SAPPER THOMAS THOMPSON
2411 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
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Charters Towers, Queensland was the birthplace of Thomas Thompson the son of William and Mary (nee Boyle) Thompson on November 4, 1893.  When gold mining in the city of Charters Towers diminished miners left for the West Australian goldfields to work.
Military experience was gained with the Area 86a Cadets.
At the Kalgoorlie Senior Cadets 64a Depot on January 7, 1916 the twenty-two year old applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Personal particulars taken show the unmarried miner’s address was 72 Chaffers Street, Boulder City, W.A. and was 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall with a chest expansion of 84-90cms (33-35½ins).  His blue eyes tested to good vision.  Passing the medical examination the recruiting officer accepted his application.
Attestation forms were completed which add further information of his weight of 60.4kgs (133lbs) with a dark complexion and brown hair and Church of England was his faith.  Next-of-kin was his father Mr William Thompson of 70 Charles Street, Boulder, W.A.  Signing of the ‘Oath of Allegiance’ took place at Blackboy Hill camp on January 10, 1916.
As Private Thompson basic training commenced on January 10 with the 41st Depot Battalion until March 1, 1916 at Blackboy Hill.  On March 25 at Rosebery Park in Sydney, NSW he was assigned to the No. 3 Company 2nd Reinforcements to the Mining Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2411.
Eighty members of the Reinforcements departed on transport HMAT A14 Euripides from Melbourne, Vic on April 4, 1916.  Refuelling was at Colombo and their voyage terminated at the Suez about May 5 where the men were transhipped at Alexandria on the City of Edinburgh and disembarked on May 17, 1916 at Marseilles, France.  
As if repressed by military regulations Sapper Thompson’s problems commenced almost as soon as he arrived in Marseilles.


Crime:

Breaking quarantine camp, until apprehended by M.P. at 10.15 p.m. 25/5/16
(under 6 hours)


Award:

2 days F.P. No. 2 by Lieut J. Thomson 26/5/16
On June 1, 1916 they marched into Etaples to the 1st Aust Divisional Base.
While there the following was dealt with on June 14, 1916:


Offence:
12/6/16 AWL 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 13/6/16


Award:

14 days F.P. No. 1 [Field Punishment] by P.P. Abbott 14/6/16

Total forfeiture:
16 days pay.
The Reinforcements were taken on strength of the Corps Base on July 18, 1916.
Sapper Thompson was assigned to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength in the field on September 29, 1916.
On October 23, 1916 Sapper was arrested and held awaiting trial for four days until he appeared before the Field General Court Martial held at Sailly by the President Lt-Col Phillips of the 14th Brigade on October 27.


Offence:
Striking his superior officer, being in the execution of his office.


Pleaded:
Not guilty


Found:

Guilty


Awarded:
56 days F.P. No. 1


Confirmed:
Brig-General S.E. Christiansen & Capt L de Grut 2nd Tunnelling Coy
He was taken to the 1st N.Z. Field Ambulance with anaemia then to the 1st Aust Casualty Clearing Station suffering debility on January 24, 1917 and remained in hospital.  He rejoined his unit on February 11, 1917.
Disciplinary action was taken on February 27, 1917:


Crime:

AWL from hospital 7/2/17


Award:

3 days F.P. No. 2
On April 6, 1917 he was arrested and held for ten days awaiting trial:


Offence:
W.O.A.S. [While on Active Service] (1) drunkenness (Sect 19)




(2) Wilfully injuring public property in that he at Reminghalt 6/4/17 
when placed under arrest in Guard Tent, broke several guide ropes and tent pole


Award:

3 months F.P. No. 1 by Capt Neale 15th Bn London Regmt


Confirmed:
G.O.C. 140th Inf. Bde
He was arrested and in custody awaiting trial from August 10 to 15, 1917 to attend a Field General Court Martial held on August 16, 1917:


Crime:

W.O.A.S. (1) drunkenness




(2) A.W.L. from trenches 5/8/17 until apprehended at 11.30 a.m. 9/8/17


Award:

2 years in Hard Labour


Confirmed:
By Colonel Isherwood Commander XV Corps Troops
Sentence was commuted to 90 days F.P. No. 1 Lt General Du Cane on August 28, 1917.
In the field on December 18, 1917 Sapper Thompson was again at a Field General Court Martial presided by Major-General Hamilton of the 1st North Irish Horse Regiment:


Crime:

W.O.A.S. breaking out of camp in that at St Desbald on 14/11/17 broke out




of camp and from the custody of his escort when undergoing F.P. No. 2.


Award:

1 year in Hard Labour


Confirmed:
Camp Commandant V Corps
Sapper was escorted on January 16, 1918 to No. 4 Military Prison in Abancourt to serve this sentence from January 18, 1918 and was there when Peace was declared.
On December 17, 1918 was released from prison on the expiration of his sentence to the Aust Base Depot in Havre then marched in to ‘C’ Section of the Infantry Base Depot at Rouen the next day.  On December 31, 1918 left for the Aust Corps School and was transferred to the School on January 7, 1919 from the 2nd Tunnelling Coy.
While at the A. Corps School on February 25, 1919 the following took place:


Offence:
Field O.A.S. 14/2/19 (1) Drunkenness (2) Creating a disturbance in 3rd




Division Lines (3) Damaging Government property


Award:

14 days F.P. No. 2 by Major Lucas 17/2/19

Total forfeiture:
14 days pay.
The same day he was transferred to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on February 23, 1919.
On March 30, 1919 the company was recalled to Base to prepare for their return to England.  They marched out from the A.I.B.D. on April 4, 1919 and crossed the English Channel disembarking at Southampton the next day and reported to the 1st Training Brigade Camp at Sutton Veny.
Sapper Thompson went Absent without leave from No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny on May 3, 1919 and declared an illegal absentee by a Court of Inquiry.
Cables were sent cancelling Allotments due to illegal absentee. 
He surrendered on January 13, 1920.  A District Court Martial was held at Warwick Square with President Lieut-Colonel C.R. Davies O.B.E. presiding:


Charge:
Absenting himself without leave in that he at Sutton Veny on 3rd May 1919




Absented himself without leave and remained so absent until he 




Surrendered himself into military custody at London 13/1/20


Pleaded:
Guilty


Finding:
Guilty


Sentence:
To undergo detention for 150 days  16/1/20


Confirmed:
By Lt-Col R.E. Jackson Asst Comm A.I.F. H.Qrs 17/1/20


Promulgated:
19/1/20


Investigated:
13/1/20
He was admitted to Wandsworth Prison on January 28 and date of release set to be May 19, 1920.  But on March 12 he embarked on the H.T. Ceramic for the return voyage to Australia leaving the unexpired portion of his sentence to be remitted due to demobilisation and his departure.  Base Records advised his father on March 26, 1920 that his son was on his way home.  The ship docked in Fremantle, W.A. (5th M.D.) on April 18, 1920.
Military Discharge was issued in Perth, W.A. (5th M.D.) on May 6, 1920 as services were no longer required.
A letter was received at Base Records from Miss Thomson of 16 Barlow Chambers, Barlow Street, Sydney, NSW dated May 24, 1920 requesting the latest information on Sapper Thomson’s return on the Ceramic a few weeks ago as to where he embarked, if he was ill or what became of him.  Base Records replied on May 28 stating disembarkation information and present whereabouts unknown by their office.  A suggestion to contact the Deputy Assistant Adjutant General in Perth with the Department of Defence in Perth may be aware of his present location.
Proceedings of all Court Martials were forwarded to the Attorney General to be filed occurred in May, June and August, 1920.
A Statement of Service was prepared for the Medal Board proceedings on August 29, 1922 but was deemed automatic forfeit and therefore ineligible for War Service Medals.  
The Repatriation Commission received a Statement of Service dated December 7, 1929 from Base Records.
Thomas wrote from G.P.O., Maryborough, Qld requesting a Duplicate Copy of his Discharge Certificate and signed a Statutory Declaration declaring he had lost his original certificate in a fire in 1927.  On January 4, 1939 a Duplicate was issued but the letter was returned on September 6, 1939 marked ‘unclaimed’. 
Thomas contacted Base Records in February, 1948 through the Quirindi R.S.L. Sub-Branch requesting a Statement of Service in lieu of a Discharge Certificate.  A Statutory Declaration dated February 24, 1948 nominated his address as care of Post Office Quirindi, NSW; declared that he had lost all his belongings during the 1946 Flood in Townsville, Qld.  Base Records replied on March 2, 1948 advising him that a post office address was unacceptable as the document was to be delivered to the individual and receipted.  When an address for delivery was returned further action would be taken. 
The above photo and extract were published in the book Australia’s Fighting Sons of the Empire:
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Sapper Thomas Thompson (2411), son of William and Mary Thompson, Boulder, was born in Queensland and educated at Boulder.  He enlisted at Kalgoorlie on the 7th January, 1916, and after remaining at Blackboy for a short time he went to Sydney to complete his training.  He crossed to France in April, 1917, and was there until the signing of the Armistice.  He was badly gassed, and had some very narrow escapes.  He returned to Australia on the 23rd April, 1920.  








