SECOND CORPORAL ALFRED GEORGE SHEPPARD
3381 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Alfred George Sheppard was born about 1859 and baptised on 27 November, 1859 at Hounslow, Heston, Middlesex, England the son of Alfred Henry (bootmaker) and Emma Jane Sheppard.  In 1861 the family were residents in High Street, Hounslow, Heston and were Alfred Henry (25) town shoemaker, Emma Jane (26) and Alfred George (1).  
A decade later in 1871 the family were living at 70 Bloom? Road, Hounslow and the family consisted of Alfred H. (35) shoemaker, Emma J. (36), Alfred G. (11), Emma (9), Rachel (7), Caroline (3) and Walter Wyndham (11mths).

At about fourteen years-of-age he stated he joined the Royal Navy in 1873 and saw service around Africa and the East and Persian Gulf.  
In 1882 service took him to Egypt and Sudan and then the navy sent sailors to restore order in Samoa from German occupation.  In 1895 his time was expired and took discharge after serving thirteen years.

He came to Australia and worked in a coal mine at Katoomba, New South Wales.  He had enlisted with the Naval reserves and when the War in China broke out the Australian Naval Contingent was an expeditionary force sent in 1900.  
His name appears in the list of members at the muster published in the: 
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He returned to work at the coal mines at Kurri Kurri being listed there in 1913 at Edward Street with the occupation of miner.  He was secretary of the local Rifle Club and at the opening of the new Rifle Range he continued on as secretary as reported in the:
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When the call for miners to join the Mining Corps was circulated throughout mining areas, he applied to enlist for active service at the recruiting depot in Kurri Kurri on 9 April, 1916 and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show the single miner as 159cms (5ft 2¾ins) tall with a chest expansion of 95-99cms (37½-39ins) giving his age as 48½ years but was closer to 57 years old.  
Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Forms of Attestation were completed and describe him further having a medium complexion, good vision in his grey eyes and brown hair.  
Medical notation was varicocele (varicose veins in scrotum).  Religion was Methodist and distinctive marks were Tattoos on his chest and both arms.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Miss Emma Sheppard of Bloomsbury Road, Springrove, England and later changed to 2 Thornbury Road, Isleworth, England.  
The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken at West Maitland on 25 April, 1916.

He was allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company on 25 April, 1916 and they moved to Rosebery Park, Sydney on 10 May, 1916 for combined training.

Meanwhile in Queensland the recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on 10 May, 1916 they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   
The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3381 in No. 4 Company were assigned to him.  

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park, Sydney and reported in the:

He was promoted to Second Corporal on 22 May, 1916.

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  
The Non-Commissioned Officers were photographed before embarkation and published in the:



The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.
Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot the following day and was attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company on 25 September who were situated at Bailleul, Belgium working on dugouts at T121 and Hill 63.
On 20 November, 1916 was admitted to the 6th London Field Ambulance suffering myalgia (muscular pain) and three days later moved to the New Midland Casualty Clearing Station returning to duty on 3 December re-joining the next day.

2nd/Corporal marched out on 23 April, 1917 to the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples and the medical board classed him with  “permanent base duties” and was transferred to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on May 4.
The same day appeared before the Medical Board and his Statement of Case reads:




Disability:
Overage 50 old injury to right knee



Date of disability:
prior to enlistment



Place of disability:
Australia



Essential facts:
Fracture to right knee in coal mine by stone falling on him 25





years ago.  10 months in the line until could no longer carry on



Present condition:
Overage 50.  Cannot march, leg gives way.  Suffers dyspnoea 






(breathless) on exertion.  Old for line.  Otherwise, good health


Disability permanent: Yes



Recommendation:
permanently unfit for general service.  Fit for home service.



Approved:

12/5/17

2nd Corporal Sheppard embarked for Australia on 20 May, 1917 from Devonport, England on board H.T. Ayrshire.  The transport docked in Sydney (2nd Military district) on 20 July, 1917 and their impending arrival was announced in the:

He reported to the No. 4 Aust General Hospital at Randwick on 3 August, 1917 for treatment of overage and old injury to right knee and remained a patient there until August 8.  The medical board report states:



Permanent.  Military impairment not greater than from enlistment.  Senility & old 



injury to knee.  Recommend discharge.

The 2nd Military District forwarded his medical and service documents to Base Records on 11 August, 1917 advising of his return to Australia on 20 July, 1917 and discharge on 23 August in consequence of medical unfitness.

He applied for a Military Pension on 13 August, 1917 for himself at Edward Street, Newtown but was rejected – no capacity as result of warlike operations.  Military discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 23 August, 1917 as medically unfit.

The British War Medal (45407) and the Victory Medal (46481) were issued to wear to 2nd Corporal Alfred George Sheppard, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.
In 1929 he went before the Workers’ Compensation Commission with the hearing date published in the: 


From 1934 to 1937 he is listed residing at Third Street, Pelaw Main with the occupation of miner.
He gave an interview while a patient in Newcastle Hospital in November, 1939 which was published in the:

Alfred (Pop) George Sheppard passed away in 1940 aged about 81 years (born 1859) possibly in the Newcastle Hospital as his death is registered as Newcastle.  There were no funeral notices published and no record of where he was buried or cremated.
His name is commemorated as a volunteer from the district on the Wickham “Citizens of Wickham” Volunteer Honour Roll consisting of 391 names.  It is held in the Mayfield-Waratah RSL Sub-branch, Newcastle, NSW.
© Donna Baldey 2022
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THE BOXER REBELLION

The Yihetuan Movement was an anti-foreign, anti-colonial and anti-Christian uprising in China between 1899 and 1901, towards the end of the Qing dynasty by the Militia United in Righteousness ((Yìhéquán). Because many of its members practised Chinese martial arts, referred to at the time as Chinese boxing, in English it became known as Boxers hence The Boxer Rebellion.

The period was from 18 October, 1899 to 7 September, 1901 (1 year, 10 months and 20 days) taking place in Northern China and the Yellow Sea.

AUSTRALIAN PARTICIPATION IN THE CONFLICT
By the end of May 1900 Britain, Italy, and the United States had warships anchored off the Chinese coast at Taku, the nearest port to Peking. Armed contingents from France, Germany, Austria, Russia, and Japan were on their way. In June, as a Western force marched on Peking, the Dowager Empress T'zu-hsi sent imperial troops to support the Boxers. Further Western reinforcements were dispatched to China as the conflict widened.

Australian colonies were keen to offer material support to Britain. With the bulk of forces engaged in South Africa, they looked to their naval contingents to provide a pool of professional, full-time crews, as well as reservist-volunteers, including many ex-naval men. The reservists were mustered into naval brigades, in which the training was geared towards coastal defence by sailors capable of ship handling and fighting as soldiers.

When the first Australian contingents, mostly from New South Wales and Victoria, sailed on 8 August 1900, troops from eight other nations were already engaged in China. On arrival they were quartered in Tientsin and immediately ordered to provide 300 men to help capture the Chinese forts at Pei Tang overlooking the inland rail route. They became part of a force made up of 8,000 troops from Russia, Germany, Austria, British India, and China serving under British officers. The Australians travelled apart from the main body of troops and by the time they arrived at Pei Tang the battle was already over.

The next action involving the Australians (Victorians troops this time) was the siege of the Boxer fortress at Pao-ting Fu, where the Chinese government was believed to have sought refuge when Peking was taken by Western forces. The Victorians joined a force of 7,500 on the ten-day march to the fort, only to find the town had already surrendered; the closest enemy contact was guarding prisoners. The international column then marched back to Tientsin, leaving a trail of looted villages behind them.

While the Victorians marched to Pao-ting Fu and back, the NSW contingent was undertaking garrison duties in Peking. They arrived on 22 October, after a 12-day march. They remained in Tientsin and Peking over winter, performing police and guard duties and sometimes working as railwaymen and firefighters. Although they saw little combat, the Australian forces helped to restore civil order, which involved shooting (by firing squad) Chinese caught setting fire to buildings or committing other offences against European property or persons. The officers and men of the Australian contingents were dissatisfied with the nature of the duties they were asked to undertake. They had expected martial adventure and the opportunity to distinguish themselves in battle but had arrived too late to take part in significant combat.

The entire naval brigade left China in March 1901. Six Australians died of sickness and injury, and none were killed as a result of enemy action. While they had been away the colonies from which they sailed only nine months before had become a federal commonwealth and Queen Victoria died in England.

It was an allied victory with the Boxer Protocol signed.

Source: Australian War Memorial
Evening News (Sydney) Thursday August 2, 1900:


THE WAR IN CHINA – OUR NAVAL CONTINGENT – NAMES AND NUMBERS OF THE MEN


There was a muster at Fort Macquarie yesterday morning when the Brigade fell in for the purpose of receiving equipment for the China expedition.  


The list of names up to date, with the regimental numbers, is as follows: 194 A.G. Sheppard.        Article abridged





Maitland Daily Mercury Wednesday January 27, 1915:


MAITLAND COALMINES – RIFLE RANGE OPENING


There was a good muster of members of the Kurri Rifle Club and visitors yesterday, on the occasion of the opening of the new rifle range.  The range is situated about a mile south-west of Weston railway station, the site being regarded as admirable for the purposes, besides being within easy distance of Kurri, Weston and Abermain.


The officers of the club are—J. Price, captain; A.G. Sheppard, secretary, G.W. Frost, treasurer.


Mr Sheppard was secretary of the old club, and he is the pioneer of the rifle club movement on the field, and to him and Captain Price is due a large share of credit for what has been done.		


Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						


Article abridged





Second Corporal A.G. Sheppard identified as circled





Town and Country Journal (Sydney) Wednesday May 24, 1916:





Sydney Morning Herald Friday July 20, 1917: 


INVALID SOLDIERS RETURNING


A number of invalid soldiers will arrive this morning.  Friends and relatives who have received tickets marked “R” from the Staff Officer for Invalids and Returned Soldiers will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 9 a.m. to meet their men.


Queensland invalids will be taken direct to the Central Railway Station where they may be seen by their friends.  They will leave for Brisbane at 11.15 a.m.  The Newtown Men’s Voluntary Aid Detachment will accompany the Queenslanders.


Red Cross motor cars numbered on the register from 174 to 230 are required to be at the No. 1 Wharf, Woolloomooloo at five minutes to 9 a.m.





Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Thursday November 28, 1929:


COMPENSATION – COMMISSION’S SITTINGS


The Workers’ Compensation Commission will commence a sitting at the Courthouse, Newcastle on Monday December 2.  The following cases have been set down for hearing before his Honor Judge Pendriau and Messrs Routley and Halliday.


Thursday, at 10 a.m. Alfred G. Sheppard v. John Brown and anor., trading as Jas. and Alexr Brown;





Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Saturday November 18, 1939:


FOUGHT IN BOXER RISING, BUT HAS JUST LEARNT CAUSE – VETERAN OF THREE WARS IS POPULAR PATIENT IN NEWCASTLE


Aged 83 and a veteran of three wars, Mr Alfred George Sheppard (“Pop” to his friends) has a memory that would do credit to any man.  										Contd.





Continues:


Mr Sheppard is a patient in Newcastle Hospital, but his illness has not lowered his spirits.  He is popular with the other men in Ward 9.


Mr Sheppard has had plenty of experience to draw on for reverie.  As a naval man years ago, he helped chase slave traders and pirate dhows.  Mr Sheppard modestly admits that later on he had a few fights with combatants in the Boxer rebellion, “though they never got much of a go on.”  For a change, he missed the Boer War, though there was a time when he intended joining up.


Mr Sheppard joined the Royal Navy in 1873, and saw a good deal of service in the East and around Africa before he left 13 years later.  When slave trading was still rampant on the South-east African coast, the ship on which Mr Sheppard was serving took part in suppressive action.  Later, the craft was disguised as a pearler, and chased pirates in the Persian Gulf.  There followed action to defence of the Suez Canal, and service in Egypt.


When Arabi Pasha rebelled against the Government in Egypt, Mr Sheppard saw service in 1882, and later in the Sudan.  Their work was hazardous.


The crew of two German sloops, which pulled down the native flag in Samoa and installed a chief of their own, caused the next trouble.  Mr Sheppard was one of the British sailors sent to restore order.  In 1895 he received a discharge from the navy and came to Australia.  After working in a coalmine at Katoomba, he came to the Newcastle district and took employment as a miner on the northern coalfields.


As a member of the naval reserve, he was called up for service in the Boxer rising and had 12 months of fighting around Pekin. [Peking] There were 90,000 British troops in China then.


“I never knew what the cause of the Boxer rising was until the other day,” said Mr Sheppard.  “I was reading a book here, and it told all about the reasons.”


In the last war his mining knowledge came in useful.  He was engaged on tunnelling work in the front line, digging under the German trenched.  It was dangerous work, and rather tiring.  “That would be all right for a gold miner or any one used to a small bore, but I had my training on a coalmine,” he remarked.


All Mr Sheppard’s brothers took part in the war.  One of them was at Hill 60 when gas warfare was introduced.  He was severely gassed, and went to hospital.  Later, he joined up and went back to war.  Three of them died from was injuries.


Mr Sheppard has a brother and sister alive in England.  The sister lives in the East End of London.  She refuses to leave.  “When she wrote last, she told me that she was going to stay and be blown up in her own house,” said Mr Sheppard.  


A grizzled old warrior, Mr Sheppard has the appearance of a sailor.  He is liberally tattooed.


With another Newcastle veteran, Mr George Shirley, he served on the Penelope many years ago, visiting many parts of the world.  The two are firm friends still.  Mr Shirley is his senior by about 12 months.


Mr Sheppard attributes his sickness to the stress of the times.  It worries him, he says, to think there must be another war.





Photo sourced from Virtual War Memorial Australia website








