SERGEANT GEORGE EDWARD SAUNDERSON

266 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Hobart, Tasmania was given as the birthplace of George Edward Saunderson about 1876.  In March, 1901 George enlisted with the fourth intake to 2nd Tasmanian Bushmen Contingent and departed on March 27, 1901 for South Africa.  His regimental number was 230 and ranked a Private in the No. 1 Company.  

[image: image1.jpg]


A few months later the following letter was published in The North Western Advocate and Emu Bay Times on Thursday July 4, 1901:

The Contingent returned to Hobart, Tas after their service abroad in June, 1902.  On departure for South Africa the men were not given a send-off but received a public welcome on their return.  The Mercury reported about the event on Tuesday June 17, 1902:



After disbandment of the Contingent he married later that year to Margaret Jessie Jenkins on December 29, 1902 at St Stephen’s Church, Penguin, Tas and later resided in Waratah, Tas.  One snippet of information was recorded in The Mercury on Tuesday October 22, 1912:

In 1914 their residence was at Waratah, Tasmania and his occupation was a miner.

George was a miner in Cloncurry, Queensland when he travelled to Townsville where he enlisted at the Recruiting Depot on October 11, 1915 for active service abroad.  Passing the medical examination Attestation Forms were completed describing him as 158cms (5ft 2ins) tall, weighing 65.9kgs (145lbs) with a chest expansion of 94-100cms (37-39½ins).  Complexion was dark with grey eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were three vaccinations scars on his left arm and three on his right.  Church of England was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Mrs W. Finch, The Commonwealth Government Printing Office, Sydney, NSW.  He signed and took the ‘Oath of Allegiance’ the same day.  

Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in Townsville Daily Bulletin on Tuesday October 12, 1915:

After basic training at Enoggera camp he was transferred to the Mining Corps’ camp at Casula, near Liverpool, NSW on January 12, 1916 to train with the No. 1 Company in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 266.  A promotion to the rank of 2nd Corporal followed a day later.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

Base Records received a memo from a Finance Member dated March 13, 1916 in regards to the allotment of pay and tracing him.  Base Records replied that the only person appearing to date under that name was 2nd Corporal George Edward Saunderson, with the Miners’ Corps, 39 years, single who enlisted in Townsville on 11/10/1915.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Mrs Charlotte Finch of 57 Erin Street, West Richmond, Victoria wrote an undated letter early in July, 1916 inquiring in reference to her brother Corporal G.E. Saunderson after being informed that he had enlisted in Queensland and supposed to have left his next-of-kin in New South Wales and she was his only relative as far as she was aware of.  Base Records had kept her well posted on her two sons on active service.  Although she had not seen him for many years she did not want to hear of him in the press if things should happen.  She was in Victoria on business from Tasmania for the next few weeks and would be thankful for any information on the matter.

Base Records replied on July 17, 1916 stating that his next-of-kin listed was his sister Mrs W. Finch of the Commonwealth Government Printing Office, Sydney, NSW and asked were they to understand that she was his sister and had she changed her address.

Mrs Finch replied on July 20, 1916 confirming that she was the sister nominated as next-of-kin and that her husband is employed in the Government Printing Office, Sydney, NSW and her brother not knowing her address left that address there.  Her postal address was 27 Letitia Street, North Hobart, Tamania.

At his own request the 2nd Corporal reverted to the ranks in the field on July 31, 1916.

Disciplinary action was taken on August 30, 1916 for the following:

Crime:
29/8/16 W.O.A.S. [While on Active Service] (1) Absent from parade (2) Breaking open arrest (3) Drunkenness

Award:
28 days F.P. No. 1 [Field Punishment] by O.C. Company

Mrs Maggie Saunderson wrote from her address Union Coffee Palace, Waratah, Tasmania on December 4, 1916 to Base Records as follows:

Sir, I am writing if you can give me any information of George Edward Saunderson who went with the Mining Corps from Sydney about the end of last year as far as I know.  He is about five feet one and very stout built.  He had a tattooed mark on his left arm I think was with crossed flags and a lady’s face between and on the other arm he had the letters A”L”.  If you can give me any information concerning him I would be very thankful.  I had heard that he had been killed in this war and would you kindly give me the address of Mrs W. Finch of Sydney, NSW who is supposed to be the nearest of kin and would you give me his number and full address if not killed.  The reason I am writing is that I have never heard anything of my husband since he left and can’t get any word of him and I have been advised to write to you.  My husband also fought in the South African War.  Will you kindly let me know by return or as soon as possible.





I remain, 

    Yours truly,









Mrs Maggie Saunderson
Base Records replied on December 11, 1916 that 2nd Corporal Saunderson enlisted as a single man and if she required her name to be added to his records as his wife it was necessary to forward the Marriage Certificate or a sworn copy of the same.  The Officer added that no casualty report had been received and gave his overseas address for correspondence.   

Base Records received a letter from Mr E.O. Riggs, Draper and J.P. of Waratah, Tas forwarded on behalf of Mrs Saunderson her marriage certificate and a reference stating ‘Mrs Saunderson bears a splendid character and all the consideration you can give her, she well deserves.’  Base Records returned the Certificate to Mr Riggs on December 30, 1916 advising that her name had been provisionally noted as next-of-kin and the matter referred to A.I.F. Headquarters in London with a view to the necessary steps being taken.

In the field Sapper Saunderson was assigned to the 1st Tunnelling Company on December 24, 1916.

On December 30, 1916 Base Records sent a letter to A.I.F. Headquarters in London regarding the next-of-kin of 2nd Corporal Saunderson.  Since Mrs Saunderson had produced a valid Marriage certificate and good character testimony her name had been provisionally noted on records pending confirmation by them in case there is another side of the story.  

Service continued without incident until February 19 when further action was taken:

Offence:

16/2/17 W.O.A.S. Drunkenness



Award:


7 days F.P. No. 2

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for twelve months service.

On December 27, 1917 he was promoted to 2nd Corporal in the field followed by a further promotion on May 12, 1918 to the rank of Temporary Corporal after the evacuation of Corporal Rodgers until he returned on July 2.

The following is an extract from the 1st Tunnelling Company’s Unit Diary for June, 1918 which mentions Corporal Saunderson attending the Musketry School with other members of the No. 1 Section of the Company and his score was:


Granted leave he proceeded on August 1 and rejoined his unit on August 18, 1918.

On September 26, 1918 he was promoted to the rank of Sergeant.

He was with his company when Armistice was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with the rehabilitation of roads and bridges in their area and defusing delayed-action mines left by the enemy.

On 16 January 1919, the Acting C.O. of the 1st Tunnelling Company submitted a recommendation that he be awarded the Military Medal but it was not awarded.  His citation reads:

SUPPLEMENTARY NEW YEAR’S HONORS LIST

Division Australian Corps



Date of Recommendation
16/1/19

1st Australian Tunnelling Company A.E.



266
Sergt George SAUNDERSON

Military Medal




174
Sapper George MANN


M.M.



334
Sapper George 
ABERCROMBIE
M.M.


                        3583
Sapper Peter COMENSOLI

M.M.

Citation:

From the 29th Sept. to the 20th Dec. accompanying the advance from BONY to NAMUR have been engaged in all operations with this Unit while attached to 11th American, 9th British and Australian Corps. Have been engaged on road repair and bridge building and in the search for and unloading of all classes of enemy Mines often under heavy enemy shall and machine-gun fire.  Have during the whole of the period shewn the greatest courage and devotion to duty and have materially assisted in rendering the 4th Army Area for which this Unit was responsible, safe for Transport and Occupation.









Wm J. McBride, Capt. A.E.









  Acting C.O. for Aust Tun. Coy

The company was recalled to the Aust General Base Depot on February 12, 1919 to prepare for their return to England and moved out on February 24 crossing the English Channel and arrived at No. 3 Group camp at Parkhouse the next day.

On March 20, 1919 relocated to the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery camp at Heytesbury to await their departure.

After demobilisation the Sergeant embarked on April 7, 1919 on board H.T. Trasos Montes for the voyage to Australia.  His next-of-kin was advised on May 6, 1919 that he was returning home.  

On May 5, 1919 the District Pay Office wrote to the Commandant, 2nd Military District requesting approval for deduction of pay of three shillings per diem as from the 2nd instant, for the support of his wife Mrs Margaret Jessie Saunderson of Ritchie Street, Waratah, Tas.  
The letter contained the following:

“Prior to the soldier’s embarkation a claim for maintenance was lodged by Mrs Saunderson, and it was ascertained that Saunderson left her at Waratah, Tas for Mount Morgan, Qld some months previous to enlistment, and was at the time on good terms with her, promising to send her money as soon as he obtained employment, but this he failed to do.  Saunderson entrained at Enoggera in the Mining Corps for concentration at Sydney on 17/12/15 and made a statement a Casula that he was not a married man.
The matter was taken up by Central Administration, to whom a copy of the soldier’s statement was forwarded on 28/2/16, but apparently no direction was given, and Mrs Saunderson did not press her claim.
The soldier embarked on 20/2/16, leaving an allotment of six shillings per diem to Mrs S. Coffey, 116 Albion Street, Surrey Hills, Sydney, NSW whom he described as sister.  This allotment was paid up to 30/7/16 and reduced to 3/- per diem from 31/7/16, on his reversion from the rank of 2nd Corporal to Private. 

As Mrs Saunderson renewed her claim the allotment was cancelled from 25/1/18, pending investigations the allottee having failed to comply with the suggestion made to her, that she should transfer to Mrs Saunderson a portion of the allotment.  
On being requested to make a Statutory Declaration, acknowledging that her brother was identical with the husband of Margaret Jessie Saunderson, the allottee refused, stating that she was not related to the soldier, who, however regarded her as a sister and has made his Will in her favour.  She stated further, that she was of the opinion that the soldier was a single man, but denied any knowledge as to the whereabouts of any relatives.
The claimant produced a Certificate of her Marriage with George Edward Saunderson at Ulverstone, Tas on 29/12/02 showing the age of the bridegroom as twenty-eight years and his birthplace as Hobart, Tasmania.
That attestation papers of the soldier were obtained, bearing the date 11/10/15, showing him to have been born near Hobart, Tas and his age as 39 years 2 months.  The signature appearing on the attestation papers has been compared with that on the Marriage Certificate and is identical herewith.
Enquiries elicit that Mrs Saunderson bears an excellent character and finds it difficult maintaining herself by boarders.

As Saunderson did not continuously support his wife for twelve months prior to enlistment and she took no legal steps to compel him to do so, a compulsory allotment could not be made without first submitting this matter to the soldier.  A communication was despatched to the Chief Paymaster on 18/4/18, requesting him to endeavour to obtain an allotment in favour of Mrs Saunderson, and a cablegram received to the effect that the soldier stated he was a single man.  This was supported by a letter dated 31/10/18, enclosing a statement by the soldier, wherein he professed to have no knowledge whatever of the claimant.
As it is considered that Mrs Saunderson has satisfactorily proved her claim, your authority is requested for payment to her as therein before indicated, the Chief Paymaster being requested to obtain the necessary covering allotment.”

This was stamped ‘Approved’ by the Commandant, 2nd Military District.

A letter from Mrs Saunderson dated June 12, 1919 to the Paymaster in Hobart stating she had received her allotment money but asked was she entitled to the Separation Allowance from the time her husband enlisted.  A memorandum from the 6th Military District Paymaster dated June 17, 1919 informed that as she was not in receipt of allotment prior to 2/5/19, Separation Allowance can only be paid from that date.
You are now in receipt 1/- per diem Separation Allowance, which is the total amount payable on behalf of a soldier holding the rank of 2nd Corporal.   

The ship arrived on May 25, 1919 in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) and he disembarked as medically unfit.

Military Discharge due to medical unfitness and not due to misconduct was issued in Sydney, NSW on July 13, 1919 after three years and 291 days of service.  He was issued with the Silver Badge (A99220) as a returned soldier and requested a Great Coat on January 14, 1921.  His intended place of residence was to be 577 Bourke Street, Sydney, NSW.

For serving his country abroad for three years and ninety-five days Sergeant 266 George Edward Saunderson, 1st Tunnelling Company received the British War Medal (33273) and the Victory Medal (32858).

A Statement of Service was issued to the Repatriation Commission in Sydney, NSW on December 23, 1935.

From 1936 until 1943 he is listed as a miner at Mongarlowe, Braidwood, NSW.

George Edward Saunderson died on February 5, 1943 at Braidwood, NSW aged about 69 years.  

The Repatriation Commission in Sydney, NSW on March 8, 1943 returned his Discharge Certificate to Base Records as they stated he was ‘apparently without next-of-kin.’

The burial register lists Joseph and Mary Saunderson as his parents and was the husband of Sarah.  George and Jean Saunderson are given as parents on the State Death Register.

His headstone can be located in the Braidwood Cemetery, NSW within the Church of England section.  His grave is unmarked.
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FROM THE FRONT


TROOPER SAUNDERSON


The following is taken from a letter written by Trooper G.E. Saunderson who left Ulverstone in the last Tasmanian Contingent for South Africa.  He writes from Cradork to the Captain of the Ulverstone Salvation Army under date May 11, 1901, giving an account of a fight in which Trooper Warburton was killed and himself was wounded: “We came straight through from Port Elizabeth, and are kept working for all our worth, as the Boers are very thick about here, and every Dutch farmer is helping them, although it is difficult to prove.  We have been after them night and day.  They have blown up the railway twice since we came here.  I suppose you will have seen from the papers account of the fight we had.  We were sent out on patrol as the Kop was blown up about six miles from us, on duty being to pick the enemy’s track.


After going for about an hour we came to a farm about a couple of hundred yards away.  I was sent in to inquire if they had seen anything of the Boers.  A young fellow showed me the track the enemy had taken; he thought about 200 of them.  I reported the matter to the officer, who followed them for about two miles and then decided, as we only numbered 14, to return to camp.  On nearing Mortimer’s Station we were met by a dozen sharp-shooters scouting, whose officer induced our officer to accompany him, and we went after them.  We had got a mile and a half up a gully when the concert opened; two shots rang out then a pause for a few seconds.  We got the order to halt, when the Boers opened fire with a vengeance; the ground was fairly torn up with bullets.  The sharp-shooters dismounted and got into a donga, letting their horses go.  Our leader found we were in a trap and gave the order to retire.  We made a dash, and my how their rifles cracked and bullets whistled.  I looked for a place to take my horse in to the donga, but the banks were too steep.  It was death to a stop and give the Boers a standing target.  There was safety only in speed.  Just as I gave the little mare the spurs two of our fellows dashed past; then all at once the leading horse dropped dead.  The second one fared no better in the zone of fire.  I began to wonder when my turn would come feeling certain that it was impossible to pass the line of fire; but at it I went like the wind.  It seemed as though I was to get through, as it occurred to me how close a bullet could come yet still miss.  All at once there was a shock, and I pitched out of the saddle on to my hands, then rolled on to my head.  I did not know I was hit, and tried to think what had caused me to fall; looked around for my rifle and found it was gone.  As the bullets kept pinging around me I made a run for cover and all at once heard a horse behind me.  He came along with a saddle underneath and I soon had hold of him, loosened the girth, and got onto him, and made my way out of the range.  Gladly I saw my own little mare just ahead.    At this moment I began to feel conscious of the pain; my head felt sore, the blood was running down my face, and my limbs seemed bruised, I felt broke up all over.  Our Lieut galloped up and asked me where I was wounded, but I did not know.  They examined me and found the ball had grazed along the skull cutting the skin right along.  It was a close shave but a miss is as good as a mile in this game.  Well they have had their chance as far as I am concerned, and I shall try and pay them back with interest.   J. Warburton who was with me got a bullet through the head poor fellow.  We gave him a military funeral, for he died a soldier’s death.  I am expecting to join my division again in a day or two.  





THE RETURNING CONTINGENT


PUBLIC WELCOME


Colonel Watchorn, officers and men of the 2nd Bushmen Contingent, who arrived at Hobart on Sunday by the troopship Manila from South Africa, were accorded a public welcome in the Skating Rink, Old Exhibition-buildings, on Monday evening, 16th inst. at which all mustered.  


At 7.30 p.m. they paraded at Barrack-Square, and, accompanied by the Headquarters Band, led by Acting Bandmaster Sergt, Vincent marched down to the Old Exhibition-buildings, followed by a great crowd.           Contd.





Continues


The Skating Rink was prepared for them, and decorated with flags and bunting by the Citizens’ Reception Committee.  All were accorded a “welcome” in large letters.


Relatives and friends of the returned soldiers mustered in full force, whilst a number of the general public who paid for admission (to augment the Maternity Hospital) was large, notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather.


Article Abridged                       


   





BOXING


RYAN V. SAUNDERSON


WARATAH Oct 21.


A boxing contest was held here on Saturday night, between Monty Ryan and George Saunderson, for £20 aside, and the whole of the gate-money.   The contest was short, but full of excitement.  Ryan threw in the sponge in the second round.





NORTHERN VOLUNTEERS


Forty-one volunteers left by the Bingera on Monday to join Enoggera Camp, 19 of whom were recruited in Townville.  The party was under the charge of Corporal Cudday.  The names of the men, and the districts from which they enlisted, are as follows:                     				       [Abridged to Cloncurry names only]


Cloncurry—Arthur Andrew Anderson, Michael Beverley, Septimus Braithwaite, Geo. Edward Saunderson, Thomas Henry Triffit.            					      			      Article Abridged





NO 1 SECTION


Squad Sergeant:  Sergt. J. Yeats


Squad No. 2.						Second School: MUSKETRY


							Fortnight ending 23-6-18


No.	Rank.		Name				Grouping	Rapid	Vanishing Target	Total


266	Cpl		Saunderson  G.			25		13		25		63


Average per man	22.1		13.3		21.0


Total average  56.3


Possible           70





Section of Braidwood Cemetery, NSW


Photo taken by Barry Stevenson, Volunteer for Aust. Cemeteries’ website 








