SAPPER MICHAEL STEPHENS

5625 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Michael (Mick) Stephens was born on 27 September, 1876 the second eldest son of Charles Henry and Cecelia (Cecily) (nee Tierney) Stephens in Deloraine, Tasmania.  He worked for the Tasmanian Railway Department.  In 1911 he was a witness on a court case on the Dundas line which was reported in the:
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He married on 1 December, 1915 at Great Lake, Bothwell to Mary Collins and they lived at Wynyard, Tas.
At the recruiting depot at Wynyard Town Hall on 29 February, 1916 the thirty-six-year-old married railway guard applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall with a chest measurement of 103cms (40½ins) with good vision in the right eye and fair sight in the left one.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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He presented at Claremont camp on 17 April, 1916 and Attestation forms describe him further weighing 76kgs (168lbs) with a chest expansion of 90-100cms (37-39½ins) and a fair complexion with blue-grey eyes and fair hair.  Roman Catholic was his religious faith.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Mary Stephens of Deloraine and allotted two-fifths of his pay in support of her.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.  
Further recognition of the recruits entering camp was published in the: 

After basic training the men were transferred to the Miners Reinforcements at Seymour, Victoria (3rd Military District) on 1 July and allotted to the October, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5625.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  

Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on the transport S.S. Onward on the 28 January, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.  On 8 February was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on 22 March.

While overseas wrote a letter to the Ulverstone station master with the following published in the:


Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

Service continued without illness or injury and was counted in an audit of the company on 19 July, 1918.

Leave from France was granted and taken from 18 October to 2 November, 1918.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy. 

He appeared before the Repatriation Medical Board at Charleroi, France on 26 February, 1919 and his Statement of Case reads:




Disability:
Nil



Present condition:
Normal


     Medical classification:
A1



Fit for service:

yes



Board finding:

no disability



Disablement:

no disability



Finding:

permanently fit general service



Approved:

Marchienne 16/3/19

Further leave to Paris was taken from 12th April, 1919.

Orders were received to report to the Aust Base Depot 2 and they left there on April 18 crossing to England and marching in to the No. 2 Group camp a day later to await their voyage home.

After demobilisation Sapper Stephens embarked for Australia from Devonport, England on 4 June, 1919 on board H.T. Mahia.  Base Records advised his wife on 14 July that he was returning home.  

The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 17 July, 1919 with news of their arrival reported in the:


The Tasmanian soldiers were accommodated at the Domain camp, Melbourne until their final voyage home.

Sapper appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board in Hobart (6th Military District) on 4 August, 1919 and his Statement reads:



States:

No wounds.  No sickness.  Feeling well now.  (Sgd.) M. Stephens.





Heart – clear.  Lungs – clear.  





No further treatment required



Approved Hobart 5/8/19

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 11 September, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  Sapper 5625 Michael Stephens, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (6555) and the Victory Medal (6435) for serving his country.

The 6th Military District at Anglesea Barracks, Hobart forwarded medical and service documents to Base Records on 27 September, 1919 and advising his dates of return and discharge.

His wife Mary Stephens died on 25 September, 1921 at Wynyard aged 38 years.  Announcement was published in the:


In 1928 he was working as a railway guard while at Invermay Road, North Launceston.
He married Mary Louisa (surname unknown) about 1930 as in 1937 they were at Lebrina, West Launceston and he was a railway porter.

He was a witness at an Inquest at the Wynyard Court House in 1935 with his statement reported in the: 



On 25 April, 1942 the Tasmanian Line of Command Area Records Office, Anglesea Barracks, Hobart wrote to Base Records in Canberra, ACT as their office had been advised by the Police Department that a Female Relative Badge (1914-1918 War) numbered 144892 was found in Deloraine, Tasmania and handed in to the Police Office of that district.

Enquiries by the Police failed to locate the owner and would they please furnish this office with name and address of the person to whom it was issued.  Records replied on 1 May, 1942 in regards to ownership of the badge advising it was issued to Mrs Mary Stephens, Great Lake, Tasmania in respect of the service of her husband ex-No.5625 Sapper Michael Stephens, 2nd Tunnelling Company, A.I.F. 1914/18.

The couple’s address in 1943 was 31 Henty Street, Launceston and retired.

Michael (Mick) Stephens passed away on 9 July, 1944 aged 68 years.  Family notices appeared in the:


A report of the funeral was published in the:


Interment took place in monumental portion of Carr Villa Cemetery within section A4 in grave no. 87 on July 11.


His service is commemorated on the Tasmanian Government Railways Roll of Honour.
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Zeehan and Dundas Herald Wednesday January 25, 1911:


COURT OF REQUESTS


Michael Stephens, guard, in the employ of the Railway Department, said he knew the landing wood by Mrs Reynolds on the north-East Dundas line.  He remembered some firewood being consigned from the landing about November 18.  It was sent by a man named Allen.  From 1 ½ to 2 tons were taken from the landing.





North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Thursday March 2, 1916:


TABLE CAPE RECRUITS – ANOTHER SATISFACTORY MUSTER


Altogether 42 young men from The Table Cape district responded to the call of duty and presented themselves before Captain Dr Smellie at the Wynyard Town Hall on Tuesday for medical examination for the Expeditionary Forces.  Of this number 18 were pronounced fit for active service; 11 for home service; 9 failed to pass the necessary test and 4 have yet to be examined.  The following were accepted for active service—M. Stephens											Article abridged





North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Wednesday April 19, 1916:


THE NEW ARMY – ENTERED CLAREMONT CAMP


The following men (22) joining the Claremont camp on Saturday—Privates M. Stephens	       Article abridged





North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Wednesday May 9, 1917:


BOYS AT THE FRONT


Mr A.T. Bessell, station master at Ulverstone, has received a letter from Sapper M. Stephens, 2nd Tunnelling Co., A.I.F.  He writes from Belgium, and reports himself being well, but would like to see a little more water and less ice, as being able to get a wash is often very difficult for a week at times!  However, like all the men who are helping to beat the Hun, he takes the position as it presents itself and make the best of it.  He mentions that he met Frank Lay, Keith Maddap and Arthur Green from Wynyard; the two latter were with him at the time he wrote, and were well; they wished to be remembered to the people of Wynyard.  He stated that Jack Hocking from Allen’s siding, was also there, and well. 





The Herald Thursday July 17. 1919:


MAHIA TROOPS LAND


Crowds lined the streets this afternoon and gave the troops from the Mahia a warm welcome.  The reception was the warmest which has been seen for several months, due to apparently the fact that the contingent was a very large one, numbering more than 600 and the people were in a holiday mood owing to the approach of Peace Day.


The Victorian troops were taken to the depot and dealt with and the Tasmanians went to the Domain camp pending arrangements for their transport.  The South Australians went on by special train, and the soldiers for New South Wales and Queensland remained on board, and will complete their voyage by sea.





Advocate (Burnie) Monday September 26, 1921:


DEATHS


STEPHENS—On September 25, at the Spencer Hospital, Wynyard, Mary, wife of Michael Stephens (Railway Department), aged 38 years.


FUNERALS


STEPHENS—The funeral of the late Mrs Michael Stephens will take place at the Wynyard Cemetery tomorrow (Tuesday) at 3 p.m.—W.A. Porter, Undertaker.





Mercury (Hobart) Saturday January 12, 1935:


RAILWAY FATALITY - N.W. COAST SMASH – DEPARTMENT EXONERATED – EVIDIENCE AT INQUEST


A finding that deceased met her death accidentally, and that every precaution was taken by the Tasmanian Government Railways Department to see that the line was safe, was the verdict of the Coroner (Colonel J.P. Clark) at the resumed inquest at the Wynyard Court House yesterday, concerning the death of Eileen Elizabeth (“Sheila”) Lyons, of St Kilda (V) following serious injuries incurred in the train smash at Doctor’s Rocks on December 28.  							


Cont’d





Continues


In giving his finding, the Coroner expressed deep sympathy with the relatives of the dead child and the crew of the train.


Michael Stephens, guard, stated that when the train was leaving the Somerset station Mrs Heazlewood, caretaker of the station, advised him that there was a terrible lot of water at Seabrook, which was about three miles on the Wynyard side of the accident.  He regarded that as a suggestion to keep his eyes open, but he did not pass the information on to the driver, as the train was the on the move.  If necessary, he would have warned the driver and stopping the train.  He did not consider there was any occasion to warn the driver until they reached the locality of Seabrook.	


									Article abridged





Examiner Monday July 10, 1944:


DEATHS


STEPHENS—On July 9, at his residence, 31 Henty-street, Launceston, Michael (Mick), dearly-loved and loving husband of Mary Stephens, and loving father of Patricia (Mrs Cleaver), and second eldest son of the late Charles and Cecily Stephens, of Longford, aged 68 years.  R.I.P.  Late 1st A.I.F. and Tas. Government Railways.


FUNERAL NOTICES


STEPHENS—Requiem Mass for the repose of the soul of the late Mr Michael Stephens will be celebrated at 8 a.m. on Tuesday at St. Finn Barr’s, Invermay.  The funeral is appointed to leave St Finn Barr’s at 2 p.m. for interment in the Carr Villa Cemetery.  Friends are invited to attend—C.T. FINNEY, A.F.D.A. 16 Brisbane-street.





Examiner (Launceston) Wednesday July 12, 1944:


FUNERALS – MR MICHAEL STEPHENS


There was a large attendance of friends, relatives and ex-railway employees at the funeral of Mr Michael Stephens, which took place at Carr Villa Cemetery yesterday afternoon.


Father G. Cullen conducted the services at St Finn Barr’s and the cemetery and Mr Hugh Bearup conducted the Anzac service.


Chief mourners were the widow, Mrs Stephens, Mr and Mrs Cleaver (son-in-law and daughter), Messrs Robert, Charles, William and Ernest Stephens (brothers), Mr and Mrs R. McCarthy, Mr and Mrs J. Flight, Mr and Mrs J. Collins and Mr and Mrs Cyril Roberts (brothers-in-law and sisters)


Pall-bearers were Messrs C. Hays, F. Conway, E.W. Barnard, E. Morris, and A Chilcott, ex-members of the Tasmanian Government Railways.


Among the many floral tributes were those form the Post Office and members of the St John Ambulance nursing staff.


Funeral arrangements were carried out by Mr C.T. Finney.





Family plot in Carr Villa Memorial Park, Launceston


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website





Tasmanian Government Railway Staff Roll of Honour 
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