SAPPER ARTHUR GEORGE THOMAS
2483 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Waratah, Tasmania was the birthplace of Arthur George Thomas on 29 May, 1890 the son of George Leslie (died 1901) and Esther Amelia (nee Burgoyne died 1913) Thomas.  
As a fourteen-year-old he appeared before the City Police Court on a stealing charge which was reported in the: 
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Three years later he was before the Criminal Court on an unlawful wounding charge and mentioned in the Police Gazette as follows:
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In 1913 he was in trouble again with the following:


He married in 1914 to Olive May Mitchell in Launceston and they had two children.
At the recruiting depot in Launceston (6th Military District) on 15 February, 1916 the twenty-five-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 163cms (5ft 8¼ins) tall, weighing 75.5kgs (166lbs) with a chest expansion of 92-99cms (36-39ins) with a medium complexion, good vision in his blue eyes and brown hair.  Church of England was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Olive May Thomas of Freeland’s Estate, West Tamar and later 83 Galvin Street, Launceston and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  

He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance at Claremont camp on 27 February, 1916.
Acknowledgment to the volunteers was published in the:


He was allotted to the No. 3 Company of the Miners Corps.

It is not recorded when the eleven volunteers from Tasmania travelled to Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW to join the seventy-eight from New South Wales, forty Victorians, forty-three West Australians, six Queenslanders and two South Australians who were brought together to make up the 2nd Reinforcements. His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2483.  

The Reinforcements consisting of 3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks (180 members) embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 31, 1916 on the transport HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.  The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  The Star of Victoria departed the next day for Port Said and spent the day in port May 5, 1916.  From the Suez the men were transported to Alexandria where they were transhipped to the City of Edinburgh leaving on May 5 for the crossing to France.  They arrived at Marseilles on May 17 and were entrained to Aust General Base Depot at Etaples marching in on June 1, 1916.

On 23 June, 1916 was attached for duty with the 3rd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on 30 September, 1916.
He was a recipient of gifts of comfort from the Kalgoorlie Women’s Club and they signed a letter of thanks which was reprinted in the:


Went sick to the 73rd Field Ambulance on 8 March, 1917 with mumps then sent to the 7 General Hospital at St Omer until moved to the 4th Stationary Hospital in Arques.  Sapper was discharged to his unit on 30 March, 1917.

Mrs Olive Thomas advised Base Records of her new address care of Mrs Trengrove, 146 Leicester Street, Carlton, Vic on 24 September, 1917 and later her address of 24 Faraday Street, Carlton.

Went for treatment of dental caries at the 18 Casualty Clearing Station on 29 October, 1917 moving to the 58th C.C.S. and discharged to duty on 6 November.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

On May, 1918 went sick with fever to the 23rd Casualty Clearing Station then conveyed on Ambulance Train no.34 two days later to the 7th General Hospital in Etaples.  Four days on was transferred to the 6th Convalescent Depot N.Y.D. (not diagnosed yet – fever) and discharged to the medical board at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles on May 10.  Marched out for his unit three days later and re-joined on May 22.

Further comfort gifts were received from the Goldfield Ladies and all signed the thank-you letter in appreciation and reprinted in the:  
Mrs Olive Thomas wrote to Base Records on 24 May, 1918 changing her address from 24 Faraday Street, Carlton to 256 Elgin Street, Carlton.

Leave was granted and taken from 13th to 27th August and returned to duty two days later.

He went sick to the 47th Field Ambulance on 5 September with disorder of dentition and moved to the 22nd Casualty Clearing Station admitted with dental caries.  On 13 September was transferred to the 12 Stationary Hospital with loss of teeth and returned to duty on 19 September.
He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

He went for treatment of Herpes (shingles) to the 51st Casualty Clearing Station on 30 December, 1918 then transferred on Ambulance Train no.16 to the 26th General Hospital on New Year’s Day 1919 and discharged to the No. 3 Employment Base Depot on 7 January.  Left there on 8 January and re-joined his unit on January 16.
On 5 February, 1919 orders were received to report to the Aust General Base Depot and left there for England crossing on February 21 and marched into the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery at Heytesbury the next day.  On 19 March arrived at the 2nd Training Brigade at Codford to await their voyage home.

After demobilisation Sapper Thomas embarked from Devonport, England on 19 April, 1919 on board H.T. Sardinia.  Base Records advised his wife on 7 May that he was returning home.  His name appeared in the lists of soldiers returning home published in the:


The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 8 June, 1919 with news of their arrival reported in the:



Sapper appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at the Sturt Street Depot, Melbourne where he was classed A1 Fit and Dentally Fit for discharge to which he signed in agreeance.
Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 23 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

He went to his family at 256 Elgin Street, Carlton.

For serving his country Sapper 2483 Arthur George Thomas, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (38039) and the Victory Medal (37660). 

The War Medal was collected from Victoria Barracks, Melbourne on 5 July, 1921 and the Victory Medal on 19 April, 1923.

On 18 October, 1923 the 6th Military District replied to a memorandum from Base Records for the address of the ex-soldier Arthur George Thomas in connection with a Nearest Female Relative Badge handed in.  They identified that this badge had been issued to Mrs Olive May Thomas on behalf of her husband and as this soldier was finalised in the 3rd Military District, Headquarters may be in a position to supply a later address.

At Victoria Barracks, Melbourne Base Records wrote to Mrs O.M. Thomas at 256 Elgin Street, Carlton on 27 October, 1923 informing that her Nearest Female Relative Badge No. 147620 issued to her on behalf of the services of her husband was handed in to their office by Mr Westgarth, Cashier, Lands Department, Melbourne.  As it was desired to dispose of the same the writer would be glad to know if this address was her correct address.

Mrs Thomas answered on 8 November, 1923 that she had lost her badge some time ago and she believed the one that Mr Westgarth had so kindly given in to be hers.  Her address was 256 Elgin Street, Carlton.
Base Records wrote again on 16 November, 1923 informing that the Nearest Female Badge was to be forwarded by separate registered post to her and to kindly acknowledge receipt.  A memo on the carbon copy of the letter says the badge was handed over to Mr Goding for registered dispatch.

In 1931 their address was 14 Bayview Street, Newmarket with his occupation of labourer.  In 1967 they had moved to Flat 1, 55 Churchill Avenue, Ascot Vale, and retired.
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Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Friday May 16, 1902:


CITY POLICE COURT


Arthur George Thomas, 14 years of age, was presented on a charge of stealing sevenpence from one of the meters belonging to the Launceston Gas Company, and remanded till Tuesday next.





Tasmanian News (Hobart) Friday September, 1905:


CRIMINAL SITTINGS


At the Criminal Court today Justice McIntyre presiding.


Arthur George Thomas, a boy, was found guilty of unlawfully wounding, and was sentenced to three years in the Training School.





Tasmanian Police Gazettes 1905:


CONVICTED


THOMAS, Arthur George	


Where tried:		Launceston, Tas


When:			31 Aug, 1905


Offence:			Shooting and wounding with intent


Sentence:		3 years Training School


Native Place:		Tasmania


Age:			16


Height:			5ft 1½


Remarks:		Small mark back of left hand, small scar right forearm, small tattoo mark inside right forearm			Both wrists, discoloured 3 scars right knee, 3 scars left knee. 





Daily Post (Hobart) Friday May 2, 1913:


BREACH OF TRAFFIC BY-LAWS


Arthur George Thomas and Reginald Bryant pleaded guilty to having driven horses over an intersection at too fast a pace.  They were each fined 5/ and costs: 						Article abridged





Examiner Friday March 3, 1916:


ENTERED CAMP


The undermentioned men joined the Claremont camp on the 27th ultimo:


A.T. Thomas										Article abridged





Spr Arthur George Thomas
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Contributed by Staying Out of Time 26/5/2019





Western Argus Tuesday February 27, 1917:


COMFORTS IN TRENCHES


The secretary of the Goldfields Women’s Club, Mrs R.M. Jordan, has received the following letter of thanks written in the Firing Line, France on Dec 8 by Sergt Fred Thompson:


“I have again to thank you on behalf of my Relief and myself for gifts from the Goldfields Women’s Club.  They were distributed this morning by Corporal P. McKenzie, and the signatures of the receivers are attached.  I am writing this right up in the firing line, with shells bursting all round the dugouts, so you will please excuse pencil and hurried note.”


The undermentioned signature of men who received gifts were attached— A.G. Thomas,	 Article abridged





Sun (Kalgoorlie) Sunday May 19, 1918:


Mrs R.M. Jordan, the secretary of the No. 1 Tunnellers Trench Comforts Committee, has received the following list of names of soldiers who have received parcels sent by the committee—A.G. Thomas,    Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Thursday May 22, 1919:


PER H.T. SARDINIA


Spr A.G. Thomas, 3rd Tunn. C. Launceston						      Article abridged





Advocate (Burnie) Friday May 23, 1919:


COMING HOME – TROOPS PER SARDINIA


The following Australian troops are listed to return to Australia:


Spr. A.G. Thomas, Launceston								Article abridged





Age (Melbourne) Monday June 9, 1919:


OVER 1000 TROOPS RETURN – FIVE TRANSPORT DURING WEEK-END


Yesterday was a record day for the military authorities at the Sturt-street depot.  Over 1000 troops were disembarked during the day from no fewer transports.


Contd.





continues


The majority had been dealt with by the time the Sardinia berthed about 2.15 p.m., also at the new pier.  There was no shortages of motor vehicles and the whole of the 365 Victorians and 60 Tasmanians who landed were transported speedily to the depot.


Tasmanian troops were, as usual, accommodated in the Domain camp.				Article abridged 





Arthur George Thomas passed away on 2 July, 1971 aged 81 years.  Cremation took place at the Altona crematorium, Hobson’s Bay and a plaque of remembrance is located in the Court of Memories, section L1, Row A at position 79.  There is a plaque in the Court of Remembrance.





Mrs Olive Thomas died on 24 July, 1989 and her grave is in the presbyterian portion E of Fawkner Memorial Park in grave 3673.





Plaque in Court of Memories, Altona Cemetery, Vic
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