SAPPER ALEXANDER STUHRIT

7342 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Alexander Stuhrit stated he was born in Libau, Russia on 14 May 1881.  Leipāja, (or Libau – name in German used until 1920) is a city in Western Latvia located on the Baltic Sea.  About 1795 it became part of the Russian Empire.  During the 1870’s it rapidly developed with the Russian railways and trades from Russia going through its ice-free port.  

Alexander became a marine engineer and seaman working on ships voyaging around the northern hemisphere.  He left Shields, England on the S.S. Enrica arriving at Providence, Rhode Island, USA on 9 November, 1900.  He applied for naturalisation as a citizen on 28 April, 1904 but it was not until 5 July, 1910 that the twenty-eight-year-old of 442 Fore, Portland renounced allegiance to Nicholas II, Emperor of All Russias at Portland, Maine, USA in order to join the US Navy.  He stated he served for four years before returning to civilian life as a seaman.  On one of his voyages he came to Port Adelaide, South Australia working as a donkey man (person in charge of ship’s engine room) and marine engineer.

He appeared before the Police Court in Port Adelaide for the following reported in the:
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On 16 April, 1917 at the recruiting depot in Adelaide (4th Military District) the thirty-five-year-old single marine engineer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 181cms (5ft 11½ins), weighing 94.3kgs (207½lbs) with a chest expansion of 100-110cms (39½-43ins) having a fair complexion, good vision in his blue eyes and fair hair.  Distinctive marks were 4 vaccination scars on his left arm and a scar on his right wrist and scalp.  Religion was Lutheran.  He stated he had been once been convicted by a civil power for assault.  Next-of-kin nominated was his friend Mrs Harriet Dempster of Old Duke of Wellington Hotel, Port Adelaide, S.A. and later changed to Miss Lily Anne Newton, “Cromehurst”, York Street, Kensington, S.A.  He swore Allegiance to the King the same day as an American citizen.  
Basic training commenced with B Coy at Mitcham camp on 20 April until May 1, 1917 when allotted to the Tunnelling Companies Reinforcements for further training to 15 July, 1917.  From there was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria joining the March, 1917 Reinforcements.  In preparation for departure his Will was noted to be lodged with Miss Lily Ann Newton, York Street, Kensington.  Rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7342.

The Reinforcements of 167 members embarked on HMAT A32 Themistocles from Melbourne, Victoria on August 4, 1917. 

The voyage across the Pacific was rough and stormy for several days causing sea sickness on board.  As the ship entered the Tropics it became very hot.  Colon, Panama was reached on August 31, 1917 and during the unavoidable eight-day delay very heavy rain and muggy conditions were endured.  

The transport docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia on September 18, 1917 and three days later left to experience good weather across the Atlantic arriving in Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917 after a fifty-nine-day voyage.  

Sapper Stuhrit was admitted to the Civil Isolation Hospital in Glasgow, affiliated with the 3rd Scottish General Hospital suffering mumps.

The troops were entrained to Tidworth, England marching into Nos 1 and 3 Details camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.  Sapper was discharged on 24 October to Sutton Veny camp a day later and marched out to the Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill on October 30.  

Discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
Sandhill, England AWL from 10 p.m. Tattoo Roll Call 17/11/17 to





10 p.m. Tattoo Roll Call 10 p.m. 18/11/17



Award:

2 days F.P. No. 2 [field punishment] by Major W.M. Trew 19/11/17

Proceeded overseas to France from Southampton on 6 December arriving the next day at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles. 

From there went to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  On 11 December returned to the Aust Corps Depot until 10 March, 1918 when left to join the 3rd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength.

In the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company the following was recorded on their work around the time of his arrival:

“Early in March 1918 it was decided to link up the various strong points on “Keeps” in the village of Vermelles, during the month good advance was made on this work.

Surveys were made and shaft sinking and tunnel driving was begun.  This scheme eventually developed into a very extensive system of underground tunnels, dugouts and dressing stations, and was noted as being the largest and most complete underground system of dressing stations on the whole of the Allies Front.”

Sapper proceeded on leave from France on 31 October, 1918 and while on leave Peace was declared and re-joined his unit on November 18.

On 12 February, 1919 he accidentally injured his right elbow and taken to the 51st Casualty Clearing Station.  Was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.1 on 24 February to the 7th Canadian General Hospital for further treatment until invalided to England on the hospital ship Golden Eagle on February 26 being admitted to the King George hospital at Stamford.  

Was discharged to furlough on 12 March, 1919 and report to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on March 26.  This changed and marched in from Headquarters to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny and three days later was admitted to the 1st Aust General Hospital suffering diarrhoea.  Discharged on 4 April from the military hospital to Sutton Veny.

At Linlithgowshire, Scotland on 2 May, 1919 Alexander was married at Eccles Machan by Proclamation to Agnes (Nessie) Flockart Shaw Aitken by Rev. A.P.A. Tulluch, Minister.  Mrs Nessie Stuhrit became his next-of-kin at East Binney Lodge, Eccles Machan, Uphall, Scotland.

He was granted special leave for Non-Military Employment (NME) from 16 June to 31 October, 1919 with pay and subsistence to learn upholstering 1.D.2. with J.J. Goddard at 4 Mailton Road, Terrace Hill, London S.W.  He was taken on strength with A.I.F. Headquarters from the 3rd Tunnelling Company on June 16 but was re-transferred back on 28 July to the 3rd Tunnelling Company

NME leave was cancelled on 28 July, 1919 on account of the following:



Crime:

Begging in Victoria Station at 2.30 p.m. 26/7/19



Award:

28 days detention by Major C.H. Howard 28/7/19


Total forfeiture:
28 day’s pay

On 31 July, 1919 reported to Lewes Detention Barracks to undergo 28 days detention.  Discharged on 20 August to the No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny to await his voyage home.

After demobilisation Sapper Stuhrit embarked for Australia on board H.T. Plassy on 5 September, 1919.  Was granted shore leave on 13 September from 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. at Marseilles, France but did not return and marked AWL.

He was admitted to the 57th General Hospital at Marseilles being accidentally injured on September 13.  

Base Records advised his friend on 30 September, 1919 that he was returning to Australia.

On 4 October was transferred to Rouen entering the 6th General Hospital until transferred to England and admitted to Tooting Grove Military Hospital on October 18, 1919.  Reported to A.I.F. Headquarters from hospital and proceeded to No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny and taken on strength then marched out to Headquarters on 29 October, 1919.

The arrival of the transport Plassy was reported including names of soldiers who did not arrive in the:


His personal effects were brought to Australia on the transport Austral Plain.
Sapper Stuhrit re-embarked for Australia on 22 November, 1919 on board H.T. Aeneas.  Base Records again advised his friend on 8 December, 1919 of his return to Australia.  

His name appeared in the list of soldiers returning published in the: 


The transport docked in Adelaide (4th Military District) on 6 January, 1920.

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at Keswick Barracks on 7 January, 1920 and his Statement of Case reads:

Shrapnel wound right elbow



G.S.W. right leg – gassed twice in 1917
Feels well. (sgd) A. Stuhrit



Dentally fit



Discharge recommended.



Address: Royal Hotel, Hindley Street, Adelaide.

Military Discharge was issued in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 14 February, 1920 on termination of his period of enlistment.

For serving his country Sapper 7342 Alexander Stuhrit, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (21032) and the Victory Medal (20516).

He collected the War Medal but the Medal Section of Base Records was unable to trace his whereabouts in 1924 for his Victory Medal.

In 1921 he was a steel worker in Hamilton, near Newcastle, New South Wales where the following was reported from the various Court proceedings in the:


During 1922 he was in the Police Court several times with the following proceedings from the:



It appears he worked his way back to England giving his last address as A.B. Shipping Ltd, Cardiff.  He departed from Southampton on 19 July, 1924 aged 43 years on the Cunard liner Lancastria under Master of the Ship Captain A.F. Brown for New York, USA.
He married again in Manhattan, New York on 14 September, 1924 to Mary H. Rodriguez.  


Continued to work as a seaman on the ship’s crew lists from 1927 to 1928 on voyages to Trinidad and Cuba and to South America visiting Columbia, Argentina, Jamacia and Rio de Janeiro.  In 1935 he went to France and Peru and in 1936 again to Peru and South American ports.

His residence was 445 48th Street, New York.

Alexander Stuhrit (also known as Stewart) passed away aged 65 years in the US Marine Hospital from cardiac coronary disease on about 15 September, 1941.  He had spent 51 years in the country working as an able seaman and merchant seaman. 

Interment took place in Rosedale Cemetery, Linden, New Jersey in portion WIN 5 T, section 6 in grave 1/SD on September 17, 1941.


His personal details given to authorities were by his cousin Elsa Kerben and included that his father was born in Scotland and his mother in England.
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Daily Herald Monday February 12, 1917:


FRACAS ON STEAMER – A MAN IN HOSPITAL


As a result of a disturbance which occurred on board a steamer lying at Ocean Steamers Wharf on Friday night a number of men appeared in the Port Adelaide Police Court before Messrs J.T. James and H.S. Sutton on Saturday.


Alexander Stuhrit, a well-built Russian, was charged with having assaulted Thomas Heary McFarlane, chief engineer of the vessel. 


Stuhrit was then charged with having inflicted grievous bodily harm to Mathew de Carries.  Sup-Inspector stated that De Carries was in the hospital, suffering from a slash from a knife or razor.  About 20 stitches had been inserted in the wound.  He was not able to be present at the court that morning.		


Article abridged





Daily Herald Thursday February 15, 1917:


PORT ADELAIDE POLICE COURT


Wednesday, February 14 before Mr J.H. Sinclair, S.M.


Alexander Stuhrit, a Russian seaman, was charged on remand with having inflicted grievous bodily harm, on Matthew de Carries, on board a steamer at Port Adelaide, on February 9.  Hearing was adjourned.


Stuhrit was also charged with having assaulted Robert Henry Hoss, a seaman. That case was also adjourned.





Barrier Miner Thursday April 17, 1919:


AUSTRALIAN CASUALTIES LIST NO. 463 – SOUTH AUSTRALIA – INJURED


Sapper A. Stuhrit, Kensington.								Article abridged





Observer (Adelaide) Saturday November 1, 1919:


RETURNED SOLDIERS – THE PLASSY


Disappointment awaited friends and relatives who attended the Outer Harbour on Oct. 23, to greet the retuning soldiers by the Plassy.  Even those who took the advice frequently given to travel by the nearest ordinary train preceding the special, arrive at the harbour at 9 o’clock, to find that the men were on the railway station platform, and the vessel had been at the wharf exactly half an hour. 


The following men and nurses did not arrive—7342 Sap. A. Stuhrit			Article abridged





Chronicle (Adelaide) Saturday December 20, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – THE AENEAS


Nominal roll of members of the Australian Imperial Force returning to Australian by the Aeneas which left England on November 22:  7342 Spr A. STUHRIT, 3rd Tun. Co.				Article abridged





Newcastle Moring Herald and Miners’ Advocate Thursday October 13, 1921: 


MISSING GRATUITY BOND


A plea of not guilty was entered by Mary Sweeney (35) to a charge of having stolen a war gratuity bond, valued at £51 1s, the property of Alexander Stuhrit, at Newcastle, on September 12.  Mr N. M’Ghie appeared for the defence.


Alexander Stuhrit, a steel worker, said that he was a returned soldier and lost his war gratuity bond about six weeks ago.  H had not given it to anyone for safekeeping.  It was a fact that he was in Donald-street, at Hamilton in April last.  Constable W.S. Brady said he arrested defendant on September 29 and in her purse, he found a war gratuity bond of £51 1s.  Then questioned about it, she said “I got it from a man named Alexander Stuhrit three or four months ago.  He was working on the Tarcoola.:  The bond was reported to the police as lost or stolen.  A complaint was made by Stuhrit on September 15.  


Accused gave evidence she went into a hotel to look for a situation, Stuhrit came to her in a parlour and asked her to have a drink.  She declined and he said he would “stick to her” it she wished.  Accused said she did not believe those takes and defendant produced a war bond.  He said “Take this as a security until I come back again to make sure I will stick to you.”  Stuhrit saw her home to Hamilton and they met again next night.  That was the last occasion as which she saw him.


Merle Cochrane, a married woman, said when living at Hamilton, accused had a room at her house for about a week.  She remembered one occasion on which Stuhrit called for the accused.  Accused had given the name of Mrs Thomas.  Alexander Stuhrit, recalled. Said he left the Tarcoola in May.  He had written to accused in the name of Mrs Thomas.


The jury, after a short deliberation, returned a verdict of not guilty, and accused was discharged.  Article abridged





Cessnock Eagle and South Maitland Recorder Friday April 14, 1922:


AN ELLALONG TROUBLE – WILD THREATS


A rather burly fireman named Alexander Stuhrit, who had been working for some months at Stanford No. 2 mine, the shaft of which is being put down near Ellalong, caused some trouble last Sunday—that is if the story told at the police station on Tuesday is to be believed.  Stuhrit, it appears, had been an inoffensive man until Sunday night when he appeared to have suddenly become a wild man and threatened to kill the boss of the show and drink his blood.  Stuhrit, it appears had become famous for his phenomenal feats of strength and his wild manner and wilder threats appeared to have disturbed the neighbourhood to such an extent that the police were requisitioned to take him into custody.  What happened appears below:				


Cont’d





Continues:


Alexander Stuhrit was charged with unlawfully assaulting Arthur Turley and using threatening word to Arthur Turley.  Defendant said that Turley came down to the pit and interfered with the boilers and he had no right.  All he done was call him a scab.  Turley gave defendant in charge for threatening language, with which he then stood charged.	


Alexander Stuhrit, a fireman employed at Ellalong by the East Greta Company, said that at about half an hour before the alleged trouble Turley requested him to put on the lights.  Witness replied there was no steam.


Turley then said that there should be steam and light whenever they were required.  Turley threatened to report him.  Half an hour later he went to Turley’s house to see if he was of the same mind and was going to report him.  He explained the reason there was no steam but Thurley told him to get out as he was a drunken big brute.  When he spoke to complainant, he was at one end of the room and Turley at the other.  	


Witness told Turley that he had been scabbing on the fireman and he was likely to cause a strike.  He further said that he had drunk blood in Germany and had never been drunk.  He had no intention to do Turley any physical violence—it was not his principle.  The trouble that Turley was putting on all Germans.


The Bench decided to dismiss the case of assault, it being of such a frivolous nature.  In the threatening language case he decided to convict and ordered defendant to be of good behaviour for a period of six months, self in £20 and one surety of £20.  Expenses totalling £5/7/ were allowed against defendant.         Article abridged








Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Wednesday June 14, 1922:


ALLEGED ASSAULT AND ROBBERY


At the Cessnock Police Court yesterday, before Mr F.W.C. Crane, P.M. Alexandor Stuhrit and Edwin Alexander Apthorpe were charged with having assaulted Martin Hansen and robbed him of £20, near Ellalong, on June 4, 1922.  Mr W.J. Enright appeared for Stuhrit and Mr T.A. Hill, for Apthorpe.


Both accused were identified when lined up for identification.  Complainant stated that Stuhrit first caught him by the front of his trousers and tore then down.  At the same moment he took a £5 note from his pocket.  When he resisted, they both smothered his face with sand.  He heard Stuhrit say “I’ve got this, but I suppose he has some more.”  Witness thought he was referring to his money.  Witness put his hand over his shirt pocket and tried to save the £25 that was in it.  Stuhrit pulled his hand away and the again smothered his face with sand.  He then became unconscious.  When he became conscious both accused had driven away in his cart.  He subsequently found his horse and cart about three-quarters of a mile further down the road.  He sustained several abrasions as the result of being assaulted.  He was very drunk from the wine they had been drinking.  The blow from Stuhrit was not hard but it knocked him down.  It was the smothering of the sand that sent him unconscious.


Both accused, who reserved their defence were committed to trial at the Maitland Quarter Sessions on July 14.  Bail was fixed, each self in £80. With one surety in £80, or two in £40.			Article abridged





Cessnock Eagle and South Maitland Recorder Friday December 15, 1922:


SENT ALONG FOR A MONTH – A KNOCK-OUT


Alexander Stuhrit was charged at Cessnock Police Court on Tuesday, before Major Crane, P.M. that he did assault one James Matchett, at Aberdare on December 9th.  Accused was undefended and pleaded guilty, stating that he was drunk.  Complainant said that at 6.20 the accused came up to him and took hold of him by the arm remarking “You are drunk, I’ll take you to the police.”  Accused then pulled him along the road in the direction of Cessnock.  After proceeding some little distance accused hit him on the head with a bottle and knocked him down.  After knocking him down he commenced to kick him in the ribs.  As a result of the injuries, he had been under medical treatment ever since.


Robert Stanners stated that he saw the accused dragging the old man along the Aberdare Road and near Sheriff’s bakery.  He hit him on the head with a bottle and knocked him down, and while he was down he continued to hit him with the bottle.  Witness and a man named Carroll ran over and when they arrived Stuhrit hit Carroll on the head with the bottle, breaking the bottle.  Carroll then returned the blow and knocked him out.


Accused said that he remembered nothing about it.  The P.M. remarked that accused had been frequently before the court, and had it not been for the fact that on his occasion he appeared to have been drunk, he would have sent him to goal for three months.  While to a certain extent drunkenness was the cause, it certainly was no excuse and he sentenced accused to one month’s hard labor in East Maitland goal.	Article abridged





Rosedale Cemetery, Linden, New Jersey, USA


Photo sourced from cemetery’s website








