SAPPER ROBERT JAMES SUITER
4481 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Robert James Suiter was born in 1891 in Sydney, New South Wales the son of Robert and Margaret Suiter.  The family moved to Western Australia.  His served an apprenticeship for six years in the blacksmithing industry.  In 1916 he was working as a blacksmith’s striker at Ora Banda.
At the recruiting depot at the Goldfields Senior Cadets Hall in Kalgoorlie on 28 January, 1916 the single twenty-four-year-old applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 178cms (5ft 10ins), weighing 78kgs (172cms) with a chest expansion of 92-103cms (36½-40½ins) and a dark complexion with good vision in his grey eyes and brown hair.  Wesleyan was his religion.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his father Robert Suiter of Boulder, W.A.  
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Acknowledgement was published in the:

He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same day at Blackboy Hill camp near, Perth on 2 February and commenced basic training with 3 Area until 10 March, 1916 when allotted to the No. 6 Tunnelling Company.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4481.
Recruiting for the No. 6 Tunnelling Company had commenced on March 7, 1916 by Captain Lawson and his four officers.  Instruction classes were formed of officers and N.C.O.’s as there was insufficient time to attend the Engineer’s School in Sydney.  Recruits were forthcoming in abundant numbers and the aim was to have good physical types of skilled W.A. Miners.  

At Blackboy Hill camp the new company paraded daily with sister companies until March 27 when the Company moved camp to Belmont camp.  Sapper Suiter arrived at the camp where four sections were created and training continued through April and May.  The remainder of May was occupied in the usual training: musketry, trench work and night work while equipment and clothing issue was also in progress.  Here a difficulty was met in that the general size of the men was considerably above the average and some little trouble was experienced in getting all accurately fitted.

Early in May, 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company consisting of six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks making up two sections, embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). One Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

The public was kept informed on their training and activities published in the:
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The transport arrived in port at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916.  The whole company consisting of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 officer and 32 O.Rs entrained at Belmont at 2 p.m., every man physically fit being present and boarded Warilda which left the harbour the same evening.
Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.

His father died on August 16 with the following announcement placed in the:
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Was admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford on 30 August for treatment of a social disease and after 113 days curative care was discharged on 20 December, 1916.  Ten days later was admitted to Tidworth Military Hospital with pneumonia (severe).  Base Records advised his next-of-kin on 13 January, 1917 that he was dangerously ill and further notice advised in 22 January he was improving.  His name was among those listed in the Casualty List published in the:

On 24 March Base Records advised he was now convalescent and marched out on 31 March, 1917 to the Drafting Depot.  The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on 14 April, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.  On 21 April proceeded to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  
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Sapper was wounded in action on 28 June, 1917 but remained on duty.  Base Records advised his father on 10 July, 1917 that he had been wounded.  This news was shared in the: 


Sapper Suiter of Section 4 been trained as a ‘listener’ through a course at the Listening School lasting about ten days from 25 August, 1917 where they learnt to distinguish between any normal sounds created during mining operations.  The listener would be on duty at any specified post underground for a fixed period, usually a six-hour shift silently listening for sounds of underground mining by the enemy.  
Detailed reports were provided of sounds heard to superiors on return to the surface.  So these sounds could be credited solely to the enemy, all company work would cease while intensive listening could be carried out.  Listening posts were many and numbered to gauge from these positions the location of enemy mining activity which was accurately recorded on the Mine Plan.
Discipline was given for the following:



Crime:

AWL 6/11/17 to 8/11/17




Award:

Forfeits 5 day’s pay by C.O. 



Total forfeiture:
8 day’s pay
An extract from his letter home to his uncle was reprinted in the:


He was photographed in the Mess Hall of the 3rd Tunnelling Company on 30 January, 1918 at Noeux-les-mines.


The Kalgoorlie Women’s Club sent gifts of comfort with recipients signing a letter of thanks and the list of names published in the:
He was counted in an audit of the company on 1 October, 1918 to be still serving with his unit.
On 22 October, 1918 was wounded in action (2nd Occasion) being gassed by a mustard gas shell attack and taken to the 47th Field Ambulance then transferred to the 54th Casualty Clearing Station.  Was moved to the 2nd Aust Casualty Clearing Station the next day then conveyed by Ambulance Train no.28 to Boulogne entering the 55th General Hospital on October 24.  Was moved to the 1st Convalescent Depot on October 27 then on to the 10th Convalescent Depot by October 30 at Escault.
Sapper was admitted to the 25th General Hospital on 8 November, 1918 suffering bronchitis as a result of gas poisoning and was there when Peace was declared.  The following day on November 12 was moved to Havre spending time in the 1st Aust Convalescent Depot in Havre recovering from bronchitis and gas effects.  Discharged to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles on 10 December, 1918.
Granted leave by the Furlough Department which was taken from 23 December to January 8, 1919 but did not return to the assembly area and declared AWL from 6 January.  No disciplinary action was taken and re-joined his unit on 24 January.
Orders were received on 27 March, 1919 to prepare for demobilisation and return to the Aust Infantry Base Depot and marched out for England on 2 April arriving the following day at No. 3 Group camp at Codford.

He went sick re-entering the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital on April 24 until 13 June being sent to the Convalescent Training Depot at Perham Downs before returning to the No. 3 Group camp.
After demobilisation Sapper Suiter embarked for Australia on 1 July, 1919 on board H.T. Karmala.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin on 24 July he was returning home.  His name was among those soldiers returning and published in the:

The transport docked at Fremantle on 8 August, 1919 and their arrival was reported in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 25 September, 1919 as medically unfit.
He married in 1919 in Fremantle to Harriett “Nasy” Bathurst.  
His Will was returned to the 5th Military District on 8 February, 1920.

The British War Medal (11260) and the Victory Medal (11129) were issued to wear to Sapper 4481 Robert James Suiter, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

In 1925 their residence was at Pennant Street, Fremantle and he was a cake maker.  It is possible he was part of the Soldiers’ Settlers Scheme as he became a farmer at Location 494 Dulyalbin, via Moorine Rock.  

The Victory Medal was not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 23 April, 1924.  A letter, care of the last known address of his next-of-kin was forwarded on 24 October, 1924.  He applied to Records on 10 January, 1934 for this medal which was forwarded on 23 January and he receipted delivery at Moorine, via Southern Cross on 8 February, 1934.
In 1930 took part in a wheat crop competition with results published as follows:

He was elected a Vice-President to the Dulyalbin Progress Association with announcement of office bearers published in the:
Further snippets appear about him in the:

He is listed as a passenger to Singapore from Fremantle on 21 February, 1956.

They remained farming at Dulyalbin with the last listing in 1963.
Robert James Suiter died in Perth on 8 August, 1967 aged 76 years.  Interment took place in the Roman Catholic Lawn portion 7 of Karrakatta Cemetery in grave no. 580.

Mrs Suiter, late of Mosman Park passed away aged 79 years and interred with her husband.
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Kalgoorlie Miner Saturday January 29, 1916:


KALGOORLIE


In the last two days at Kalgoorlie 18 volunteers have been accepted out of 23, as follows—J.E. Burley, C.M. Davis, W. McKnoe, A.H. Flood, F.W. Edmonds, R.J. Suiter, S.C. Runall, E. Abbott, W.B. Rowatt, H.G. Cadby, H. Phillips, N. Polling, M. Reidy, F. Bawden, C.E. Grant, R. Goldsworthy, E. Stacey, M.J. Dolan.





Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School, Claremont, 


marching through the city.








The West Australian June 1, 1916:


THE WESTERN MAIL


The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:  


In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No.6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers who have been appointed to command the men. 





The West Australian Wednesday May 31, 1916:


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY – PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less than that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.


After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.





The No.6 Tunnelling Company - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training  





The No. 6 Company paraded through the city of Perth where the fine physique of the men, who marched with arms bare to the elbow excited universal admiration.





The West Australian Thursday Aug 17, 1916:


DEATHS


SUITER—On August 16, 1916, at Queen’s Park, Robert (Bob), dearly-loved husband of Margaret, and affectionate father of Maggie, Edith, Isabella and Jessie, of Queen’s Park, and Sapper R.J Suiter, jun of the No 6 Tunnelling Company, A.I.F. (on active service).  Deeply regretted.  Goldfield papers please copy.





Western Mail Friday January 26, 1917:


266th LIST – 5TH MILITARY DISTRICT


ILL


Sapper R.J. Suiter (Boulder), seriously;							Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday July 13, 1917:


Mr W.J. Suiter, of Boulder, has been informed by the Military Base Records Office, that his nephew, Sapper R.J. Suiter, who joined the No. 6 Tunnelling Company, some 12 months ago, has been wounded in France.





Evening Star (Boulder) Wednesday December 19, 1917:


CORRESPONDENCE – FACTS FROM THE FRONT


(To the Editor)


Sir—If any further arguments or appeals by those in the trenches were necessary to enlist the sympathies of the community and to cause a very large majority Yes vote to-morrow, I desire that you would publish the following extract from a letter received by me yesterday from one of my nephews, viz., R.J. Suiter, who left here with the Tunnelling Coy., and has been for some time in the thick of the battle:


  “I have just undergone a ten days test for hearing, and ‘very good’ was placed on the test paper.  We (about ten of us) had been granted a ten days furlough.  I had arranged to go across to Belfast to see my aunt, but owing to the present and prospective state of affairs at the front our leave has been cancelled, ‘shortage of men’ being the reason given.  So we might drudge away, fight, and if necessary die for our king and country, while so many slackers avail themselves of the support given to their indolent bodies by the verandah posts, lamp-posts, etc, in Perth and on the goldfields, and care not who fight, so long as their precious lives are spared.”—Yours, etc.


Boulder, Dec 19										W.J. SUITER





Spr. Suiter identified as circled





Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday April 16, 1918:


TUNNELLERS’ COMFORTS - MEN WHO RECEIVED THEM 


Sometime ago gifts were despatched to the front by the No. 1 Tunnelling, Pioneers and Engineers committee, and a list of recipients has now been received by the secretary, Mrs R.M. Jordan as follows— R.J. Suiter,	


Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday August 1, 1919:


KARMALA


4481 Spr. R.J. Suiter									Article abridged





The West Australian Saturday August 9, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – KARMALA AND WINDHUK ARRIVE


The transports Karmala and Windhuk arrived at Fremantle yesterday and about 200 troops for Western Australia were landed.  They were entertained in E shed in the usual warm-hearted fashion by the ladies of the Soldiers’ Welcome Committee and were met by a crowd of friends and relations as they emerged after undergoing the necessary medical examination.                                              			Article abridged





Southern Cross Times Saturday December 6, 1930:


WHEAT CROPS – ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY’S 50-ACRE COMPETITIONS


The 50-acre crop competition conducted by the Royal Society in Zone 4 included the first and second prize winners in the Nungarin and Mt Marshall Agricultural Societies’ crop competitions, together the entries made direct with the R.A.S.


The total was 100 points and the results were as follows:


R.J. Suiter, Dulyalbin (Nabawa) 64 points.						Article abridged





Southern Cross Times Saturday May 27, 1933:


DULYALBIN – PROGRESS ASSOCIATION REVIVED WATER SUPPLY—SEEDING IN PROGRESS


The Progress Association will now embrace the activities of the Parents’ and Citizen’s Association and the Social Committee.  Periodical dances will be held.  The executive officers elected were—President Mr E. Page; Vice Presidents, Messrs E. Daws and R.J. Suiter; Hon. Secretary, Mr W.G. Dittner.





Southern Cross News Friday November 1, 1946:


STRAYED


Strayed on to my property, one white sow.  If not claimed within seven days, will be sold to defray costs.  R.J. SUITER, Moorine Rock.





Sunday Times Sunday August 6, 1950:


Southern Cross, Sat: Mr R.J. Suiter, of Dulyalbin, had a lucky escape when his utility left the road near his property on South Moorine Rock-road and crashed into a tree.  Utility was badly damaged.








