Mrs Tolson’s brother was staying at her house and the inmates retired about 11 o’clock.  Mr and Mrs Tolson occupied a room in the front of the building, while the brother slept in the adjoining bedroom.  The precaution had been taken to lock the door of the room at the back of the house, the window of which was broken when the thieves gained entrance in the first instance.  Lights had been extinguished, but a quarter of an hour later a noise was heard at the rear of the premises, as if someone was attempting to effect an entrance.  The sound was indicative of a window being raised and of it apparently slipping, as a crash was distinctly audible.  Other noises were heard and Mr Tolson coming to the conclusion that the burglars were already inside, lost no time in arousing his brother-in-law.  It was here that a mistake was made, as a candle was list in the bedroom while they hastily donned some wearing apparel.  A very short time only had elapsed when the men made their way to the back of the house.  Knowing that the room with the broken window was locked, they opened the back door and ran to the side window.  They found this open, and as no one was observed they came to the conclusion that the burglar or burglars were in the room.  One watched the window while the other sought the assistance of a neighbour.  On his arrival two of them opened the door of the room and went inside, the other keeping watch at the window.  The room was empty.  The thieves had evidently found that all was not right and decamped.  A search was made of the vicinity, but proved fruitless.  The assumption is that a watch was kept at the front of the house and when the light was seen the alarm was given and the thieves took advantage of the preferred warning and made hasty tracks to safety.  The brother-in-law states that he heard somebody jump over the fence into the back yard prior to the noise being heard at the window, and it is supposed that robbers escaped over the fence.


The visit throws some light on the methods probably adopted by the thieves in clearing Mr Tolson’s residence of nearly all the available articles of value.  The robbers, it would seem, were conversant with the movements of the family, and it had previously been suggested that they had made more than one visit to the house, the stolen articles being too extensive for the operation of a single night.  The later development practically confirms this.  The return of Mr Tolson was evident unexpected, and the idea of the robbers was to secure more booty.  They had apparently visited the house on several occasions, and taken the contents away by degree.





Daily Telegraph Friday November 14, 1913:


MOTOR NOTES


Last night the officials responsible for figuring out the final results of the reliability trials were again hard at it.  It is now ascertained that the calculating is practically complete and all that has to be done is the allotting of points to the various winners in their respective classes.


Another car which has done so well all along, but failed just at the critical period, was Mr P.O. Fysh’s Napier, George Tolson, the chauffeur, was pardonable proud of his car’s successes in the club’s competitions of late, and was sanguine of making good in this last contest.  


Contd.





continues


A most meritorious performance had so far been put up, but on the return journey—when making the Constitution Hill climb—a big end gave out.  This necessitated an immediate halt.  The cylinders were removed there and the disabled piston and connecting rod taken out.  Running on three cylinders, the Napier went back to the capital, where a new bearing was run in.	


												Article abridged





Examiner Monday February 16, 1914:


MOTORING – SUCCESSFUL PAPER-CHASE


Something in the way of a novelty as far as Launceston is concerned was a motor paper-chase, held on Saturday under auspices of the Tasmanian Automobile Club.  When the committee of the club framed its programme of events for the present season.  The fixture was carried out on the lines of an ordinary paper-chase and presented all the little uncertainties which are associated with these events.  The paper-trail, which was laid from a Ford car kindly loaned by the Fordyce Motor Car and driven by well-known enthusiast, Mr C.M. Dyer.


Mr H. King, on a Champion motor cycle, was the first to sight the “hare” which he caught at the Traveller’s Rest.  Three miles from Launceston Mr P.O. Fysh’s Napier, driven by Geo. Tolson, also came upsides with the Ford, and these were the only two enthusiasts who bridged the gap.  The club-room was reached on return about 4.50, the second car to arrive home being Mr D. Spurling’s Hupmobile, which despite the fact that considerable time was lost through changing a tyre, put up a fine run.  Mr Phil Fysh was the second motor-cyclist home, the other contestants arriving at intervals shortly afterwards.


Amongst those in cars were Messrs. S.G. Curtis (Regal), P.O. Fysh (B.S.A.), P.O. Fysh (Napier, G. Tolson, driver.


Motor-cyclists P. Fysh (Royal Enfield) and G. Fysh (Douglas).


The event was one of those for competition in connection with the Fysh trophy.                Article abridged				


Examiner Monday July 6, 1914:


MOTORING – ACCELERATION TEST


The acceleration test for motor cars, held by the Tasmanian Automobile Club at the junction of the Hobart and Evandale-roads on Saturday, proved a great success.  The weather condition in the morning no doubt kept a few car-owners away, but nevertheless about 12 cars and a number of motor cyclists journeyed out to witness the event.  From a standing start, the car which travelled the distance in the fastest time was the acknowledged winner.  Each entrant had two runs over the course, and the fastest time was taken.


The result of the first run was:


P.O. Fysh’s B.S.A. (driver G. Tolson)..2							


Article abridged





Daily Telegraph Tuesday August 11, 1914:


POLICE COURT


A penalty was imposed on George Tolson, for driving an unregistered motor car.





Examiner Monday February 22, 1915:


MOTORING – FLEXIBILITY CONTEST – WON BY MR P.O. FYSH


The Tasmanian Automobile Club brought off a successful Flexibility contest at “Poor Man’s Corner,” on the Hobart-road on Saturday afternoon.  There was a fair assemblage of motoring enthusiasts.  The event was held on a particularly suitable piece of road, and over a distance of one-tenth of a mile.  Mr P.O. Fysh’s new Napier, driven by G. Tolson, put up the best performance and secured first place, with Mr F. Austin second and Mr E. White third.


The details of the run are:


P.O. Fysh’s Napier, driver G. Tolson.  Run—Actual times 10 sec miles per hour.  26.  Slow run—Time [blurred], miles per hour, 4.32 .. 1									


Article abridged





Examiner Monday March 1, 1915:


ACCIDENT TO A MOTOR CAR


Whilst a motorist was proceeding along West Tamar-road towards the city last evening his car broke down and was towed in by Mr G. Tolson, who came along at the time.  Just as the cars got into Patterson-street one of the wheels of the disabled motor came off but the vehicles were brought to a standstill before any further damage was done.  Fortunately, there were no passengers in the car at the time.  The then thoroughly disabled motor was pushed into the yard at the T.R.C. Hotel until this morning.





Examiner Monday March 22, 1915:


PATRICIOTIC CARNIVAL – SUCCESSFUL LONGFORD FIXTURE – LARGE AMOUNT REALISED


The people of Tasmania are displaying no lack of enthusiasm in the endeavour to assist the Belgian and other relief funds.  The appeal made a few weeks ago on behalf of the Belgians has been productive of a response which must be considered magnificent, and there are evidence that much more will be done to assist a people who within the last six months have become famous all over the world.


Motor, Cigar and Ginger Beer Race—Prize, blue ribbon—G. Tolson (2mins.24 sec.) 1;


Motor Potato Race—Prize, blue ribbon—G. Tolson (2min 15 sec) 1;


Takings from all sourced amounted to approximately £500.				Article abridged





Examiner Monday April 12, 1915:


MOTORING – TASMANIAN AUTOMOBILE CLUB- ACCELERATION TEST


The Tasmanian Automobile Club has done much to create a healthy spirit of rivalry amongst motorists in the various contests which have been held, and the reason has now arrived at an interesting stage.


The victorious car was found in Weare and Geard’s Ford, which was capably handled by G. Tolson, the winner registering a splendid performance.							Article abridged





Examiner Monday May 17, 1915:


MOTORING – TASMANIAN AUTOMOBILE CLUB – PETROL CONSUMPTION TEST


On Saturday afternoon the Tasmanian Automobile Club negotiated the second petrol consumption test of the season.  An event of this description generally proves immensely popular with motorists, and there is no reason to have thought that Saturday afternoon would have been an exception if the weather had proved fine.  The afternoon turned out cold and unsettled, while the roads in places resembled a veritable quagmire.  Under the circumstances a large number of entries could not be expected, for at intervals showers fell, making the journey anything but pleasant.


TRADE DRIVERS


P.O. Fysh, Napier (driver, G. Tolson)


Weight 2 tons 1gr 14lbs; c. petrol 339l; actual distance 13 3-10 miles; M.P.H, 17.8  2nd	Article abridged





North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Tuesday March 21, 1916:


ENTERED CAMP


The undermentioned men (62) joined the Claremont Camp on Thursday:


G.H. Tolson											Article abridged





Examiner Tuesday December 3, 1918:


DEATHS


TOLSON—On the 17th November, of broncho-pneumonia M.T. Driver G.H. Tolson, dearly-beloved husband of R. M. Tolson and father of R. Pearl Tolson, Melbourne-street, Launceston, aged 28 years.





North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Monday December 16, 1918:


DIED OF ILLNESS (3)


Dvr. G.H. Tolson, Launceston 17/11/18							Article abridged





Examiner Saturday December 21, 1918:


DEATHS ON ACTIVE SERVICE


TOLSON—On the 17th November, in France, M.T. Driver G.H. Tolson, youngest dearly beloved son of B.C. and the late W.V. Tolson, Launceston, aged 28 years.





Examiner Monday November 17, 1919:


ON ACTIVE SERVICE


TOLSON—In proud and loving memory of our dear husband and father, Lance-Corporal G.H. Tolson, 6th Mechanical Transport Company, who died in France, November 17th, 1918 (One of the brave.)


		Always happy and cheerful,


		With a heart that knew no fear,


		He went to face life’s battle


		For all he loved so dear.


		You are ever in our thoughts, dear one,


		It is sweet of speak thy name;


		In life we loved thee dearly,


		In death we do the same.


		One by one the links are broken,


		One by one they’re linked above,


		Sone day there’ll be a sweet reunion


		In the land of light and love.


--Inserted by his loving wife and child R.M. and R.P. Tolson.
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Tolson Family Plot, Carr Villa Cemetery, Launceston, Tas - Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website.





George Henry Tolsons’ grave can be located in plot 8 of Busigny Communal Cemetery Extension, France within row C in grave no. 14.








