SAPPER THOMAS SHAW 
5616 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Thomas Shaw was born in Walhalla, Gippsland, Victoria on 2 August, 1898 the son of John Norman and Ellen (nee Geering/Gearing) Shaw.  His father died on 26 May, 1902 at Trafalgar, Vic and his mother remarried in 1907 to Vernon William Wordsworth.  
The family were living at Cutten Street, Queenstown, Tasmania a year later.  Military service was gained from four years as a cadet with the 91st Infantry Battalion and had previously been rejected for active service due to his chest measurement being insufficient to meet the set criteria.
At the recruiting depot at the Barracks, Hobart (6th Military District) on 3 April, 1916 the single eighteen-year-old draper’s assistant applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  He was accompanied by his step-father Vernon William Wordsworth who also enlisted the same day.

Attestation forms describe him as 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 60.5kgs (133lbs) with a chest measurement of 85cms (33¼ins) and had a brownish complexion with normal eyes and brownish hair.  Religion was Church of England.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Ellen Wordsworth of Cutten Street, Queenstown, Tas.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance on 13 April at Claremont camp.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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Basic training commenced until 19 June then allotted to the Miners’ Reinforcements (6th Military District) on 1 July and transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria (3rd Military District) on 9 September, 1916.  He joined the October, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies and his rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5616.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on the transport S.S. Onward on 29 January, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot.

Sapper was admitted to the 18th General Hospital at Camiers with mumps on 17 March, 1917 and discharged to Base Details on 2 April.  He was found to be underage personnel on April 8 and sent to the 2nd Aust General Hospital in Boulogne and taken on strength from the 1st Tunnelling Company at Wimereux.
On 17 August, 1917 was transferred to the 2nd Tunnelling Company at Wimereux and taken on strength on August 19 who were working in the sand dunes at St Idesbaldie on the Belgian Coast building dugouts for Artillery Headquarters.

Service continued without injury or illness and was granted leave to England from 18 January, 1918 and re-joined his unit on February 2.

Went sick on 28 February, 1918 to the 149th Field Ambulance suffering the effects of gas from a gas shell attack moving to the 57th Field Ambulance.  
The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company recorded the following:
”28/2/18





No 1 Section camp again heavily bombarded, many direct hits on Shelters taking place.  Camp abandoned and men billeted in METZ.  38 cases of gassing.  Total to date from three bombardments 77 cases.  
On account of these casualties the work in 2nd Div area being done by No. 1 Sec was stopped.

Weather wet.” 


“Report on Gas Shelling Cases

The forward camp (dugouts) occupied by No. 1 Section until the day of 1/3/18 is situate sheet 57c Q 16 c 1.2

The enemy bombarded with Gas shells this area and the wood opposite on evenings of the 25/26th 26/27th 28th /1 March

On the night 25/26th the shelling commenced approximately at 2 a.m. and lasted until 4.15 a.m.

With the exception of one sapper no one complained of the effects of gas until some considerable time afterwards.  This sapper was in his dugout when same was knocked down by a direct hit from a gas shell, this occurring during the first salvo or two into the Quarry

Shortly after the bombardment no trace of gas in the vicinity of dugouts could be noticed, but at isolated points on the ridge East and North of the Quarry there was evidence of gas 24 hours later.

Box respirators were inspected as men left each day to go on shift and in every instance found to be O.K. Gas helmet drill was last carried out on 22/2/18.

The same precautions were taken on the evenings of 26th/27th/28th /1st March.

The camp was abandoned on the 28th owing to the danger of further shelling and the gas hanging around this area.

Judging by the times that the men were effected by gas it would appear that with the exception of one sapper that the actual gassing took place some 18 to 24 hours after bombardment either in the vicinity of the camp or whilst proceeding over the gas shelled ridge East of the Quarry to their work.

1/3/18







E.M. Tooth Lieut.”
On 9 March, 1918 was admitted to the 47th General Hospital at Le Treport and on March 13 was invalided to England on the hospital ship Carisbrook Castle with gas shell poisoning entering the Bath War Hospital, Bath the next day.  
Base Records regretted to advise on 11 March, 1918 to Mrs Wordsworth at Denison Street, Queenstown that it was reported her son had been wounded.  His address for correspondence was included.  Records again notified his mother on 27 March, 1918 that it was now reported her son was admitted on 14/3/18 to the Bath War Hospital – gassed, classed as wounded.  His address was included.
Was transferred on March 28 the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford until 8 April then discharged to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott.
Marched out on 28 May, 1918 to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill and proceeded to France on 14 June, 1918 from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the following day.  Re-joined his unit on June 24.

Five days later went sick to the 18th Aust Field Ambulance suffering influenza and was transferred to the 61st Casualty Clearing Station on June 29.  
Ambulance Train no.12 conveyed him to the 1st South African General Hospital on 1 July and after a fortnight there was transferred to the Aust General Base Depot.  Marched out to his unit on July 20 and re-joined three days later.

Suffered diarrhoea which sent him to the 92nd Field Ambulance moving to the 12th Casualty Clearing Station on 18 August, 1918. Was then transferred to the 25th Stationary Hospital at Rouen on Ambulance Train no.8 being admitted with dysentery on August 20 then to convalesce at the 2nd Convalescent Depot ten days later.
On 30 October, 1918 marched out to the Officer Commanding Reinforcements “A” and returned to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles on October 9.  Marched out to his unit on October 19 re-joining on October 22.  

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 10 May, 1919 to report to the Aust Base Depot and left there returning to England on May 16 arriving a day later at Southampton marching into the No. 2 Group Camp at Sutton Veny the next day.

Marched out on 30 June, 1919 to the Graves Registration Detachment and attached on 5 July.  Returned arriving at Folkstone on 9 August and reported to 44 St George’s Square, London.

Was granted special leave for Non-Military Employment (NME) from 11 August to 31 October, 1919 with pay and subsistence to study motors attending Mansions Garage at 78 York Street, Westminster, London, SW.  Sapper was taken on strength with Headquarters London until 31 October when re-transferred to the 2nd Tunnelling Company on expiry of leave and returned to the Sutton Veny camp.

On 3 November, 1919 at St Mary of the Angels Church, Paddington, London, Thomas Shaw (21) bachelor of Salvation Army Hostel, Strand married by licence to Margaret Mary Walsh (23) spinster daughter of John Walsh, gardener of 12 Pembridge Square, Kensington.  The ceremony was conducted according to the rites and ceremonies of the Catholic Church by Rev. William French Keogh.

Mrs Margaret M. Shaw became his next-of-kin and he was granted indefinite leave from 12 November, 1919.  A check was made on 20 January, 1920 and noted he was still on indefinite leave.

Accompanied by his wife, Sapper Shaw embarked for Australia on 27 March, 1920 on board H.T. Zealandic.  Base Records advised his mother on 12 April that he was on his way home.

News of his return was listed in the:  

The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 12 May, 1920 with news of their impending arrival announced in:
The Tasmanians returned to their state and news of Sapper Shaw’s arrival was reported in the:

Anglesea Barracks, Hobart (6th M.D.) forwarded to Base Records on 2 July, 1920 medical documents and dates of return and discharge for this soldier.
Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 7 July, 1920 on termination of his period of enlistment.
For serving his country Sapper 5616 Thomas Shaw, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (6553) and the Victory Medal (6433).

Base Records issued a cover letter to the Secretary of Melbourne Electric Supply Company Ltd 19 Queen Street, Melbourne referring to the distribution of war medals to members of their staff; informed that the Victory Medal issued to 5616 Sapper T. Shaw was forwarded under separate cover on 12 January, 1923.

The State Savings Bank of Victoria at Elizabeth Street, Melbourne wrote on 5 February, 1923 to Base Records that an application had been received for a grant under the War Service Homes Act 1918/1920 and desired the information be completed on their form for him at 186 Vere Street, Abbottsford, Vic.  Base Records completed their form on 10 February, 1923.

The couple were residents at 186 Vere Street, Abbottsford in 1924 with his occupation as a bricklayer.

The Melbourne branch of the Repatriation Commission requested for a copy of his service records from Base Records which were sent on 21 October, 1927.

In 1931 they were at 4 Acacia Street, Camberwell with the same occupation.

On 16 April, 1947 the Department of Social Services at Murphy Street, Wangaratta advised Base Records that Thomas Shaw had lodged a claim for sickness benefit.  His claim could not be finalized as it was necessary to verify his marriage.  Claimant stated he arrived in Australia accompanied by his wife on 12/5/20 on “Zelandic”, a troopship.  Would they please give confirmation and date of Claimant’s marriage – Thomas Shaw to Margaret Mary Walsh on -/-/19 at London.

Base Records replied on 18 April confirming that the ex-member returned to Australia accompanied by his wife, Margaret Mary Shaw, on the troopship “Zealandic” and disembarked at Melbourne on 15 May, 1920.  Records disclose that Thomas Shaw was married to Margaret May Walsh at Paddington, London on 3 November, 1919, at which date she stated her age to be 23 years.

The Department of Social Services, A.C.A. Buildings, Queen Street, Melbourne wrote to Base Records on 20 July, 1948 as Mrs Margaret Shaw of 24 Beaconsfield Road, Hawthorn was a claimant for a widow’s pension in that state and stated she was the wife of Thomas Shaw born 2 December, 1897, Walhalla, Victoria, but had lost her marriage certificate.  She first arrived in Australia on the troopship, Zealandic at Melbourne on 12 May, 1920.  The writer would be glad if their records could verify that claimant arrived in Australia as stated and ascertain claimant’s stated age on arrival.
Base Records replied on 23 July, 1948 that records disclosed that Margaret Shaw, wife of said 5616 Thomas Shaw, 2nd Tunnelling Company arrived in Australia per troopship “Zealandic” on 15 May, 1920.  On 3.11.19 Margaret Mary Walsh married Thomas Shaw on which date she stated her age to be 23 years.

Central Army Records, Albert Park Barracks, Melbourne received at Statutory Declaration for Thomas Shaw care of R.S.S.A.I.L.A. Deniliquin, New South Wales declaring on 13 April, 1955 that he had lost his Discharge Certificate travelling from Sydney to Cootamundra 1949 and the said Discharge Certificate was not in the hands of any other person.  Date and place of birth were given and next-of-kin at time of enlistment to confirm his identity.  Base Records issued a Statement of Service No. 7560 on 22 April, 1955.  He receipted delivery on 5 May, 1955.
Thomas Shaw died at Heidelberg, Vic aged 64 years with interment on 28 August, 1962 in the Church of England portion of Fawkner Cemetery within section LA in grave no. 413.  This is the same plot as his mother Mrs Ella Wordsworth was interred on 5 March, 1929.   Parents registered as John and Ellen (nee Gearing) Shaw.

Mrs Margaret Mary Shaw died on 29 March, 1978 aged 77 years.  Cremation took place in Springvale Crematorium; Melbourne and her ashes were scattered.
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Footnote:
His step-father also joined the same day and is profiled on this website as Sapper 5658 Vernon William Wordsworth, 2nd Tunnelling Company.
North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Wednesday April 19, 1916:


THE NEW ARMY – ENTERED CLAREMONT CAMP


The following men (22) joined the Claremont camp on Saturday: Privates—T. Shaw	


Article abridged





Sapper Thomas Shaw (on right)


Photo sourced from Virtual Anzacs Website submitted by Faithe Jones








World (Hobart) Thursday April 22, 1920:


COMING HOME – SOLDIERS RETURNING


Following is a list of soldiers returning by the H.T. Zealandic and Ormonde.  The names of next-of-kin and addresses are in parenthesis:


Per Zealandic:


Spr. T. Shaw, 2nd Tunn Coy (Mrs E. Wordsworth, Cutten-street, Queenstown);		


Article abridged





The Argus (Melbourne) Wednesday May 12, 1920:


TROOPS LANDING TO-DAY


There will be two disembarkations to-day.  From the s.s. Zealandic 10 officers, 70 other ranks and 80 dependants for Victoria and 7 officers and 3 dependants for Tasmania will disembark at the new pier, Port Melbourne, at noon.





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Wednesday May 19, 1920:


RETURNED FROM ABROAD


Two A.I.F. men T. Shaw and J. Donohue were passengers by the train for the Copper centre on Monday night.  Both arrivals by the Zealandic last week, and were accompanied by their wives, who are from the Mother Country.  It is believed that a welcome social will be tendered them, as well as several others who have arrived lately.








