SAPPER GEORGE STUTSEL
285 – Mining Corps

Born on 15 February 1889 at Pyrmont, NSW, George Joseph Stutsel was the son of Joseph George and Elizabeth (nee McManus) Stutsel.  In 1907 he was working as a Trimmer aboard SS Marloo, advancing to Fireman in 1909 on the same vessel.  
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In 1915 George was working as a Miner at Cessnock NSW.
A medical examination at the Sydney Town Hall Recruiting Depot on 15 November 1915 recorded that he was 26 years and 9 months of age; that he stood 5ft 7ins tall and weighed 154lbs.  He had a fresh complexion, blue eyes with good vision and brown hair.  He was of the Church of England faith.  Distinguishing marks included an old tattoo on his left forearm of ‘hand-in-hand’.  Also recorded was an old injury to his left hand with slight contraction of fingers but apparently no detriment to useful service.  He was deemed to be fit for active service and was appointed to No. Mining Corps on 18 November 1915.
On 18 November 1915 he signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’, stating he was a Driver by occupation and nominated as his Next-of-Kin his mother, Elizabeth Stutsel of 74 Abattoir Road, Rozelle, Sydney, NSW.  He signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ the same day at Casula, NSW. With the rank of Sapper and Service Number 285, his training began on 28 November with the Mining Corps.
He married Edith May Jones on 10 January 1916 in Sydney NSW.  Edith was born in 1891, possibly at Bowral, the daughter of William Robert and Jane Ellen (nee Dempsey) Hinchcliffe.
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His Attestation Paper was amended to record his wife, Mrs Edith May Stutsel of Boolwey Street, Bowral, as his Next-of-Kin and to allot three-fifths of his pay for her support.
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Edith wrote to the authorities:
Her letter was forwarded on:


The 2MD letter of 27 January above was responded to beneath the original text:


A further letter was sent from the Mining Corps, A.I.F., Head-quarters, Casula, via Liverpool on 17th February, 1916:


To which a pen notation was made:

At Casula on 17 February George was charged with being absent without leave from 6 a.m. 8-2-16 to 9-2-16 midnight; also from 6 a.m. 12-2-16 to midnight 15-2-16.
His charge sheet was annotated:
‘Placed in close confinement and paraded under escort to the A.A.G. in the morning with all papers.’





A.C. Fewtrell, Major






C.O. Mining Corps, A.I.F.







17/2/16

On 19 February 1916, George Stutsel was discharged from the A.I.F. at his wife’s request.

On 1 March 1916 at Liverpool, NSW, George Stutsel signed the ‘Attestation Form for Persons Voluntarily Enlisted in the Citizen Forces’.  He recorded his 3months with the Miners Battalion, A.I.F. and stated he was a Labourer by occupation living at Boolwey Street, Bowral.
He again signed the Oath ‘to well and truly serve’ for a period of six months and was given the Service Number 531 and the rank of Private in the Concentration Camp Guard and after attending the Guards Conversion Course, he served as a Guard with ‘A’ Company, German Concentration Camp, Holsworthy.
He re-engaged for six months on 1 September 1916 and on 1 March 1917 he re-engaged again, this time ‘for the duration of the war and four months after’. 
Georges’ service was plagued by multiple occurrences of overstaying leave for which he suffered monetary fines and the occasional confined-to-barracks punishment.

He wrote to the Officer Commanding his Company:


Sir,

I beg to apply for my discharge from this unit.  My reason for asking this favour.  At present owing to the epidemic my people are all prostrated with influenza and cannot get assistance.



I feel that it is my duty to be at home with my wife.





531 Pte Stutsel
George was discharged from service on 1 July 1919, having served 3 years and 126 days with the Citizen Forces.
The 1930 Electoral Roll records George Stutsel, labourer, and Edith May Stutsel, home duties, living at 286 Bridge Road, Glebe, West Sydney.

In the 1933 Electoral Roll only Edith May Stutsel, home duties, is recorded as living at 286 Bridge Road, Glebe, West Sydney.

The 1936/37 Electoral Roll records Edith May Stutsel, home duties, living at 284 Johnston Street, Kentville, West Sydney.

Edith May Stutsel, aged 48 years, died on 8 February 1940.  She was buried on 9 February at Rookwood Catholic Cemetery, Section M2, Row 21, Plot 1899.

George Joseph Stutsel, son of Joseph George and Elizabeth, late of Chippendale, Sydney, died on 23 April 1959 aged 72 years.  Notices appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald on 24 April 1959.
George’s brother also served in WW1:
5087 James STUTSEL enlisted in January 1916, embarking with the 20th Battalion in July 1916.  He joined the Battalion in France in October but was evacuated to England in November with exhaustion / debility / myalgia.  He returned to France in February 1917 and was wounded in action in April 1917.  He was again evacuated to England for treatment and returned to France in June 1918.  He returned to Australia in June 1919.  
A second brother, William Stutsel, labourer of Rozelle, NSW, applied to enlist but was either rejected due to age or health reasons, or served as a Depot troop or Camp Guard.  Born at Balmain, NSW in 1899, William died on 20 August 1919 at Emergency Hospital, Moore Park, Paddington.  Cause of death listed as pneumonic influenza, chronic pulmonary tuberculosis.  His death certificate record his parents as ‘Unknown’ and that he was buried on 22 August at the Church of England Cemetery, Rookwood.

Notices were placed in a Sydney newspaper:


The concerns expressed by Edith in her letter of January 1916 requesting that George not be sent overseas were not without foundation:

204 Robert Jones enlisted in August 1914, embarking with the 4th Battalion in October 1914.  He was wounded at the Dardenelles in May 1915 and evacuated to England for treatment.  He was transferred to the 56th Battalion in February 1916 and joined the B.E.F. in late June 1916. 
Robert Jones was Killed in Action on 2 August 1916.  He was buried at Wye Farm Military Cemetery, 3½ south of Armentieres.
Robert Jones's name is located at panel 162 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial. 
Robert Jones's name will be projected onto the exterior of the Hall of Memory on:

Wed 16 March 2022 at 1:11am

Tue 14 June 2022 at 6:59pm

Fri 05 August 2022 at 1:22am

Mon 31 October 2022 at 2:40am

351 Charles Ernest Jones enlisted in April 1915, embarking with the 26th Battalion in May 1915 and serving in Egypt until the Battalion transferred to the BEF in France in March 1916.  He was wounded in July 1916 and again in April 1917.  He returned to Australia in September 1917 due to his injuries.  
1192 Edward Malcolm Jones enlisted in July 1915, embarking with the 11th Light Horse in October 1915 and serving in Egypt where he was wounded in February 1916.  In March 1916 he was invalided to Australia.  
203 William Myles Jones enlisted in August 1914, embarking with the 4th Battalion and serving on the Dardenelles.  Returned to Australia in July 1915 on duty as a Guard.  Although not shown in his documents, he must have been discharged as he was granted a pension of £28 per annum from October 1915.
5815 William Myles Jones re-enlisted in April 1916 (causing the cancellation of his pension), embarking with the 18th Battalion in October 1916 and serving in France where he was recommended for award of the Military Medal for gallantry and bravery operating his Lewis Gun near Joncourt on the 3rd October 1918 and at Montbrehain on the 5th October 1918.    He returned to Australia in July 1919.  Award of the Military Medal was Gazetted in October 1919.
Robert and William were both with the 4th Battalion when it landed at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915:
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with the assistance of Sue Sacchero

Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – Thursday 4 February 1915:


In Memoriam


STUTSEL- In loving memory of my dear husband and our dear father, George Stutsel, who departed this life February 4, 1913.


Far and oft my thoughts do wander


To a grave not far away


Where they laid my dearest husband


Just two years ago to-day


Inserted by his loving wife and children, Elizabeth Stutsel





STUTSEL- In loving remembrance of our dear father, George, who died on February 4, 1913, aged 62 years.  Inserted by his loving son and daughter-in-law, Jack and Eva, and Stanley.





The Daily Telegraph, Sydney – Thursday 6 February 1913:


FUNERALS


STUTSEL.— The Friends of Mrs. J. G. STUTSEL and FAMILY arc kindly invited to attend the Funeral of her late beloved husband and their father, Joseph George; to leave 74 Abattoir-rd., Rozelle, THIS DAY, at 1 o'clock, for Rookwood.


Mrs. P. KIRBY and SON, Ltd., 7 Elizabeth-st., City. Tel., 876 Central.





Evening News, Sydney – Wednesday 5 February 1913:


BODY IDENTIFIED AT MANLY.


The body of the man found on Manly Beach on Tuesday morning has been identified as that of George Stutsel, a married man, who lately lived with his wife and family at 74 Abattoirs-road, Rozelle.  He was 51 years of age, and a native of England.  He was identified by his son, who last saw his father alive at 5.30 p.m. on Monday.  He was then in good health, but was slightly intoxicated.





The Scrutineer and Berrima District Press, NSW – Wednesday 26 January 1916:


Local and General News


The marriage of Sapper George Stutsel, of No. 1 Co., Engineers' Battalion, Casula, N.S.W., to Edith May, only daughter of Mrs. R. Jones, of Bowral, was celebrated in Sydney last week.





329 Crown Rd.


Ultimo


Sydney


To the Enrolling Officer


Captain Spain


Dear Sir,


		Writing referring to my husband that under no circumstances what ever is he to leave Australia for the war.  I have no objections what ever to home defence but my reasons for him not going away are as follows – I am in very delicate health & have no one else to care for me as I have four of my own brothers left Australia for the front in the earlier part of the war & my husband has two brothers leaving shortly for the front.  I feel quite sure on both sides we have done justice to our country.


	Trusting my request will be granted under these circumstances & my husband can stay in home defence.


		I am yours faithfully


			Edith Stutsel


	Address


Sapper G. Stutsel


No.1 Company


Miners Batt


Casula


N.S.W.





Military Forces of the Commonwealth


2nd Military District


									Enrolling Officer, No.222


										Victoria Barracks


									Paddington, 27th January 1916


Col. Fewtrell


	O.C.


	Miners Corps


			Herewith enclosed please find letter from Mrs. Edith Stutsel, for necessary action and report.


						(signed), Captain


						Supervising Enrolling Officer,


							2nd Military District





Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – Friday 4 February 1916:


In Memoriam


STUTSEL.- In sad but loving memory of our dear father, George Stutsel, who departed this life February 4. 1913. Inserted bv his loving son and daughter-in-law. George and Edie Stutsel.





STUTSEL.- In loving remembrance of my dear husband and our dear father, George Stutsel, who departed this life February 4, 1913.  Dead, but not forgotten.  Inserted by his loving wife and children, Elizabeth Stutsel.








Mining Corps – A.I.F.


Head-quarters,


Casula, via Liverpool


9th February, 1916


A.A.G. (A.I.F.)


	Liverpool


		Sapper Stutsel has been absent without leave from 7/2/16.  He will be paraded on his return to Camp.


	Two charges are pending against him for A.W.L.		


(signed) N. MacTaggart, Major


						for C.O. Mining Corps


-----------


typed annotation at bottom of letter:


	C.O.


		Mining Corps


	Correspondence returned herewith, kindly take necessary steps to have this matter adjusted on return of Sapper Stutsel.  Report to be forwarded to this office when matter completed.


							(signed) Lieut.


For A.A.G.    			February 11th 1916.





A.A.G. (A.I.F.)


	Liverpool.


		I do not recommend this man’s discharge.  He is a good stamp of a man, efficient, and desirous of going on active service with the Mining Corps.


4/2/16,								(signed) A.C. Fewtrell, Major.


									C.O. Mining Corps


-------------


The Mining Corps


	Please have this man paraded at the A.A.G. Court at once.


						(signed)


							for Lt-Colonel


						A.A.G.


						A.I.F. Camp


5.2.1916





A.A.G.


	Liverpool


		Re Stutsel – With reference to the attached – this man was ordered to be paraded before you on the 8th instant – as soon as the papers were received from you.  The man was absent without leave and could not be paraded until today.


	Two charges are pending against him for A.W.L.


						(signed) N. MacTaggart, Major


						for C.O. Mining Corps





				‘To be discharged at wife’s request,


						R.C. Simpson Lt Col


							A.A.G.     	18/2/16’





Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – Monday 5 February 1917:


In Memoriam


STUTSEL.—In loving memory of our dear father, George Stutsel, who departed this life February 4, 1913, aged 51 years.  Inserted by his loving children, Elizabeth, James, William, Alice, Archibald, and David Stutsel.








Robertson Advocate, NSW – Friday 3 May 1918:


Recruiting Bally at Bowral


The recruiting meeting held in the main street of Bowral on Monday night last attracted a large gathering and was not without good result.  The chair was occupied by the Mayor (Ald. H. J. Pickard).  Speeches were made by Lieut.


Wright, and Sergts. Shurey and Payne, who each made a vigorous appeal for recruits, and strongly emphasised the urgent necessity for keeping up the reinforcements.  During the proceedings eleven recruits gave in their names, viz. : H.G. Stewart, G. Chivers, Ray Marston, H. F. Stephens, M. P. Rainsford, James Wood, Geo. Stutsel, J. Cummins, J. Doherty, — Hitchings, and H. Smith.  It was announced that ten residents, had agreed to take out a similar number of policies for the insurance of soldiers.





Newcastle Morning Herald and Miner’s Advocate, NSW – Thursday 19 February 1925: 


Maitland District


Police Court


George Stutsel, was fined 5s, with 8s costs, for driving a steam lorry on the wrong side of Cessnock-street.





Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – Friday 9 February 1940:


DEATHS


STUTSEL. - February 8, 1940, at her residence, 284 Johnston Street, Annandale, Edith May Stutsel.  R.I.P.





FUNERALS


STUTSEL- The Relatives and friends of the late EDITH MAY STUTSEL are invited to attend her Funeral to leave St Brendan’s Church, Annandale, THIS AFTERNOON at 2 o’clock for the Catholic Cemetery, Rookwood.  Requiem Mass will be celebrated THIS MORNING at 7 o’clock.


LABOR MOTOR  FUNERALS LIMITED


59 Parramatta Road


Phone. L3011	Annandale








The Sun, Sydney – Saturday 16 October 1943:


Bodily Harm Charge


George Stutsel, 54, laborer, charged in the Central Police Court today with having inflicted grievous bodily harm on Louisa Bates yesterday, was remanded until November 1.  Bail was refused.





Army News, Darwin, NT – Monday 18 October 1943:


What is Happening in Your Home State


New South Wales


BAIL REFUSED.- Bail was refused George Stutsel, 54, labourer, at Central Court, on Saturday, when he was remanded on a charge of inflicting grievous bodily harm on Mrs. Louisa Bates, boarding-house keeper.  It is alleged that during an argument between them, Stutsel struck Mrs. Bates with a bottle, causing injuries which might prove fatal.  


Stutsel, who was a boarder at the woman's residential, was remanded.





The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – Friday 22 August 1919:


FUNERALS


STUTSEL. - The Friends of Mr, and Mrs. HENRY TWYMAN and FAMILY are invited to attend the Funeral of their beloved STEPSON and BROTHER, William Stutsel; to leave their residence, 454 Jones-street, Ultimo, THIS AFTERNOON, at 1 o'clock, for Church of England Cemetery, Rookwood.


WOOD, COFFILL, and COMPANY, LTD.


STUTSEL. - The Relatives and Friends of Mr. and Mrs. G. STUTSEL are invited to attend the Funeral of their late beloved BROTHER and BROTHER-IN-LAW, William Stutsel; to leave 454 Jones-street, Ultimo, THIS DAY, at 1 p.m., for Church of England Cemetery, Roodwood.


WOOD, COFFILL, and COMPANY, LTD.


STUTSEL. - The Relatives and Friends of Mr. and Mrs. JACK STUTSEL are invited to attend the Funeral of their late beloved BROTHER and BROTHER-IN-LAW, William Stutsel; to leave 454 Jones-street, Ultimo, THIS DAY, at 1 p.m., for Church of England Cemetery, Rookwood.


WOOD, COFFILL, and COMPANY, LTD.


STUTSEL. - The Relatives and Friends of Mr. and Mrs. M. BARTIMOTE are invited to attend the Funeral of their late beloved BROTHER and BROTHER-IN-LAW, William Stutsel; to leave 454 Jones-street, Ultimo, THIS DAY, at 1 p.m., for Church of England Cemetery, Rookwood.


WOOD, COFFILL, and COMPANY, LTD.











Grave of Lance Sergeant Robert Reardon Jones, at all times known as Jack. Grave A3 at Wye Farm Cemetery, Bois Grenier, France. Photograph taken and held by Sue Sacchero, Safety Bay WA





War Diary - 56th Battalion:


Fleurbaix Sector of Trenches, Wye Farm


1st August 1916:


9.30 a.m.	Rifle grenade landed in D Coy’s sector, from the German lines and resulted in the death of one Sergeant.


Abridged





War Diary - 4th Battalion:


Sunday 25/4/15 – Arrived at a point about a mile North of KABA TEPE.  First shot fired from shore 4.50 A.M.  First tow left Lake Michigan 6.45 A.M. containing Beach party 1st Infantry Brigade Head Qrs, Battalion Head Qrs and Brigade Signal Section.  1.5 P.M. landing of 4th Battalion complete.  4.55 P.M. received orders prepare to move to support 8th Battalion on right of position.  6.45 P.M. took up position and entrenched line 224-R-4.  Pressed hard most of the nigh but held on.  All companies in firing line and support, none in reserve.  Approx. 60 casualties.  (All available time occupied in improving trenches).


Weather Calm clear day admirably suited for disembarkation.  Sea chop calm.





The Daily Telegraph (Sydney, NSW : 1883 - 1930), p. 14. – courtesy Sue Sacchero








