OSCAR JOEL STERNBERG
Lieutenant – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Oscar Joel Sternberg was born on 14 March, 1885 at Latrobe, Tasmania and registered at Port Sorrell, the second eldest son of Samuel and Henrietta Leonie (nee Bloch) Sternberg.
In 1904 he was at Deloraine where the following took place:
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A year later he travelled to Melbourne listed in the shipping list published in the:
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He attended the Technical College in Broken Hill, New South Wales where in 1911 was studying for a Certificate in Mineralogy and Geology with some results published in the:
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After graduating with a Diploma in Metallurgy from the Tasmanian University and Certificates in Geology and Mineralogy with the Sydney Technical College he became an Associate Member with the Institute of Mining Engineers while working at the North Mine in Broken Hill:
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He stated he participated at Area 82A Senior Cadets and other social activities were reported in the:
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On 8 February, 1916 he applied to enlist for active service abroad at the Recruiting Depot in Melbourne, Vic and passed the preliminary medical test have previously been rejected due to defective teeth and vision.  The metallurgical chemist’s address was “Thallasia” Fitzroy Street, St Kilda and was referred to the Eye Board and declared fit for active service.
Forms of Attestation describe the thirty-year-old as 174cms (5ft 8½ins) tall, weighing 69kgs (152lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-98cms (34½-38½ins) and a fresh complexion with blue-grey eyes and scanty brown hair.  Distinctive marks were two vaccination scars on his left arm, scars on right shin and left knee and upper lip.  Religion was Hebrew.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father at 15 Ackland Street, St Kilda, Vic.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.
After basic training was allotted to the 10th Field Company Engineers from 16 March, 1916 to 27 April then sent to the Engineer Officers’ Training School as a sergeant to 18 September. 

He first applied for a Commission with the Aust Imperial Forces on 6 April, 1916 and again on 12 September, 1916 with particulars given as holding a Metallurgical Diploma, Tasmanian University; Certificate of Geology and Mineralogy, Technical College, Broken Hill and a First Aid Certificate.  Military qualifications were Lieutenant Senior Cadets, B Coy, Area 82A; Sergeant, Engineer Officers School, Roseville and present Acting Company Sergeant Major, 9th Reinforcements 2nd Pioneers.  Civil employment was assistant surveyor, North Mine, Broken Hill, NSW.  Postal address was care of S. Sternberg “Doona” 15 Ackland Street, St Kilda, Vic. 

On September 20 was transferred to Seymour, Vic with the 7th Reinforcements to the 2nd Pioneers to 27 October then to the Mining Corps and on to the Reserve Company on 1 November, 1916.
His Commission was appointed on 19 February, 1917 and announced as follows:


This news was also announced in Broken Hill in the:


He was allotted to the March, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Second Lieutenant.  Military authorities noted his Will was lodged with his father.
The Reinforcements of 167 members embarked on HMAT A32 Themistocles from Melbourne, Victoria on August 4, 1917.  The voyage across the Pacific was rough and stormy for several days causing sea sickness on board.  As the ship entered the Tropics it became very hot.  Colon, Panama was reached on August 31, 1917 and during the unavoidable eight-day delay very heavy rain and muggy conditions were endured.  The transport docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia on September 18, 1917 and three days later left to experience good weather across the Atlantic arriving in Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917 after a fifty-nine-day voyage.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth, England marching into Nos 1 and 3 Details camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

Marched out on 7 November, 1917 to the Engineers’ Training Depot at Brightlingsea and proceeded overseas to France from Folkstone on 10 January, 1918 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot, Havre the next day.  On 6 February, 1918 marched out to the 4th Division Engineers, Havre and taken on strength on February 12.  On 1 March was detached to the Aust Corps School at Merekeghen  and re-joined his unit on March 23.

On 6 June, 1918 was transferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field where sections were working at Loos on the Hythe Tunnel, dugouts at Givenchy-le-Bassee and a tunnel system at Vermelles.  He was taken on strength on June 11.  

He is photographed with the Officers of the 3rd Tunnelling Company in front of their Nissen Hut at Noeux-les-Mines on 19 June, 1918.

Commission to be Lieutenant on 11 September, 1918 was granted.  
In the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company the following was recorded on him:
“On 11.6.18, 2/Lieut. O.J. STERNBERG reported for duty from 4th Div Engrs was posted to No 4 Section.

On 11/9/18, 2/Lt O.J. Sternberg was promoted Lieutenant.”


Lieutenant proceeded on leave to Paris on 10 September and returned to duty on September 26.  In an audit of the company he was noted with his unit on 31 October, 1918 and when Peace was declared.  
The Tunnelling companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.
Further leave to Paris was taken from 16th-30th January, 1919.

Orders were received on 27 March to report to the Aust General Base Depot to prepare for their return to England.

The After War Report for the Company gives their movements as:

“On 29-3-19 Lieut. R.J. Cavanagh MC, Lieut. J. Dow, Lieut. R. De Passey, Lieut. Honman and Lieut. J.O. Sternberg, with 102 ORs marched out to join Quota 21, at LE HAVRE for demobilisation and repatriation.”
They departed for England on 2 April, 1919 from Havre arriving at Southampton the following day marching into the E.S.O. then to No. 3 Group Camp at Codford.
On 24 April, 1919 marched out for Non-Military Employment (NME) with pay and subsistence with Allen & Gilbertson Co Ltd, Assay – Steel at Pontardawe, Glamorganshire, Wales until 22 July and granted an extension to continue to 23 September, 1919.  On expiration of NME marched out to the Deputy Assistant Adjutant General’s office the following day and leave was extended from September 25 to 8 October.  The Commandant, A.I.F. Headquarters extended leave without pay or allowances from 9th to 16th October inclusive then a further extension of leave followed from 17th to 24th October and to report to Sutton Veny. 
After demobilisation Lieutenant Sternberg embarked for Australia on 1 November, 1919 on board H.T. Nestor and was struck off strength.  Base Records advised his father on 15 November that he was returning home.  
The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 17 December, 1919 with news of their arrival published in the:
His appointment was terminated in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 22 January, 1920.
His name, later that year, appeared in the:

For serving his country Lieutenant Oscar Joel Sternberg, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (68754) and the Victory Medal (68474).
In 1922 he is listed as a farmer at Latrobe, Tasmania.

He married 6 April, 1927 at Latrobe to Phillippa Terese Oppenheim with their nuptials reported in the:


In 1928 they couple were living at 70 Gilbert Street, Newtown working as an assayer for the Electrolytic Zinc Company at Risdon, Hobart.
He was the honorary manager of the Hobart Orpheus Club with one of their events advertised in the:


He passed the St John Ambulance First Aid examination with results published in the:
In the Supreme Court in Hobart early in 1932 he was a witness for the plaintiff with proceedings published in the: 


The St John Ambulance Certificate examination was again passed in 1933 and results reported in the:

They returned to visit relatives at Latrobe which was noted in the:


The Company’s annual first aid course examination reported he gain his certificate as reported in the:


They were visitors on a short visit to Ulverstone and Latrobe during 1938: 


Base Records prepared a copy of his service records for the Hobart Branch of Repatriation and forwarded on16 June, 1939.
The St John Ambulance label was presented to him by the Governor in 1939:

In 1943 their address was listed in Electoral Rolls as 70 Doyle Avenue, New Town with the occupation of assayer where they remained.
He entered a Road Safety Slogan competition in 1946 and his entry was randomly published in the:


Oscar Joel Sternberg passed away on 21 May, 1960 aged 75 years.  Cremation took place at Cornelian Bay Crematorium.

His brother also served in WW1.
28-year-old Simeon Herman Sternberg signed the Attestation Paper on 10 August 1915 stating he was a Clerk by occupation and had completed 4 years of a Pharmacy apprenticeship.  He was appointed to Headquarters, 6th Field Artillery Brigade on 27 September and embarked at Melbourne on 22 November 1915 on board HMAT A34 Persic as 7903 Acting Bombardier Simon Herman Clifford Sternberg.
Transferred to the Australian Army Medical Corps in March 1916, he served in differing Field Ambulance units, Casualty Clearing Stations and Hospitals until retuning to Australia in June 1919 having attained the rank of Corporal (Acting Sergeant).  He was discharged from the A.I.F. in August 1919.
Simeon re-enlisted for service with the A.N.& M.E.F. stating his occupation as Chemist. 2040 Private Simeon Herman Sternberg arrived in Rabaul on 18 March 2021 per S.S. Melusia for duty as Dispenser and was given Honorary Warrant Officer Class 2 rank.
In May 1921 he transferred to the Civil Administration, Rabaul.
He returned to Australia, married Violet and had a family and died in Tasmania on 27 February 1938.  He is buried at Cornelian Bay Cemetery and Crematorium at Plot Jewish Burial Number 46. 
The service of the brothers is commemorated on the Jewish Community of Tasmania Roll of Honour.
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North Western advocate and the Emu Bay Times: Saturday July 23, 1904:


HUNTING – A DELORAINE RUN


The third Deloraine hunt of the season was held on Wednesday afternoon last and was undoubtedly the best of the season.  The weather was all that could be desired, the going fairly good, and the fences exceedingly big.  Some excellent jumping was witnesses over the quick hedges on Mr R.T. Hall’s estate.


Among those who appeared to be enjoying the splendid run were noticed:


O.J. Sternberg on St Kilda.								Article abridged  





Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday August 2, 1905:


LAUNCESTON – SAILED


Coogee, s.s. 762 tons, W. Nichol for Melbourne.  Passengers: Messrs: O.J. Sternberg	Article abridged





Barrier Miner (Broken Hill) Monday June 12, 1911:


TECHNICAL COLLEGE – EXAMINATION RESULTS


The results are to hand of the recently held examinations for first term students at the Broken Hill Technical College and as sub-joined. 


MINERALOGY


First Year—Honours: O.J. Sternberg


ORGANIC CHEMISTRY


First Year—First grade: O.J. Sternberg							Article abridged





Barrier Miner (Broken Hill) Saturday September 16, 1911:


TECHNICAL COLLEGE – SECOND TERM EXAMINATION RESULTS


MINERALOGY


First Year—Honours O.J. Sternberg							Article abridged





Barrier Miner (Broken Hill) Saturday January 27, 1912:


THE TECHNICAL COLLEGE EXAMINATIONS – BROKEN HILL STUDENTS


In association with the technical College annual examinations, the following report has been issued as a part of the results. The balance will be issued when available.


MINERALOGY


Second grade: Oscar J. Sternberg							Article abridged








Kalgoorlie Western Argus Tuesday September 10, 1912:


INSTITUTE OF MINING ENGINEERS


The following have been admitted to the Australasian Institute of Mining Engineers:


As Associate Members: Oscar J. Sternberg, Broken Hill.					Article abridged





Barrier Miner (Broken Miner) Monday May 1915:


BROKEN HILL MOTOR CLUB – SPEED GUESSING COMPETITION


The Broken Hill Motor Club held its first competition for this season on Saturday afternoon.  From every point of view the outing was most successful, the weather conditions being perfect for motoring.


The appended list shows the number of points lost by the other competitors:


O.J. Sternberg: 15 M.P.H Test 461; 20 M.P.H. Test 68; Total Points Lost 529.		


Article abridged





Barrier Miner (Broken Hill) Tuesday August 3, 1915:


MEETINGS – BROKEN HILL MOTOR CLUB


The General Monthly MEETING will be held THIS EVENING, as 8 o’clock, at the Y.M.C.A.  Business: Election of Secretary and General.  The resident (G.P. Baxter, Esq.) will also deliver a Paper.


									O.J. STERNBERG


									     Acting Secretary





Commonwealth of Australia Gazette Thursday March 8, 1917:


DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE – APPOINTMENTS


The undermentioned Sergeants of the Australian Imperial Force to be 2nd Lieutenants, dated 19th February, 1917


OSCAR JOEL STERNBERG								


Article abridged





Barrier Miner (Broken Hill) Friday March 16, 1917:


LIEUTENANT O.J. STERNBERG


Mr O.J. Sternberg, late of the North Mine, has just received his commission as Lieutenant in the A.I.F. in Victoria.





Officers of the 3rd Tunnelling Company at Noeux-les-Mines, France on 19 June, 1918   Lt Sternberg identified


Photo sourced from Australian War Memorial – copyright expired – public domain.





Argus (Melbourne) Wednesday November 26, 1919:


RETURNING TROOPS – TRANSPORT NESTOR’S LIST


The following members of the Australian Imperial Force are returning to Victoria by the transport Nestor, which left England on November 11.


Lieut. O.J. Sternberg									


Article abridged





Argus (Melbourne) Tuesday December 16, 1919:


SOLDIERS RETURNING - ARRIVALS BY THE NESTOR


Four hundred troops, including a large percentage of officers, arrived in Melbourne yesterday morning and disembarked from the steamer Nestor shortly after 10 a.m.  They were conveyed to the Sturt Street depot in motor-cars provided by members of the Royal Automobile Club.  At the depot they were met by their Excellencies the Governor-General and Lady Helen Munro Ferguson, who both spent some time conversing with officers and men.  While waiting for their leave passes the returned troops were provided with refreshments by the members of the V.A.D. organisation.  The men reported having had an excellent voyage under satisfactory conditions both as to food and accommodation.





Commonwealth of Australia Gazette Thursday September 16, 1920:


AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES – 3rd MILITARY DISTRICT


OSCAR JOEL STERNBERG								Article abridged





Advocate (Burnie) Tuesday April 19, 1927:


WEDDING BELLS – STERNBERG—OPPENHEIM


Two of the oldest families known to Latrobe were united when on Wednesday evening the last Rev. W.J. Dodson, celebrated the marriage of Miss Phillippa Terese Oppenheim to Mr Oscar Joel Sternberg; the grandparents of the young people being old pioneers.  Miss Phillippa is the eldest daughter of Mr Leslie Oppenheim, of Forest Hill Latrobe, which was the original home of the late Mr and Mrs Benjamin Oppenheim.  Mr Oscar Sternberg is the second eldest son of the late Mr and Mrs Samuel Stenberg, of Melbourne and formerly of Latrobe and Deloraine, where Mr Henry Block, his grandfather was well known.


The ceremony was held in the Masonic Hall, which was simply and effectively adorned with arch and pillars wreathed with trails of Virginian creepers, where the bridal pair stood.  On tall stands pink begonias were arranged.  Masses of foliage stood in the corners; the whole being tastefully arranged by girl friends of the bride.  Mrs Bond played the bridal march from Lohengrin as the bride who had been her pupil, entered the hall with her father, who gave her away.  


After the ceremony the 50 guests betook themselves to the Royal Hotel, where Mr and Mrs Leslie Oppenheim received them in the hall and the bridal pair inside the dining room, where a dainty and beautiful supper was set.  Here, at the hall the colour scheme was pink with shaded lights and tulle bows tying bunches of tinted leaves.  Strands holding bowls of beautiful blooms all tended to make a fairy setting.


The happy couple left for a motor tour of the East Coast.  Their future home will be in Hobart.   


Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday June 13, 1928:


HOBART ORPHEUS CLUB


FIRST SUBSCRIPTION CONCERT, TOWN HALL, TUESDAY, JUNE 19TH 


at 8 p.m.


Assisted by the following Artists


[not listed here]


								F.S. LEVIS Sec and Treas.


								O.J. STERNBERG, Hon. Manager





Mercury (Hobart) Saturday September 5, 1931:


ST JOHN AMBULANCE – EXAMINATION RESULTS


Electrolytic Zinc Co., Class (Dr H. Cordner, surgeon instructor)


O.J. Sternberg										


Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday March 2, 1932:


COLLISION ON ROAD – MOTOR-CYCLIST’S INJURIES - £400 DAMAGED AWARDED


Arising out of a collision which occurred at the corner of Pirie Street and the Main Road at New Town on May 11 last year, a claim was heard in the Supreme Court at Hobart yesterday before Mr Justice Crisp, in which George Delbridge, an assayer, employed by the Electrolytic Zinc Co, at Risdon, sued John William Grove of Hobart, for £1000 damages, as compensation for injury and loss of employment.  The jury found for the plaintiff, and awarded £400 damages.


George Delbridge, 58 Bathurst Street, said he was riding his motor cycle home from work about 5.15 p.m. on May 11.   A fellow employee named Sternberg, was in the side car, and Mill, an apprentice, was on the pillion seat.


Oscar Joel Sternberg, 70 Gilbert Avenue, New Town, assayer, corroborated plaintiff’s evidence, regarding the collision.  He communicated with the police after the accident, and stayed on the scene till a constable arrived.   The positions of the vehicles were not altered.  Grove gave no signal of his intention to turn into Pirie Street.


									Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) Tuesday September 13, 1932:


ST JOHN AMBULANCE – EXAMINATION RESULTS


The annual clasps of instruction at the Electrolytic Zinc Co’s works at Risdon has completed its course, under the guidance of Mr D. Cordner.  The following are the recommended for certificates.


Messrs: O.J. Sternberg									Article abridged





Advocate (Burnie) Tuesday March 21, 1933:


SOCIAL NOTES


Mr and Mrs O.J. Sternberg, Lenah Valley, Hobart, are the guests of relatives at “Forest Hill,” Latrobe.





Mercury (Hobart) Friday December 6, 1935:


PRACTICAL FIRST AID – HOBART DEMONSTRATION – WINNDERS OF LABELS, PENDANTS AND MEDALLIONS


Electrolytic Zinc Co.—O.J. Sternberg							


Certificates—O.J. Sternberg								Article abridged





Advocate (Burnie) Thursday July 21, 1938:


SOCIAL GOSSIP – NOTES FROM TOWN AND COUNTRY


Mr and Mrs Oscar J. Sternberg, of Lehan Valley, Hobart, who came to the North-West Coast at the week-end to attend the wedding of Miss Mary Ann Davenport with Mr Sternberg’s nephew, Mr A.D. (Les) Sternberg, which took place in the Methodist Church, Ulverstone, on Saturday evening, paid a brief visit to Mrs O.J. Sternberg’s mother, Mrs L.H. Oppenheim, of “Forest Hill” Latrobe, before returning to the South.





Examiner (Launceston) Friday December 1, 1939:


ROYAL HUMANE SOCIETY’S AWARDS


Medallions, labels and pendants were awarded at a meeting of the St John Ambulance Association and Royal Humane Society by the Governor (Sir Ernest Clark).


Labels: Oscar J. Sternberg									Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) Tuesday December 10, 1946:


GREAT INTEREST IN SAFETY COMPETITION


ENTRIES for the Road Safety Slogan and Cartoon Competition sponsored by “The Mercury” already have been received from many centres.  The slogans display a good deal of originality, and there appears to be no doubt that the judging committee will have a difficult task in making the final selections.  Some of the slogans selected at random from the entries already to hand are:


“Death takes a holiday when wisdom takes the wheel” (O.J. Sternberg, Lenah Valley)	Article abridged





The Electrolytic Zinc Works, Risdon, Hobart, Tas 1960 - Photo sourced from Library Tasmania 





Jewish Community of Tasmania Roll of Honour 


Photo sourced from Monument Australia contributed by Arthur Garland 2016








