SAPPER CHARLES BENJAMIN THOMPSON

7222 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Liverpool, England was given as the birthplace of Charles Benjamin Thompson on March 23, 1873.  He had been apprenticed as a sail-maker to Liverpool Garlock Bibby & Co, of Chapel Street, Liverpool, Eng for five years.  He came to Australia and in 1903 was residing at Sydney Street, Mackay, Queensland working as a sail-maker.  Two years later he was at Charlotte Street, Cooktown, Qld also using his trade of sail-maker.   A change in 1913 to Surat, Qld was working as a cook on Rookwood Station.

At the recruiting depot in Townsville, Qld on January 4, 1917 the forty-three year old cook applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars give his height at 159cms (5ft 2½ins), weighed 67.2kgs (148lbs) with a chest expansion of 94-98cms (37-38½ins).  The following day his application was accepted.  Forms of Attestation were completed which add further information that he had a dark complexion with brown eyes and dark brown hair.  His vision was very poor.  Distinctive marks were four vaccination scars received in infancy.  Next-of-kin nominated was his brother Mr William Thompson of Gladstone Road, Edge Hill, Liverpool later his address was unknown then his friend Mr James Rodden of Boatman Station, Morven, Qld was chosen.  He signed and took the ‘Oath of Allegiance’ the same day.
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The departing volunteers were acknowledged in the Townsville Daily Bulletin on Tuesday January 9, 1917:

He was placed in the Unallotted Group for basic training at Enoggera camp, Brisbane, Qld as a Private until January 12 when he went to the 11th Depot Battalion until he took Home Leave from February 1 to February 7, 1917 and training concluded six days later.  From there he moved to the Miners’ Depot (1st Military District) to the end of the month and on March 1 was placed with the Miners’ Reinforcements.  On March 14 he was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Vic and assigned to the March, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number of 7222.  In preparation for departure his Will was noted to be lodged with John McKew, of ‘Mayo’ Hale Street, Petrie Terrace, Brisbane, Qld.  

He was admitted to Seymour Clearing Hospital on March 19 and treated for Rheumatism and released to duty on March 26, 1917.  On May 3, 1917 a Warrant for his arrest was issued and on May 21 he was back in training.

The Reinforcements of 167 members embarked on HMAT A32 Themistocles from Melbourne, Victoria on August 4, 1917.  The voyage across the Pacific was rough and stormy for several days causing sea sickness on board.  As the ship entered the Tropics it became very hot.  Colon, Panama was reached on August 31, 1917 and during the unavoidable eight day delay very heavy rain and muggy conditions were endured.  The transport docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia on September 18, 1917 and three days later left to experience good weather across the Atlantic arriving in Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917 after a fifty nine day voyage.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth, England and marched in to No. 1 & 3 Details camp at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France via Southampton on November 22 and marched into the Aust General Base Depot the next day.  Two days later they went to the Aust Corps Depot and on November 27, 1917 Sapper Thompson was taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field.

Blue Chevrons were noted for him to wear on his uniform for twelve months service.

He went sick on February 15, 1918 to the 2nd Canadian Field Ambulance and transferred to the 6th Casualty Clearing Station the following day.  He was sent to the 26th General Hospital at Etaples on February 17 and the appeared before a Medical Board on March 1, 1918.  He left for Rouelles on March 7 returning to the A.G.B.D. until March 24, 1918 when he was transferred to England and marched in to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth with the disability class BIII the next day.

He appeared before a medical board at No. 2 C.D. on March 27 and his Statement of Case is as follows:



Age & Occupation:
45 years and prospector



Disability:

Premature Senility



Origin of Disability:
Pre-existing



Place of Disability:
Australia



Essential Facts:
Felt well before he went to France Nov. 1917. Felt well then until






Attack of Bronchitis in Feb. 1917.  Went to hospital Etaples for 2/52






then to Base Boarded and returned to England.



Attributed by:

Aggravated by active service.  Exposure & strain.



Present condition:
Age 45 looks older.






Cough and pain in chest. Dyspnoea.  Chest Emphysematous.






B.P. Weak.  Rales [wheezing] at Bases.



Recommendation:
Permanently unfit for General and Home service.



Dated:


29/3/1918.  

At Littlemoor camp on March 28 a Kit Inspection took place and the next day was issued these articles:

Universal Kit Bag, Brushes – Shaving, Hair & Tooth, Comb, Razor & Case, Singlet, Woollen Socks, Towel, Sea Kit Bag, Comforter Cap and two Identity Discs with cord.

On April 1, 1918 these items were withdrawn from his Kit at Littlemoor camp:


Mess Tin and Cover, Water Bottle and Carrier, Haversack, Pack, 2 Supporting Straps.

His putties were replaced as unserviceable on April 4, 1918 and he was issued with a Holdall and Housewife for his Kit.

Sapper Thompson embarked from Liverpool, Eng for Australia for discharge on board the Hospital carrier Suevic on April 21, 1918.  The ship arrived in Melbourne, Vic on June 7, 1918 and he left for Brisbane, Qld soon after.

[image: image2.jpg]


Noted in the Unit Diary for the 3rd Tunnelling Company he is mentioned in the following War Report:

The Queenslander on Saturday June 1, 1918 gave notice of those returning home:

On June 9 he entered the 6th Aust General Hospital at Kangaroo Point, Brisbane and went before a medical board which found he was overage and suffering bronchio-emphysema and recommended military discharge on June 22 releasing him from hospital on June 25, 1918.  His incapacity would affect his ability to work by ¼ % for six months and sent him to the Staff Officer of Returned or Invalid Soldiers (S.O.I.&R.S.)

Military Discharge was granted due to premature senility rendering him medically unfit for service on July 10, 1918.  He was eligible for a pension from the next day.

On September 12 of that year Base Records received a letter from Jonathan Conalty of Prospect View, Weston, Runcorn, Cheshire, Eng who wrote requesting the address of his brother Charles Thompson who had been gassed and referred the letter to the S.O.I.&R.S. (2nd M.D.)  They returned a memo dated November 2, 1918 stating that they had no record of him being discharged on that date in the 2nd Military district.  On November 7 Base Records replied to Mr Conalty advising that his brother had returned to Australia on June 7, 1918 as medically unfit and discharged from the A.I.F. on July 10, 1918.  They had no record of him being gassed and his present whereabouts was unknown to their office.  They requested he communicate with the Assistant Adjutant General at the address given to see if they had the information.  The A.A.G. in Brisbane was also advised of their reply.

The Major of the S.O.I.&R.S. (1st M.D.) replied to Base Records on November 29, 1918 advising them that Mr Conalty had been advised that the last known address of his brother was at 319 Ann Street, Brisbane, Qld.

Sapper 7222 Charles Benjamin Thompson, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (31034) and the Victory Medal (29358) for serving his country.

Charles passed away on May 19, 1921 in Queensland and his service is commemorated in the Garden of Remembrance at Pinnaroo Lawn Cemetery at Bridgeman Downs, Brisbane, Qld on Wall 3, Row G.
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On 21.4.18, the following embarked for Australia:-


	2848  Spr  Wall, E.  			5775  Spr  Mackey, J.


	5842    “    Stewart, R.			5985    “    Barry, L.  


	7222    “    Thompson, C.B.





NORTHERN VOLUNTEERS


Eighteen volunteers left by the Bingera on Monday night for Brisbane to join Enoggera camp, their names and districts being as under:-


Townsville: Edward James Dallow, Charles Laurence Doran, David James Ford, Michael Hoolihan, Patrick McKenna, Maurice John Ridley, Martin Joseph Ryan, Charles Benjamin Thompson.                


Abridged to Townsville only.





SOLDIERS’ COMING HOME


LIST “E”


The following have been listed for return to Australia, and are actually en route from abroad.  No further information can be supplied, excepting the approximate time of arrival, which will be published in the Press before disembarkation. The list is cabled, and is therefore open to correction:


[Listed] 7222 Spr C.B. Thompson, Tnrls.








