SULLIVAN BROTHERS
SAPPER ERNEST EDMUND SULLIVAN

6717 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Moolort, Newstead, Victoria was the birthplace of Ernest Edmund Sullivan on 9 December, 1886 the son of Daniel James and Mary Jane (nee McGuinness) Sullivan.  From 1912 he is listed as a farmer at Moolort, Newstead then from 1914 as a labourer.
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At the recruiting depot at Castlemaine, Vic on 24 November, 1916 the almost thirty-year-old motor driver re-applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  He stated he had enlisted previously for two weeks but complications from a hammer toe ended his service.  Personal particulars taken describe him as 175cms (5ft 9ins) tall, weighing 65.4kgs (144lbs) with a chest expansion of 85-94cms (33½-37ins) and a dark complexion with blue eyes that tested to good vision and light brown hair.  Teeth were given 9/12 and had a scar on his back.  Religious faith was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was initially his mother Mary Jane Sullivan of Post Office, Newstead, Vic and later his father Daniel J. Sullivan of the same address.   The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken the same day.

Basic training commenced with the 1st Depot Battalion at Royal Park, Melbourne from December 1 for five days then moved to the Recruits Company until December 19 before moving back to Royal Park until 9 January, 1917 when allotted to the Miners Reinforcements and transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria joining the January, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His brother Sapper 6647 James Francis Sullivan had been transferred from Queensland to the same Reinforcements.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6717.

The Reinforcements consisting of 168 members departed Melbourne, Vic at 3 p.m. on January 17, 1917 on board the HMAT A5 RMS Omrah.  The mail ship arrived at 8 a.m. two days later at Adelaide, S.A. and headed off at 4 p.m. that afternoon.  It sailed into the West Australian port of Fremantle on January 21 where the Reinforcements were granted Day Leave ashore the next day before leaving on January 24, 1917.  The ship returned to Fremantle at 7 a.m. on February 1 and put out to sea again at 5 p.m. the next afternoon February 2.  Durban, South Africa was reached at 7 a.m. on February 16 and sailed at 6 p.m. the following evening.  The next port of call was Cape Town on February 20 arriving at 8 a.m. where two days later the men were granted Day Leave ashore until 11 p.m. on the 22nd before departing at 5 p.m. on February 24.  The sights of Sierra Leone were seen closely on March 9, 1917 as the vessel docked at 8 a.m. and after refuelling left at 7 a.m. on March 12, 1917.  The voyage concluded at Devonport on March 27, 1917 and the troops disembarked at Plymouth after 74 days at sea.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth marching into the Drafting Depot at Perham Downs camp for further training for the front.

On 14 April, 1917 the Reinforcements proceeded to France arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the following day.  Marched out on April 21 to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

Sapper was attached from Reinforcements to the 2nd Tunnelling Company on 17 May, 1917 and taken on strength on 13 July, 1917.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

The No. 2 Tunnelling Company was located at Ytres in February, 1918.
Sapper was wounded in action on 28 February, 1918 suffering the effects of a gas shell attack and taken to the 149th Field Ambulance moving to the 57th Field Ambulance.

The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company recorded the following for that period:

“28/2/18





No 1 Section camp again heavily bombarded, many direct hits on Shelters taking place.  Camp abandoned and men billeted in METZ.  38 cases of gassing.  Total to date from three bombardments 77 cases.  On account of these casualties the work in 2nd Div area being done by No. 1 Sec was stopped.

Weather wet. 

Unit Report:


“Casualties for the month were heavy and chiefly consisted of cases of gassing.  On the 26th and 27th the 

forward billets of No 1 Section were heavily shelled with gas shells causing 51 hospital cases.  So far none have been fatal.  The gas used was ‘Mustard Oil’ and it is considered that the majority of the cases 

were caused the days following the shelling, by the sun evaporating the liquid in shell holes etc.  The camp was abandoned.”

 A Report on the Gas Shelling Cases was written by Lieut. E.M. Tooth on 1 March, 1918 as follows:

“The forward camp (dugouts) occupied by No. 1 Section until the day of 1/3/18 is situate sheet  57c Q 16 c 1.2

The enemy bombarded with Gas shells this area and the wood opposite on evenings of the 25/26th 26/27th 28th /1 March

On the night 25/26th the shelling commenced approximately at 2 a.m. and lasted until 4.15 a.m.

With the exception of one sapper no one complained of the effects of gas until some considerable time afterwards.  This sapper was in his dugout when same was knocked down by a direct hit from a gas shell, this occurring during the first salvo or two into the Quarry

Shortly after the bombardment no trace of gas in the vicinity of dugouts could be noticed, but at isolated points on the ridge East and North of the Quarry there was evidence of gas 24 hours later.

Box respirators were inspected as men left each day to go on shift and in every instance found to be O.K. Gas helmet drill was last carried out on 22/2/18.

The same precautions were taken on the evenings of 26th/27th/28th /1st March.

The camp was abandoned on the 28th owing to the danger of further shelling and the gas hanging around this area.

Judging by the times that the men were effected by gas it would appear that with the exception of one sapper that the actual gassing took place some 18 to 24 hours after bombardment either in the vicinity of the camp or whilst proceeding over the gas shelled ridge East of the Quarry to their work.

1/3/18







E.M. Tooth Lieut.”
On 2 March, 1918 Sapper was transferred to the 47th General Hospital at Le Treport until March 7 when invalided to England on the hospital ship St Denis entering the General and Red Cross Hospital in Chelmsford a day later for further treatment of gas shell poisoning causing bronchitis.
His mother was regretfully advised on 11 March, 1918 by Base Records that her son had been reported wounded by gas and stated his address for correspondence.

Was discharged to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford on March 19 moving to the No.3 Command Depot at Hurdcott on March 27, 1918.

His name was among those listed in the 387th Casualty List published in the:

Base Records further notified his mother on 11 April, 1918 of his admittance to hospital in England on 8/3/18 suffering from the effects of gas poisoning.  His address for correspondence was included.
Classed with B1a4 debility marched out to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on 6 June, 1918 remained there until 13 July then sent to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill.  Was reported AWL on 26 July, 1918 returning on July 28.
Military Discipline was issued as follows:



Crime:

Sandhill AWL from 0001 hrs 26/7/18 to 0840 hrs 28/7/18



Forfeits:
3 day’s pay by Major Devonshire 30/7/18


Total forfeiture:
6 day’s pay

Proceeded to France on 1 August, 1918 from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles the next day and left to re-join his unit returning on August 8.

Sapper was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 9 April, 1919 to return to the Aust Infantry Base Depot and left there for England the next day disembarking at Southampton and marching into the No. 6 camp at Sutton Veny to await their voyage home.
After demobilisation Sapper Sullivan embarked for Australia on 4 July, 1919 on board H.T. Norman.  Base records advised his mother on 1 August that he was returning home.
His name was one of the soldiers returning published in the:

The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 18 August, 1919.
Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 25 September, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

He returned to Newstead, Vic and worked as a labourer.

The British War Medal (62132) and the Victory Medal (62794) were issued to wear to Sapper 6717 Ernest Edmund Sullivan, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

These medals were not collected at the designated barracks and were returned to Base Records on 10 may, 1923.  The Medals Section wrote to the last address of his next-of-kin on 1 February, 1924 trying to trace him and he completed their request for his medals on 4 March, 1924 to be sent to him at Kerang Post Office.  
His medals were dispatched to him by registered post (5983) on 25 March, 1924.

He married on 25 August, 1925 at Kerang, Vic to Dora Peacock and took up residence at Albert Street, Kerang where he worked as a postal linesman.  He was appointed as a Junior Mechanic with the Postmaster-General’s Department in 1926.

News of his appointment was published in the: 


In 1926 the couple were at Grey Street, Swan Hill with his occupation as mechanic and a year later were residing at 47 Bridport Street, Albert Park, Melbourne with the same occupation.  From 1928 they were at 2 Ann Street, Geelong West.

Base Records received a request from the Melbourne branch of the Repatriation Commission for a copy of his service records and forwarded this on 11 June, 1929.
In 1936 they were at 19 Thompson Street, Belmont, Geelong remaining listed until 1948.
He retired in December, 1946 with the retirement published in the:


Their listing in 1949 was 16 Sutherland Road, S.E.3 Armadale with the occupation as electrician but changed to 2 Thomas Street, Noble Park with no occupation.  In 1967 home was at Donald Road, Langwarrin.

Ernest Edmund Sullivan passed away at Maryborough, Victoria on 11 April, 1972 aged 86 years.  Interment took place in the Church of England Bolingbroke Lawn section of Springvale Botanical Cemetery within Row 9 in grave no.37.  His grave is marked “In perpetuity for all time.”
His brother also served.

SAPPER JAMES FRANCIS SULLIVAN

6647 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

James Francis Sullivan was born in 1886 in Moolort, Newstead, Victoria the son of Daniel James and Mary Jane (McGuinness) Sullivan.  During his early years he worked as a farmer with his family.  Military experience was gained from three years with the Infantry until he left of his own accord.
At the recruiting depot in Brisbane, Queensland (1st Military District) the single thirty-two-year-old painter applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination on 13 September, 1916.  Attestation Forms were completed and describe him further as 177cms (5ft 9½ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37ins) and had a dark complexion with good vision in his brown eyes and had brown hair.  Distinctive marks were four vaccination scars on his left arm and a scar on his side.  He required dental treatment.  Faith was Roman Catholic.  
Next-of-kin nominated was firstly his mother Mrs Mary Sullivan of Newstead, Castlemaine, Vic then changed to his father Mr Daniel Sullivan of Post Office, Newstead, Vic.  He took and signed the Oath of Enlistment the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane from September 19 to 25 October, 1916 then allotted to the Miners’ Depot (1st M.D.).  
He signed a Statutory Declaration not to take Final Home Leave in Brisbane but to take it in the 3rd Military District and did not wish to return to the 1st or 2nd Military Districts.  

On 4 November was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria joining the January, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His brother Sapper 6617 Ernest Edmund Sullivan had also joined and allotted to the same Reinforcements on 11 January, 1917.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6647.
The Reinforcements consisting of 168 members departed Melbourne, Vic at 3 p.m. on January 17, 1917 on board the HMAT A5 RMS Omrah.  The mail ship arrived at 8 a.m. two days later at Adelaide, S.A. and headed off at 4 p.m. that afternoon.  It sailed into the West Australian port of Fremantle on January 21 where the Reinforcements were granted Day Leave ashore the next day before leaving on January 24, 1917.  

He was to be Voyage Only Corporal from 24 January, 1917 but reverted to Sapper on 1 February, 1917.

The ship returned to Fremantle at 7 a.m. on February 1 and put out to sea again at 5 p.m. the next afternoon February 2.  Durban, South Africa was reached at 7 a.m. on February 16 and sailed at 6 p.m. the following evening.  The next port of call was Cape Town on February 20 arriving at 8 a.m. where two days later the men were granted Day Leave ashore until 11 p.m. on the 22nd before departing at 5 p.m. on February 24.  

While at sea in troopship order No. 43 he was appointed to be Acting Corporal with extra duty pay from 28 February, 1917.

The sights of Sierra Leone were seen closely on March 9, 1917 as the vessel docked at 8 a.m. and after refuelling left at 7 a.m. on March 12, 1917.  The voyage concluded at Devonport on March 27, 1917 and the troops disembarked at Plymouth after 74 days at sea.  
The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth and marched into the Drafting Depot at Perham Downs camp for further training for the front.  The same day reverted to the rank of Sapper.

The Reinforcement proceeded to France on 14 April, 1917 from Folkstone arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the following day.

On 21 April was appointed to Acting E.D.P. Sergeant and marched out to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  Reverted to Sapper on 17 May.
The same day was attached from Reinforcements to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on 13 July, 1917.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

The No. 2 Tunnelling Company was located at Ytres in February, 1918.

Sapper was wounded in action on 28 February, 1918 suffering the effects of a gas shell attack and taken to the 149th Field Ambulance moving to the 57th Field Ambulance.

The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company recorded the following for that period:

“28/2/18





No 1 Section camp again heavily bombarded, many direct hits on Shelters taking place.  Camp abandoned and men billeted in METZ.  38 cases of gassing.  Total to date from three bombardments 77 cases.  On account of these casualties the work in 2nd Div area being done by No. 1 Sec was stopped.

Weather wet. 

Unit Report:


“Casualties for the month were heavy and chiefly consisted of cases of gassing.  On the 26th and 27th the 

forward billets of No 1 Section were heavily shelled with gas shells causing 51 hospital cases.  So far none have been fatal.  The gas used was ‘Mustard Oil’ and it is considered that the majority of the cases 

were caused the days following the shelling, by the sun evaporating the liquid in shell holes etc.  The camp was abandoned.”

 A Report on the Gas Shelling Cases was written by Lieut. E.M. Tooth on 1 March, 1918 as follows:

“The forward camp (dugouts) occupied by No. 1 Section until the day of 1/3/18 is situate sheet 57c Q 16 c 1.2

The enemy bombarded with Gas shells this area and the wood opposite on evenings of the 25/26th 26/27th 28th /1 March

On the night 25/26th the shelling commenced approximately at 2 a.m. and lasted until 4.15 a.m.

With the exception of one sapper no one complained of the effects of gas until some considerable time afterwards.  This sapper was in his dugout when same was knocked down by a direct hit from a gas shell, this occurring during the first salvo or two into the Quarry

Shortly after the bombardment no trace of gas in the vicinity of dugouts could be noticed, but at isolated points on the ridge East and North of the Quarry there was evidence of gas 24 hours later.

Box respirators were inspected as men left each day to go on shift and in every instance found to be O.K. Gas helmet drill was last carried out on 22/2/18.

The same precautions were taken on the evenings of 26th/27th/28th /1st March.

The camp was abandoned on the 28th owing to the danger of further shelling and the gas hanging around this area.

Judging by the times that the men were effected by gas it would appear that with the exception of one sapper that the actual gassing took place some 18 to 24 hours after bombardment either in the vicinity of the camp or whilst proceeding over the gas shelled ridge East of the Quarry to their work.

1/3/18







E.M. Tooth Lieut.”
On 2 March, 1918 Sapper was transferred to the 47th General Hospital at Le Treport until March 7 when invalided to England on the hospital ship St Denis entering the General and Red Cross Hospital in Chelmsford a day later for further treatment of gas shell poisoning.

His mother was regretfully advised on 11 March, 1918 by Base Records that her son had been reported wounded by gas and stated his address for correspondence.

Was discharged to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford on March 19 moving to the No.3 Command Depot at Hurdcott on 5 April, 1918.

His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:


Marched out on 20 July, 1918 to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill and proceeded to France from Southampton on 10 August arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles a day later.  Marched out on 14 August and re-joined his unit three days later.

An attack was planned with all arrangements being completed giving “Y” day instructions and Zero hour at 5.55 a.m. on 29th September, 1918. The C.R.E. Australian Corps Troops established his Headquarters in the same cellar at Templeux-le-Gerard and correlated work of the 1st and 2nd Australian Tunnelling Companies.  The 1st Tunnelling Company moved in later in the evening. Zero hour was altered from 5.55 a.m. to 5.50 a.m.


The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company records the following:

29/9/18


At 5.50 a.m. the general attack took place.  The following was the order of battle on the Australian Corps front, North to South:

   30th American Division

   27th American Division        with the 3rd and 5th Australian Division in reserve.

Road parties moved out as detailed in Operations order No. 2 at zero hour plus 15 minutes.

No. 1 Section (Captain L. De J. Grut) was responsible for Black Road (see attached map) and No. 2 Section (Captain C.L. Smith) for the Red Road.  On each of these roads, report centres, marked by large notice boards were established to which the 5th Pioneers and Officer in charge or road reconnaissance sent their reports.  They were then forwarded from there by motor cyclist to the Company Headquarters at C.R.E.’s Road Report Centre.  The progress of the roads was then plotted on a special graph which will be included in next month’s diary, and the information wired to the Chief Engineer, Australian Corps, 3rd Australian Division, 5th Australian Division, 27th American Division and the 30th American Division.

No. 3 Section (Lieut. S. Halford) commenced work at Zero hour plus 30 minutes on the Hargicourt-Rossay Road and by 9 a.m. Lieut. Halford reported that this road was in excellent order for Double Motor Transport.

The casualties in Nos 1 and 2 sections were comparatively heavy, 10 out of 20 of Lieut. K.B. Lewis’ party with 5th Pioneers Battalion became casualties.
The 1st Tunnelling Company also took part and this account is taken from the unpublished book My Story of the Great War written by Captain O.H. Woodward, whose extract recounts their participation:
“At 5 a.m. on the 29th September, I arrived at Benjamin Post with 82 men of No. 4 Section and 65 men of the 102nd “B” Company U.S. Engineers.  The attack was launched at 5.50 a.m. and shortly after we commenced work on repairs to the road.  When we approached Quennet Copse and Guennemont Farm we were held up by machine gun fire, owing to the failure of the Americans to “mop up” these positions.  Before we realised what had happened, we lost one officer and one sapper killed and twenty others wounded.  At 9 a.m. I received an order from the C.R.E. Australian Corps to report immediately on the condition of the road leading to Hargicourt, and then as far as possible toward Bellicourt.  I took Sapper Mooney with me and left the Section with instructions to proceed with the repairs to the road to Bony as early as possible.  We had a particularly exciting task inspecting these forward roads since they were subjected to heavy artillery and machine gun fire.  It was not until 6 p.m. that I completed the inspection and again returned to Benjamin Post.”

On 29 September, 1918 Sapper Sullivan was wounded in action for the second occasion suffering a gunshot wound to his left shoulder and taken to the 134th Field Ambulance progressing to the 50th Casualty Clearing Station.  The following day was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.105 entering the 7th Canadian Stationary Hospital on October 1.  Two days later was invalided to England on the hospital ship Ville de Liege and admitted to the Colchester Military Hospital for further treatment.
Was discharged to furlough and report to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on October 22.

He marched out for the Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill on the day Peace was declared remaining until 14 January, 1919 and returned to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny.

An inquiry was made into his rank which was always recorded as reverted to Sapper by the C.P.M. on 19 December, 1918 and marked as Lance Corporal.

His name was included in the list of Casualties published in the:


Lance Corporal Sullivan embarked for Australia due to Effort Syndrome (also called Soldier’s Heart, Nervous Heart or Cardiac Neurosis.  Patient exhibits a group of symptoms he thinks are heart disease but has a healthy heart.  Underlying disorder is anxiety) on 9 February, 1919 on board H.T. Ascanius.
Base Records advised his mother on 26 February that he was returning home.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 3 April, 1919.  News of their arrival was published in:


Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 6 November, 1919 as medically unfit.  For serving his country Lance Corporal 6647 James Francis Sullivan, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (62833) and the Victory Medal (60795).

He married in 1919 to Ethel May Burns and in 1921 were at Newstead working as a labourer.  
From 1924 to 1928 they were at Gheringhap, Geelong and a railway employee.  
Base Records received a request from the Melbourne branch of the Repatriation Commission for a copy of his service records which were forwarded on 7 November, 1928.

In 1934 were listed at Campbell’s Creek, Castlemaine with the same occupation and from 1936 onwards were at Yapeen, in the same district.

The Repatriation Commission in Melbourne again requested a copy of his service records and these were sent by Base Records on 11 July, 1940.

James Francis Sullivan passed away in hospital at Heidelberg, Melbourne on 30 October, 1959 aged 65 years.  Interment took place in Campbells Creek Cemetery, Castlemaine.

His service is commemorated in the Victorian Garden of Remembrance in the War Cemetery at Springvale Memorial Park on Wall 26, Row H.  His plaque reads:
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Castlemaine Mail Tuesday April 2, 1918:


THE ROLL CALL – 387TH CASUALTH LIST 


The 387th casualty list was issued by the Defence Department on Saturday.  The following Castlemaine district names appear in the list: Sapper E.E. Sullivan, Newstead, wounded;			Article abridged





Argus (Melbourne) Friday August 8, 1919:


ON S.S. NORMAN – (LEFT ENGLAND JULY 4)


E.E. Sullivan										Article abridged








Commonwealth of Australia Gazette Thursday June 3, 1926:


VICTORIA – FOURTH DIVISION – APPOINTMENTS – JUNIOR MECHANIC


ERNEST EDMUND SULLIVAN							Article abridged





Commonwealth of Australia Gazette Thursday February 6, 1947:


POSTMASTER-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT – VICTORIA – RETIREMENTS


Ernest Edmund Sullivan, Technician, as from the close of business on 20th December, 1946.    Article abridged





Weekly Times (Melbourne) Saturday April 6, 1918:


WOUNDED


Spr. J.F. Sullivan, Newstead								Article abridged





Bendigo Independent Tuesday November 26, 1918:


AUSTRALIAN CASUALTIES – WOUNDED


Spr. J.F. SULLIVAN, Newstead								Article abridged





The Argus Thursday April 3, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS - TODAY’S DISEMBARKATION


At 10 o’clock this morning about 400 returned soldiers from the troopship Ascanius, who have been in quarantine, will disembark at the New Pier, Port Melbourne.


On Monday those who returned on the transport Orca will be released from quarantine anytime, and will also disembark at Port Melbourne.


All motorists who are able to assist on this occasion are requested by the Royal Automobile Club to be at the pier at that time.  Relatives and friends of the soldiers are advised to assemble at Sturt-street, as they will not be allowed to travel in the cars.





AIF


6647 L/CPL


J.F. SULLIVAN


2ND TUNNELLING COMPANY 


20-10-1959 Aged 65








