SAPPER PATRICK ALOYSIUS SIMPSON

5618 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Born at Leith, Scotland on 28 July 1890, Patrick Simpson was the son of John and Margaret (nee Goldie) Simpson.  His father was an Irondriller (ship building) who had married on 22 July 1880.  Patrick had 3 brothers and two sisters, all born at Leith.
He married Mary Brown Oliver at Newcastle in 1916.  Mary was born on 23 May 1890 at Minmi, New South Wales, the daughter of George Black Oliver & Jean Livingston.
George Black Oliver and his then small family had departed London on 1 Apr 1886 on board Orient, sailing via Plymouth, Naples, arriving at Adelaide on 15 May then on to Sydney, disembarking on 17 May 1886.
On 13 May 1916 at the Recruiting Depot, West Maitland, New South Wales, Patrick Aloysius Simpson, hairdresser of Cessnock, completed an ‘Application to Enlist in the Australian Imperial Force’.  Deemed Fit for Active Service, his Application was accepted the same day.

On 12 June 1916 at Broadmeadow, New South Wales, he signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’, stating he was a hairdresser by occupation.

He named as his Next-of-Kin his wife, Mrs. Mary Simpson of Harris Street, Cessnock and allotted two-fifths of his pay for the support of his wife.

A medical examination the same day recorded that he was 25 years and 10 months of age, stood 5ft 10ins tall and weighed 180lbs.  He had a medium complexion, gray eyes and brown hair.  He was of the Presbyterian faith.

He also signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ that day, also at Broadmeadow.  
Training began at Newcastle Depot Battalion on 21 June and on 5 July 1916 he was appointed to the Miners Reinforcements at Seymour, Victoria.

He embarked at Melbourne, Victoria, for the Western Front on 25 October 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.

516 Tunnellers Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses, Patrick Simpson being one of them.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  They felt the effects of the wind going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Freetown in Sierra Leone was the next port of call where they arrived on 29 November.  Their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Ulysses arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916, after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and entraining for Tidworth.

5798 Sapper George Oxman, (later of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company) recorded the voyage in his Diary:

Dec 5.
It took 1½ hours to take 1000 men ashore for the afternoon.  We have to pay 6d each for the loan of the punts.  We were fastened with ropes with one punt to the other coming back, the rope broke and we were drifting out pretty quick but the tug boat soon had us back again.  Not too clean of a place.  The women stand in a stream and wet their clothes they are washing and place them on a flat stone and then belt into them with a flat piece of wood like a bat. 

Dec 9.
Had to get some coal and fresh water. The officers went ashore to buy some fruit to sell to us they wouldn’t let us buy off the natives so when they came back with the fruit - none of us would buy it off them.

Dec13. 
29 Big boats in here now.

Dec 14.
Left for England with four other transport auxiliary cruiser escorting us.

Dec 25.
On the sea between Gibraltar and England it has been very foggy.  We had roast pork for Christmas dinner and some baked scones.  They were as hard as rock.

Dec 26.
Very foggy torpedo boats came to escort us in the rest of the way.  Got our kit bags out of the holds.

Dec 28.
We had nothing to eat from 7.30am to 3.30pm.  We had to buy some cakes during the last week on the boat.  We held the Dead March on a roast they gave us (250 of us) for our dinner.  We marched up to the top deck with it, all the rest of the men were watching us and laughing.  We got roared up a bit after it but we didn’t care.  
Got on the train at 4pm.  Got to Perham Downs camp at 11pm.  Nothing to eat from the military until 8 or 9 the next morning.  Then we had two tablespoons of boiled salmon and spuds and a mug of tea.  Mud from 1-6 inches deep.

Patrick proceeded overseas to France on 28 January 1917 and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD), Rouelles, the next day.

He was attached to the 2nd Australian Tunnelling Company (2ATC) on 8 February 1917 and was taken on strength on 2 March.
A daughter, Jean Patricia Simpson was born in NSW 1917.

On 15 March 1917, his brother, 15664 Private Peter Simpson, 1st Battalion, Scots Guards, was killed in action and buried at Sailly-Saillisel British Cemetery, France.

On 10 May 1917 Patrick was awarded 15 days Field Punishment No.2 and forfeiture of £3-15-0 for absenting himself from Trench parade at 8.15pm on 7 May.  

On 4 June 1917 he was awarded 20 days Field Punishment No.1 and forfeiture of £5 for ‘conduct to the prejudice of good order and Military Discipline in attempting to steal beer and creating a disturbance’ on 3 June.
On June 17, 1916 drift gas from a gas shell attack caused gas poisoning of many men of 2ATC, Patrick possible one of them.
The Company moved to Nieuport in the same month to construct subways for Operation Hush and was involved in the enemy attack - Operation Strandfest - in this coastal sector in July 1917, recorded in the official histories as ‘The Affair at Nieuport Bains’.
On 13 July 1917 he was awarded 14 days Field Punishment No.2 and forfeiture of £3-10-0 for being absent without leave from 10 am until 12 am on 12 July.
On 20 July he reported sick and was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station suffering I.C.T. (inflammation of connective tissues) of his heel.  He was treated at the 2nd Canadian General Hospital and the 3rd Convalescent Depot at Le Treport, before being discharged to Base Details, Rouelles, on 20 September 1917.
On 6 October 1917, his brother 307382 Driver John Simpson, 124th Heavy Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery, was killed in action and buried at Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Belgium.
On 9 October 1917 while at the AGBD, Havre, he was awarded 10 days Field Punishment No.2 for being absent without leave from the 5.45 pm parade on 8 October.

He re-joined his Unit in the Field on 15 October.
On 12 January 1918 A.I.F. Headquarters, London, recorded that he was absent without leave ex France.  He was placed on the AWL List (Absent Without Leave) on 9 February 1918.

His father, John Simpson, pipelayer, retired, married to Margaret Goldie, died on 11 February 1918 at Leith Scotland, aged 63 years.  Informant of his death was his son, Patrick Simpson, of Cessnock, NSW, Australia, who was present in the house when the death occurred.

On 9 March 1918 a Court of Inquiry was held in the Field and declared that No.5618 Spr Simpson P.A. absented himself without leave from the 2nd Aust. Tun. Coy. on 12 January 1918 and that he was still absent.
On 20 September 1918 the Australian Record Office, Horseferry Road, London, was advised by the War Office, London, that a sum of money was due to No. 5618 Sapper Patrick Aloysius Simpson, 2nd Tunnelling Coy., A.I.F. from the estate of the late No. 307382 Gunner John Simpson, 124th Heavy Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery.
Spr Patrick Aloysius Simpson surrendered himself to the Military Authorities on 5 December and after 7 days awaiting trial, a District Court Martial was held on 13 December 1918 where he was charged with ‘Whilst on Active Service, Absent Without Leave in that he in London at 6 am on 12 January 1918 failed to proceed overseas to rejoin his Unit in France, as it was his duty to do, and remained absent without leave until he surrendered himself to the Military Authorities in London on 5 December 1918 at 1100.’

He was sentenced to 1 years detention at Lewes Detention Barracks.

Patrick left London on 12 June 1919 for return to Australia, for ‘disciplinary reasons’, on board Port Darwin.  On the same day, 183 days of his sentence were remitted.

On 9 July 1919 Base Records advised Mrs. P. Simpson, in a ‘Confidential’ letter, that Patrick was being returned to Australia ‘for disciplinary reasons’ and therefore no rail concessions were available.

Disembarking at Melbourne on 27 July 1919, he travelled by train to Sydney where a medical examination at the Domain ANZAC Buffet recorded:

Since gassing in June 1917.  Has had recurrent attacks.  Bronchial catarrh and difficult.


Referred to Disembarkation Hospital, V. Barracks, Sydney.

Suffers from Dyspnoea (breathless on exertion) and Asthmatic attacks at night, but is slowly improving.  
His present condition was recorded as:

Chest and circulatory system.  Clear.  Looks somewhat pale and anaemic.  Still suffers from Asthmatic attacks, especially at night, and dyspnoea on exertion. 

His documents record that he was discharged from the A.I.F. in the 2nd Military District on 28 July 1919.

On 26 August at the Disembarkation Hospital, his disability was deemed to be due to Military Service and ‘not an injury’; not permanent, with anticipated improvement in 12 months, and his working capacity affected 10% in his pre-enlistment trade and 20% in the general labour market.
A ‘Flimsy’ attached to his records show he was Discharged (‘MU’ –medically unfit) on 3 October 1919, the reference being Routine Order 197/19 dated 28 August 1919.
He returned to Cessnock and operated ‘Pat Simpson – Hairdresser and Tobacconist, Vincent Street, Cessnock' in the early 1920s.
In March 1921 Base Records wrote to Headquarters, 2MD, suggesting that his discharge be amended to reflect that he was returned to Australia for disciplinary reasons.
On 4 April 1921 Patrick wrote to Base Records asking if his military records had been supplied to any one in Cessnock since he had been demobilised as this was doing him serious harm from a business point of view.

On 6 April 1921, “B” Branch, AAG’s Department, 2MD, advised Base Records that D.F.O.s records show he was discharged on 28 July 1919 “SNLR” (services no longer required) and that Routine Order 197/19 would be cancelled and an amendment appear in the next R.O.
Base Records replied to Patricks’ 4 April letter on 12 April 1921 stating that information in regard to his A.I.F. service had not been supplied to any person outside the Department, and noted his present address on his records.  Base Records did not advise him that his discharge had been amended to SNLR on that same day.
The Medal Board recorded on his documents ‘Not Eligible for War Medals’ on 25 July 1922.

In March and April 1927 the Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate reported on a dispute Patrick had with a local builder contracted to erect a brick cottage at Mayfield.  The dispute involved £121 15s 9d being the balance claimed to be due for completion of the building.  After much testimony and witness statements the Judge found in favour of Patrick.  
The 1930 Electoral Roll records Patrick Aloysius Simpson, Commercial Traveller, living at 5 Ada Street, Waratah, NSW with Mary Brown Simpson

The 1932 Electoral Roll records Patrick Simpson, Traveller, living at 35 Kerr Street, Mayfield with Mary Brown Simpson and Marys’ brother George Black Oliver, Clerk.
The 1934 thru 1937 Electoral Rolls records Patrick Simpson, Traveller, living at 1 May Street, Mayfield, NSW with Mary Brown Simpson.
In 1940, their daughter Jean married Alan Hugh Gammidge in NSW.
The 1943 Electoral Roll records Patrick Simpson, Traveller, living at Ella Street, Adamstown, NSW with Mary Brown Simpson.
The 1949/1954 Electoral Roll records Patrick Simpson, Traveller, living at 60 Ella Street, Adamstown, NSW with Mary Brown Simpson.  In 1949 their daughter Jean and her husband Alan Gammidge were living at 58 Ella Street.  In 1950 Alan Hugh Gammidge was sworn as a Justice of the Peace in NSW.
In 1951 Patrick was one of two Executors named in the Will of the late Jean Oliver of Adamstown.

The 1958/1963 Electoral Roll records Patrick Simpson, no occupation, living at Pacific Highway, Belmont, NSW with Mary Brown Simpson,
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In a 1967 newspaper article about 5771 John ‘Jack’ Ling (3ATC), it is stated: 'With him in France was his uncle, Paddy Simpson, also from Cessnock' 

Patrick Simpson died on 3 October 1967 at Belmont, NSW aged 75 years.  His ashes are at Newcastle Memorial Park, E G W 13/2 H/120.
He is commemorated at the  New South Wales Garden of Remembrance adjacent to Sydney War Cemetery Memorial Avenue, Rookwood, NSW at Wall: 11 - Panel: D,
The 1968 Electoral Roll records Alan Hugh and Jean Patricia Gammidge living at McKillop Road, Dee Why, NSW.

Mary Brown Simpson died on 3 March 1977 aged 85 years at Dee Why, NSW (recorded on FindaGrave as ‘Mary Oliver Simpson’).  Her ashes are at Newcastle Memorial Park, E G W 13/2 H/121. 
Her father, George Black Oliver, born 6 March 1859 at Riccarton, Ayrshire, Scotland, on 4 July 1919 aged 60 years and is buried within Cessnock Cemetery with his wife Jean who died on 16 December 1950 aged 88 years.
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