SAPPER GEORGE TAYLOR
297 – Mining Corps

George Taylor stated he was born in Yorkshire, England in 1886 the son of William Taylor.  The family came to Australia and his father was living at Corrimal, New South Wales in 1915 while George was working as a miner in Queensland.

At the Central District Recruiting Depot in Toowoomba, Qld on 1 October, 1915 the twenty-nine-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 163cms (5ft 4ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest measurement of 95cms (37½ins) and had a medium complexion with brown eyes and brown hair.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father William Taylor of Corrimal, NSW.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken the same day. 

Basic training commenced at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane until sent to the Mining Corps at Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW on 28 October, 1915 to train with other recruits from across Australia as a Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 297 in No. 1 Company of the Corps.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

Sapper Taylor did not embark.

On 6 March, 1918 Base Records enquired in a memo to the 1st Military District that according to their records this soldier enlisted in the 1st Military District and embarked from Sydney on the transport Ulysses on 20/2/16 but failed to re-embark at Fremantle on 8 March, 1916.  No further information on his movements has been received and would be obliged as to whether he subsequently sailed and if so, what unit.  Records also sent the same memo to 5th Military District.
The 5th Military District replied on 3 April, 1918 on 19th Ultimo stating this man has not yet been apprehended in this district.

He was ineligible for any war service medals as he did not leave Australia to serve abroad in any theatre of war.
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