SAPPER THOMAS SIMMONS
3922 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Denver, County Colorado, USA was stated to be the birthplace of Thomas Simmons about 1868.  He came to Australia.  It is not known where he married but his wife’s name was Bridget but they settled in the Bendigo district, Victoria where he worked as a miner.
At the recruiting depot in the Town Hall in Bendigo on 28 February, 1916 the thirty-eight-year-old married miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms reveal he 178cms was (5ft 10ins) tall, weighed 72.7kgs (160lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-90cms (34-35½ins) and a dark complexion with brown eyes and black turning grey hair.  Distinctive marks were two sized scars of burns on front of his chest and abdomen.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Bridget Simmons of Bridge Street, Bendigo and later changed to Post Office, White Hills, via Bendigo and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of his wife and children.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance as an American citizen.
Acknowledgement to the new recruits was published in the:
[image: image1.jpg]


Basic training commenced at Broadmeadows camp, near Melbourne from March 1 allotted to the No. 5 Tunnelling Company.
Around the same time recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company had been training in Brisbane Queensland (1st Military District) and embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

Action for the following was given for the following:



Offence:
Disobedience of Standing Orders – bounds – 2/5/16


Award:

7 days C.B. [confined to barracks] 7/5/16 

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW (2nd Military District) on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  
The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3922 in No. 5 Tunnelling Company was assigned to him.  

The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.
While at Broadmeadows Camp he was photographed with other Bendigo volunteers and their Commanding Officer before they embarked which appeared in the Bendigo Advertiser on 27 May, 1916 and in the Bendigonian issue on 1 June, 1916.

The Reinforcement proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot on 30 August and Sapper marched out on 25 September to the 2nd Aust Tunnelling Company and was taken on strength on September 30.
On 28 February, 1917 he was admitted to the 47th Divisional Rest Station suffering Amblyopia (dimness of vision) being discharged to duty on March 4.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:
While on Active Service AWL from Trench Parade from 8.30 p.m.





2/8/17



Award:

14 day’s F.P. No. 2 [Field Punishment] and £3/0/- forfeit
While on leave in London he was admitted on 10 October, 1917 to the 2nd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Southall – condition not stated – until granted balance of his leave on 18 October and marched into Administration Headquarters, London the next day.
He appeared before a Medical Board at Southall on 11 October, 1917 and his Statement of Case reads:



Occupation & Age:

49 years – farmer


Disability:


chronic bronchitis and rheumatism, defective hearing and 







vision


Place of disability & date:

Sailly, Northern France – May, 1917



Essential facts:

Was in the line, engaged in tunnelling and the cough 







gradually developed.  At the same time, he was suffering







from rheumatism.  He was three weeks under treatment







at a camp where haemoptysis was noticed. (Coughing 

up blood from lungs or bronchial tubes).  He went back 
to duty, but on several occasions, he has been gassed in the

line and that seemed to have increased the severity of the

chronic cough.  His hearing commenced to become defective

in May, 1917, and his vision also about the same time

became defective.



Caused by:


Pre-existing conditions and advancing years







Augmented by exposure consequent on life in the trenches



Present condition:

Hearing very defective in both ears and vision for both near






and distant objects very defective.  Chest expansion poor,







numerous moist rales (wheezing) at both bases.  Complains







of constant myalgic pain in lumbar region.



Recommendation:

Discharge permanently unfit – change to Australia.  12/10/17




Board’s opinion:
Result of active service, infection and age



Disability permanent:

Yes



Labour capacity:

¼% incapacity 




Finding:

Permanently unfit for general and home service

Marched out on 19 October, 1917 to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

His young daughter Eileen Simmons died a few weeks before he was due to return to Australia with the following notices appearing in the:

She is recorded under Ellen Simmons in cemetery records.
A small report of the tributes at the cemetery were reported in the:

Base Records replied on 11 December, 1917 to Mr B. Simmons acknowledging their letter of 6th inst. and to inform that the information therein had been passed to the District Paymaster, Victoria Barracks, Melbourne for notation.  If the Mrs B. Simmons shown as wife of Sapper Thomas Simmons has removed from Bridge Street, Bendigo, kindly ask her to notify their office.  
Mrs Bridget Simmons wrote to Base Records on 14 December, 1917 informing them that her address was 125 Barnard Street, Bendigo.   
Sapper Simmons embarked for discharge in Australia from Devonport, England on 21 December, 1917 due to Chronic Rheumatism, defective hearing and eyesight, on board H.T. Persic.  
There was no improvement of his condition during the voyage.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 12 February, 1918.  
Announcement of their impending arrival was published in the:
He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Referee Board No.2 the same day at No. 11 Aust General Hospital and his Medical Notes stated:

Chronic Bronchitis and Rheumatism; Defective Hearing and Vision; Mitral Systolic.  Incapacity: Half

Board recommends discharge as permanently unfit.  Dated 3/3/18
He was granted the following pensions as from 20 March, 1918 to 125 Barnard Street, Bendigo:

Self

Granted 30 shilling per fortnight from 20/3/18


Bridget wife

  15 shillings per fortnight from 20/3/18


Gladys  dau

  10 shillings per fortnight from 20/3/18

Lorna    dau

  7/6 shillings per fortnight from 20/3/18
During 1918 snippets of him appeared in the:


His Will was returned to Base Records on 9 February, 1920.

For serving his country Sapper 3922 Thomas Simmons, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (45515) and the Victory Medal (44739).
Thomas Simmons passed away on 12 October, 1921 aged about 53 years.  Interment took place in the monumental portion of Bendigo General Cemetery (now Bendigo Remembrance Park), section K6X in grave no.25237 the following day.  He is listed as Simmonds.  There is no headstone.
Base Records were advised on his demise in March, 1923.

As he died after discharge and was relative to his overseas service within the required period after the war, he was eligible to other war memorabilia available to his widow.  
The Memorial Scroll (307202) was issued on 13 April, 1923 and the Memorial Plaque (307202) went out on 11 April, 1923.  She receipted delivery of the Plaque on April 17 and the slip for the Scroll on 26 April, 1923.
Mrs Bridget Simmons was buried in Bendigo Remembrance Park on 20 February, 1967.
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Bendigo Advertiser Tuesday February 29, 1916:


EAGLEHAWK RECRUITS


The following Eaglehawk recruits were passed by Dr A. Lyons yesterday—William Mitchell, Thomas Simmons and Chas. Jinks.





Bendigo Independent Tuesday February 29, 1916:


RECRUITING IN BENDIGO – 30 PRESENTED: 21 PASSED


An exceptionally good day was experienced at the Town Hall Recruiting Depot yesterday, 30 men coming forward for examination.  Of that number 21 passed the medical examinations, eight were rejected, and one case is pending.  The names of the successful applicants are:


Thomas Simmons, miner, Bridge Street, Bendigo.					Article abridged





Numbers by www.tunnellers.net and original photo courtesy of Peter Wagstaff.





Bendigo Independent Thursday December 7, 1917:


FUNERAL NOTICES


SIMMONS—The friends of Sapper THOMAS SIMMONS (on active service) and Mrs B. Simmons are respectfully invited to follow the remains of their late dearly beloved daughter (Eileen), to the Bendigo Cemetery.  The funeral will leave their residence, 125 Barnard Street, This Day (Thursday), the 6th inst. at 3 p.m.


FIZELLE AND MULQUEEN, Funeral Directors





Bendigo Independent Friday December 7, 1917:


OBITUARY


The funeral of Eileen Simmons, the little daughter of Sapper Thomas Simmons, on active service, and Mrs B. Simons, took place yesterday, leaving their residence, Barnard St., and was followed by many friends.  Choice floral tributes were received from Mr and Mrs Junck, Mrs Curnow, Mr and Mrs Tierney, Mr and Mrs Reardon, Mr and Mrs Evans, M. and Mrs Meehan, Mr and Mrs Cameron, Cris, Alan and Harold Nielson, Mr and Mrs G. Avenhall, Mrs Percy Curnow, Mrs Johns and family, Mrs Bolan, Mr and Mrs Storey, the Misses Storey, Misses Spain, Mrs Edna Day. 


The funeral was carried out by Messrs Fizelle and Mulqueen.





Age (Melbourne) Tuesday February 12, 1918: 


GENERAL NEWS – WOUNDED ARRIVE TO-DAY


A vessel bringing a large contingent of returning soldiers to Australia will arrive at Port Melbourne at 7.30 a.m. to-day.  Disembarkation will commence at 10 a.m.  The following are the quotas for the various States—Victoria 11 officers and 345 other ranks; South Australia, 1 officer, 1 nurse and 147 others; Tasmania, 53; New South Wales, 13 officers and 430 others; Queensland, 4 officers and 172 others.  Those for New South Wales and Queensland will not disembark here. 





Bendigo Independent Wednesday April 24, 1918:


MISCELLANEOUS


SOUTH NEW MOON tributors, Thomas Simmons and party, operating at 980ft north, milled 21 tons for 10oz 11dwt.








Bendigo Independent Tuesday July 16, 1918:


RETURNED SOLDIERS HELPED


(To the Editor of Bendigo Independent)


Sir,—On behalf of myself and other returned soldiers, I desire to thank Dr T.E. Green and also Mr A.L. Bolton, the president of the Bendigo Branch of the National Federation, for the manner in which they have looked after our interests, particularly in connection with getting back payments due to us.  Apart from our meagre pensions we have been without sustenance money for some considerable time, and the position has been particularly trying for those of us who are married.—Yours, etc.				Sapper THOMAS SIMMONS








