COMPANY QUARTER MASTER SERGEANT WILLIAM SYDNEY STUBBS
5016 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
William Sydney Stubbs was born on 6 June, 1877 in Gisborne, Hawkes Bay and registered at Turanga, New Zealand the fourth son of John Henry and Elizabeth Harriet (nee U’Ren) Stubbs.  The family came to the goldfields of Western Australia and were working at Southern Cross and their father was a commission agent.
In 1898 the Stubbs brothers were working at Tarcoola mine near Southern Cross and witnesses in the Police Court with the following reported in the:
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He wrote a letter to the editor which was printed in the:
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In 1903 the family were living at Sirius Street, Southern Cross with his father a commission agent and William Sydney working as a miner.
He embraced the social life with the following reported in the:
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Crushing totals from his mine were mentioned in the:
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Further mining pursuits in the area were listed in the:

He married on 25 March, 1912 to Irene Annie “Rose” Delaney at the Anglican Church, Southern Cross and a write up appeared in the:
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He was a devoted member of the Southern Cross Masonic Lodge and was an investiture officer mentioned in the:
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At the recruiting depot in Perth (5th Military district) on 29 February, 1916 the married thirty-eight-year-old store manager applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination subject to the Senior Medical Officer.  Personal particulars taken of the Southern Cross resident show he was 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall with a chest measurement of 100cms (39½ins).  Declared fit on 2 March his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms were completed and describe him further weighing 72.7kgs (160lbs) with a dark complexion, blue eyes and dark hair.  Three vaccination scars were distinctive marks on his left arm.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Irene Stubbs of Southern Cross, W.A. and allotted four-fifths of his pay in support of her and child.   The Oath of Enlistment was taken and signed the same day.

Acknowledgment to the new volunteers was published in the: 
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Basic training commenced with the 56th Depot Battalion from March 20 and allotted to the No. 6 Tunnelling Company on 5 April, 1916.
Recruiting for the No. 6 Tunnelling Company had commenced on March 7, 1916 by Captain Lawson and his four officers.  Instruction classes were formed of officers and N.C.O.’s as there was insufficient time to attend the Engineer’s School in Sydney.  Recruits were forthcoming in abundant numbers and the aim was to have good physical types of skilled W.A. Miners.  

At Blackboy Hill camp the new company paraded daily with sister companies until March 27 when the Company moved camp to Belmont camp.  Stubbs arrived at the camp where four sections were created and training continued through April and May. The remainder of May was occupied in the usual training: musketry, trench work and night work while equipment and clothing issue was also in progress.  Here a difficulty was met in that the general size of the men was considerably above the average and some little trouble was experienced in getting all accurately fitted.

Early in May, 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company consisting of six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks making up two sections, embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.).
One Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.).  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Further acknowledgment to the district’s volunteers was published in the:
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The public was kept informed on the progress of the No. 6 Tunnelling Company with the following appearing the:


The No. 6 Company paraded through the city of Perth where the fine physique of the men, who marched with arms bare to the elbow excited universal admiration.



The transport arrived in port at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916.  The whole company consisting of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 officer and 32 O.Rs entrained at Belmont at 2 p.m., every man physically fit being present and boarded Warilda which left the harbour the same evening.
Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot at Etaples two days later and was taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company on 30 September, 1916.
Gifts of comfort were distributed from the Goldfields Women’s Club and recipients signed the letter of Thanks which was re-printed in the:


Two Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad on 1 June, 1917.
He was to be Lance Corporal from 6 September, 1917.

Further comfort gifts arrived from the Goldfields Women’s Club and the letter of thanks was again signed by all recipients and re-printed in the:

Lieutenant John Dow of the 3rd Tunnelling Company in his report mentions the work of his party during April, 1918 in which Lance Corporal Stubbs participated as follows:
“On April 14th, at 8 a.m. we marched to forward billets of 1st Field Coy, A.E. at Pradelles, our men were attached to the 2nd and 3rd Sections of the 1st Field Coy.  We worked on STRAZEELE defences and spitlocking and digging trenches.  There was a heavy bombardment of billets.  I sent a report by D.R.L.S. to C.O. 3rd Australian Tnlg Coy stating position, nominal roll, and asking for orders.

“On April 15th we reconnoitred positions for charges to mine roads at Strazeelle, Sec. Bois and Railway.

“We excavated for above but there were no explosives to complete the charging.

“On 16th and 17th we dug strong points and alarm posts.  There was very heavy enemy shelling.

“At 8 p.m. orders were received from the C.O. 3rd Australian Tnlg Coy to meet transport at Wallon Capelle at noon of 18th to re-join the Unit.

“On the 18th I fell in the Detachment and we marched to Wallon Capelle.  We met the lorry from 3rd Aust. Tnlg Coy, picked up L/Cpl MAYNE and 8 men at EBBLINGHEM and arrived at Headquarters of 3rd Aust. Tnlg Coy at 6 p.m.

“The following is a nominal roll of the party at 4.30 p.m. on 9.4.18:


“Lieut. N. Campbell



Lieut. J. Dow



1251 Cpl Barsby, S.



4395 L/Cpl Mayne, E.



5016 L/Cpl Stubbs, W.S. 


  910 Spr Ahearn, R.T.



6668 Spr Brownhill, F.H.


  922   “   Bennetts, A.C.



6891   “   Burke, F.S.



4537   “   Burke, W.E.



4277   “   Bunning, W.



4746   “   Cahill, S.



6873   “   Cook, C.W.



6765   “   How, W.G.



4765   “   Hogan, A.W.



5337   “   Hausson, F.G.  


1057   “   Kelly, E.



5363   “   Leaver, C.H.



4419   “   McLean, A.



4422   “   McLean, T.D.



1223   “   Marsh, E.



5786   “   Muir, J.



4434   “   Nunn-Pendle, J.


2325   “   Novok, S.  


1215   “   Peach, J.



5819   “   Ritten, T.   


6645   “   Ryan, T.



4462   “   Roberts, W.



4843   “   Symons, A.V.  


4516   “   Wilson, J.



4818   “   Wilson, P.R.



1237   “   Smitheram, T.T.



5858   “   Watson, J.A.



1200   “   Williams, W.



4808   “   Yaxley, G.



1247   “   Ashford, S.F.



4282   “   Browne, S.



5724   “   MacManus, P.  


2891   “   Blizzard, D.N.



4511   “   Williams, H.

“The behaviours of the Detachment under trying circumstances was splendid.  Their coolness and steadiness under heavy fire was admirable.

“Their conduct, whilst acting as a covering screen in the retirement on the night of the 11th was worthy of the high traditions of the British Army.”
“(Sgd.) JOHN DOW







Lieut.  3rd Aust. Tunl Coy.”

In an audit of the Company, he was noted as still serving on 13 July, 1918.

On 1 October, 1918 he was promoted to Company Quarter Master Sergeant, “A” Section to complete establishment.
He proceeded on leave on 23 October and returned to duty on November 9, 1918.  Two days later Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 22 April, 1919 to report to the Aust Base Depot 1 and left there on April 28 for England arriving a day later to the No. 4 Group camp to await their voyage home.
He was to leave on the transport Somali but did not embark because on 31 May, 1919 was admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for three days and discharged to the Convalescent Training Depot at Parkhouse on 4 June where he remained.  On 22 July marched out to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny.
C.Q.M.S. embarked for Australia on 8 August, 1919 on board H.T. Katoomba on duty.  Base Records advised his wife on 26 August that he was returning home.  His name appeared in the list of soldiers returning published in the:

The transport docked at Fremantle (5th Military District) on 15 September, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at No. 8 Aust General Hospital the same day and his Statement reads:
Any wounds or injury?


No



Any illness on Service?


No



Soldier’s statement of present condition.
Good.   (Sgd.) W.S. Stubbs



Heart, lungs, other organs, hearing – normal.  Any abnormality?
None



Dentally fit



Recommendation.



F.D.


Approved at Perth 16/9/19

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 31 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

The British War Medal (12259) and the Victory Medal (11128) were issued to wear to C.Q.M.S. 5016 William Sydney Stubbs, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.
He was a prize winner in the Hospital Sweep announced in the:


Was employed as a pitman in the tramway workshops Perth and gave details of his occupation to the Arbitration Court which was published in the:

In 1931 their residence was listed as 127 Goderich Street, East Perth with his occupation as a tram employee where they remained.
He returned to the Arbitration Court to give insight on his job as a pitman which was reported in the:


William Sydney Stubbs, late of East Perth passed away at Subiaco on 21 January, 1944 aged 66 years.  Family arrangements were published in the:


Further announcements were placed in the:


Interment took place in the Anglican portion of Karrakatta Cemetery within section ZG in grave no. 107.

Their son Kimberley Stubbs served in World War II.

STOKER CLASS II KIMBERLEY STUBBS

24153 – HMAS SYDNEY
Kimberley Stubbs was born in Perth, W.A. on 8 December, 1922 the son of William Sydney and Irene Annie “Rose” (nee Delaney) Stubbs.  

He enlisted with the Royal Australian Navy at Fremantle on 15 March, 1940 giving next-of-kin as his mother Irene Stubbs.  
He was on board the HMAS Sydney in the Indian Ocean when it was destroyed by German fire on 20 November, 1941 killing all 645 men on board.  No one was recovered and aged 18 years.
The following list of those on board was published in the:


His name is commemorated in the Australian War Memorial in the commemorative area on Panel 8 and  
at the State War Memorial at Kings Park, Perth.

 

He is commemorated on the the Geraldton Memorial to the HMAS Sydney


He is also commemorated on the Plymouth Naval Memorial, Plymouth, Devon, England for those who died at sea and have no known grave and is commemorated in the Naval Memorial at Plymouth, Devon, England.

The following is the official report on the loss of the HMAS Sydney as reported from the Geraldton Memorial’s website, W.A.

LEST WE FORGET

His brother served in World War I
PRIVATE ROBERT MAURICE STUBBS

3282 – 46th Battalion

Gisborne, Hawkes Bay, New Zealand was the birthplace of Robert Maurice Stubbs in 1876 the son of John Henry and Elizabeth Harriett (nee U’Ren) Stubbs.  Early education was at the High School, Gisborne before he came with his family to the goldfields of Western Australia at about seventeen years of age.  He studied at the Ballarat School of Mines attaining his diploma as an Assayer and Metallurgist.
Application for Active Service abroad was made at Southern Cross on 18 September, 1916 and passed the preliminary medical examination and approved on 6 October in Perth.
Described in Attestation Papers as 160cms (5ft 3ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-90cms (33-35½ins) and a fresh complexion with blue eyes and light brown hair.  Distinctive marks were 3 vaccination scars and a scar on his biceps and left ankle.  Church of England was his religion.  Next of-kin nominated was his father John Henry Stubbs of Southern Cross, W.A.  He was sworn in the same day.
Trained at Blackboy Hill, near Perth from October 10 with the 87th Depot Battalion for eighteen days then moved to the 22nd Depot Battalion.  Two months later on December 28 was allotted to the 8th Reinforcements to the 46th Battalion.  His rank was Private with the regimental number 3282.

The HMAT A34 Persic embarked from Melbourne on 22 December under Master of the Ship, Captain C.E. Starck arriving at Fremantle on December 29 collecting the 46th Battalion Reinforcements and departed the same day with Officer commanding Troops as Lt-Colonel N.M. Brazier.  Docked at Durban on January 13 and left the following day.  Cape Town was reached on January 17 and remained until January 30 before departing.  On 12 February arrived at Free Town sailing from there on 15 February and after 72 days at sea docked at Devonport, England on 3 March, 1917. 
The Reinforcements marched into the 12th Training Battalion at Codford for further training for the front.  Proceeded overseas to France via Southampton on 19 June, 1917 marching into the 4th Aust Divisional Base Depot at Havre a day later.  On 8 July marched out to join the 46th Battalion and taken on strength on July 10, 1917.  Was detached to the 4th Aust Division Artillery on 12 January, 1918 re-joining on 26 March.

On 1 April, 1918 was wounded in action suffering a shell wound to his face and transferred to the 3rd Canadian Stationary Hospital, Doullens where he died the following day from action inflicted wounds aged 41 years.  

Burial took place in the Doullens Community Cemetery Extension No. 1 in plot 6, row E, grave 10.

News of his demise was transmitted to next-of-kin and then shared in the:

An Obituary was published in the:

The Officer commanding the No.3 Canadian Stationary Hospital was contacted by the Red Cross Bureau in London with the following statement issued:

46th Battn









STUBBS












Pte R.M. 3282

Died of Wounds

Re 3282 Pte R.M. Stubbs, 46th Battn.  He was admitted to this hospital on April 2nd, with a shrapnel wound in the face, and I regret to day he died the same day.  He is buried in Military Cemetery, Doullens.  Please inform his relatives that everything possible was done to save his life and assuring them of sincere sympathy of myself and staff in their sad bereavement.

For his supreme sacrifice Private 3282 Robert Maurice Stubbs, 46th Battalion was issued with the British War Medal (55269) and the Victory Medal (54429) and the Memorial Scroll (342044) and the Memorial Plaque (342044).  All were issued to his father.
His name is commemorated on the Australian War Memorial in the commemorative area on panel 142.

His grave is located in plot 6 of Doullens Communal Cemetery Extension No. 1, Picardie, France within Row E in Grave no. 10.


LEST WE FORGET
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West Australian (Perth) Friday February 25, 1898:


A SOUTHERN CROSS TRAGEDY – ALLEGED SHOOTING WITH INTENT TO MURDER


John O’Malley Manley was charged on remand at the Police Court this morning with shooting, with intent to murder, George Yarra Bilstan, at the Golden Block Mining Lease, Southern Cross, on 15th February.  The prisoner pleaded not guilty.  The following evidence was taken:


Geo. Yarra Bilstan (who appeared in court with his head bandaged up, his foot in a sling and on crutches) deposed: I am a miner. Residing about two and a half miles from Southern Cross.  Manley has an interest in the mine.


I could recognise Manley’s voice calling out, “Come out you ---dog,” I answered “Wait till I put some clothes on.”  I managed to put my shirt on, and looking up, saw the pistol pointed at me, and Manly either kneeling or stooping at the top of the shaft.  He then fired two shots at me, both going close to my head.  I sang out to him to stop, as someone would be there in a minute.


I kept quiet, and soon after heard him run away, and hear the boy Hope speaking.  I climbed up the shaft and saw Manley dragging something along towards the shaft.  I could not tell what it was, as my eyes were pull of blood and dirt.  When I saw what he was doing I got out of the shaft and ran away.  I made for the Tarcoola mine.  I got there and saw three of the Stubbs and another man.  I told them what happened.  They put me on to a hand-cart and brought me to Southern Cross to the doctor.  I was afterwards taken to the hospital, where I remained till brought to the court this morning.  A bullet was taken from my leg.  It struck me in the calf, just below the knee and was taken out at the ankle.


Cross-examined by the accused.  We had a quarrel last year, but I do not remember what took place.  The bucket produced is the smaller of the two.  The big bucket was thrown down on me.  I never challenged you to fight.  I said I didn’t want to quarrel with you.  I am not in the habit of using bad language.  The short ladder is 10ft long.  I was under the ladder when you spoke to me.


Frederick Thomas Stubbs deposed I work at the Tarcoola mine, which is about half a mile from the Gold Block.  On the morning of the 15th Bilstan came to the mine.  I at first thought it was a blackfellow.  He had blood all over his face and body and leg and he was covered with dirt.  He told me that Manley, had shot him.  He wanted to go down out shaft to hide from Manley, who was after him.  He appeared in great fear of Manley.  I gave him a drink of water and brought him slowly on a hand-cart and with the assistance of by brother Syd., I took him to Dr Ramsay.  I informed Corporal Goodridge that I heard three shots fired in the direction of the Golden Rock before Bilstan came.


William Sydney Stubbs gave similar evidence.


The accused reserved his defence and was committed for trial.  Manley was also charged with unlawfully assaulting one Wm. Hope at the Golden Rock mine, for which he was sentenced to two months’ imprisonment.


										Article abridged











Southern Cross Times Saturday April 20, 1901:


RECENT BILLIARD TOURNAMENT


TO THE EDITOR.  Sir—Some months ago a billiard tournament (with a cue and case for the winner) and a supper were given by Mr D.L. Burns at the Southern Cross Hotel.  At the supper a motion was put and passed to the effect that a return tournament be tendered to Mr Burns to conclude also with a supper.  There were altogether twenty-six players in this tournament at five shillings per member entrance fee. I, with several others, understood that a medal suitable inscribed, was to be presented to the winner, and if there was a balance from the medal it was to go towards the supper.  	


We also understood that we would be called upon for a few shillings for the supper.  			Cont’d





Continues:


A committee was then formed, consisting of four of the intending players.  


The first round was round and played off fairly successfully.  The second round was then drawn, but as some of the committee were beaten in the first round, they appeared to take no more interest in the tournament, and when the third round was drawn, things were almost at a standstill.  


Some months elapsed before the final round was drawn and then the committee, or one of them, told the interested players to draw it, which they immediately did.  The tournament is now finished, and I have spoken to several of the committee, but cannot get any satisfaction as to what is to become of the £6 10s the committee (or secretary) have in hand.  I also wish to make it clear that Mr D.L. Burns had nothing whatever to do with this tournament, except as one of the players.  Trusting that a satisfactory reply will be forthcoming, and thanking you in anticipation—Yours etc.	W.S. STUBBS, Southern Cross, April, 18, 1901.











Southern Cross Times Saturday August 22, 1903:


CHRIST CHURCH SOCIAL


On Wednesday evening last the social and dance organised by the committee of Christ Church, Southern Cross was held in the Mechanics, and from the number present, estimated at over 100, it must be looked upon as an unqualified success.  Songs were then rendered, being intermixed with dancing by Mr W.S. Stubbs, Mr and Mrs C.S. Beveridge and the Glee Club, (member W.S. Stubbs) each item being rendered in a very nice style.


To all of whom the committee desire to express their sincerest thanks, the same being extended to Mr Sydney Stubbs for the excellent services he rendered as M.C. during the evening.			


Article abridged





Western Mail Saturday January 30, 1904:


NOTES


The following crushings have been carried out at the State batteries mentioned: Southern Cross battery: Transvaal leave (W.S. Stubbs); 110 tons for 21oz 16dwt;					


Article abridged





Southern Cross Times Saturday May 13, 1911:


1304—MAGPIE COMSTOCK; Edward Francis Brown, John Edlington, William Sydney Stubbs.


1305—MAGPIE NORTH COMSTOCK; James Moir, Edlington John Harper, William Sydney Stubbs.





Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday March 28, 1912:


SOUTHERN CROSS NOTES


A quiet Wedding was celebrated at the Anglican Church on Monday afternoon by the Rev. Pelham Thorman, who united in the holy bonds Mr William Sydney Stubbs and Miss Irene Delaney.  Mr Stubbs is the fourth son of the evergreen and popular Mr J.H. Stubbs, J.P. (an old resident and one generally respected), and Mrs Stubbs.  The bride is the eldest daughter of Mr and Mrs John Delaney is the local secretary of the branch of the Miners’ Union.  After the ceremony the immediate friends of the contracting parties adjourned to the residence of the bridegroom’s parents, and a pleasant evening was passed.  The toast of the health of the bride and bridegroom was proposed by the Rev. Mr Thorman in felicitous terms and later on Mr and Mrs W.S. Stubbs left for Perth.  Incidentally it may be stated that Mr Edgar Stubbs was best man, while Miss Green was bridesmaid.





Southern Cross Times Wednesday November 20, 1912:


MASONIC INSTALLATION


The annual installation in connection with the Southern Cross Lodge (No. 44 W.A.C.) took place last evening at the Masonic Temple, when Bro. Harold Seddon was installed W.M.  The investiture of officers also took place as follows: J.W. Bro W.S. Stubbs.							            Article abridged





Daily News (Perth) Friday March 3, 1916:


CALL TO ARMS – TO-DAY’S TALLY – OVER THE HUNDRED AGAIN


At the enlistment offices at district headquarters, each day since Saturday last had been marked by over 100 men attending for examination.			FIT FOR SERVICE


W.S. Stubbs, Southern Cross.								


Article abridged





Daily News (Perth) Wednesday March 29, 1916:


YILGARN ROLL OF HONOR


The following is a list of the names of those who have gone into camp from the Yilgarn district during the past month:


William Sydney Stubbs, Corinthian;							             Article abridged





The West Australian Wednesday May 31, 1916:


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY - PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


  Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less than that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.


After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.





The No.6 Tunnelling Company - - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training





The West Australian June 1, 1916:


THE WESTERN MAIL


The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:  


In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No 6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers who have been appointed to command the men. 





Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School, Claremont, marching through the city.





Western Argus Tuesday February 6, 1917:


GIFTS FOR FIRING LINE - WOMEN’S CLUB THANKED


Mrs R.M Jordan, secretary of the Goldfields Women’s Club, has received the following acknowledgement, written in the firing line, France, on November 20, from Sergeant Fred. Thompson, on behalf of his section—“Once again I have to thank your club for a parcel of gifts containing socks, cigarettes, soap, mittens, writing paper etc.  The gifts were distributed by ballot this afternoon under the supervision of Corporal John McKenzie, and the signatures of the recipients are attached.  Following are the signatures—W. Stubbs,													            Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday April 16, 1918:


TUNNELLERS’ COMFORTS – MEN WHO RECEIVED THEM 


Sometime ago gifts were despatched to the front by the No. 1 Tunnelling, Pioneers and Engineers committee, and a list of recipients has now been received by the secretary, Mrs R.M. Jordan as follows—W.S. Stubbs,       


             Article abridged





Western Argus Tuesday September 9, 1919:


RETURNING AUSTRALIANS – TWO STEAMER LISTS


The following is a list of West Australian members of the Australian Imperial Force returning per s.s. Katoomba:


Q.M.S. W.S. Stubbs.									Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday September 16, 1919:


ARRIVAL OF KATOOMBA


			Perth, Sept 15.


The s.s. Katoomba arrive this morning and landed her troops during the day.





Mirror (Perth) Saturday July 7, 1923:


HOSPITAL SWEEP – THE PRIZE WINNERS


Last night the drawing of the Uglies; Children’s Hospital sweep took place and the following are prize-winners:


Early Dawn, 14172, W.S. Stubbs, 43 Windsor-street, East Perth;				Article abridged





West Australian Friday October 15, 1926:


TRAMWAY EMPLOYEES’ CASE – ARBITRATION COURT EVIDENCE


The Arbitration Court gave further attention yesterday to the case in which the Tramway Employees’ Union is applying for a new award.


William Sydney Stubbs, pit-man employed at the tramway workshops, gave details of his work in repairing and renovating tramway gear and apparatus generally.  The work required considerable skill and was often very dirty and disagreeable.  The pit-man’s chance of promotion was a remote one; it was a saying in the service, “Once a pit-man always a pit-man.”							            Article abridged





West Australian (Perth) Saturday September 24, 1932:


TRAMWAY EMPLOYEES – WORK OF MOTORMEN AND LINESMEN


Evidence was concluded in the Arbitration Court, yesterday, in the application by the Commissioner for Railways for a 42-hours week for Government tramways employees, instead of 44 hours.


William Sydney Stubbs, a pitman in the tramway workshops, said he worked 44 hours, a day eight hours on five days and four hours on Saturday.  On some days when an extra rush of work came in, the pitmen speeded up in order to get the work finished by 5 p.m.  Since the 44 hours system came in the number of pitmen had been reduced.  Two men who retired on the age limit were not replaced by other men.  The work was very dirty and arduous.  A 48-hours week would greatly add to his fatigue on those hard cement floors.  A 44-hours week gave him more leisure and enabled him to do his work more efficiently.





West Australian Saturday January 22, 1944:


DEATHS


STUBBS—On January 21, 1944, at Subiaco, William Sydney Stubbs, dearly loved husband of Irene; fond father of Kim (missing HMAS Sydney); loved son of the late John Henry and Elizabeth Stubbs; brother of Claude, Fred (deceased); Morris (deceased), Phil, Edgar and Roy; aged 66 years.


FUNERAL NOTICES


STUBBS—The Friends of the late Mr William Sydney Stubbs of 127 Goderich-street, East Perth, and formerly of Southern Cross and WA Tramways, are respectfully informed that his remains will be interred in the Anglican portion will be interred in the Anglican portion of the Karrakatta Cemetery at 2 o’clock NEXT MONDAY AFTERNOON.  The Cortege is appointed to leave our Service Chapel, 20 Angove-street, North Perth, at 1.30 o’clock.  Friends may proceed by the train leaving Perth at 1.30 o’clock.


ARTHUR J. PURSLOWE and Co.





West Australian Monday January 24, 1944:


DEATHS


STUBBS—On January 21 at Subiaco, William Sydney, loved brother-in-law of Eric (AIF) and Ida, loved uncle of Roy and Bill Taylor.





FUNERAL NOTICES


STUBBS—The Friends of the late Mr William Sydney Stubbs of 127 Goderich-street, East Perth, and formerly of Southern Cross and WA Tramways, and late of 3rd Tunnelling Coy, 1st AIF, are respectfully informed that his remains will be interred in the Anglican portion of the Karrakatta Cemetery at 2 o’clock THIS (Monday) AFTERNOON.  The Cortege is appointed to leave our Service Chapel, 20 Angove-street, North Perth at 1.30 o’clock.  Friends may proceed by the train leaving Perth at 1.30 o’clock


ARTHUR J. PURSLOWE and Co.





STUBBS—Grand Lodge GUOFG—The Brethren of the Grand Lodge are respectfully requested to attend the Funeral of Past Grand-Master, Brother William Sydney Stubbs, which is appointed to arrive at the Karrakatta Cemetery at 2 o’clock THIS (Monday) AFTERNOON.  Brethren may proceed by the train leaving Perth at 1.30 o’clock.  


A. ADAMS MWGM.  A. STONE, Grand Secretary.





STUBBS—Wattle Lodge GUOFG—The Brethren of the Lodge are respectfully requested to attend the Funeral of the late Bro. William Sydney Stubbs, PGM, which is appointed to arrive at the Karrakatta Cemetery at 2 o’clock.  THIS (Monday AFTERNOON, Brethren may proceed by the train leaving Perth at 1.30 o’clock.  


             C.J. CRANE, BWM   J.F. RADFORD, Secretary





Their grave in Karrakatta Cemetery


Photo sourced from Ancestry Public Member Tree – Stubbs submitted by marjorie001 on 16/5/2021





Canberra Times Monday December 1, 1941:


PRESUMED LOST ON H.M.A.S. SYDNEY – PERSONNEL ON VESSEL AT Nov 11, 1941


Kimberley Stubbs, W.A.;								Article abridged








Crew on the HMAS Sydney destroyed in the Indian Ocean by German fire on 20 November, 1941


Photo sourced from Geraldton Memorial to the vessel





State War Memorial Kings Park, Perth, W.A.  Photo sourced from Images of Memorial





Roll of Honour HMAS Sydney Memorial – Geraldton, W.A.     Photo sourced from Memorial website





His name on the Plymouth Naval Memorial, Plymouth, Devon, England


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave submitted by Cliff Barry





Returning from her convoy duties to Java, Sydney was proceeding south along the north west coast of Western Australia when she sighted what appeared to be a merchant vessel at about 1600 on 19 November 1941, some 130 miles west of Shark Bay.


The ship was in fact the German raider Kormoran, (Commander Theodor Detmers) disguised as the Dutch merchantman Straat Malakka.  Sydney challenged the vessel continuously using her searchlight whilst at the same time closing the range between the two ships.


Sydney’s efforts to establish the true identity of the vessel resulted in her closing the range to a point where she no longer had the advantage of her superior armament. At approximately 1715 Sydney had drawn almost abeam of Koromoran to starboard, less than a mile distant. Both ships were steering West-South-West at about 15 knots. The Australian cruiser was at action stations with all guns and torpedo tubes bearing. Her aircraft was on the catapult with its engine running. She then signalled, both by flags and flashing light; ‘Where bound?’ Kormoran replied ‘Batavia’. The crucial moment then came when Sydney hoisted a two-flag signal consisting of the letters ‘IK’ which the raider could not interpret. They were in fact the two centre letters of the Straat Malakka’s four letter secret identification signal. With no reply forthcoming Sydney signalled in plain language ‘Show your secret sign’.


Finally, when concealment of his vessel’s true identity was no longer possible, and with the advantage of surprise, Detmers ordered the Dutch colours to be struck, hoisted the German Naval Ensign and opened fire at approximately 1730 with all armament at a range ‘somewhat more than a mile’.


It is likely that the raider’s first salvo destroyed Sydney’s bridge, with the result that her primary control was immediately put out of action. Sydney’s own guns opened fire almost simultaneously with a full salvo that passed over Kormoran without inflicting damage. Kormoran again scored hits on Sydney with two salvos again hitting her bridge and midships section. According to the Germans all of Kormoran’s armament was brought to bear on Sydney, concentrating on her bridge, torpedo tubes and anti-aircraft batteries.


With her stem low in the water, Sydney now turned sharply towards Kormoran as though attempting to ram. As she did so, the top of “B” turret was blown off and flew overboard, the cruiser then passed under Kormoran’s stern, heading to the southward and losing way. Kormoran, maintaining her course and speed, was now on fire in the engine room where hits by Sydney’s “X” turret had caused severe damage. Smoke from the fire hid Sydney from Kormoran’s bridge but the raider continued to engage with her after guns as the range opened to approximately 4,400 yards.


At about 1745. Sydney fired four torpedoes. Detmers was then turning to port to bring his broadside to bear, however as he did so Kormoran’s engines began to fail. The torpedo tracks were sighted, but Kormoran cleared them and they passed astern. Simultaneously the raider’s engines broke down completely.


Sydney, crippled and on fire from the bridge to the after funnel, steamed slowly to the south returning only sporadic fire from her secondary armament. Although by now the range had opened to 6,600 yards Sydney continued to receive steady hits from Kormoran’s port broadside. At 1800, at a range of 7,700 yards, Kormoran then fired one torpedo that missed Sydney’s stern. Although this fierce action had lasted only half an hour both ships had been dealt mortal blows.


Kormoran fired her last shot at 1825 at a range of about 11,000 yards. In all, she fired approximately 450 rounds from her main armament and hundreds from her anti-aircraft batteries. With the gathering gloom the form of Sydney disappeared from view and was last seen by the Germans about ten miles off, heading approximately South-South-East. Thereafter, until about 2200, all that was seen was a distant glare then occasional flickerings until midnight at, which time all trace of, Sydney disappeared.


Of Sydney’s total complement of 42 officers and 603 ratings, none survived. The only material evidence recovered from Sydney was an Australian naval type Carley life-float recovered eight days after the action by HMAS Heros and an Australian naval pattern life-belt recovered by HMAS Wyrallah. The Carley float is now preserved in the Australian War Memorial in Canberra.





The wreck of the HMAS Sydney (II) was found by the Finding Sydney Foundation on 16th March 2008 approximately 207km (128 miles) from the west coast (Steep Point) of Western Australia at a depth of approximately 2,468 metres.  The wreck of the Sydney will be protected.         Article abridged





Robert Maurice Stubbs


Photo from Aust War Memorial





Kalgoorlie Miner Saturday April 13, 1918:


DEATHS


STUBBS—Dies of wounds on April 3rd, 1918, in France, Robert Maurice Stubbs (“Pos”), dearly beloved fourth son of Mr and Mrs J.H. Stubbs of Southern Cross, and brother of H.C. Stubbs, Orr’s Emporium, Boulder.








Kalgoorlie Miner Monday April 15, 1918:


KILLED IN ACTION – PRIVATE M.R. STUBBS


Word has been received by Mr J. Stubbs, of Orr’s, Boulder, of the death on April 3, from wounds, in a Canadian hospital in France, of his brother, Private Maurice Robert Stubbs, of the 36th Battalion.  The deceased soldier, who was 42 years of age and single, enlisted in September, 1916 and left for the front in December of the same year.


When war broke out, he was in South America, wither he had gone with Mr George Lambert (now M.L.A.) some years previously, and where he had remained after Mr Lamber’s return, having secured employment as an assayer.  He spent a considerable sum to get home to enlist, and arrived just before the death on one of his brothers at Southern Cross.  Years ago, he was employed at Brown Hill mine as a miner, but he saved sufficient to go to Victoria and commence studying in order to become a qualified assayer.  Before he had completed his course he was earning his living in one of the mines, and attending classes at night.  Afterwards he returned to the West, and for some time was employed at Mr Lambert’s treatment works on Boulder-road.  Afterwards he went to South America, and was subsequently employed by a company in Peru.  Another brother Syd, is also at the front, holding the position of quarter-master sergeant to the Tunnelling Corps.








West Australian Monday August 18, 1930:


NAMES FOR TABLETS


The named of West Australian soldiers who gave their lives during the Great War are to be handed down to posterity by means of a series of tablets on the walls of a section of the State War Memorial on Mt Eliza.


A further section of the list of names is published below:


Pte STUBBS, Robert Maurice, 46th Bat.							            Article abridged





State War Memorial Kings Park, Perth, W.A.  Photo sourced from Images of Memorial





Photos of Headstone and Doullens cemetery 


by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project 


www.twgpp.org 














