 SECOND CORPORAL BENJAMIN DAVID SWEETLAND

3683 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Tenterfield, New South Wales was the birthplace of Benjamin David Sweetland on 25 September, 1861 the son of Charles Henry and Anne Jane (nee Dickson) Sweetland.  His father died in 1902.

He studied to become a solicitor and admitted to practice in the State in February, 1885 and his name was published in the:
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He was a candidate in the local election in Junee, NSW in 1894 and elected with results published in the:
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He left his business to enlist for the Boer War in South Africa with the 1st Australian Horse Regiment, which began as a Volunteer Militia Unit with detachments in various rural townships of NSW giving them excellent horsemen.  His rank was Trooper with the regimental number 1039 and was listed in the:

Two contingents left for South Africa, the second one was larger and consisted of five officers and 102 other ranks with 121 horses and called the service squadron.  They embarked from Sydney on 17 January, 1900 on board the transport Surry arriving at Cape Town on 23 February and joined the first contingent in March at Cape Colony.  Joined the Royal Scots Greys on 6 March taking part the next day in the Battle of Poplar Grove, then Driefontein and Bloemfontein and present at actions at Karee Siding, Sannas Post and Evan’s Farm.
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In his letter to a friend in Junee described the pastoral areas of these districts he saw and reprinted in the:


Unfortunately, Trooper Sweetland contracted Enteric Fever (Typhoid) and was invalided home disembarking on 13 September, 1900 and returned to Junee where he was welcomed and reported in the:

In December, 1900 he returned to South Africa and was with the Remount Service for a time.
He was part owner of a gold mining lease with payments due advertised in the:

He wrote home the following year of his duties with the Remount Service which was reported in the:

Later received a commission of Lieutenant with the South African Irregular Forces (SAMIF) and was Officer Commanding the Remounts, Malmsbury until peace was declared and his time expired.  In July, 1902 was sent on a special mission by Colonel Haig through the districts of the Dutch population for the view of ascertaining a peaceful attitude.

In January, 1903 he returned to New South Wales remaining until May, 1904 leaving to take horses to Manila.  From there travelled to Java, Rangoon and Calcutta and returned to Australia.  In 1905 he took a consignment of horses to Japan for the Japanese Government and revisited Manila later that year then returned to NSW.  
While on a station property in October, 1905 a discovery of tin was made and he took an interest in this until the end of 1906.

In May, 1908 he while residing at Wyalong, NSW applied to return to practising as a solicitor to the Full Court of NSW and this was granted.  His adventures over the preceding years recorded in the:


During 1909 he married Annie Margaret Wootten.  They resided in Tenterfield until the following was announced in the:

At the recruiting depot in Victoria Barracks, Sydney on 2 March, 1916 the forty-three-year-old married clerk applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 175cms (5ft 10ins) tall, weighing 66kgs (146lbs) with a chest expansion of 86-94cms (34-37ins) having a dark complexion and dark brown hair and his blue eyes tested to fair eyesight in his left eye and very poor vision in the right one.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Military Service during the Boer War was given as three years and transfer 1st Aust Horse & 1st Lieutenant O.C. Commanding Remount Malmsbury C.C. until time expired.  Dental treatment was required.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Annie Margaret Sweetland of 121 Raglan Street, Mosman, NSW and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance at Bathurst on March 3.
Basic training commenced with the Depot Battalion Bathurst from March 3 to March 15 when allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company in the rank of Sapper.  On 1 April was to be Acting 2nd Corporal until May 16 then appointed rank of 2nd Corporal at Rosebery Park, Sydney.

The recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park which was reported in the:  


The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  

The Non-Commissioned Officers were photographed before embarkation and published in the:


The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  
The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 20 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot the next day and was attached on 25 August to the 1st Tunnelling Company.

He reported sick on 11 January, 1917 and sent to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station with piles and tubercule (suspected TB) and conveyed on Ambulance Train no. 18 to Boulogne being admitted to the 6th Command Depot with piles.  On 22 February was admitted to the 26th General Hospital at Etaples with age and myalgia (muscular pain) until 4 March, 1917 when invalided to England on the hospital ship Stad Antwerpen leaving Calais and admitted to the Dover Military Hospital with age and rheumatism arriving the following day at the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.
2nd Corporal Sweetland embarked for discharge in Australia for a change and overage on 8 April, 1917 on board H.T. Barambah.  Base Records would have advised his wife he was returning home.  News of his return was published in the:


The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 9 June, 1917 and the New South Wales soldiers returned to Sydney by special train arriving on 10 June.  

Victoria Barracks forwarded to Base Records documents relating to his medical records for discharge on 30 June, 1917 advising this took place on 12 July, 1917 in consequence of medical unfitness after he returned on 10 June, 1917.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 12 July, 1917 as medically unfit with disability – overage.

The British War Medal (48024) and the Victory Medal (46878) were issued to Second Corporal Benjamin David Sweetland, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

Base Records prepared a Statement of his Service on 19 July, 1922 for the Repatriation Commission in Sydney. 

His wife petitioned for a divorce to the Court which was granted and announced in the:


In 1930 he was listed as a gardener at 91 Raglan Street, Mosman.

The following was published on his family in the:


In 1933 he was a solicitor at 91 Raglan Street, Mosman and by 1936 was at 1 Francis Street, Hunters Hill with the same occupation.
He wrote to Base Records from 1 Francis Street, Hunters Hill on 2 May, 1938 asking if he could have a duplicate copy of his discharge as the old one having been lost.  Base Records sent their circular and Statutory Declaration on 4 May for completion by him.  
He declared on the 6 May, 1938 that the circumstances in which the loss occurred was owing to different changes of residence since the issue thereof I have lost so many papers including the said Certificate and was not in the hands of any other person.
A Statement of his Service was forwarded to him on 12 May, 1938 from Base Records.
Benjamin David Sweetland passed away on 1 March, 1940 at Mosman aged 79 years.  Announcement was made in the:


Interment took place in the Anglican Section of Macquarie Park Cemetery within row S10 in grave no. 69.
The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested from Base Records a copy of his service records which were forwarded on 17 May, 1940.

His former wife Annie Margaret Sweetland died on 20 November, 1955 aged 78 years.  Her grave is in the Lawn portion of Macquarie Park Cemetery in row 6, plot 6.
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Evening News (Sydney) Saturday February 28, 1885:


NEW ADMISSION


The following solicitors were admitted—Benjamin David Sweetland			Article abridged








Sydney Mail and New South Wales Advertiser Saturday March 17, 1894:


JUNEE


March 12.


At the municipal election Benjamin David Sweetland polled 158 votes, and Arthur A. Devlin 91 votes, the former being elected.





New South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney) Tuesday March 20, 1894:


BOROUGH OF JUNEE


NOTICE is hereby given that Benjamin David Sweetland has been elected an Alderman of the Borough of Junee, vice L. Maloney, resigned.									


T.C. HUMPHRYS


16TH March, 1894									Returning Officer





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday January 17, 1900:


PERSONNEL OF THE THIRD CONTINGENT – 1ST AUSTRALIAN HORSE


Trooper B.D. Sweetland									Article abridged





Wagga Wagga Advertiser Thursday September 13, 1900:


TROOPER SWEETLAND


Trooper B.D. Sweetland, of Junee, in a letter to Mr D. M’Glede, “Rosedale,” Wantabadgery, thus speaks of the pastoral prospects of the Orange River Colony—


“My opinion is that it is a first-rate place for cattle and sheep.  Horses, of course, do well.  The grass, especially north of Bloemfontein, and between there and Kroonstad, is of excellent quality.  Of the rivers, of course, the great difficulty is water, but as in Australia that can be conserved in tanks.  The soil is rich and chocolate color, and looks read good wheat growing country.  


	Cont’d





Continues:


Maize grows well, as do pumpkins and melons of all sorts, in fact, all kinds of vegetables.  There are no trees at all, no grubbing to be done, therefore.  Freehold land can be bought at from 8s to 10s per acre.  		


There is always a good for stock at Kimberley.  The usual price for fat bullocks at 10a head, and from 10s to 20s for sheep.  The trucking rate per mile is almost the same as her (Australia).  Lucerne grows well, and would of course be a great stand-by in case of droughts, which are not nearly as bad here as in Australia, for the country is not so overstocked.  The breed of sheep is very bad.  I have seen both them and goats running together, and black and white sheep.  The great drawback is the rinderpest, but this is dying out, and does not effect sheep.  The locusts come in such swarms as to simply darken the sun . . . . . .The Basutos are great workers.  I was watching them unload a train at the Vet River, and the way they carried the four-bushel bags of oats from the trucks to the bullock waggon astonished me.  They would put the bags end up on the back of their necks, and carry them balanced there without touching them with their hands.  A real good circus trick, but they think nothing of it.”





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday September 19, 1900:


THE RETURNING SOLDIERS 


JUNEE, Tuesday


Trooper Benjamin D. Sweetland, of the 1st Australian Horse, formerly Mayor of Junee, who has been invalided from South Africa, arrived to-day, and was officially received by the Mayor (Alderman Benjamin) and the other aldermen.





Gundagai Times, Tumut, Albury and Murrumbidgee District Advertiser Friday February 15, 1901:


GOLD MINING LEASES


The following gold and mineral leases due were in force with many districts for the half year ended December, 1900:


157 Edward Gallagher, John Mitchell, Charles Butler and Benjamin David Sweetland, area 5 acres over pgl, portion 3, County of Wellington, parish of Cooper.





Albury Banner and Wodonga Express: Friday May 3, 1901:


MISCELLANEOUS


A communication from Mr B.D. Sweetland stated that he now holds a responsible position of South Africa as a valuator and buyer of horses for the army.





Barrier Miner (Broken Hill) - Saturday May 16, 1908:


 A LAWYER SOLDIER 


SOLICITOR ASKS FOR LEAVE – TO RESUME PRACTICE


On Wednesday last week, Mr Windeyer applied to the Full Court that Benjamin David Sweetland, of Wyalong, solicitor, should be allowed to resume the practice of his profession.  The facts stated by the applicant in his affidavit disclosed an adventurous career, extending over some years.  He said he was admitted as solicitor of the State on February, 1885, and carried on business until 1900, when he enlisted in the regiment of First Australian Horse, and was sent with the service squadron of that regiment to South Africa.  During the early portion of the war he served as a trooper with his squadron, attached to the Scots Greys, with the First Cavalry Brigade, but in September, 1900, he was invalided home. Suffering from enteric fever.  In December of the same year, however, he returned to the seat of war, and was for some time engaged in connection with the Imperial Remount service.  He afterwards received a commission as lieutenant in the Imperial Regiment of irregulars known as “the South African Irregular Forces.”  In July, 1902, after peace was declared he was sent by Colonel Haig, chief staff officer to General Sir J.D.P. French, on a special mission through Namaqualand and Busmanland with a view of ascertaining the attitude peaceful or otherwise, of the Dutch population of those districts.  He returned to New South Wales in January, 1903, and remained there until May of the following year, when he went to Manila in charge of horses and subsequently visited Java, Rangoon and Calcutta and in 1905 he took a consignment of horses to Japan for the Japanese Government.  During the same year he revisited Manila.  Returning to the State in October, 1905, a discovery of tin was made near a station where he was temporarily stopping, and he worked there until the end of 1906, when he abandoned his interest.  He now intended to practise his profession.


The application was granted.





Western Herald - Saturday February 11, 1911:


WELCOME


Mr B.D. Sweetland, Solicitor, recently of Tenterfield (New England) who arrived here on Tuesday night last, has accepted the management of the Bourke Practice of Messrs Biddulph and Salenger, Solicitors, in the place of Mr A.E. Page who is leaving the District.  We extend a hearty welcome to Mr Sweetland.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						Article abridged





2nd Corporal B.D. Sweetland identified as circled





Town and Country Journal (Sydney) Wednesday May 24, 1916:





Sun (Sydney) Saturday May 26, 1917:


COMING HOME – ANZACS FOR SYDNEY


The following sick and wounded soldiers, belonging to New South Wales, will arrive in Sydney shortly.


L-Corp. Benjamin David Sweetland							Article abridged





New South Wales Police Gazette and Weekly Record of Crime (Sydney) Wednesday March 5, 1919:


DESERTERS FROM THE MILITARY FORCES OF THE COMMONWEALTH


Vide Police Gazette 1919, page 95.


The Military warrant issued for the arrest of Benjamin David Sweetland, charged with desertion, has been cancelled.








Barrier Miner Friday May 23, 1924:


NEW SOUTH WALES – PITIFUL STORY IS TOLD IN DIVORCE PETITION


Sydney, Friday.





A pitiful tale was told by Mrs Annie Sweetland, of Mosman, who petitioned for a divorce yesterday from Benjamin David Sweetland, a city solicitor, on the grounds of habitual drunkenness and cruelty.  The petitioner said that her husband had been constantly drunk since his return from the war.  On one occasion he punched her and she had to maintain herself by conducting a kindergarten school.  Mr Justice Owen granted a decree nisi.  He said the petitioners’ story was a pitiful one.  Costs against the respondent were ordered.





Daily Advertiser (Wagga Wagga) Friday December 22, 1933:


A LINK WITH THE PAST


Old residents of Junee of over 80 years ago will remember the late B.D. Sweetland, a former Mayor and solicitor of Junee who went to the war and returned with a tiger.





In his rounds as Inspector of Schools, Inspector A.J. Dowd inspected a private institution in charge of Mrs B.D. Sweetland.  Her daughter, who is a B.A., was in charge of the same school and a son is in his third year in engineering at the Sydney University.  Mrs Sweetland and Mr Dowd chatted on Junee topics of past days.





Daily Advertiser (Wagga Wagga) Thursday December 28, 1933:


LINK WITH THE PAST – THE LATE B.D. SWEETLAND – STORY OF A TIGER


A correspondent writes: “Your paragraph in Friday’s issue in reference to the late B.D. Sweetland’s family takes my memory back.  The late B.D. Sweetland had a fine sense of humor.  A man of fine physique, he was presiding as Mayor at a political meeting in Doyle’s hall, Junee, long since demolished, when there was reported interruption from a person in the audience.  The chairman spoke to him, but the man did not desist.  Sweetland said “Will someone remove that man.”  No move was made to do so.  The chairman took off his coat, hung it on his chair, jumped off the platform threw the interrupter into the street, put his coat on, and went on with the business amid applause.





“Returning from the Boer War with William Gray, be brought home a tiger.  Though not a large one, it was as large as an Alsatian dog, and had a massive collar with a trace chain attached.  Sweetland got into trouble on board ship, trouble in Sydney, and trouble at the railway refreshment rooms, Junee, and he had his close friend, the late Frank Flynn, a cabman, decided to remove the tiger to the latter’s rooms in Broadway.  As the cab passed along the street the late “Bendy” Lund (a fine foot-runner in his day) jumped on the step of the cab for a ride, unaware as to what was inside.  The tiger snarled and spat at the intruder.  Lund fell in a swoon off the cam on to the roadway, much to the merriment of the cabman, Gray, and Sweetland.” 





Sydney Morning Herald Monday March 4, 1940:


DEATHS


SWEETLAND—March 1, 1940, at Mosman, Benjamin David Sweetland, solicitor, late of Junee.  Privately interred.





His grave in Macquarie Park Cemetery – photos sourced from Find-a-Grave website





Mrs Annie M. Sweetland’s grave in Macquarie Park Lawn cemetery


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website contributed by Jeff.








