 SAPPER OLIVER GEORGE TINCKNELL
6648 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Nudgee, Brisbane, Queensland was the birthplace of Oliver George Tincknell on 29 July, 1893 the son of George Edward and Matilda Sarah (nee Harris) Tincknell.  He was educated at Nundah State School and military experience was gained from eighteen months with the Field Artillery, Brisbane until time expired.
At the recruiting depot in Brisbane on 18 August, 1916 the single twenty-three-year-old glass blower applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 178cms (5ft 10ins) tall, weighing 75cms (165lbs) with a chest expansion of 82-92cms (33-36ins) and had a medium complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and had brown hair.  Distinctive mark was a tattoo on his right forearm.  Religion was Church of England.  
Next-of-kin nominated was initially his mother Matilda Tincknell of Milton Road, Nundah, Brisbane then changed to his father George Tincknell of the same address.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.
Basic training commenced from 15 September to 8 October, 1916 with “E” Company, 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera Barracks moving to the Miners’ Depot.  The same day he declared in a Statutory Declaration that in enrolling with the Miners’ Corps he wanted his occupation to include that of a miner.  Was granted final home leave of four days from October 18 to 21st to Nundah and to return at 11 p.m.  On 4 November was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria then joined the January, 1917 Reinforcements to 10 January moving to the Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6648.

Meanwhile, at the Nundah State School an honour board was unveiled inscribed with his name and the following write-up printed in the:

[image: image1.jpg]TREE STRUCK
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splintered tree on the
property of Mr. O. Tinck-
nell, Ivo Street, Nundsh,
was torn to shreds by light-
ning during last night's
storm.  The limbs of the
tree were scattered for 100
yards.





The Reinforcements consisting of 168 members departed Melbourne, Vic at 3 p.m. on January 17, 1917 on board the HMAT A5 RMS Omrah.  The mail ship arrived at 8 a.m. two days later at Adelaide, S.A. and headed off at 4 p.m. that afternoon.  It sailed into the West Australian port of Fremantle on January 21 where the Reinforcements were granted Day Leave ashore the next day before leaving on January 24, 1917.  The ship returned to Fremantle at 7 a.m. on February 1 and put out to sea again at 5 p.m. the next afternoon February 2.  Durban, South Africa was reached at 7 a.m. on February 16 and sailed at 6 p.m. the following evening.  The next port of call was Cape Town on February 20 arriving at 8 a.m. where two days later the men were granted Day Leave ashore until 11 p.m. on the 22nd before departing at 5 p.m. on February 24.  The sights of Sierra Leone were seen closely on March 9, 1917 as the vessel docked at 8 a.m. and after refuelling left at 7 a.m. on March 12, 1917.  The voyage concluded at Devonport on March 27, 1917 and the troops disembarked at Plymouth after 74 days at sea.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth marching in to the Drafting Depot at Perham Downs camp for further training for the front.  

On 14 April, 1917 the Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone arriving at the Aust General Base Depot a day later.  
Marched in to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion on April 21 which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

Sapper was attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company on 20 April, 1917 who were situated at Poperinghe, Belgium and working underground on the mining systems of Hill 60 and Caterpillar (Hill 59).

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Four soldiers from Nundah were photographed in France late in 1917 and the photograph published in The Week on Friday January 18, 1918.
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He went sick on 17 February, 1918 to the 15th Field Ambulance with scabies (a skin irritation caused by Itch Mite whose eggs are laid under the skin’s outer layer) and transferred to the 5th Divisional Rest Station to February 19.  A day later was moved to the 8th Aust Field Ambulance with Furunculosis (boils), later diagnosed as Impetigo (contagious skin infection) and was discharged to duty on 1 March, 1918.

On 30 March, 1918 went sick to the 14th Aust Field Ambulance with a social disease moving to the 2nd Casualty Clearing Station.  Was then conveyed on Ambulance train to Havre and admitted to the 39th General Hospital for further treatment, subsequently recorded as scabies.  Returned to the Aust General Base Depot to join Reinforcements in Rouelles on 16 April and re-joined his unit on 25 April.  

Sapper was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on 27 April, 1918.  Service continued without further illness or injury.

Leave from France was granted and taken from 8th to 22nd November and while away Peace was declared.

The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 3 April, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot and they marched out on April 10 crossing to England arriving at the No. 1 Group camp at Deverill the following day.

After demobilisation Sapper Tincknell embarked for Australia on 31 May, 1919 on board H.T. Aeneas.  Base Records advised his father on 26 June that he was on his way home.  This news was shared in the:



The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 12 July, 1919 where the troops for Queensland disembarked and boarded a special train for Brisbane (1st M.D.)  News of their arrival and movements were reported in the:


Their arrival at the Brisbane Railway Station on July 14 was covered in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 21 August, 1919 as medically unfit.

He is listed in 1919 at Milton Road, Nundah with the occupation of glassworker.

A year later was injured from an assault which was reported in the:


For serving his country Sapper 6648 Oliver George Tincknell, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (27477) and the Victory Medal (26357).
In 1922 he was again assaulted at Dutton Park with a report appearing in the:


His address in 1925 was Aenas, Milton Road, Nundah with the same occupation.

In trouble again the following proceedings were printed in the:


On 19 December, 1931 he married in Brisbane to Emily Jane Massie.

He was an office bearer for the Engineers and Tunnellers Association who were raising money in 1933 for a memorial tablet with news of the meeting reported in the:



The couples’ address from 1934 to 1937 was Ivo Street, Nundah with his occupation as a labourer.
During a storm a tree on his property was struck by lightning and a photograph was published in the Telegraph Thursday October 18, 1937.
In the election of Officers for the committee of the returned soldiers Association the results were published in the:

From his occupation as a linesman he re-enlisted in the Australian Army from Nundah on 13 March, 1942 aged 48 years at the Recruiting Depot, Exhibition Grounds, Brisbane.  
His medical examination revealed a defect but not sufficient for rejection due to him suffering from gas poisoning during the previous war giving him a class II B debility.  He suffered from a morning cough, itchy piles and had boil marks on his trunk.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Emily Tincknell of Ivo Street, Nundah and had no children.  
His service number was Q155171 and served with the Line of Command Signals, Northern Command until discharged on 17 January, 1945 marked “E” not due to misconduct.
Oliver George Tincknell passed away on 10 October, 1945 aged 52 years.  
Announcements and arrangements were published in the:

Cremation took place at Mt Thompson Crematorium and Memorial Gardens, Brisbane.

Soon after his wife placed the following in the Bereavement Notices in the:

The Brisbane branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records who forwarded them on 26 February, 1946.

On the first anniversary of his demise his wife put the following notice in the In Memoriam column of the:

REUNIONS
Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:
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Daily Mail Thursday December 14, 1916:


NUNDAH HONOR BOARD – UNVEILED BY THE GOVERNOR


Notwithstanding the unpropitious weather conditions there was a good attendance of parents and friends at the Nundah State School yesterday afternoon, when his Excellency the Governor (Sir Hamilton Gould-Adams) unveiled the school honour board.


At the unveiling ceremony, Mr J. Corbett (chairman of the school committee) presided.


The board was made of oak, the names being inscribed on bronze plates.  Following is a list of the names:


A. Tincknell, O. Tincknell								Article abridged





FOUR NUNDAH BOYS.


Back Row: Private H. Haze (in France), Private B. Edge


(killed in action).


Front Row: Private A. Gleadhill (trench feet and returned to firing line), Private 0. Tincknell (in France).


	





Telegraph (Brisbane) Thursday July 3, 1919:


PERSONAL NOTES


Mr and Mrs G. Tincknell, of Melton Road, Nundah, have been advised that their eldest son, Sapper O.G. Tincknell, 1st Tunnelling Company, is returning to Australia by the transport Aeneas, which left England on 31st May, and is due in Melbourne about the 15th July.  Sapper Tincknell has been on active service 2 years and 8 months.





Age Monday July 14, 1919:


TROOPS PER AENEAS LANDED


Though timed to land at Port Melbourne at 2 p.m. on Saturday, troops arriving by the transport Aeneas, to the number of 300, reached the pier a little earlier, and by 2.20 p.m. the first of the men were at Sturt-street undergoing medical examination.  The usual welcome by Brigadier-General Brand, State Commandant, and advice on how to proceed, by Captain E.M. Wright, were tendered to the soldiers on landing, and they were given a hearty welcome in the streets of the metropolis and by relatives and friends at the “finalisations” depot.  The Aeneas carried troops for New South Wales and Queensland, who were sent on special trains to their respective States immediately upon quitting the transport.





Daily Mail Tuesday 15 July, 1919:


HOME AGAIN TROOPS BY THE AENEAS -WELCOME LAST NIGHT


Another batch of Returned Soldiers ex H.T. Aeneas looking in splendid condition returned to Brisbane last night and received the usual hearty welcome by their waiting relatives and friends and the general public.  The A.A.R. Band was also present at the station and rendered the usual acceptable programme of music.


The soldiers comprised of 13 officers, 183 men and one sister were conveyed from the station to Kangaroo Point Hospital by the Voluntary Transport Motor Corps.  Here hearty speeches of welcome were given.





Daily Mail Friday August 6, 1920:


TWO MONTAGUE-ROAD ACCIDENTS


Montague-road, West End, saw ambulance motors twice yesterday.  The first occasion was at 12.10 a.m., when the bearers were called upon to attend to Oliver Tincknell, residing at Peel-street, South Brisbane.  Tincknell is said to have been assaulted.  He sustained laceration on both lips, contused face, and contusions on the back of the head.  After receiving first aid, he was conveyed to the General Hospital.		            Article abridged





Daily Mail Monday May 1, 1922:


ASSAULTED IN A PARK


Oliver Tincknell, of Montague-road, and Jean Moss, of the Norman Hotel, Ipswich-road, were admitted to the General Hospital on Saturday night suffering from wounds sustained as a result of an assault at Railway-terrace, Dutton Park, at 8.30 p.m.  They were discharged after receiving medical attention.


Both of the sufferers were talking to each other as they sat on the grass, when a man is alleged to have approached them and struck Tincknell on the head with a stick having a nob on the end of it.  The woman remonstrated with the attacker, whereupon he is said to have struck her. 


When the ambulance was summoned, the bearers attended to Tincknell for two lacerations on the head, and his companion received attention for three smaller wounds.


The police inquired into the happening.





Brisbane Courier Tuesday October 8, 1929:


TRAFFIC COURT


The following persons were fined by Mr J.J. Leahy, Acting Police Magistrate, in the Traffic Court for breaches of the traffic regulations.


For breaches of the lighting regulations the following were each fined 10/: Oliver G. Tincknell, of Nundah;


										Article abridged





Courier-Mail Thursday September 14, 1933


ENGINEERS AND TUNNELLERS


Way and means of raising funds for erecting a memorial tablet on the Anzac War Memorial were discussed at the annual meeting of the Engineers, Tunnellers, Signals and Railway Units’ Association (A.I.F.) in Anzac House last evening.


The election of office-bearers resulted as follows: auditor, Mr O. Tincknell; committee, Messrs J. M’Kay, O. Tincknell, J.C. Stevenson, M. Plint, W. Richards, E. Purchase, H. Mills, P. O’Callaghan, and E. Cope.





Telegraph Wednesday September 13, 1939:


ENGINEERS, TUNNELLERS, A.I.F. SIGNALS AND RAILWAY UNITS


The annual meeting of the Engineers, Tunnellers, A.I.F. Signals and Railway Units, was held last night in the Anzac Club.  M.B. Plint presided over a large audience.  The honorary secretary (Mr Monty Bloom) outlined the past year’s work.  The membership was 265 and there had been a gratifying improvement in the attendance of members at the annual smoko.  


The following resolution was carried unanimously: “This association stands solid with Great Britain in her hostilities with the enemy.”


The election of officers resulted: Committee: Messrs, H. Mills, M. Plint, O.G. Tincknell, S.K. Rowe, F. Putcher, C. Collins, W.J. Lawson, J. McKay, W. Agnew, and J.N. Nicholson.						


Article abridged





Courier-Mail Thursday October 11, 1945


FUNERAL NOTICES


TINCKNELL—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs O.G. Tincknell, of Ivo Street, Nundah, are invited to attend the Funeral of her beloved Husband, Oliver George Tincknell (1st A.I.F. Engineers & Tunnellers), to leave the Funeral Parlour, 45 Adelaide Street, City, To-morrow (Friday) Morning, at 10 o’clock, for the Crematorium, Mt Thompson.


CANNON & CRIPPS LTD.,


Funeral Directors





TINCKNELL—The Relatives and Friends of Mr G. Tincknell, sen., Pte A.V. Tincknell (2nd A.I.F.), Mr and Mrs A. Tincknell (Ayr), Mr and Mrs Geo Tincknell (Nundah), Mr & Mrs Gilbert Tincknell (Manly), Mr & Mrs Wm Tincknell (Hendra), Mr & Mrs David Tincknell, (Melbourne), Mr & Mrs E. Tinknell, (Kingaroy), and Families are invited to attend the Funeral of their beloved Son, Brother, Brother-in-law and Uncle, Oliver George Ticnknell (1st A.I.F. Engineers and Tunnellers), to leave as per previous notice.


CANNON & CRIPPS LTD,


Funeral Directors





Courier-Mail Friday October 12, 1945


FUNERAL NOTICES


TINCKNELL—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs O.G. Tincknell, of Ivo Street, Nundah, are invited to attend the Funeral of her beloved Husband, Oliver George Tincknell (1st A.I.F. Engineers & Tunnellers), to leave the Funeral Parlour, 45 Adelaide Street, City, THIS (Friday) Morning, at 10 o’clock, for the Crematorium, Mt Thompson.


CANNON & CRIPPS LTD.,


Funeral Directors





TINCKNELL—The Relatives and Friends of Mr G. Tincknell, sen., Pte A.V. Tincknell (2nd A.I.F.), Mr and Mrs A. Tincknell (Ayr), Mr and Mrs Geo Tincknell (Nundah), Mr & Mrs Gilbert Tincknell (Manly), Mr & Mrs Wm Tincknell (Hendra), Mr & Mrs David Tincknell, (Melbourne), Mr & Mrs E. Tinknell, (Kingaroy), and Families are invited to attend the Funeral of their beloved Son, Brother, Brother-in-law and Uncle, Oliver George Ticnknell (1st A.I.F. Engineers and Tunnellers), to leave as per previous notice.


CANNON & CRIPPS LTD,


Funeral Directors





TINCKNELL—Loyal Toombul, No. 40, I.O.O.F.  Officers and Members are invited to attend the Funeral of their late Bro. Oliver George Tincknell, to leave as per family notice.  By Order of the Secretary.


TINCKNELL—Royal Nundah No. 66, G.L.Q., G.L.E., R.A.O.B.  Officers & Members are invited to attend the Funeral of their late Bro. Oliver George Tincknell, to leave as per family notice.  By Order of C. Secretary.





Courier-Mail Tuesday October 30, 1945:


BEREAVEMENT NOTICES


MRS J. TINCKNELL, of Ivo St., Nundah, desires to tender her sincere THANKS to all Relatives, Friends & Neighbours for their kind expressions of sympathy, cards, letters and telegrams, and floral tributes in her recent sad bereavement.  Please accept this as my personal thanks.





Courier-Mail Thursday October 10, 1946:


IN MEMORIAM


TINCKNELL—In loving memory of my dear Husband, who passed away 10th Oct., 1945.








