SAPPER JACK STANLEY
286 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Jack Stanley stated he was born in Middleborough, England in 1882 the son of William and Emily (nee Moran).  He came to Queensland, Australia and was working in Central Queensland in 1915.
At the recruiting depot in Rockhampton on 13 October, 1915 the single thirty-three-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Forms of Attestation describe him as 160cms (5ft 3ins) tall, weighing 54kgs (119lbs) with a chest measurement of 89cms (35ins) and a dark complexion with brown eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a tattoo of four Union Jacks on his upper left arm.   Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his friend Mrs Bridget Dobson of Alpha, Qld.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.
Acknowledgement to the new recruits was published in the:


He was sent on 18 October, 1915 to join other recruits from across the country for training with the Mining Corps at Casula camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales and allotted to the No. 1 Company in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 286.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.
The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.
Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’
The No. 1 Company was officially transferred to the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field on 24 December, 1916.

On 17 August, 1917 his next-of-kin was changed from his friend to his sister Mrs A. Jagger, Village Institute, Crigglestone, near Wakefield, Yorkshire.

His service continued without illness or injury until leave from France was granted and taken from 1st to 11th September, 1917.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Leave from France was again taken from 11th to 26th February, 1918.

His section attended the First School of Musketry for the fortnight ending 9 June, 1918 with No. 1 Squad and his scores are as follows taken from the Unit Diary: 


Sapper was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.
Leave from France was again granted and taken from 7th to 21st December, 1918 but overstayed his leave.

Military Discipline was issued for the following:


Crime:

While on Active Service AWL from 6.30 a.m. 21/12/18 to 6.30 a.m.





2/1/19


Award:

12 day’s Field Punishment No. 2 by Office Commanding 1st Tun. Coy

Total forfeiture:
24 day’s pay

Orders were received on 12 February, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot and they left to return to England on February 24 arriving at No. 3 Group Camp the next day at Parkhouse.

His Kit was inspected with the Inventory of items as follows:


Hat badge, ankle boots with laces, braces, shaving and tooth brushes, comb, 2 drawers, fork, 


Knife and spoon, greatcoat, khaki hat, cardigan jacket, razor & case, 2 flannel shirts, singlet

3 prs socks, chin strap, towel, 2 collar badges, breeches, service dress jacket, boot laces, 


Putties, 2 Australia titles & sea kitbag.

He was issued to complete his kit the following:


Hairbrush, holdall, singlet and towel


Putties were withdrawn and replaced

On 20 March, 1919 marched out to the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery at Heytesbury to await their voyage home.

Sapper was issued on 1 April, 1919 with a khaki drill suit.

After demobilisation Sapper Stanley embarked to Australia on 20 April, 1919 on board H.T. Boonah.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin on 22 May that he was returning home.


Further discipline was issued on board the troopship for the following:



Crime:

Cape Town 16/5/19 AWL from 1000hrs general muster parade 16/5/19



Award:

2 days F.P. No. 2 by Lieut.-Col. D.W. Laird O.C. Troops 17/5/19
The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 8 June, 1919 and soldiers for Queensland were transhipped to the Sardinia for the remainder of their voyage.  News of their impending arrival was announced in the:


His name was among those returned and listed in the:


The Queensland soldiers boarded a special train for the remainder of their journey to Brisbane (1st M.D.) with news of their expected arrival published in the:
He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board on June 14 at No. 6 Aust General Hospital, Kangaroo Point and his Statement of Case reads:


Neither wounded or sick
(Sgd.) Jack Stanley



Dentally fit



Confirmed: 15/6/19

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 28 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
In 1919 he was a stockman at Mt Leonard.

The British War Medal (12211) and the Victory Medal (12052) were issued to wear to Sapper 286 Jack Stanley, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

His residence was at Surbiton, Alpha during 1925 and 1926 with no occupation listed.

He was granted a permit while working at Kensington Downs in 1934 with the following reported in:


In 1936 he was a cook at Barcaldine Downs, Saltern and a year later worked at Gordon Downs, Capella as a labourer to 1943.  In 1949 he was a cook at Yan Yan, Capella.
Jack Stanley passed away in 22 May, 1949 aged 67 years.
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Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton) Tuesday October 19, 1915:


CENTRAL DISTRICT VOLUNTEERS


Twenty-four recruits enlisted for service with the Australian Imperial Force left Rockhampton, Friday, Saturday and yesterday.


Their names are:


J. Stanley, Alpha									Article abridged





NO 2 SECTION


Squad Sergeant:  Sergt. A.J. Smith			


Squad No. 1.						First School: MUSKETRY


							Fortnight ending 9-6-18


No.	Rank.		Name				Grouping	Rapid	Vanishing Target	Total


  286        Spr.		Stanley  J.			         25 	       8		      5		    38


Average per man	                                        20.6	           11.3	           16.0


Total average 48.3


Possible          70





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday 10 June, 1919:


DISEMBARKING TOMORROW


The troopship China, which is expected tomorrow morning, is carrying in addition to her own troops, the New South Wales soldiers by the Boonah, who were transhipped at Melbourne.


Relations and friends who have the tickets marked China or Boonah will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 9.30 a.m.  The Queenslanders will not disembark.


Cars numbers on the Red Cross Register from 321 to 461 are required to be at No. 1 Wharf at Woolloomooloo at 9.30 a.m. 





The Queenslander Saturday June 14, 1919


PER H.T. BOONAH


286 J. Stanley										            Article abridged





Brisbane Courier Saturday June 14, 1919


FURTHER ARRIVALS TODAY – SARDINIA AND BOONAH CONTINGENTS


Soldiers who returned on the Sardinia and Boonah are expected to arrive by special train from Sydney to-day at 5.40 p.m., at Platform No. 5, Central Station.  Two passes only will be issued by the military authorities to enable the next of kin (as laid down by the soldier) to gain access to the railway platform upon arrival of the train.  Next of kin are requested to call for their platform tickets at the Staff Office for Returned Soldiers, Victoria Barracks. Only those motor cars authorised by the Defence Department, through the Returned Soldiers’ Transport Corps, will be allowed within the enclosure.  Relatives and friends of members of the Australian Imperial Force will not be allowed in these cars.





The Western Argus Saturday April 22, 1934:


D.I. BOARD MEETING – CORRESPONDENCE


Scalper permits are to be issued to Mr Jack Stanley from Kensington Downs		Article abridged








